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SECTION I. 

PASSAGES OF THE PROPHECIES RELATING T4 THf*" 
NEW COVENANT. 

from Jeremiah^ Chap. xxxi. Zechariah, xiii. Isaiah, xii. 

I. JDehold the days come, saith the Loud, that I 
will make a New Covenant with the house of Israel, 
and with the house of Judah : 

Not according to the Covenant that I made wiA 
their fathers in the day that I took them by the haul 
to bring them out of the land of Egypt (which my co- 
venant they brake, although I was an husband unt* 
them, saith the Lord) : 

But this shall be the Covenant that I will make 
with the house of Israel, after those days, saith the 
Lord: I will put my law in- their inward parts, and. 
wrjte it in their hearts,- and will be their God, and they 
shall be my people : 

V And they shall teach no more every man his neigh- 
bour, and every man his brother, saying, Know the. 
Lord : for they shall all know me, from the Jeast of 
them unto the greatest of them, saith the Lord : for I 
will forgive their iniquity, and will remember their sin 
no more. x 

II. In that day there shall be a fountain opened to 
the house of David, and to the inhabitants of Jerusalem, 
for sin and for uncleanness. 

III. And in that day thou shalt say, 1 will give 
thanks unto thee, O t Jehovah; for though thou hast 
been angry with me, thine anger is turned away, and 
thou hast comforted me. 

Behold, God is my salvation ; I will trust and not be 
afraid : for-xny strength and my song is Jehovah, and 
He is become unto me, salvation. 

Vol. V.. B And 
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And when ye shall draw water* from the fountains of. 
salvation, in that day ye shall say, Give ye thanks tou 
Jehovah; call upon his name; make known among 
the people his mighty deeds: record ye how highly hit 
name is exalted. 

Sing ye to Jehovah ; for he hath wrought a steu 
pendous work ; this is made manifest in all the earth. 
Cry aloud, and shout for joy, O inhabitants of Sion; for 
great in the midst of thee is the Holy One of Israel. 

The extracts from the Prophecy of Isaiah are according to the 
New Translation 1»y Btskop Lowth. 



ANNOTATIONS akd REFLECTIONS. 

The firfct of these predictions, which is taken from 
the book • of Jeremiah, expressly declares, that the 
Lord would make a New Covenant with the Home of 
Israel, not of a temporal but of a spiritual natbre ; nor 
written On tables of stone, but imprinted on the hearts 
of all faithful people ; and that He would grant them 
remission of sins, and maintain a spiritual intercourse 
with them. 

The second extract is from Zechafiahj and, like the 
lastj promises remission of sins. 

The third is a hymn of praise, excellently calculated 
to express the thankfulness of those who should thus ob- 
tain salvation by Divine grace. 

It is to be remarked, that this /Stupendous work was 
to be performed by the same Almighty Beikg, who 
bad wrought such wonders in behalf of Israel $ namely, 
the great Jehovah. 

It was foreknown to Jehovah that the Jewish 
Church would be greatly corrupted, destitute of religious * 
c»ltiration f and in good works unfruitful. He therefore 

resolved 
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resolved to send a messenger to prepare their Wrts fcc 
the reception of the Divine doctrine of the Messiah, 
and made known His intention by the' prophets I&aiafc* 
and Malachi. 

SECTION II. 

PASSAGES OF THI rEOPHECItS RlLATfir* t& 1*# 
FOREEUNNEE OF THE MESSIAH. . T 

From Isatah, Chap* 3d. — Malachi^ iii. iv# ; 

I. A voice crieth in the wilderness, Prepare ye' the' 
way of Jehovah ! — Make straight in the desart/ahiglu 
way for our God! 

Every valley shall be exalted, and every moon tain 
and hill shall be brought low ; and the crooked shall beV 
come straight, and the rough places a smooth plain. 

And the glory of Jehovah shall be revealed ; and all 
flesh shall see together the salvation of our God, for 
the mouthof Jehovah hath spoken it. 

II. Behold, I will send my Messenger : and he shall 
prepare the way before me: and the Lord whom'.y* 
seek shall suddenly come to his Temple; even th* 
messenger of the Covenant which ye delight in, sait%' 
the Lo ed of Hosts. 

But who may abide die day of his coming ? and whft 
shall stand when he appeareth ? for he is like, a refiner's 
fire, and like fullers' soap.' 

And he shall sit as a refiner and purifier of silver V 
and he shall purify the sons of Levi, and purge them* 
as gold and silver, that they may offer unto the Loauf 
an offering in righteousness. 

Then shall the offering of Judah and Jerusalem be 
pleasant unto the Loed, as in the days of old, and as in 
former years. 

la Anil 
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And I will come near to you to judgment, and I will 
be a swift witness, against the sorcerers, and against the 
adulterer^, and against false swearers, and against those 
that oppress the hireling in his wages, the widow, and 
the fatherless, and that turn aside the stranger from hit 
right, and fear not Me, sai'th the Lord of Hosts. 

For I am the Lord j I change not : therefore ye sons 
•f Jacob a*e not consumed. 

III. For behold the day cometh, that shall burn as . 
an even; and all the proud, yea, all that do wickedly 
shall be stubble, and the day that cometh shall burn 
them up, saith the Lord of Hosts, that it shall leave 
them neither root nor branch. . ^ 

But unto you that fear my name,, shall the sun of 
righteousness arise with healing in his wings ; and ye 
shall go forth and grow up as calves of the stall* ' 

Remember ye the law of Moses my servant, which I 
commanded unto him in Horeb, for all Israel, with the 
statutes and judgments. 

Behold, I will send you Elijah the prophet, before tjie 
coming of the great and dreadful day of the Lord. 

£nd he snail turn the heart of the fathers to the chil- 
dren, and the heart of the * children to their fathers, lest 
I come and smite the earth with a curse* 

ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS. 

It was the custom of the Eastern jnonarchs, whenever 
tjiey entered upon an expedition, or took a journey, 
especially through desert and uncultivated countries, to 
send harbingers before them to prepare all things for 
their passage, and pioneers to level the ways, and re- 
move all impediments. In the first of the extracts ia 
this sections the prophet, in allusion to this custom, in. 
timates, that a harbinger would be sent in like manner, 

to 
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to remove every obstruction, and make the way, or doc 
trines, straight and plain for those who should be will* 
trig to become followers of the Lord Jehovah. 

The second of these predictions was written by Ma- 
Iachi, who is supposed to have lived about the latter 
end of the times of Ezra and Nehemiah. He was the 
last of the prophets under the Mosaic dispensation, and 
with him was closed the wonderful series of prophecies, 
which had gradually been vouchsafed to support the 
faith and religion of the servants of Jehovah, and to 
serve as a testimony to the Messiah, when He should 
appear upon earth. 

The prophet foretold that a harbinger would be sent i 
and that the Lord himself would suddenly come to 
Hi* Temple, in order to refine and purify His people 
and His priests, but that he would not totally consume 
them on account of His Covenant with their fathers. 
From which circumstance (of their being spared) they 
might know the Lord that should come, to be the 
same who had originally made this Covenant with the 
Jiouse of Israel. \ 

In the third extract, which is from another chapter iai 
Malachi, the prophet foreteld that there would foe a 
great and terrible day of the Lord, in which all the 
wicked should be consumed ; but at ' the same time he 
intimated that universal conversion of heart at the 
preaching of Elijah' the prophet, would prevent the 
curse from coming to smite the earth, and that the 
faithful servants of Jehovah should be effectually pre- 
served, even if it did come. 

With a solemnity becoming the last of the prophets, 
Malachi desed the holy canon by. enjoining. t/ie strict 
observance of the law of Moses, till the forerunner al- 
ready promised should appear in the spirit and power of 
Bj Elijah, 
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Ilijah, to introduce the Messiah, and begin a new 
and everlasting dispensation*. 

We shall soon see this prediction concerning tht fore- 
runner of the Messiah fulfilled. 

SECTION III. . 

AW ANG.IX SIKT TO ZACHARIAS. — THI 1TUX Of 
JOHN FORETOLD. 

from Luke, Chap* u 

There was, in the days of Herod the king of Jucfcta, 
a certain priest named Zacharias, of the course ^>f Abia: 
and his wife was of the daughters of Aaron, and %er 
udme was Elisabeth. 

' And they were both righteous before Gob, walking 
in all the commandments and ordinances of the Lord, 
blameless. And they had no child, and they were both 
bow well stricken in years. 

; And it came ta pass, that while Zacharias executed 
the priest's office before God in the order of his course* 
according to the custom of the priest's office, his lot waa 
to burn incense when he went into the temple of tht 
ZiORb. ' 

* And the whole multitude of the people were praying 
without, at the time of incense. And- there appeared 
tin to him an angel of the Lord, standing on the right 
aide of the altar of incense. 

.* And when Zacharias saw him, he was" troubled, and 
fear fell upon him. But the angel said unto him, Fear 
not, Zacharias : for thy prayer is heard ; and thy wifi* 
Elisabeth shall bear thee a <son> and thou shaft call hit 
aamejohn. 

And thou sfcalt have joy and gladness, and many 

• pt. Stpi&'Sif tuaauny Vi#w. . 

x ' v shall 
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shall rejoice at his birth. For he shall be great in jke 
sight of the Lord, and shall drink neither wine no* 
strong drink ; and he shall be filled with the H0I7 
Ghost, even from his birth. 

And many of the children of Israel shall he turn to 
the Lord their God. And he shall go before him in 
the spirit and power of Elias, to turn the hearts of th* 
■fathers to the children, and the disobedient to the wis- 
dom of the just, to make ready a people prepared for 
the Lord. 

And Zachatias said unto the angel, Whereby shall 1 
'know this ? for I am an old man, and my wife well 

• stricken in years. 

And the angel answering said unto him, I am Gfl- 

• briel, that stand in the presence of God ; and am sent 
'to speak unto thee, and to shew thee these glad tid. 

ings. 

And behold, thou shalt be dumb, and not able to 
speak, until the 'day that these things shall be pey- 
'formed, because thou believest not my words, whkji 
shall be fulfilled in their season. 

And the people waited for Zacharias, and marvelled^ 
that he tarried so long in the temple. \ 

And when he came out, he could not speak tnlto 
them: and they perceived that he had seen a vision xh 
the tertple ; for he beckoned unto them and remained 
speechless. 

And it came to pass that as soon as the days of his 
administration were accomplished, he departed to his 
own house. 

' And when his wife Elisabeth found that she shoull 
\tax a son, she said, Thus hath the Lord dealt with|irie. 
'in the days wherein he looked on me, to take away my 
reproach among men* 

B4 ANNO. 
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ANNOTATIONS a*d REFLECTIONS. 

There were twenty-four families of Priests, who de^, 
. scended from Eleazar and Ithamar, the sons of Aaron ^ 
these, by the appointment of David, were to officiate in 
the Temple in their turns, a week at a time. Abia (ox 
Abijah, as he«is called in the book of Chronicles J wai 
the eighth in rank. It was customary for the Priests to 
burn incense on the golden altar every morning; whilst 
the people, who assembled in the courts of the Temple, 
offered their private devotions. At the time when * 
Zaeharias had his wonderful vision, Israel suffered great 
Oppression from the Romans, and Herod governed very 
tyrannically ; it is therefore likely that both Priest and 
People were intreating the Lorn* to send them deliver, 
ance, and Hasten the kingdom of the Messiah. 

From the Prophecy of Malachi • the Jews supposed 
jhat Elijah would be restored to life before the coming 
of the Messiah ; but the angel who appeared to Zaeha- 
rias explained this prediction to signify, one inspired 
with the spirit and invested w ith the power of Elijah ; 
Animated with the same zeal for reformation, and 
greatly resembling this famous prophet of the Jews, not 
only in his office J>ut in his manner of life. 

Malachi also foretold, and the Angel confirmed the 
prediction, that the Harbinger of the Messiah should 
have such success in his ministry, as to convert many 
both of the rising and declining age, to that real piety • 
*? hich would endear and bind them to each other, and 
-prevent the disagreements which frequently arose in 
families from the various religious sects amongst the 
Jews: and that it should be his peculiar business to 

* See Section ii; 

* -yaise 
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raise in their mjn4* an expectation of the Messiah, and 
a disposition to welcome him when he should appear. 

When Zachariax returned to his own House, he and 
his wife Elisabeth passed their time in religious retire* 
«aent, waiting for the completion of the divine pro* 
mise, 

2acharias was a man of such an exemplary charade* 
as to be styled righteous by the Evangelist j yet he of- 
fended God-, and brought a heavy punishment upon him- 
self. His tongue was struck dumb, for requiring a far. 
ther proof of the truth of the divine promises, when an 
Angel was sent from heaven to deliver, them to him. 
From thift instance* Christians should learn to receive 
with faith all the promises of the Gospel, and in par* 
sicular to believe what was said by the Angel to Zaduu 
cias concerning John, the Baptist* 

SECTION IV. 

1LASS AGES OP THE PROPHECTES, RELATING TO TH1 
MESSIAH. 

From Jeremiah) Chap*, xxiii.— Isaiah, vii. ix. 

I. Be hold) the days come, saith the Lord, that t 
will raise unto David a righteous branch, and a king; 
shall reign and prosper, and shall execute judgment and 
justice in the eart hi 

In his days Judah shall be saved/ and' Israel shall 
dwell safely, and tjris is the name by which he- shall 
be called, The Lord out Righteousness. 
' II. Behold a virgin sliall conceive and bear a son, 
and shall call his name Immtnuei* 

III* Unto us a child is born, onto us a- son is give*, 
and the goyemment shall be upqn. his shoulder j and 
»5 his. 
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his name skill be called Wondeff&fj Cotfnsetlcfr, the 
mighty _God, lihe everlasting Father, the Prince of* 
Iteace. Pi the increase of- his government and peace,- 
tfciere shall beno end ; upon the throne of David, and 
upon his. kingdom, to order it and establish it with judg- 
ment, henceforth and for ever ; the zeal of the Lord 
*f ftosTs will perform thi*. " 

ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS. 

When the diadem and crown were taken from the 
kiflg of Judith; they, were, according to the prophet 
j^eJtiel^ ontyi bid **ide till he should come, whose 
right thty wej$,. 1&H is to wyi, a righteous prince of the 
famw of David; apjft the expectation of such a prince was 
kept up by various prediction* ; the £rst extract in this 
section is one of them, taken from the book of Jeremiah. 
We here find that salvation was promised to the house 
of Judah by" this prince ; and that he was to be to thejn 
a M*j>ikxq& for whose sake they should be esteeme4 
righteous. , , 

That no impostor might obtrude himself on the world 
as this king and mediator, a variety of circumstances 
were foretold which would distinguish him froas all 
mankind. These, as we shall have occasion tor observe, 
were all fulfilled in our Lo$» J was Christ. 

The second extract foretold the birth of a child in 
such a miraculous manner, as would plainly point him 
out to the world as the. premised } tteijnf the woman > wh# 
had been hoped for from the Fall. 

The third extract mentions further particulars con- 
cerning this extraordinary child, and shews that he 
would be distinguished from at) mankind by various 

*€h, ul«25>2*,27« 

titles, 
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titles, which could belong to one alone ; and that hla 
kingdom would be of universal extent and eternal 
duration* Our first business is to enquire whether hb> 
whom we regard as our Lord and Saviour, was born 
in the miraculous manner foretold by the prophet. . 



SECTION V. 

AN ANGEL SENT TO THE VIRGIN MARY, TO FORE- 
TEL THE BIRTH OF CHRIST. 

From Luke, Chap* u 

And in the sixth month after Elisabeth was assured 
that she should have a son, the angel Gabriel was sent 
from God unto a city of Galilee, named Nazareth, to a 
virgin espoused to a man, whose name was Joseph, of the 
house of David ; and the virgin's name was Mary. 
- And the angel came in unto her, and said, Hail, thou 
*hat art highly favoured, the Lord is with thee: blessed 
art thou among women. 

And when she saw him, she was troubled at his say* 
iflg, and cast in her mind what manner of salutatioa 
this should be. 

And the/angel said unto her, Fear not, Mary: for 
thou hast found favour with God, and behold, thou shall 
bring forth a son, and shah call his name Jesus. 

He shall be great, and shall be called the Son of tht 
Highest; and the Lord God shall give unto him th* 
throne of his father David. 

And he shall reign over the house of Jacob for ever 
mid of his kingdom there shall be no end. 

Then said Mary unto the angel, How shall this thing 
be ? And die angel answered and said unto her, The 
Holy Ghost shall come upon thee, *nd the power of 
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the Highest shall overshadow thee : therefore also that 
holy thing which shall be born of thee, shall be called 
the Son of God, 

And behold, thy cousin Elisabeth, she also will bear 
a son in her old age, for with God nothing shall be im- 
possible, j 
i And Mary said, Behold the handmaid of the* Lord, 
he it unto me according to thy word. And the angel 
departed from her, 

- And Mary arose 'in those days, and went into the hill 
country with haste, into a city of Judah, and entered 
into the house of Zacharias, and saluted Elisabeth, 
t And it came to pass that when Elisabeth heard the 
salutation of Mary, she was filled with the Holy Ghost. 
And she spake out with a loud voice, and said, Blessed 
art thou amongst women. 

And whence is this, to me, that the mother of my 
•Lord should come to me ? and blessed is she that be- 
lieved : for there shall J>e a performance of those things 
which were told her from the Lord. 

And Mary said, My soul doth magnify the Lord, 
#nd m^ spirit hath rejcfrced in God my Saviour ; for 
Jie hath regarded the low estate of his . hand, maiden : 
for behold, from henceforthr all generations shall call 
me blessed. 

For he that is mighty hath done to me great things* 
and holy is his name. And his mercy is on them that 
fear hira from generation to generation. . « 

He hath shewed strength with his arm, he ha*h scat* 
tered the proud in the imagination of their hear?8 c He 
hath put down the mighty from their seats* and exalted 
them of low. degree. 

He hath filled the hungry with good things, and th* 
rich be hath sent empty away. He. hath bolpen his 

servant 
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servant Israel, in . remembrance of hit mercy, as he 
spake to our fathers, to Abraham ttad to bis seed for 
evet. 

And Mary abode with her cousin about three months* 
and returned to her own house* 

ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS. 
It was customary for the Jewish women to be be- 
frothed or engaged to their husbands, some time before 
they were actually married* The Virgin Mary was 
tinder this kind of engagement to Joteph 3 and had net 
lived with him as his wife when the heavenly messenger 
appeared to her. The agreement between the prediction 
of the angel and that of the prophets in the last section, 
is too obvious to need a comment. 

The manner in which Mary received the Angel's sa- 
lutation shews, that she had great modesty and humility 
of mind, and did not think herself worthy of such ap- 
plause and congratulation; but she soon understood 
from the Angel's discourse, that she was chosen to be the 
Mother of the Messiah, and that his birth would b» 
miraculously effected by the immediate power of Gob, 
. in a way which had hitherto been unknown, and which 
would distinguish this Child from all that had' ever 
been born. It was expressly declared to her, that he 
should be called the Son of th* Highest: and to 
confirm her faith, the Angel assuj^d her, that her cousin 
Elisabeth would also have a child, though her advanced 
age rendered such an event, according to the usual 
course of things, incredible. Marj? 9 convinced that no* 
thing was impossible with God, joyfully accepted the 
honour appointed her ; and though she knew, that ha v. 
jng a child before, she was married would endanger the 
loss of her reputation, and even her life, she humbly re. 

signed 
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signed them both to' the divine cure and protection t 
. but, being desirous of conferring with Elisabeth, tow bom 
the Angel had referred her, she went to the city where 
her cousin dwelt. The congratulation which Mary re- 
ceived from Elisabeth was«so exactly-similar to that whiclt 
the Angel pronounced, that she was satisfied the Sr iR.it 
of the Lord had dictated it ; and, in a transport of holy 
joy, she acknowledged her sense of God's wonderful 
condescension, hi that beautiful hymn we have jas* 
read ; in which there is great resemblance to the ' 
song of Hannah, and other passages in the Old 7Vr- 
tament. k 

-Mary, on account of her being the Mother of our 
OLo&d, is usually styled the blessed Virgin; and she cer- 
tainly deserves the epithet, for a greater honour and 
blessing she could not receive in this world : but this 
circumstance could only increase her earthly happiness 
•in proportion to her faith ; her future beatitude in hes*. 
ven depended, like that of other Christians, on her 
obedience to the will of God, and belief in the Mes- 
siah; therefore paying divine honours to the Virgin 
Mary is as great idolatry, as that practised by the 
Jews of old, who were so severely reproved by the 
Prophet Jeremiah * for worshipping the Queen of 
He&vtn. 

But* we certainly should regard the blessed Virgin as 
a woman of most exemplary character and hold her in 
the highest estimation short of adoration, on account of" 
her having been made so instrumental to the happiness 
of mankind ; and we should follow her example of hu~ 
mility, piety, and faith, on every occasion that admits of 
our doing so. Nothing^could be more unlikely, accord! 
ing to the common course of nature, than that the Virgin 

* Jcr, xJiv. 
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Mary should be the mother of the Messiah • yet 
•he believed that she should have this distinguished 
honour, because it was graciously promised ; and after- 
wards, when her faith was farther confirmed by the pro- 
phetic exclamation of her cousin Elisabeth, she enter* 
tained no proud or arrogant thoughts of her own merits, 
but ascribed all the glory to God, and regarded the 
choice He had made of one 'in her humble station, as a 
fulfilment of those divine promises given so many years 
before to Abraham ; and indeed it must be regarded in 
this light by all who carefully compare the one with 
the other*. 

SECTION VI. 

THE BJRTH AND CIRCUMCISION OF JOHN THE 
BAPTIST. 

# From Luke, Chaj> t i. 

And Elisabeth brought forth a son; and her neigh- 
bours and her cousins heard how the Lord had shewed 
great mercy upon her ; and they rejoiced with her. 

And it came to pass, that on the eighth day they 
came to circumcise the child ; and they called him Za* 
charias, after the name of his father: and his mother 
answered and said, Not so; but he shall be called 
John. 

And they said unto her, There }s none of thy kindred 
that is called by this name ; and they made signs to his 
father, how he would have him called. 

And he asked + for a writing-table, and wrote, say- 
ing, His name is John* And they marvelled all : And 

» Sec a Comment upon Mary's Hymn, in my Companion totha 
Book of Common Prayen. 

f By »igpr. 

his 
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his moutk was opened immediately, and his topgte 
loosed, and he spake and praised Go?. 

And fear came on all that dwelt round about them i 
and all these sayings were noised abroad throughout all 
the hill-country of Judea* 

And all they that had heard them, laid them up in 
tjfreir hearts, saying, What manner of child shall this 
be ? And the hand of the Lord was with him. 

Arjd his father Zacharias- was filled with the H»ly 
Ghost, and prophesied, saying, Blessed be ,the Lord 
God of Israel, for he hath visited and redeemed his 
people, and hath raised up a horn o( salvation for us, in 
the house of his servant David ; 

' As he spake by the mouth of his holy prophets, 
which have been since the world began : that we should 
be saved from our enemies, and from the hand of all that 
hate us ; to perform the mercy promised to our- fore- 
fathers, and to remember his holy covenant : 

• The oath which he sware to our father Abraham, that 
he would grant unto us, that we being delivered out of 
the hands of our enemies, might serve him without fear 
in holiness,, and righteousness before him, all the days o4 
pur life. 

N And thou, child, shalt be called the prophet of the 
Highest : for thou shah go before the fa*e of the Lord,, 
to prepare his ways ; to give knowledge of the salvation: 
unto his people, by the remission of their sins- 
Through the tender mercy of our God. : whereby the 
day-spring from on high hath visited us, to. give light 
to them that sit in darkness, and. in the shadow of death,, 
to guide our feet into the way of peace. 

And the child grew, and waxed strong in spirit,, 
and was in the desarts till the day of his shewing unto 
Israel. 

ANNOTATIONS 
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' ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS. 

We here find that the prediction of the Angel was 
fulfilled to Zacbarias and Elisabeth by their having a 
ton in their old age. There were so many wonderful 
circumstances attending the birth of John, that it natu- 
rally occasioned great astonishment in the minds of all 
who heard of them ; and as he grew np, it evidently 
appeared from the early sanctity of his life, that the 
Spirit of the Lord regulated his childish passions, 
and taught him betimes true wisdom. 

So much has already been said concerning the Cove- 
nant which God made with Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, and 
Jpavid 9 that it is easy to understand the allusions which 
Zacbarias made to them in the prophecy, which he 
uttered after his son was circumcised ; and we shall 
•oon see how exactly his prediction was verified, and 
that John was the very person whom the Angel had de- 
clared would come in the spirit and power of Elijah, 
and whom Malachs* predicted, would turn the hearts 
of the fathers teethe children, &c. 
. . The hymn of Zacharias is very properly introduced 
into the Church Service ; for every Christian has cause 
to rejoice with him, that the Lord God had visited 
them, and' remembered his everlasting Covenant; and 
through his tender mercies, caused the sun of, righte- 
ousness to arise upon those who, with the rest of the 
Gentile world, were once sitting in darkness and the 
shadow of death : let us therefore make it our daily 
prayer, that the light he hath given us may prove the 
means of guiding our feet into the way of peace ; and 
let us receive, .with thankfulness of heart, the know- 
ledge of salvation ! 

* Sec Sect* u» 

From 
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From the time of this transaction, we read 90 more 
in the Sospels, of Zacharias and Elisabeth ; and as they 
were greatly advanced in age at the bihK of their son, 
it is likely they did not live many years afterwards. 

Jehu gave early tokens of his courage * and pierjr- 
As he grew up,.he forsook the allurements of the worlds 
and passed his time in religious retirement, preparing 
himself for the great work he was designed for, and 
waiting the direction of the Lord in respect to his en* 
trance op his office., 

SECTION VII. 

AN ARGIL APPIAHETH TO JOSEPH IN A tlfAK^ 
JOfEFH OBKYETH THE DIVIDE COMMAKD, 

JFrom Matthew », Chap, i. . 

Now Joseph the -husband of Mary being a Just man, 
and- not willing to make her a public example, wat 
winded to put her away privily* 

But whilst he thought on these thfrrgs, behold, the 
j angel of the Lord appeared onto him in a dream, say- 
ing, Joseph, thou son of David, fear not to take unto 
thee Mary thy wife : for that which shall be born of 
; her is of the Holy Ghost. 

And sfye shall bring forth a son, and thou shalt call 
his name Jesus; for he shall save his people from theit 
tins. 

Now afl this was done, that it wight be fulfilled 
which was spoken of the Lord by the prophet, saying, 
Behold, a virgin shall bear a son, and shall call his 
name Emmanuel, which is, being interpreted, Go* 
With us, - .:•*.. 

Then Joseph, beirqj raised from sleep, did as the 
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angel of the Lot* had biddep him, and took onto hi* 
liis wife* 

ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS. 

It would require a particular explanation of th* 
Jewish law respecting divorces to describe the motives 
. which induced Joseph to resolve on putting away his 
wife privately ; it is therefore sufficient to -say, that at 
he behaved with great prudence, and wished to act 
with justice and kindness, Go d graciously interposed to 
guide and determine his resolutions, and t# preservt 
the reputation of Maty, which would have been in- 
jured, if her husband had even acted as he proposed to 
do* This Divine vision, from its agreement with the 
famous, prophecy referred to, perfectly satisfied the mind 
«f Joseph*, 

The name Jssvs is the same as Joshua* Joshua wa# 
Jthe Captain of the Israelites, who conducted them into 
Canaan. Jesus is called in Scripture the Captain of 
9ur Salvation. The name Jesus or Joshua signifies 
a Saviour., Joshua, under God, saved the people from 
the idolatrous nations; Jesus was to save the world 
from sin. Our Saviour, is synonymous with Emma- 
kuel; for God With us, is, our Saviour, and Our 
Saviour, is, God with us. 

It is very probable that the Angel Gabriel was sent to 
Joseph \ for as God had changed His dispensation, or 
mode of making His will known to mankind, and wa$ 
about to manifest Himself in Christ, He did not make 
His fresence visible by the same glorious appearance 
as formerly, but either sent His Angels with messages, 
or communicated to chosen persons, by Divine insptra- 

■ ♦ S«c. Stcj* ir. . 
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tion, farther information concerning the promised Mf $- 
•i ah, than could be obtained from the writings of 
Jdtits and the Pro/tkts alone. 

SECTION VIII. 

A PREDICTION OP THE PROPHET MICAH. 

Bvt thou Bethlehem Ephrata, though thou be little 
among the thousands of Judah, yet out of thee shall 
He come forth unto me, that is to be rukr in Israel ; 
whose goings forth have been of old, from everlasting, 

- ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS. 

This prediction evidently relates -to the wonderful 
child who was foretold by the other prophets, and pre- 
cisely points out the place of His birth ; it likewise in* 
timates an union with the Lord Jehovah. 4 

Let us now see where Christ was born. 



SECTION IX. 

JESUS BORN AT BETHLEHEM, AMI HIS BIRTH 
REVEALED TO THE SHEPHERDS. 

And it came to pass in those days, that there went 
out a decree from Caesar Augustus, that all the world 
should be taxed. 

(And this taxing was first made when Cyrenius was 
governor «of Syr^a. ) 

And all went to be taxed, 4very one into his own 
city.. 

And Joseph also went ap from Galilee, Out of the 
pity of Nazareth, into Jodea, unto the city of David, 

wfaick 
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which is called Bethlehem (because he was of the (rase 
amd lineage of David), 

To be taxed with Mary his espoused wife. 
And so it was, that while they were there she brought 
forth her first-born son; and wrapped him in swaddling* 
clothes; and laid him in a manger, because there war 
no room for them in the inn. 

And there were in the same country shepherds abiding 
In the field, keeping watch over their flock by night* 

And lo, the angel of the Lord came upon them, and 
the glory of the Lord shone round about them; and 
they were mc afraid. 

And the angel said unto them, Fear not : for behold, 
I bring you good tidings of great joy, which shall be 
to all people. 

For unto you is born this day, in the city of David, 
a Saviour, which is Christ the Lord. 

And this shall be a sign untp you.: Ye shall find the 
babe wrapped in swaddling-clothes, lying in a manger* 

And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude: of 
the heavenly host, praising God, and saying', - t 

Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, 
good-will towards men. 

And it came to pass, as the angels were gone away 
from them into heaven, the shepherds said one to an. 
other, Let us now go even unto Bethlehem, and see this 
thing which is come to pass, which the ^ord hath made 
known unto us. 

And they came with . haste, and found Mary and 
Joseph, and the babe lying in a manger. 

And when they had seen it, they made known abroad 
the saying which was told them concerning this child. 

And all they that heard it, wondered at those, things 
which were told them by the shepherds. 

But 
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But Mary ke>t all these things, and pondered them 
in her heart. 

And the shepherds returned, glorifying and praising 
God for all the things that they had heard and seen, at 
it was told unto them* 

ANNOTATIONS akd REFLECTIONS, 

Auguttui C&sar having brought all kingdoms inf* 
subjection to the Roman Empire, was regarded as so. 
rereign of the world ; and being desirous of knowing 
the number and wealth of the subjects of his vast do. 
minions, he commanded the governor of every province . 
to take an exact account of the name and estate of each 
individual, that a tax might be laid in proportion' to 
their circumstances . The provinces which had Roman 
governors were taxed by the Roman state; but Judea 
having a king of its own, who governed according to 
the Jewish law, and had the power of life or death, was 
called a dependent kingdom : the king alone paid a tri- 
bute to the Romarte, as a token of subjection to them j 
but his subjects were taxed by himself. Augustus^ in* 
tending to reduce his country in a short time" to the 
same condition as the rest., commanded that the gover. 
nor of Syria should enrol, or make a register-book, of 
the names and possessions of all its inhabitants ; but as 
the enrolment x>f such multitudes of people as the Roman 
empire contained took up ,a considerable time, the 
taxation did not take place in Judea till some years 
afterwards. 

Joseph^ and Mary his wife, though at this time of 

mean estimation, being both lineally descended from 

king Dai>rd> were obliged, by the emperor's authority, 

to be enrolled iri that town to which their family *be. ^ 

8 Unged ; 
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longed; and thus were brought to Bethlehem % where 
the prophet Mi'cah * had so long before predicted 
Christ should be bom. 

The town of Bethlehem was so fall of people, who 
attended to have their names enrolled, that Joseph and 
Mary were obliged to lodge in a stable ; and in this 
mean place was ushered into the world that glorious 
and' excellent person, whom from the beginning God 
had appointed to be the heir of all things; but as th& 
kingdom of the Messiah was not to be of this world, it. 
was needless for him to appear with the ensigns ef an , 
earthly prince : yet the Father would not leare him 
without witnesses. We see our Saviour, in this won- 
derful account which the Evangelist has given of him, 
surrounded with a brighter lustre than a court or a 
crown could have afforded : angelic legions are ,enu 
ployed to proclaim this new-born King, who were sent^ 
not- to the great men of Judea, but to humble pious. 
shepherds, diligently employed in the" duties of their 
calling. Wh* would not have gladly shared in theif 
poverty and fatigue, to have heard with them these tid- 
ings of great joy t ? 

But not to these poor shepherds was this joy confined; 
the glad tidings of .salvation were designed for all people. 
1*he Saviour who was born, was the Saviour of 
the world; .and all who believe that the infant Jesus 
was He, must experience the same jpy ; and surely ^they 
can do na less than praise and glorify God, for send, 
ing his holy angels to proclaim peace on earth, and* 
good ^nvill towards sinful men, and to make known the 
birth of the Redeemer. 

We may observe an evident agreement between the 

♦ Sec Seel. viif. t Doddridge'* Family Expositor. 

Predictions 
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Predictions concerning the new Corenant, Sec and the 
Tidings and Hymn of the Angels. t 

The former part of Isaiah's Prediction*, IJnto us m 
Child is born, unto us a Son is giwn, which had hitherto 
tteen incomprehensible, was cleared up by the birth of 
Jesus, who might justly be called Wonderful; and we 
shall see the remainder, concerning the other epithets ap- 
plied to him, sufficiently explained to convince us, that 
the prediction certainly related to him. : 

There are in ,the New Testament genealogies of 
Christ's descent, as the Son of Mary, and the reputed 
Sen of Joseph; by which we find that Jesus was line- 
ally descended f rom David; that He was of the tribe 
of Judah; that Me proceeded from Atrafatn, Isaac, 
and Jacob; that He was of the posterity of Shem, the 
son of Noah; of the race. of Seth, the,son QfJaput; 
tiat he was bom of a Virgin* and in., Bethlehem tfjudea*, 
Thus far, the prophecies were fulfilled. in His birth, as the, 
Son of a Woman: tyat He was also the Son of Goo +. 

SECTION Xi r 

THE ORIGIN OF THE WORD WHO WAS MADE MAN* 

From John, Chap* i. 

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was 
with God, and the Word was God. 

The same was in the beginning with God. 

All things were made by him ; and without him was 
not any thing made that was made. 

In him was life, and the life was the light of men. 

• Sect. i*» 
'+ The first of the Genealogies alluded to is in the first Chapter' 
•f St. Matthew's Gospel; the other, in the third of St. Luke's. : 

And 
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. r And the tight shineth in darkness; 'and'-th* ftffkndt ' 
comprehended it nei 

Htnitf in the world, and the world* way made *by 
him, and the world knew him not. ^ 

He came unto his own, and his own received hint 
not. . '. ' " : \ \' 

But as many received htm, to chenl gavfe Sfe powet hi ? 
become die sons of God 1 , **&*' to them' that believe on 
hid name. * : ' 

Which were bom, not of blood, nor of the wiff of tW 
£esh, noc of th£ wHI. of ihan, bat 1 of God. \ 

And : the Warto was made flesh, and dwelt amongst 
as ; arid we behefd'hk glory, ihe glory as Of theonly^* 
begotten Of hw Father, faH of grace and trfeth; ■ \ ' J \ :A 

The prophets in the Old Testament frequently speile* 
•f the Word of Ws'Loift'; and r we have before oKT* 
served, 'that He conld be no other than the Loan Oat> s 
thfegTeat Jraov*K, 4vr* Cod of <wy Goo, by tv^honr' 
the will of the eternal, infinite, and invisible D* r tV wW* 
made khowh to HiV intelligent' creatures ; and ditori&ft 
.whom He* feed ves 'their homage and adoration. " vl 

The Evangelist St. John f of whose Gospel this section*' 
19 z part) confirms the opinion suggested by the Scrip. * 
fires cfefthe Old Testament; for hi asserts" that the 1 
Word was tnrly s&d essentially G'od, tnfe C^eAto* Of ; 
all things'; tftar in hini wfcsr a real principle of eternal/' 
life, and that he wai'the author of sfiA&al Lifts o)tf 
Ihiixe Ksvriariort to mankind. 

It is evident, from the prophetic writings, that the' 
Woid was in the world, everi after* the glorious tnkhu 
festation of the Deity was withdrawn ; but for a long 
series of years, Hit light thiffeA in darkness, and the dark* 

-Tol. V. C msi 
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**?' c**tphffl?tfj* »*^for,manktnd ingenetal, tfiftengb 
the depravity of their minds, and tjbgir *©gtec^xf>£ J)u - 
vipt re velaticjn,; did. not: discover the geeat; Jbi^vah, 
through the cloud of error under which be was veiled 
f£>n» th,ek : eyes,i. )>ut ;Ws faithful servants, . whp fol- 
lowed the light, or took Divine revelation as a guide* 
^JW^&Jf SMWtf^to*** mou.&s 2 af Jiis 

ing His people, and accomplishing, by his omnipotence* - 
*U'&o BRFE *** *{ in^tewi^m^^^ v These 
were led to hope,, t^t He^ at Hi$ appoint ^tipae, would, 
hip ibp, vwjd wi^i JHi^ visjbjbe jjre^nce ;. but ; in/ what 
roa^p^ie ^ould^visit ^^p^^^^.cooldTifhtt^elLr. 
At length,^ a£.t£e. Evangelistj informs /.ps, 7$< W$wu> > 
•w/7j made fleihy and dwelt among us. The aeed of tne - 
woman^^BqnooC ^ttoiJfijgin, *be Soin al*o t>P!GoD, 

las^ing*", was born in Bethlehem of, Judea * ! , - v * 5 
Fro/Jj jthe; promise made, to, Adam and Eve, thus : 
i^^te4;hy : the history £f r t£e bitfh.o/jEMia, we-ina-jr ? 
^kf^ta^^hat ^f^ ^!? Q?!R,! M 4ff a f^ v - e 4" t ^. 8 W ct **y"- 
°R ^StfJfi^ ^ or himself! onp ; pf : the human race, .that -J^ 
might through Him restore man's t^itle. ftp haziness,* 
W$£h ^diam had forfeited by disobedience; and it -will 
evjden^appear, ^ rom : tne history of Jssus Christ, ; 
that! therpopijiEAii^welt in. Him* yriiich rendered Him, 
^^f^i.^^^ j 9 <$P ^nost .exaltgd # ranks of crea^dj 
beings^ fpr, af t^ \od% of ^n is, dignified and raised, 
above the bnjte creation, ^ the. union .of xhe. W> so , 
(though in a superlative degree) was^the soul of Jesv* 
digm&ed .by the union pf the Won p. . 

Thurdiit^Loai? Goo fay aside the glory, which; 
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He: used to display to ihe worlds and humble HimsdrV 
so as to manifest Hi* presence under the human form, 
fit the .person of Jesus; who by his means became the. 
nrisible image of the itrohihle Deity. * 

The manner of this wonderful union is beyond the 
reacK of our understanding to conceive ; but the history 
of our Saviour will prove that He was really i&an, of 
a, reasonable soul and human flesh subsisting, and at the 
same time really and truly the Word, the everlasting 
Son of the Father, full of grace and truth. 



SECTION XL 

THE CIRCUMCISION OF JESU8.— THE PROPHECIES 
OF ANNA AND SIMEON. 

. From Luke, Chaf, ii. 

And wh€n eight days were accomplished for the* 
c&rcumcking of tfa child, his name was called Jesus 5 
as /the anger who appeared to Mary before Bis birth* 
had said. 

And when the days of her purification, according to 
the law of Moses, were accomplished, they brought" 
him to Jerusalem, to present him tothe D»rd ; r * 

And to offer a sacrifice according to that .which is* 
sid ibri&e lawiofohe Lo&Dj a pair of turtle-doves, or 
fivoiyoung pigeons. * ' • - ' ' r ' . . • 

And behold, there was a man in Jerusalem whose* 
name was Simeon ; and the same man was just and de- 
vout,"*****^ for thd consolation of Israel : -and th(f 
Holy Ghost was upon' him. . ; r : ; ' * rricol 
^ Artd.it was! irev&Idi uwoi^im bytfte Holy Ghfct, 
<i Q z that 
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that he should not see death before he had seen die 

Loto'sCuiitT. 

And he came by the Spirit into the temple rand who* 
the parents brought in the child }astrs, to do for htm 
after the custom of the law. 

Then took he him up in his arms, and blessed God, 
and said, 

Lord, now lettest thou tbjr servant depart in peace, 
seconding to thy word ; for mine eyes have seen thy 
salvation: 

Which thou hast prepared before the face of all peo- 
ple : A light to lighten the Gentiles; and the glory of 
thy people Israel. 

And Joseph and his mother marvelled at those things 
which were spoken of htm. 

And Simeon blessed them ; and said unto Mary his 
mother, Behold, this child is set for the fall and rising 
again of many in Israel ; and for a sign which shall 
be spoken against : 

(Yea, a sword shall * pierce through thy own. soul 
also) that the thoughts of many hearts may be re- 
vealed. 

And there was one Anna* a prophetess, a daughter of 
Fhanuel, of the tribe of Aser; she was of a great age, 
and had lived with a husband seven years from her 
virginity: 

Aad she was a widow of about fourscore and four 
years : which departed not from the temple, but served 
Ggd with fastings and prayers night and day. - 

And she coming in at that instant, gave thanks Kke* 
itjtte onto the Loan, and spake of hint to all them, that 
looked for redemption in Jerusalem, 

An&whcn. they had peafagmeji aU. things according 



j by Google 



< ep ) 

to : the saw of the Lo ab, they returned into Galilee, t* 
{heir own city Naaareth, 

ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS. 

As J«su$ Christ wts born of a Jewish mother, and 
before the Mosaic law was abolished , Cod ordained 
that he should be circumcised, as the rest ef Abraham's 
descendants were, that he might fulfil the Law, and 
that the Jews should hare no pretence for rejecting 
him. 

it was ordained of tac Lord by Mines, that every 
mocker should present her first *b*m son at the temple, 
ia acknowledgment of the Lota's mercy to the Israel. 
i«et in saving tbeir fint4>or», when these of the Egyp- 
tians was* destroyed; but the tribe of Levi was set 
apart for divine service in their •stead, and parents were 
/allowed to redeem their children by the payment of* 
small sum, amounting to about twelve sniffings jmd silt* 
pence of oar money, and offering such a sacrifice as 
their circumstances could afford. The Virgin Mary 
being very poor, could not conveniently purchase** 
lamb for the purpose, bat presented two turtle-doves of 
young pigeons. 

Simmn was one of those pious Israelities who believed 
the prophecies, and earnestly wished for, and expected 
the redemption of Israel, In reward of his piety, God 
vouchsafed to make a particular revelation to him, 
which comforted his mind with an assurance that he 
should himself behold the MtssiiH; and by divine 
inspiration enabled him to bear testimony, that J z sirs 
was the Christ, and to foretel that he would not only 
be the glory §/ Israel, but a light to the Gentiles. The 
words, Lord, now let test thou tbj servant depart im 
peace, signified that Simeon was willing to. die, now he 
C 3 . lad 
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had seen the Christ: — His willingness to part with fife 
shews that his hopes of redemption extended beyond 
the grave. Simeon likewise predicted the resistance that 
would afterwards- be made to the propagation of the 
Gospel, and the sorrow which the Virgin Mary would 
endure for the sufferings of Christ. Anna being styled 
by the Evangelist a Prophetess, was, as we may. supposed- 
enabled by divine inspiration to beat testimony that tht 
infant J a sua was the Mi ssi ah. 

The account of these two venerable persons places 
their characters in the most amiable view. They be- 
held Mary presenting her babe ill the temple, and pay* 
ing that humble offering which the Lord had ap- 
pointed for the poorest rank of people. There was. now 
thing in the outward appearance of Jrsvs to distinguish 
him .from common infants, yet they willingly acknowl- 
edged hin\ as the Messiah, and rejoiced with raptur* 
ous delight that they had lived to behold him* 

Every person who will make ihe Scriptures his study, 
maj n*w* even in his. youth, without the extraordinary 
inspiration of God, obtain as perfect assurances aa 
Simeon ad Anna had, that Jesvs Christ was born, to 
be the Saviour of the world. Lot us therefore bless 
the Lorjd as they did ; and if we hear reproach. and in. 
dignity cast upon our blessed Redeemer, let us not be 
ashamed of him ; for we shall find the hopes of iinmorv 
tality and the means of grace, whkh Goo, through 
Christ, has graciously afforded us, the greatest.com. 
forts we can possibly enjoy : for it is the hope of saluu 
tion> alone :tl)at can enable us to depart in peace, and re^ 
cjcmcile jus to the thoughts of death. 
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, .SECTION XII. 

TH9 W1H MSN'S OFFEHINCJ 

Frw* Matthew, Chap* iu 
Now wffen Jisvs was born in Bethlehem of Judea, 

in the days of Herod the king, behold, there came wise 

men from the East to Jerusalem. 
] ; Saying, Where is he tfiat is born King of the Jews ? 

Ibr we have ' seen his- star in the : Eaft, arid ire come to 
Worship him, • ■ <" ; [j ■ * /^ 
- "When Herod rfcelting hac( heani these things, he was 

'iroahledi arid- all Jerusalem with Tiinfc- Add when he 

had gathered all the chief priests and scribes of the 
''people 1 together,' c lie demanded ! df them where Christ 

*hb&a^Bo^ i! -\ • \%: t: 

And they said unto him, In Bethlehem of* Judea f for 
thus it is written by, the prophet ; and, thou, Bethlehem 
in the land ofjuda, art not the least among' the princes 
4f Jtrda: for !out r of *he± shall eorite a Governor that 
shall rule mf people Iwaetv L ' ir '-'- i ' t -•"■ ' 

t Irheri'Hci'od, whe* be ltd privAy eaHed the wise 
''iieh, enquired-of them diligently what timer Ac 1 star 
laffttnoVI'- -• ' : '-•• i .' r '"*^ 

-" Arid he sent them to Bethlehem, and said-, Co; sink 
•searrh diligently for the young child; and when ye 
have found "him, bring me word again, that I may Come 
-and worship'him also. ; *■ 

\ Whett^they had heard the king* they departed, and 
Io, the star which they saw in the East, went before 
them, till it came arid stodd 6vef tfhere the young child 
^as. 

When fhey saw the star, they rejoiced with/exceeding 
great joy, ". - : > 

AsA whe»th«y«wer& come into the house, they' saw 

C 4 the 
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the young child with Mary his mother, and fell down, 

and worshipped him: and wjieri tney had opened their 

treasures, they presented- auto hi* $Hh • gold, and 

frankincense, and myrrh. 

And being warned of Goj> in a <lream> ; that *hey 
^ should not return to,Hexodj they departed, into, fheir 

vwn country another way, , .. 

i .•/^ n 4'T"P l x ^y wex ? #patted,' behold, /the angej of 
( the £o*9 appeared to Joseph in a dreani, saying 

Arise, and take the young child, and his f mother, and 
.Jleeiiito Egypt, and be /thoa theje. *ntJM tying thee 
.w^rd : fa Herod, w#l jeek the jwqg cjau-ld tft 4**fcf& 
:&m+ .., .. . : : ;i , : "f , T .1,,, [ >; - rf 

: v r!*^.** arose, he took the ypung. chii^ *$$*$&* 

mother, by night, and departed into Bffl$ii ^pl was 
: ^e. } i^ijilth? death of Herod. - ; ,• . f ,. 

ANNOTATIONS Aim RBFtECTIONS, ' ? 

- W^ these wise men. were, . wl* paid *fccif hftMf* 
to the infant Jesus, is a matter **f cUsptue with Ae 
:> Jearne4, ; : S©»e 4**ofc they *m* <5en|iteJPtiil©a0fheri 
&9«i Arabia, ao4 of the family tf Abmham, by hi* .wife 
Keturah. It is at least evident, that they wefe aetna^*! 
thy moijv(9$ of faith *#d p&et y t» under take a tafg /pur. 
iiey in consequence of. the appearance of to uncetnmon- 
star, or meteor, which by some supernatural means thefr 
were taught to expect would concept, tfiegi to the p&r* 
senceof a Prince, tp whonvGop refined them to pay 
homage. ; : • . • : 

The Messiah, as we learn from the Prophecje^, wa> 
sent into the world to be the Saviour both of the 3V«wi 
and Gentiles* % It please4 thb Ev*ai*AST^if<> F^Titbr, 
therefore, to give notice of his birth to each^hjtti ttqr 
might be cttspojed to rehire hiv^M^^isix^i^^U 

* .From 
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From what we formerly * read of the history oF/frrod, 
it appears that he was of a very jealous, suspicious 
temper r this king, therefore, mutt have been greatly 
alarmed, when he heard that the prince, of whose coming 
these was at that time a general expectation, was actually 
torn; and we cannot wonder that all Jerusalem should 
he troubled, as there was reason to apprehend this cruel 
vindictive king would commit great barbarities, in 
tfder to secure to himself the possession of his throne. 

It is wonderful that Hend should not send some of 
kit friends in whom he could coniide, to be present at 
the discovery of the rival Prince, and to bring him 
word at least where he was found, if they did not dis- 
patch him; hue in this the Everlasting Father'* 
protection of his beloved Son was visible. 

We find, that fne chief Priests and Scribes agreed 
with one consent, that, according to the prediction of 
the prophet Micah, the Messiah was to be born at 
Bethlehem; and HeUd himself seems to have believed 
that such a person was foretold, and yet he impiously 
resolved to destroy him, though from* his own age, and 
that of the new-born Prince, he had reason to hope he 
would not obtain the kingdom of J odea in his life. 
time. - 3 

The gifts which the wise men offered, were such as 
it was the custom of their country to present to illustri- 
ous personages, when they visited them ; and they af~ 
lorded a reasonable supply to Joseph and Mary in the 
journey which they were that night commanded to 
take, in order that they might be out of the way of 
Hnvd's persecution i n step the more necessary, as the . 
time for the Messiah's public appearance was not yet 
tome* 

* VpI. IV, of this Work* 

C 5 From 
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From the behaviour of these Eastern * ages, the ; moral 
philosophers of the present day may learn bmtditj* 
They were wfo men, yet they willingly re$%ned tjiftk 
minds to the belief of <#*>#)/* revelation, ifval.iafttftfc 
which seemed irreconcileable to hunufu reason— th*t«. aft 
infant, whose earthly parents had neither wealth, .inte- 
rest, or power, was of such high estimation in the sigh! 
of God as to deserve their homage ; and they gladly 
undertook a long fatiguing journey, in order tojjfea* 
testimony of their faith, and be mads partakers of the 
blessings God doubtless intimated he -would convejr 
through this infant to the human race,. It is reasonable 
to suppose, that the wi*$ men regarded our Saviour as 
a divine being; and that they reported, in their own) 
.country, what had been made known Ip.thep), V mi iq 
these blessed tidings, carried back fa/ greater treasures 
than they left behind." .• '-v? 

SECTION XIII. 

... - - *i • 

HSROD'f CRUELTY, AND THE RETURN OF JESUS 
TQ NAZARETH. " J 

From Matthew, Chap.\u , . ? \ , f 

Then Heiod, when he saw that he was mocked of 

the wise men, was exceeding, wroth, ftnd sent forth, 

and slew all the children ihat were in Bethlehem! and in 

all the coasts thereof, from two years old and. undej,. 

according to the time which he had diligently ena^r^J 

of the wise men. , .., , r ,; 

But when Herod was dead, behold, an angel of th$ 

Lord appeared in a dream to Joseph, in Egypt, saying. 

Arise, and take the young child, and his qtother,. and 

go into the land of Israe : for they axe dead which, 

•ought the young child's life. 



y Google 



( *5 > 

* lAnA-ht a#*se$ *nd t&k the' yo*n£ ttet& r afid frit no- 
the** and : tw*e4t)tothfe'land of Israel* • 

- But when he ifeard'tbat Arche&us did leigit in Judea, 
in the room of his father Ifcrod, he was afraid to go- 
thither : notwithstanding, being warned of God in a« 
dream, he turned aside, into- the parts of Galilee. 

And he came and dwelt- id a city called N**are*hy 
that it might be fulfilled which was spoken by the pro- 
phets, He shall be calk*! a I Nazarene* v - 

- And the chili : g*ew* and waked' strong in spirit, 
.Med with' wisdom; and the grace of -God* Was upon 

him. - J • - - .•••"- -.a- < . 

; . ■ . . v* ' . • > . • 

ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS.. . 

~ J&vm/; knowing tkatiflia^ty¥aWiy had made'kim ha?te- 
•Ibl-to the\Jews> was.appifeheh^e^thtft the. report of 
persons being <6vae from a distant country under the 
guidance of a won&r&l*ta*,«in search^of a **w King 
of the Jews, would confifito the expectation which sd 
much prevailed, o£ the approach of the Msssiah, antf 
occasion a resolution in- his kingdom*' To ; prevent tlris^ 
he resolved at all events to cut him o#y r afcd haying 
from his conversation with the wise menj v learnt What 
time the War first appeared, concluded. he'should be quite 
secure, if he destroyed all the infentsuncfer two years of 
age, as the young Prince could not be so old ; he there.* 
fore dispatched his- soldiers ito execute hi*' cruel purpose! 
But the Etbrwal Father preserved *ffc sdn rfom<faft* 
ing a victim to the tyrants ^cruelty, a^regafted Hh& 
with His constant favour. • ■ 

- It i* not possible- to describe; or e*e» fo conceive, the 
terror and consternation which the arrival of these 
bloody exeeotioners must:have r occasioned^as Bethiehenr f 
and it is quite painful to dwell on suck, a shocking sub. 

•C 6 ject | 
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ject : we will ttotfipe osdy ohfcfT*; <bfe*te **»*«• 
these little /«*»«** end***} we** of ftoft dimtifa? 
and there if oo doubt bat that tjtfy w*rt *t»pty recom- 
pensed by God, for rjaeftaarty ratal they auffiered «'«^ 
<#tm;t of fais Hot,* 0*a. Nov did their deaths go no- 
revenged; for ^rrW was shortly after seized with * 
sjtraogt and terrible distemper, of which he died >o gieat 
agonies *. By his will he settled his dojnioioiHi tin Ws 
three sons. Arcbtfakt, the eldest/son, he appointed hi* 
successor in that jart of the kingdom which imdoded 
Judea, Idumea^and Samaria 3 fa Pkfjp he gave Pane* 
and Balnea; to Htrod-Antifas, Galilee and Paraja* 
and to his sister SaUme he left a considerable sum of 
money* 

AetUUm % at the beginning of bit reign, caused 300 
of his subjects to be pat to death, under the pretence of 
a mutiny. The report of this deterred J$iffh from 
settling in his -dpminions, and be retired, into those of 
Jkrtd-Antiptiy who was ji prince of a milder disposition* 
apdas the birth of Jssvs was not so publicly known jj&> 
CJalUee as at Bethlehem and Jerusalem, Jvtyk migta 
think it more advisable tofet*e*t imosush a private 
pillage as Na%artth, than to fa && abode in any pppiu 
kms city. Here Jss9s was brought up oncfer thf care 
of Jfoupb vAMary* His progress in knowledge and 
piety ^shewed an uncommon understandings and pointed 
Him out to, the world as a .particular favourite of Hea+ 
Ypi> ; bu* the time was not come, at which He was to 
declare the <mli of thi Evsxi.AaTt»G Fatmiv '. 

Archdauiy following the example of H<r*d» render^ 
hrmself odiou* ab the Jaws: public complaint was made 
of him to M$uttuu who deprived him of hi* kingdom* 
confiscated his good*, and banished him to Vienna, a, 

♦ See Josephttfr Antiquities* *'F • : * 

tojra 
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town in Gallia, and reduced hw dominion* to the {onrf of 
a Roman pro? ince, which was from this timer fl*l<tf \j * 
governor sent from Rome, called a Procurator but was i* 
some case* subject to the president o* gov etnor of Syria. 

The Jews bad now additional reason tp believe that 
the Minus would soon. appear;, for the Patriarch 
Jacob, when at the pcfint of death* had predicted, that 
the sceptre should not depart from Judmh till Sbilok sbmUl 
cMmei and this, if seems, was the case* for as long as 
Judah continued, a ttjbe,. it. was partictfkrly. hononad 
a* such, both on account of Davidi and the expectation 
that the promised Saviour would proceed front it 3 hot 
wfeen CfftJfT was born, and Jndea became a. Roman 
province^ there. wa$ an end of the distinction. 

The Prophet Daniel also had a remarkable revelation^ 
which poinded out the tim*. of the Messiah's appear, 
ance ; but this we shall have occasion to examine in ant 
other place* 

5ECJION XIV, 
. jEstrs g6eth to Jerusalem a* Wfe&Vi years 

v . .: QF AG*.' .-,-.. ; ,;, rfr 

y r ; .;/ ftov* Luie 9 Cfop+M* .■ ; «, ■• . ^ ; ^ 

Npw his parents wept to Jerusalem eve^y j^w at the 
feas,t of the*Pas*ovcr, 

And when he was twelve yea^s olo> they wertf m> It 
Jerusalem, after, the custom of the. fefsi. : 1T 

And when they had. ful&ljed tt* days, attbqy «W 
turjoe^i tbpcj^J&svMarfiedtMWtfl diem in, Jerusa- 
lem 5 and Joseph and his mother knew potpf ^ : 

Jot they, supposing him to have been in the corn^ 
pany, went a .day's, journey 5 ,and they sought him 
among their kinsfolk and acquaintance. 
, ^AfOdwhen they foond hijoa wH, they tu/ned back again 
to Jeruiale^n, seeking him t .„ .*;,•• • .. 

And 
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**° 'Atii ifcatbe to p«f», thai kfWt tfcree^a^ they fcWntf 
fcito 1 rtf ^Hie-Temple; tftf&fc In the^midst of the dofctorv 
botfftiearlng them And asking them questions, "I 

-And* ill that heard him were astonished at his ralder- 
standing and answers. And when they saw him, they 
w*re aniafced : and his mother said nhtfc hito, Son, why 
hast thou thus dealt with us ? behold, thy father and 1 
have sought thee sorrowing. - ■ * ^ 

And he said unto them, Ho* ts it that ye sought me ? 
%»t ye* not that * I must be about my Father's bnsii 
iwss? - And flie f understood not the saying whieh- he 
spake nrtto them. 

And he went -down with them, and came to Nazareth,' 
and was subject unto then* : but his mother kept all 
these sayings -in her heart. - *~ - * - 

- v And Js sirs* increased in wisdom and stature, (and in 
iavour with Grfb and man. ' ...» u» 

\ AjNNOT^9NS and REFLATIONS. . 

The children of the Jtfos were usually taken to Jeru- 
salem at twelve years of ^age, and at. thirteen they were 
ekarfririfcd befdfe the Masters ^fHhe Synagogue, ancP con- 
firmed by the Doctors of the Law- in the principles of 
therewith religion. This ceremony, which 'answered 
to the Christian ctoe fci^dnfrrmatioB, was performed wiA 
d^<^^r4^ert*W»dbihe5iietion%. : -[ V : " i% 
-* JtsW'offcrfcd -himielf^ftMr^M^ eikmfnatibn a year 
.sooner tJttu?the?ttsaa4^n^ J a¥Ri displayed a perfect 1 un. 
il^tatldin^ i itffe8peW' l t(o < tho«e points- to which' it was 
fcustomary to ^uestiof^cKIdreh-of * more advanced age^ 
after they had beet*,- from ti^lvVrVthirteen/m a course 
of ^'t^iii^Hao^/prepttrtlti^hl - On what other 5 pt£nts 
he conversed, we are not toldf but it deems tfirDb^to^s 
* ■ were 
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frcramstttnislied aft ids' wisdom; andiw^snay conclude 
that,: &&diy§ him -qualified^ they con£aned]hisi».o£ithe)E 
wddldizkftthaVe sufitred Jiinrt^^t among them. - j<. i ^ 
\ W^Jca^fronv^halattenfjaitaf this.stciibn, that oufc 
Saviour's £wr> advanced gradually towards the suture 
ofia* issny. and thai chia s&imzte a progress in wisdom. 
He certainly then tad a: humirt nature, like all other chilw 
dren;- but, it day. bfe. asked, whence had /he such uru 
con&nosii wisdom*? t r J£*we: .consider the mean condition 
of Joseph and Mafy* we can scarcely suppose/ that -dbcjr 
Twerp capable of instructing the Holy Child themselves^ 
neither could they afford to pay for his being instructed 
by others,; we most, then conclude* that the *dMu6*a~ 
ture united with Jiis soul,, infused into if that knowledge 
which it was necessary for kirn .to. possess, and taught* 
trim Jkxw to,uDdetitand;tbc Scriptures, and to fulfil the 
Arties ofeyer^ stage of life with the exsctosj propriety 
Io this manner. was the Mbssi.sh educated. - , -< *> : .\ 
: ;Itisjejr#ent,.fromjOBr^li0*^^^ 

that he was at that time acquainted with his relation to 
the..E**fc*fAiJj Fat0»r*v/ Wi&tye. m*t* tbmt Jimt&i bt 
etpiLmjt .Father* i:JmMn^sf toftfr \&mo$texe£yMtttj* 
*H*1&& Jmmtjfe *tyi9fr$alb*?x H**\v? # • ,;Ji ..* . » . 
. .Itsfcpojd be/ffrrtfvtfy remeinJpefed, that d^xueum- 
sfances of ourSA^iGtJfc'sJife were recorded, not merely 
19 display his? character, J»ot to* give an, example to, this 
FOrid, wjbicb every ^rist^ns^o^d/epde^xpu#^imuiase 
to the^tiR^sf : of bib power. The pfesfi&t section exhibits' 
some Jwtticttlar* yhfck demand, the att$«ti©p oCXWrfts* 
It issftid that out hoko increa^ ii\ a* j^js.( by. whkfa 
is meant religions, knowledge f) a&Jie g*ejw in, statures* 

,J » See Wkiiby to* 1 other cbniflletotors. •* 0iv i: - 

+ This is the fctrijJttiVe sense of the "Wortf wb&6uU~&cc Prol 
vers* ol Sofomvn. v -■ * ? *■ - '^j> *u \l.-\ ,>:, .i '-'i- -'■< * 

•'•■•' ;• * 6 - An 
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All young, fmons. should endeavoor to do the tana&f 
apd-if they are tculjr desirous* rjslthis wisdoip, their. Sa~ 
vi our wiH assuredly graotitbein the aid of hit Hofy 
Sprit, and leadthem bn^foopa virtue tot virtue^ till tfcejr 
gain the &voor of Goo- andjnaru 
* Oar Lord, though he stood in 00 need of haaun in- 
struction, submitted himself to the examination of the 
Doctors, Young Christians should in like manner sob- 
ant to the. ordinance of confirmation but not till they 
onotastand -the principles of that holy religion, whose 
obligations- they engage themselres by this rite to per- 
fefift,' 

--Our Saviour, though he was acquainted with his re- 
lation to the ETtnirAL ^Father, Hted in dutiful sub- 
|ecttoa to Mary, tjie mother of his human naturt, and 
Joseph her husband. - In doing this; he set- an ejmnple of 
tip befw^iouf proper to be observed, ra>t; only cowards 
natural parent », but to those also who, under the iieno*. 
agination ot fatten and to*i&trsUx-Ia*w, supply a parent 'a 
place; ■>.■■■ « ' >>->• - '• 1:* 

* ft « supposed that jsWrwvougtiT with Joseph aft a 
caxpeittei f ^iid *ha?9 after the death of hi* repm^t ra- 
ther, he followed the* satae occupation r but this *Vme» 
oonjeeturt^lbr the Evangelists have' omitted ftany iir- 
oumstanjees of our Lord's private Jileyrts hw public acts 
were so numerous, that they were obliged to pass ovui 
nwabers even of them, to prevent their Gospel* front 
being too voluminous. We may however* infer, Aat> 
tilt thd tinfte of his ministration, our LtfayitVed i* a 
state of obscurity, distinguished from other' men only 
by his amiabte, life and conversation, which w**e fet~ 
fectly conformable to the. Will ^Goo, and gained hjm 
the esteem of aU \$„ whom he was, known. 
In the 1 8th year of our Saviour,?* Uki died 

Augustus 
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Augustus Caesar, after a reign of near fcrty years. He 
was succeeded by Tiberius, a son wbom hit wife Livid 
had when she was married to a former husband, bat a 
prmoc of a very different disposition from his predecessor. 
Tiberius, in the- second year of his accession, appointed 
to the government of Justice, Valerius Grattot, who was 
the fourth governor since the banishment of ftichelaus. 
Grattun having continued eleven rears, was recalled, and 
JPonuo* Pilate, a man of a fierce, cruel/ and covetous 
temper, w a* appointed in his atead. 

section xv;' 

wsb vatACMitfo pv job* thi larnt*. 

- from Luis, Chap* \xu , 

Upm mi the. fifteenth yw of the reign of Tiberim 
Cesar, Pontius Pilate being governor .of Jodea, and 
.Itood being tetorch of Galilee, and bis brother Philip 
sctcarch of Iturea, and of the region of Trachabitis, sad 
lyaawas tfce fetrarch of Abilene. 

Annas and Caiaphas being the high priests, the void 
rfCs^ name onto Jfohtvtbe job s>f Zacharias, mthe 
wilderness. : * 

As it is written in the Prophets, Behold, I send nrf 
messenger before thy fete, which shall psepate thy way 
before the*. 

The. jrmce <©f one crying in tie wilderness, Prepare 
ye the way of the Loan, make his piths straight. 

The tatoe* dime for a witness, toixar wkndss'af the 
Jigfrt, that all men through him might believe. t 

He was not that light, but was -sent to bear withes* 
of that iighc That was the tree ligh t, which, lighteth 
everylsnanftfcei cometh into the world. >k "■ -• - i ^ - 
c.u-- ' " " And 

y 
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! And John was clothed with camel's hair, and with* a 
girdle of a skin' about his loins j and he did eat locusts 
and wild honey. * " 

And he -canoe into all the country about Jordan, 
preaching the baptism of repentance for the- remission 
of sins, saying, Repent ye ; for the kingdom of heaven 
is at hand. 

As it is written in the book of "the words of Esaias 
the prophet, saying, The voice of One crying in the wik» 
dcfness, Prepare ye the way of the Lord, make bis 
paths straight. 

Every valley shall be filled, and every mountain and 
' hill shall be brought low; and the crooked shall be 
made straight, and the .rough waya shall x be made 
smooth ; and all flesh shall see the salvation of God. 

Then went out to him Jerusalem, and all Judea, and 
•all the region round about Jordan, 'and Weie toptfced of 
.him in Jordan, confessing their sins. : "* " l • ' fc - ' x 

<; . But* when he saw* maay of the Pharisees affi&Sacfdocedii 
tometo his Jraptism, H? said uiW*hea§, O feneration' of 
vipers, who hath warned' you to flee -from the Wrath t& 
jcome? '"''•.-• ; '. '• ;'.*.- 

• ■ firing forth therefore fruits meet for ttpfcftttace. And 
, think not to say within yourselves, We have Abraham 
to our father r fori say onto you, that 4 (God is able of 
these stones to* raise op children «ntp Abraham* ! 

And now also the ax is laid unto the root of the trees t 
therefore svexy^tree which bnngeth not forth good fruit, 
is hewn down, and cast into, the fife; ; - * 
ct And <the people *sked him, saying, What shall we do 
then? He answereth and saith unto them, 5 He that 
hath two coats, let* htm impart to him that hmh none j 
and he thaiihat^mektytlet him do likewise*" . 

Then came aha Publicans to he baptised, and /said 
i. h unto 
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onto him/ Master, Wjhar shall we do ? And he said onto 
themj-Ex&et TU&J<»o**fhan that whkh w appointed you. 

And the* soldiers likewi^ 1 demanded of him, saying, 
And what aftall we do*? * And he wid onto them, Do 
violence to* no man, neither accuse any: falsely, and be 
content with your wages. 

And as thefeoptewere^rtt>*Xf>ectation, and all men 
zncis«d> in tlbk heart* o#» John, whether he were the 
QH-Kmoir<ntotp.v.' .«; -• ./ y ■ -i i • . "; • 
.: Johm answered; spying -unit© thefcn all,-I indeed^l)^- 
tibedyon with water ; but one mightier than 1 comet h, 
tfeJatdhet of whose shoes I *m not worthy to unlooset 
ke shaft baptise you< wiA thtUdy ^Ghon^ and Wit! 
Are* ' jfi>' ;» V .''•/:. t . ^*li u>. i- •.< * 

Whose fan is in his -hand, awd &* will- Ifciofcwsghly 
piirge Ms ' floor, and > will 4 gather ' Ws { wh*W iat^Jhis 
gamer; but the duffi* will burn with n>e tto*u«*cia 
aUe. .». .. JiA , : •' ?.:"-," /.,• ' .~ •';■:• .< 5"*— • "> 

JAAni m*^, otter 1 things in his ^ exhortation i? reached 
fc**nto the pet^fct .-Ji \//.\.«i^U,^:i. ""• 
.'. U -hi •.»,;. •> . -j.-» ; -. is,";. i '.:; - '-' f vr bib »•» vH/' 

v, The Wonderfo^circwmttaiices of ^ssVsburthyandtho 
pred^rionssf the J*gi4 a**) Miliarias concecnwig him* 
have already fcewi related j and we also* know;, that the 
ancient Prophets fcret*fdy that sv messenger UiduW bestial 
to~prepare the world for che- recepwon of the Messiah* 
Thesa predictions were al^ completely fnlfilledin Junki 
the Baptist j wire,. aiGo^'tfiap^int^t^e^she^ediliim- 
seif as:a P^j&^/y^fbretdlui^ ttie bpgrbadu ofhthei Sau 
vtxtux, aftdLalso as; a wubeas that Jesus wasuhe very 
ftxsokqtJfi - .'.: *• o • .;. -i -t 1 .:>: ; ;.' •• ,.«\t" .. : -- : " ii 
; .- /fbe , Erangeljst is- very partktslat in 'respeqg td tM 
exact time of Jobu** appearance, ,&o that the falsehood 
•? might 
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might have been easily defected*. t£fhefe had never been 
such a person ;- and, a Jefwisb kistpri** attest*, tfcat.Jfefar 
lived in Judea.ii -the rejgn of \kh*4-A*fy**** 

Jn his outwairf appeafanfie, ^jfor .greatly resembled 
the prophet £///>£,; and the same piety an<4 zeal ani- 
mated his heart : there was nothing of excessive rigour, 
but orjjyfof.graat sin^icjtjfjinrhie Jnawer. The place 
wfce*e h# presachejd w t as «^t a^unikh«Wiced deaeit* to 
it had six cities in it ; but it was a part of the tannery 
Wtto well cultivated and peopled as the rest of Judea. 
The fo9dt wWch he ate ww the natural produce of *h« 
country* Locust* are a kind of large grasshopper*, land* 
Pfe? »p«ii\klodi . Jirith *lt and fried, are said t* taste 
much like river cray-fish. WW honey is that w{uck 
fcfcWit>tree#a4idlfec^^ . • •'** / 

Jffo TO* bjF With * priestj and ai^ucfehadauth^rilK 
t« fie*&^<ftd» besides his twrttpiifcy 4«bejQf^ he bo*e 
evident marks of prophetic inspiration. All these caw*» 
<»n<3Ufr^d tamrfdOx^tke attention e-fr<*e pe#pk so iris 
doctrine, and without doubt they wef* r «KJp«A?t<),)ioo3r 
why he did not, like the other priests, deliver his doc* 
trine •«' the A ^ag6gues v ~w^ 4nit this he 

tttaHnoi dd, -bataise the aski* -of tlk Sanhedrim, or 
great council, would have, prevented him, as he spakt 
in opposition to. their cessions* Now Christianity is 
established, fiekUpreadiieg is unnecessary, because there 
are places far public worship {tovided, wheue Christians 
«ay assemble without obstruction or ummqfcion. 
- The, Jewish churchy to»whickJfj£« w*s sent *d an* 
nnuncfl tbecossingrof life Messiah, was at that time* 
aa Ms been befbne observed* in * barcenaoL desert con*, 
dition ; unfit, without reformation, for the reception of 
her King* It was tnkhis desert country , desert in respect 
* *'" - •*- •' : * -+ tt«e$htM*s AtitVjuitiet. - "_ * 
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to ypitaual things, that John was sent txt prepare the 
way of the Lord, by preaching repentance. 

It. appears from the history, that the person of Jesvi 

was unknown tQ John, which nitght very possibly be 

the case, because they had from their infancy lived in 

distant .places ; cot John receive'd, by divine revelation, 

s> commission to* point Cmttsi^oo^tO'the Jews, as soon 

as he should be niade known i& himself; and in the 

■lean wbilef be was" to reaiovfe 'Ihe 'wrong notions they 

entertained : respecting the Ktogdom of the Messiah. 

The people/ from the prophecy 'of Daniel, were in full 

expectation, -that? the kingdom of the God of heaven, 

under Messiah the PrkuJe, would shortly appear \ and* 

their subjection to* the* Roman power made them impa. 

tient for its approach. r They werej therefore, extremely 

attentive to Johny when he pleached, that>£* Kingdom $f 

btatvtn *va**t hand; to* could- not reconcile his doc 

titnes with the idea they had formed of this kingdom,' 

which they supposed would be like that of David and 

Solomon, and exari their church and nation to the 

greatest height of power, splendor and solemnity, John 

preached the baptism of Repentance, teaching them, that 

the works- ot ceremonial observances of the- law, in which 

they made righteousness td consist, would not procure 

diem salvation ; but that they must seek for acceptance 

from God upon other terms *, must repent of all the 

irregularities of their lives, and be baptized in token of 

tlse»ssaiereofesrr6 to be washed and cleansed from them ; 

assuring toe people* that if- they attended to fhjs in. 

stitation in a truly pemient manner, they might con. 

stder;iras a pledge or token of their bemg freely for. 

given of God ; and as a- sign to distinguish that rem. 

• Dsidridge'sFantify fcpojitor. 
t. ' nant, 



y Google 



( 46 ) ■ m 

cant, which (*o» r by. the .prophet: $faiac&*{ bad; pro-* 

mised to spare *• • .-- n •--'•• 

The sect o£. the fforixes .was oneriof the. most an- 

cient and most considerable sects among the Jews ; its 

origin is not very well known. It was very: numerous, 

and distinguish^ $qm other Israelite* by a greater? ap-. 

pearance of. sanctity and) sfrjtetneas of life. cThelJhari* 

sees ^bstituted hi^nann|ra4iAiOii in the room* of ,Qcu> *s. 

wr^ten wqrd,,ancV jn eftr Lord's aad Johnrthet jHaptistf» 

time, ther were ftrqud, «$vetous, unjust;, superstkioosy 

and hypocritical ;. yet> /hey f were held in gijeati.estima* 

tion by the common people* on account of their- eminent 

learning and' pretensions topy:ty« * ■ ■ . - 1 t .-. i ' «: 

Tip, SaJduteet w*s a^fcftf, principal Beet of J^HfcJewsfc 

What chiefly distinguished thejn was, that .they* .denied 

the immortality of the soul; and consequently dishes 

lieved the doctrine of a future sfettepf regards and pu- 

nishments. Notwithstanding these erroneous opinions^ 

the Saddueees were in the chief employment of ,&* 

nation, and many of them even priests* > . ■. t ;-v...«> 

The Publicans were a set of men, whose oJBteif vn% 

to collect the taxes which the Romans imposed ahj the} 

jews, and to pay them to others, who were called the 

Chiefs of the Publicans ; and these people, being rgeneU 

rally persons, of an infamous character for their ifcjusrtiefe 

an4 oppression, seem, to have applied, to fakrt tihdcKit 

"sense of guilt* , • .*., • w «*on£.tn ^ .-i • 

. The Baptist's address to the J? fer/jau mAiSfiWwct** 

implied, that so far from being accepted as the children, 

of Abraham, they, would be rejected as. a face! oMrafrf! 

mischievous creatures, unless they beeame * traelpemv 

tents, and entirely forsook their sins j and thtt tbe.verjr; 

* Sec S«ct* ii. •;./'• 

Stows, 
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states, if God thought. proper, to animate them,- might 
become, in a much uobkr sen^e of the word, children 
to Abraham f by imitating his faith and obedience, which 
would entitle tf^em to be partakers in the promises » 
made to that Patriarch, That the Pharisee* and Saddstm* 
cees might be truly sensible of their danger, the Baptist 
.warned them, in vehement and. forcible language, (to 
expect those judgments • which had formerly- been <te*« 
nounced by the Prophets. 

The Pharisees and Sadducees were offended with this 
address, and refused' to be baptized ; but the common 
people were alarmed, and requested John to inform, 
them how they shoujd escape this dreadful condemna- 
tion ; on which he told them to be careful, not only to 
observe the ceremonies of religion, but** to practise the 
duties of charity and justice, also. - 7 ' . > . 

John, finding that ; raaay: began to think him, the^ 
Messiah, immediately acquainted them he was not 
so, and. proceeded to describe. the office, of Christ;. 
acknowledging that Christ would be greatly superior, 
to himself, as by the baptism of water he could only : 
cleanse the hodj % whereas Christ would with the Holy 
Ghost purify the mwd; and. finally separate, the good 
from the bad, as the husbandman separates the wheat , 
from the chaff; and take the good to heaven, but doom 
die wicked to a place of everlasting torment, . 

The spirit of prophecy, which scents to have been . 
withheld from the time oi'Maiacbi, now openly revived.: 
in John; for though bis predictions agreed with the** 
ancient prophecies* he mentioned many circumstances, 
which could only be known by divine revelation to 
himself, particularly the doctrine of repentance and re* 
mission of sins, the approach of the M&ssiah, and the 
baptism oftke,;tfoLY Ghost. 

'- ' When 
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When we read the discourses of Jehn the Baptist* we 
should cowider them addressed to ourselves, as well 
as to the Jews ; for we equally stand in need of repent- 
ant*. The Sacrament of Baptism wffl prove ineffectual 
to our salvation, unless we perform the condition^ made 
in -eijr name, and endeavour to live as becomes those 
who t axe made children of Go»* members of Christ, 
aoi inheritors of the kingdom of Heaven. 

SECTION XVI. 

t A l PASSAGE OF THE PROPHECY OF ISAIAH RELAT. 1 

' ■ ■*"" 

I NO TO THE MESSIAH. C ■ ' 

' (., . i ! .;>. 

Frm t$ai§h % Cfop.xi* ■ • 

And there shall come forth a rod out of the stem of 
Jesse, and a branch shall grow out of his roots* » 

And the spirit of the Lord shall rest upon* him , the 
spirit of wisdom and. undemanding 4 , the spirit of counsel 
and might, the spirit of knowledge, and 6f the fear of 
^ the Lord. ' . 

And shall make him of quick understanding in the 
Year of the Lord : and he shall not jtfttge after the sigfit 
of his eyes, neither reprove after the hearing of his 
cars. 

But with righteousness shall he judge the poor, and' 
reprove with equity, for the meek of the earth : and 
he shall smite the earth with the' rod' of his mouth, and 
with the breath of his Hps shall he slay the wicked. ' . 

And righteousness shall he the girdle of his loins, and 
faithfulness the girdle of his reins. 

i ANNOTATIONS aitd. REFLECTIONS, 
This passage of Isaiah'sprophet/ certainty relates to 
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the Messiah/ and intimates, that he would be particu- 
larly distinguished from all mankind, by the circum- 
stance *£ the Spirit of the Lord resting upon hint; or, 
in other words, by the constant inspiration of the fib ly 
Ghost. 

Under the Mosaic dispensation, we read of the Spirit 
of the Lord coming upon particular persons, such as 
Moses, Joshua, Sampson, &c. who by this means were 
endued with. supernatural wisdom, strength, courage, &i 
■or they were enabled "to forctel future events, impene- 
trable to human reason ; and, compelled by an in*, 
pulse, which they could not resist, to declare the dMtie 
Will and Commandments to othars. This is what we call 
divine inspiration, and the men who were thus inspired, dew 
nominated Prophets. The Prophets were mere men, arid in 
common had no guide but human reason; but oco£> 
sional inspiration improved their understandings, and 
had undoubtedly an influence on their lives, which they 
willingly devoted to the service of the Lord, who had 
thus honoured them ; and endeavoured to reform ttk 
rest of the world, both by their conversation and exam- 
ple. The Messiah was to b<f eminently distinguished 
above these : for the spirit of wisdom and understanding, 
the spirit of knowledge, and the fear of the Lord, was to 
w/ on- him, or remain constantly with him, that he 
might be qualified to judge with righteousness, -and 
reprove with equity ; which no mere human being could 
do in all instances, men having no means of forming any 
judgment of things, but from the sight of their eyes and 
the hearing cf their ears. 

Let us npw go on with the history, " and see whether 
it was made evident that the Spirit of the Lord restef 
Upon Jesus Christ. . , 

Vol. V. D SECTION. 
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SECTION XVIT. 

k #fifc BAPTISM OF JESUS. — THE HOLT SPIRIT 
VISIBLY DESCENDS ON HIM. 

Fro/» Matthew, Chap. iii. — J^^, C&7/. l. 

Then cometh Jesus; from Galilee to Jordan unt» 
John, to be baptized of him. 

But John forbad him, saying, I have need to be bap. 
biased of thee, and contest thou to niu? And Jesus 
.answering, said unto him* Suffer it to be so now ; lor 
rthus it becometh us to fuifil ail righteousness. Then he 
suffered him. 

And Jesus, when he was baptized* went np straight. 
*ray out of the waer: and lo, the heavens were opened 
jwnto him, and he saw the Spirit of Gw descending 
4ike a dove, and lighting upon him. 
' t And lo, a voice from heaven, saying, This is my be. 
Joved Son> in whom I am well pleased. 

John bare witness of hu», and cried/ saying, This it 
lie of whom I spake. He that comcih after me, is pre- 
ferred before me ; for he was before me. 

ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS. 

We must perceive a wemderful difference betwixt 
*fce reception which John the Baptist gave, to the peopte v 
Xivhc flocked around him from different parts, and to oar 
Saviour. — The former he called upon as shiners to 
itpeni, aiid be baptized ; our Lord he adcfrt«sed as one 
from whom he stood in fteed of bapism himself, the 
1>aprism of the Holy Ghost, of whi«*h he -had adver- * 
tised his fol. ■«<•: • , nor was th< Baptist willing o pei\- 
form hia uifrce to * person so infinitely his supeJor, till 

fee 

/ ' Digitized by.VjOC 



4*e ui^afttood that by doing* so he *hoaId be fristrtmrtrt. 
4tl to the MftsslAH** fulfilling all rigbttsinien. 

Otfr Lorv had been circumcised, in order to fu It 
infos own divine person the Jewish law ; *nd he sub- 
mitted to be 'baptized in order to sanctify the Sacrament 
«f Baptism, which was tol>e to Christians instead of the 
Jewish Tite of circjmcision r hut probably there was still 
& higher reason— when our Lord had been baptized in 
Under to fulfil all rigbteousttes*, the Holy Ghost visibly 
descended upon him, and he was declared by a voice 
from heaven to be the beloved Son a/God, in ivbom be 
iwzs well pleated* These circumstances were perhaps 
intended to encoirage those who should afterwards be 
baptized with a view to righteousness, to hope that tb»y 
.should- be acknowledged as the adapted child n qf Guo, 
and receive the Baptism of the Holy Ghost; lor it 
was jipon the bttwan nature of the second Adam, the 
great refrescntative of all mankind, that the Holt 
Spirit descended. 

J-esus, knowing that it was the will of the Etbr> 
hal Father that he should enter on his ministry, left 
bis private retirement at Nazareth, and came 10 Jobv to 
be baptized,, that he might authorise the Baptist's pro- 
ceedings by his public approbation of them, and also re- 
ceive the testimony of the Holy Spirit, that He was 
the Messiah. 

We cannot form an exact conception of the descent of 
the Holy Spirit,. which on this occasion assumed a 
'visible appearance ; but from. John's prediction concern, 
ing the nature of the Messiah's office # , we may sup- 
pose, that it resembled fire .descending gently on his , 
.head, like the hovering of a dove. Thus was J esus, in 

* Jfe#h»U tejRjpe with the Holy ptoft tad withfirc* 

3 «rdej& 

r 
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.order to distinguish him as the SdH dp* God, m&biy 
anointed with the spirit of wider standing, Sec.*-; aad »nae 
•shall find that this £//r* actually rested upon him* J 

It appears from the testimony of John^, that he was 
•not only assured by the Holy Spirit, that Je$us w*s 
the Christ, but was also, made acquainted with' the 
, divine nature of the Messiah; for, in respeet to his" 
.birth and ministry, Jesus was after John, but jthe Wor.d 
.was before him, having existed with the Father frog* 
all, eternity. 

SECTION XVIII. 

THE TEMPTATION OF JESUS. 

From Luke \ Chap. iv. — Matthew, Chap.iv. - 

And Jesus, being full of the Holy. Ghost, returned 
from Jordan, and was led by the spirit into tfye wilder- 
ness, to be tempted of the devil. 

And when he had fasted forty days and forty nights, 
he was afterward an hungered. 

And when the tempter came to him, he said, If thoa 
be the son of God, command that these stones be made 
bread. 

But he answered and said, It is written, Man, ; shall 
riot live by bread alone, but .by every word that pro. 
ceedethout of the mouth of God t. 

Then the devil taketh him up into the holy city, and 
setteth him on a pinnacle of the temple, and saith unto 
him, If thou be the son of God, cast thyself down: for 
it is written, He shall gwt his angels charge concern- 
ing thee, and in their hands they shall bear thee up, lest 
at any time thou dash thy foot against a stone. 

* See Sect xviii. $ Dcut. tui.^.* 

^ * •'" * Jksus 
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•Jsstfs «afth onto him, It is written again, Thou shalt* 
net temp* the Lord thy God. 

Again, the devil taketh him up into an exceeding high '* 
mountain, and sheweth him -all the- kingdoms of the 
world*, and -the glory of them : 

iAnd saith unto him, AH these things will I give thee, • 
if thou wilt fall down and worship me. 

•Then saith Jesus unto him, Get thee hence, Satan : 
for it is written, Thou sha'lt worship thz Lord thy 
God, and him only shah thou serve. 

iThen th* devilleaveth him, and behold, angels came, 
and ministered an to* him. 

I ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS. 

In order to understand what is here related of our 
Lord's being tempted by the Devil, we must still con- 
aider him, with reference to his human nature, as the 
second Jdam. 

\ When our first parents, through the temptation of 
Satan, disobeyed the Divine command, human nature 
(which at that time was comprised in them) fell under, 
the condemnation of death, and they could not them, 
selves restore life to it; but it pleased God, ever merci- 
ful apd kind to His creatures, to give comfort to the 
offending pair, and to their posterity through them, by, 
promising that the seed of the ivcman should, by bruising 
the serpent's head (or vanquishing the enemy that se- 
duced mankind to sin), repair the mischief which they 
had done to their species ; and, in order to heighten 
their comfort, the Lord God immediately gave them a 
visible security for the performance of this promise, by 
degrading the serpent, which had been the visible agent 
in their seduction. 

It hat already been proved, from the miraculous con- 
D 3 * ception 
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•option of J emts> tfca* He was the p*mmd seedy aft 
God acknowledged Him as His Belovsd S<wf, a* his* . 
baptism. 

The Apostle St. Paul, in his epistles, speaks of Cmnwr 
as a second Ada tr>* ', in whom all who were dead,"or umfctv 
the condemn* tioa of death* through \hejirst Adam> should 
be made alive. ~ . 

It has been shewn- in a former section, that our Lor* 
bad in reality a human nature 7— when this nature aiw. 
rived at full maturity,, and He was, according to thft 
Jewish law, of age to become a teacher* it was. the will 
of the Father that He should begin Bis wokk.zs tb&m*.. 
itorer of righteousness ; the first part of which work was, 
to resist temptation as the sectad Aj4ri> and* 10 Kq:<\c% 
mankind, by *his example, how to overcome the /X?a>i/ V - 

The first Adam, when tempted to eat the "forbidden 
fjruit, was in possession of the human faculties in full 
perfection, the natural man was perfect in him ; but 1 Re' 
yielded to temptation, and brought death upon him sell 
arid all mankind* The second Adanr % Immediately after, t 
his baptism, was filled with the Holy Ghost^ ih&' 
Spirit of wisdo.n and understanding, the spirit of coun^' 
sel and strength, the spirit of he knowledge and the few 
of Jehovah + ; by The Spirit He was instructed > that it 
WuS necessary for Him to submit to 'temptation, and He" 
suffered himself to be led by the Spirit into the wilder- 
ness, instead of following the inclinations of human 'nam 
turn, which (as we. may judge from ourselves) wotilci' 
*luve led him away from the arduous trial that was. 
prepared for Him. 

In the w'lderness Jesus continued many days se- 
cluded from human society. During this seclusion (as 
we may conjecture from his subsequent conduct) the 



• 1 Con xv. Roau ▼. 
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wnofe of what He wa$ reared to <& and jg^&r, in 
Order tq redeem mankind (wh# were in the sight o|* 
God created anew ia Jiiin) was laid btlbre Him ; and 
the glory of the eternal king<k>n> (possessed by His • 
J>i vine nature from all eternity) promised to Bis hjimam 
nature as a reward ior His perfect obedience to the wiil 
0* God. This stupendous work was too great for A 
f??reiy hurran being to perform,; but 3» our i.oao un+ 
ier s |^o4 tbehmpx effects H»$ obf>dier<* would, produce 
IP ma»fei*4jL actd wa* a*<|«#injre4; witfe the paesencc of 
lb? £K v We nature in. Hiov He willingly- a*d delitwtateljr 
lBidertook. it* xte>Um§ to follow the derate* of tk# 
Word, an^ by this means,; to subdse in Ms mind aJJ 
feaian iuclioauof*' tl|at should be c**tsa*y to then; to 
perform the conditions* and pay cfcuwa the price of our 
•edtroptioa* 

For forty days oar Lq&n was flsiracosoosly sustained 
•rithaut food * bat when, He had received loll informa* 
•ion concerning what was required of Hi$$ and forme* 
His resolution, miraculous support' was withdrawn, an* 
the Eternal, Fathik, for our sake*, tubmttt*4 Hte 
$ei»oveo Sou to ba tempted, that Hi might m ail 
things be like unto His brethren ef the human race ; and 
he aide, afie* bowing mxrteme. temptation., to succour them 
that are tempted*. 

fiehold then the seed ef the woman, the second Adams 
not in a terrestrial paradise surrounded with delights, 
but in a dreary wilderness, with no visible means of sa» 
tisfying the demands of hunger, which began to be very 
argent ! Sat as, now at liberty to assail Him, imme- 
diately made his approach*, ftril of the malignant desiga 
of completing tne ruin of mankind, by seducing the i*. 
ansd Adam as he had done the first % Under what form 

• Heb»U...i7, iSv 

P 4 he 

Digitized by VjOOQlC • 



( ■ s* y 

fee appeared, we are not told, but may sujlpose it was the 
most engaging that he could assume : however, he was 
known to our Lord as the enemy- of mankind, 
«•■' The Devil began his attack by endeavouring to make 
our Lord suspect the reality of His union with the 
Godhead, and disbelieve the declaration that had been 
made at His baptism ; with this view, he insinuated, 
that if Jesus was actually the Son op God, He would 
»ot bweduced to such necessity, and advised Him, in 
case He was assured of His relation to God, to work a~ 
miracle for His own immediate relief. But our Lord's 
faith and trust in the Father .were built «ipon the sum 
Words of Divine revelation, and therefore immoveable. 

Failing in his first experiment, Satan pretended to 
doubt our Lord's right to the title of theSoj? of God, 
and endeavoured to persuade Him, to cast himself from 
the battlements of the Temple*, and thus prove, in the 
eyes of the world, that He was what He pretended to 
be; eb*er>>pg that, if He built His confidence on 
Scripture, <He might from thence derive an assurance. 
tJg" n^^rm would happen to Him, but that. the angels 
of God would bear Him up, and prevent His dashing 
v His sacred foot against a stone *. . 
*. Our Lord knew that if. He continued obedient, Hip 
certainly should be protected, and that no one could 
destroy Him, or take away His life, till He should v 
willingly lay it down of Himself; but He also knew 
-that it was tempting. God to doubt the truth of what 
fcad been revealed from heaven ; and it seems He also . 
iinderstood, that He was not to' presume on His having 
been declared the Son of God, so as to put Himself «#- 
necessarily in dangerous or difficult situations : He there* 
fore, instead of following the Devil's advice, rejected it 

* bee Psalm xci. *s. 
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with a proper reproof. Satan next attempted to allure 
©ur Lord from His obedience to the Divine will, by the . 
offer of unbounded- power and riches, on condition that 
He would pay homage to Him instead of God. Jisui 
knew, that what Satan promised was not his to give, 
and supposing they had been, the Son of Gqd would 
have declined them ; for he had steadfastly resolved to 
submit to a life of poverty, to run His appointed course 
with patience, and to endure the cross, despising the 
shame ; therefore he could not be prevailed on to forego 
the distant prospect of a heavenly kingdom, for any 
thing this world could bestow ; and, so far from. consent- 
ing to do homage to Satan, He held him in the utmost 
detestation. Having, as man, withstood the tempra- 
tipn of the Devil, our Lord, assumed the dignity of the 
Son ob God, and proved, by driving the enemy of 
mankind with authority from His, presence, that the se~. 
conrf Adam was not bnly v the seed of the woman, who was- 
to brujse the serpent's head, but also th^ Lord from 
heaven*. No sooner were the temptations ended, than ; 
Angels came and ministered unto Him as the heir of all. 
things^ bringing (as we may suppose) food to satisfy His, 
hunger.. 

Much important information and instruction are con- 
tained in this section. In the first place, it intimates tO) 
those designed for the sacred ministry, a necessity for 
their retiring occasionally from the world to consider 
the importance of their office, to arm themselves againsr 
temptation, and form holy resolutions. It assures all the 
followers of Christ of the existence of the Devil, and 
" shew s^ that he is a. malignant spirit, the enemy of : all 
righteousness, and an infamous liar ; that he has* set up 
a, kingdom of his, own, in opposition .to the kingdom o9 

- - * I. Cor. xv» . 
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heaven, and endeavours to draw mankind into his ser- 
vice. The arts he employs to seduce mankind are like- 
wise displayed, namely, tempting them to distrust Qod's 
promises in times of dsstress, to set their affections on 
things below, to apply texts of Scripture partially, as 
suits their- present interest or inclination, and to presume 
too much on Divine aid, in cases where it is not pro- 
mised. And we have the happiness farther to learn, that 
this malignant spirit has no power over those who stead- 
fastly resolve to worship and serve the Lord only. 

The Devil does not assail us openly, as he did our 
Saviour ; but whoever will compare what passes in hi* 
own mind, with the history of our Lord's temptations, 
may discern his operations. 

Let us then endeavour to attain a thorough know- # 
ledge of the Scriptures, which will teach us, that the 
Creator can sustain life by a variety of ways, and send' 
very unexpected relief; and let us learn ftom them tov 
imitate the example of Chrtst, who has taught us not 
to despair in times of distress, or attempt to deliver our- 
selves by unlawful means, but to trust to the providence 
ofGuD. 

Let us also, like our Lord, submit our reason to the 
guidance of -the Holy Spirit, that we may, through 
hie merits, become the Sons or Goq *. And let us de- 
vote ourselves to the service of God and man, resolving 
to do the Divine will as far as our circumscribed abili- 
ties will admit, firmly relying on the protection of dur 
Lord, who will assuredly succour all those who endea- 
vour to withstand the Devil. 

In commemoration 9t our Saviour's temptation in 
the wilderness, the season of Lent is set apart by our 
shureb, fox the purpose of humiliation and mortifica- 

* Horn. viil. 14. 
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tion ; but we cannot be expected to observe an acttiai 
flUjt of forty days and forty nights, aa oar Savi out did ; 
for human nature, without a miracle, would sink under 
the effort. Neither is it necessary to confine ourselves 
to any kind of particular food ; but when we are en- 
gaged in spiritual exercises, such abstinence as i& consist, 
ent with health, and conducive to piety, is very proper, 
«s a help to our recovery from a state of sin, and our 
confirmation, in a stale of virtue *«. 



SECTION XIX. . 

TBB TESTIMONY OF JOHN CONCERNING JESVft* 

From Jfokttj, Chap. i. 

Joan was sent by Go& for a witness, to bear witness 
of the light, that all men through him might believe. 
He was not that light, but was sent to bear witness of 
(hat light. 

That was the true light, which Hghteth every man 
that cometh into the world. 

John bare witness of hini, and cried, saying, This* 
was he of whom. I spake, He that cometh after me 
preferred before me 5 for he wa» before me* 

And^bf his fulness have a& we received, and grace fc* 
grace. 

N For the law was given by Motes, but grace and tmit 
tame by Jesus Christ* 

* It has been a maftef of great dilute,, whether the Pevil actu- 
ally took Cb*ist to the Temple and the Mountain, or opty. repre- 
sented the scenes to his imagination. This is appoint which can never 
he settled to the satisfaction of ail parties; therefore I avoia the dis- 
cussion of it j .but, however it was, the franked instruction, arising 
from the account of our Loan « temptation is the same*. 

D6. jfr 
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No man hath seen God at any time ; the only begot, 
ten Son, which is in the bosom of the Father, he hath 
declared him. % 

And this is the record of John, when the Jews sent 
priests and Levites from Jerusalem, to ask him, Who 
art thou ? And he confessed, and denied not; but eon*, 
fessed, I am not the Christ* 

. And they asked him, What then? Art thou Elias ? 
And he saith, I am not. Art thou that prophet ? and 
he answered, No, 

Then they said unto him, Who art thou ? that we 
may give an answer to them that sent us ? what sayest 
thou of thyself? 

He said, I am the voice of one crying in the wilder- 
ness, Make straight the way of the Lord, as said the 
prophet Esaias. And „ they which were sent, were of 
the Pharisees. 

And they asked him, and said unto him, Why bap- - 
tizest thou then, if thou be not that.CHRisT, nor Elias, 
neither that prophet ? 

John answered them, saying, I baptize with water; 
but there ttarideth one among you, whom ye icnow not ; 
He it is, who coming after me, is preferred before me, 
whose shoes latchet I am not worthy to unloose. 

These things were done in Bethabara beyond Jordan, 
where John was baptizing. 

The next day John seeth Jbsus coming unto him, 
and saith, Behold the Lamb of God which taketh away, 
the sins of the world. 

This is he of whom I said, After # me cometh a man, 
which is preferred before me : for he was before me. 

And I knew him not : but that he should be made 
manifest to Israel, .therefore am I come baptizing with 
water. 
.1: . And 
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And. John bare record, saying, I saw the Spirit de- 
scending from heaven, like a dove, and it abode upon 
him. 

And I knew him not : but he that sent me to bap. 
tize with water, the same said unto me, Upon whom 
thou shalt see the Spirit descending and remaining on 
him, the same is he which baptizeth with the Holy 
Ghost. 

And I saw and bare record, that this is the Son of 
God. 

ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS. . 

It has been before observed, that John was sent to 
bear witness that Jesus was the Messiah: we find, 
from the beginning of this section, that he was also to 
testify, that Jesus was the first promulgator of the Di- 
vine will, or the author of divine revelation, that light 
which lighteth every man that cometh Into the worlds 
which the Evangelist before told us was the everlast- 
ing word *, and that through him should be given to 
mankind grace and truth, or full and free salvation, and 
a clear revelation of the Divine will. John was a faith- 
ful witness ; for when the Sanhedrim sent a deputation of 
priests and Levites to enquire on what pretence the 
Baptist collected together such multitudes of people, he 
readily answered all their questions, boldly asserting that 
he acted by divine commission, and announced the com- 
ing of the Messiah. 

On the next day, after the visit of the Levites, and 
probably before they went back to Jerusalem, Jesus 
returned from the temptation, and presented himself 
again to John, who acknowledged him to the world as 

• Ssc Sect. lii. 
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the Lamb of God, declaring him to be the person whose 
superiority he had $6 lately confessed* 

All that the Baptist spake of our Lord was by Diyittt 
inspiration; and the expression, " Lamb c/'God," alluded 
to the sacrifice which Jesus was appointed to make fot 
the sins of the world. John assured his hearers, that 
there was no collusion between our Loud and him; for 
he asserted, that the person of the Messiah was un» 
known to him, till the Holy Spirit pointed him out* 
but that he had now no doubt concerning this mat* er- 
as, besides the secret intimation which his mind had re. 
ceived, when Jesus came to be baptized, he had been 
an eye-witness of the descent of the Holy Spirit,. 
which he had been taught by divine revelation to expect 
would rest upon the Messiah; and that, therefore, he 
verily believed Jesus to be the Son of God, He who 
was to baptize with the Holy Ghost. 

This testimony of the Baptist should confirm our be- 
lief in Christ as the Son of God, the Saviour of the 
world. 



SECTION XX. 

TWO DISCIPLES OP JOHN, AND NATHANAEL> 

• ATTEND JESUR. 

is 

From John, Chef i. 

Again, the next day after, John stood, and two of 
$ii$ disciples : and looking upon Jesus as he walked, he 
- jaith : Behold the Lamb of God. 
. And the two disciples, heard him speak,, and they fol- 
lowed Jisus. 

. Then Jesus turned, and saw them following, and 

iaith unto them, Wfcfttaeek yep They -said unto nim, 

6 Rabbi 
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Rabbi fwhfch it to say, being interpreted, Master)* 
where dwellest thou ? 

He saith unto them, come and see. They came and 
saw where he dwelt, and abode with him that day ; for 
it was about the tenth hour. ^ 

One of the two which heard John speak, and fol- 
lowed him, was Andrew* Simon Peter 1 * brother. 

He first findeth his brother Simon, and saith unto 
him, We have found the Messiah, which is, being inter, 
preted, the Christ. 

Arid he brought him to Jesus. And when Jfsu» 
feeheld him, he said, Thou art Simon the son of Jona ; 
thou shalt be called Cephas, which is, by interpretation, 
a stone. ; 

The day following, Jbsus would go forth into Gali- 
lee, and findeth Philip, and saith unto him, Follow me. 

Now Philip was of Bethsaida, the city of Andrew and 
Peter. Philip findeth Nathanael, and saith unto him, 
We have found him of whora Moses in the law and 
the Prophets did .write, Jesus of Nazareth, the son* Of 
Joseph. 

And Nathanael said unto him, Can there any .good 
"thing come out of Nazareth ? Philip saith unto him, 
Come and see. 

Jesus saw Nathanael coming unto him, and saith of 
him, Behold, an Israelite indeed, in whom there is no 
guile. 

Nathanael saith unto him, Whence knowest thou me? 
Jesus answered and said unto him, Before that Philip 
called thee: when thou wast under the fig-tree, I sa\/ 
thee. 

Nathanael answered and saith unto him; Rabbi, thou 
art the Son of God, thou art the King of Israel. 

Jesus answered and saith unto him, Because I safafc 

- unto 
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unto thee, I saw thee under the fig-tiee, bdierest then ? — 
thou shalt see greater things than these. 

And he saith an to him, Verily, verily I say onto you^ 
Hereafter, ye shall see heaven open, and the angels p£ 
GoD ascending and descending upon the Son of Mao* 

ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS, 

The Baptist sook every occasion of bearing testimony 
to Jesus, and of communicating to others what the 
Holt Spirit had lately revealed to him, that Christ 
was the Lamb of God* This expression might not be. 
fully understood either by John or his hearers, for it 
was prophetic al ; and therefore to" be explained, as other 
prophecies were, by its completion* What Christ 
himself afterwards taught,, and v. hat he suffered, threw 
light on John's testimony. 

We read in a former section, that when John the 
Baptist preached the dpctripe of repentance, number*, 
of persons resorted to him> and were baptized, confess- 
ing their sins. One of these was Simon Pejer, a man of 
a very zealous temper, extremely desirous of being in- 
structed in the truth, and therefore a very proper person 
to attend the Messiah, as a witness of his life and con- 
versation: it appears that our Lord's other chosen com- 
panions were equally fit for this purpose; his selection 
of them, therefore, shews that he knew all hearts. 

When Andrew and the other disciple followed Jesus, 
he, knowing their disposition, kindly invited them to 
accompany him, and soon gave an evident prQof that he_ 
was possessed of divine knowledge, by the name which 
fie gave to Simon Peter. Cephas* signifies a. Rock, and 
was prophetic of the firmness with which. Peter wou!4 
jnaintain the truth of the Gospel, , , 

Jisfos, 
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r Jesus, having entered on his public ministry, re»* 
moved from fiethabara to Galilee. Beth said a, the place 
where Philip, Andrew, and Simon, dwelt, was a town of 
Galilee, on the sea of Tiberias. 

- Nathanael, though a native of Galilee, had, in com- 
mon with other Jews, a very mean opinion of Nazareth, 1 
as worse- than the- rest of the country. Philip advised 
him. not to be led away by popular prejudice, but to see 
and converse with Jesus himself. The heart of the 
good Nathanael was well known to our Saviour, and 
immediately on .his approach he gave jroblic testimony 
to the rectitude of the mind and conduct of this worthy 
man* By an Israelite indeed, we are to understand a 
plain upright person;* just and true in his dealings with 
mankind, and humble and pious to God. 

Nathanael was greatly surprised that Jesus, whom, 
he regarded as an entire stranger, should thus undertake 
to answer for his character ; but still more so to hear,. 
that he was acquainted* with the private conversation 
which passed between hhn and Philip in their secret re- 
tiiement ; and immediately acknowledged our Lord to 
be, not only the expected King of Israel, but the Son of 
God ; since even the inward recesses of the human mind 
were thus opeq to his view, 

Jesus assured Nathanael that, as he was so ready of 
belief, he would give him still greater proofs of his di-. 
vine nature, by the performance of miracles ; and con- 
vince him, that though he appeared on earth as the Son 
of Max, he could open the kingdom of heaven to all 
true believers, where they should hereafter behold him 
attended by the holy Angels. 

What pleasure must the good Nathanael have re- 
ceived from this kind discourse of our Saviour! Let 
us endeavour to* imitate the example of this worthy 

man* 
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*aa, by being sincere and piou* in aU oar word* *n<| 

actions ; then shall we meet with the approbation o£ 
God; 'conscious rectitude will give peace to ou* minds,* 
and heaven will be our reward ! 
. It is to be remarked, tjxnt nothing farther was re. 
Haired of these first disciple* of our Lok,d, than % 
Ifeiicf that he was, the Messiah, the $q* q* &tf>$ 
•ana 4 bmnbie and teachable ^position. ,, " 

SECTION XXK 

Tom LOUIES FI*ST MIXAClft. 

. An* tie tHiad-day there was a m«r rttf o in Can* of 
Galilee; and th*a*cKhoj e£ Jr**if* M«as the^ 

And both* J**ya *a$ caUejd, and- his duciptesv t^ the 
twriage* And when tbey wanted n4*e* die. roe*be« of 
Jftwsjsaii «nt«* hi©,. Xtey hav* no wsfce. 

Jaaue seitb roto her* Woma% *ha* have, I ta cHa 
with thee? mine- how is not jet eome, Uk modbet 
t*ith unfx) the servant** Whatsover he aaith unto* yen, 
do k. 

* And thete were sat these six water pot* of stone* 
after the manner of the purifying of the Jewv contain* 
fag two or three Srkiaa apiece* 

.Jesus saith unto them, FiU the water pees witfi 
water. And they filled them up to the briro* . 

• And he saitH unto them, Draw out now, and beat, 
into the governor of the feast. . And they bare it. 

, When the ruler of the feast had tasted the water that 
was matfe wine, and knew not whence it was (but tht 
servants which drew the water knew), the governor dF 
the feast called the bridegroom, 
v And said) unto him, Every jsaa at the beginning 
,'. ., % doth 
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afoth aft . forth- good .wine ; and when men have well 
drunk, the© chat which is worse: but thou hast kept the 
good wine until now. 

This beginning of miracles did Jesus in Cana of 
Galilee, and manifested forth his glory : and his disci* 
pks believed on him. 

■ After this, Jesus went down to Capernaum, he, and 
&* mother, and his brethren, and his disciples, and they 
•ontiaued there not many days. 

And the Jews passo-ver we* at hand, and J i sirs went 
Af> to |w^alenu Now, wh^a he w*s' in Jerusalem, at 
the passover, on the feajt 4»y* Waity believed ija hit 
,H^rn4, HShefrthe* *a#r the muffles whi*h he did* 

• But Jitv* did noi cofmoit himself unto them, becaosf 
fee fcnew ail met*, and'needed not that any should t<t*tifjr 

~4£m*»$ fo< he- knew wha,t wa# in waft. 

ANNOTATION and REFLECTIONS* 

• It & supposed ~th*< Mary was related to the person*, 
whose rmrjnage our 1} Jessed Xqrd hcropijecl with hi* 
presence, and that it was on this account he and his di&- ; 
$ip!e* were invited, There in reason to think that the 
Iftidegroooit was hot in very affluent circumstances; by 
jt)it. small quantity of wine- he. provided j and Mary. 
.j|e0ra> by her solicitude to proqaw a supply, to have, 
Wn concerned in the management of the feast. The 
Answer which Jesus made, when ^he intimated a desire 

' that he would work a miracle for this purpose, though 
' intended to'reprove her for dictating to him in a matter 
Wherein he was to act by divine power, was neither se- 
vere nor undutiful : for it was the custom of those 
times, for the best -bred people to address ladies 'of the 
first distinction in that manner. Our Saviour, by re. 
1 * proving } 
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proving his mother, might also have a view to fhe* 
idolatrous honours which would afterwards be paid to 
her by some mistaken Christians. His thus forbidding* 
her to interfere in those matters wM' " *"d to his 
divine nature, proves that Mary, though a very good 
woman, was never designed by God as a mediatrix or. 
intercessor for mankind; and the meekness with which - 
she received his reproof, evinces that the was conscious?* 
she had been guilty of an impropriety, and had no right* 
to assume authority over Jesus^ when he was acting as 
the Son of God : to tall her the Mother ofGon and the-* 
Queen of Heaven, is blasphemy. l 

Mary did not regard this rebuke a* a denial ; for it is>< 
plain, from the 'directions she gave ta the servants, that 
sKe still expeeted a miracle would be wrought. Our 1 
Lord, on this occasion, gave an endearing instance o£ 
his social and obliging temper, and taught his follower* 
not to censure others for -innocent liberties, at proper 
seasons of festivity. He likewise reflected great honour 
on the marriage state, by" choosing this occasion for flie 
first public manifestation of 'hi*' divine power of work* 
sng miracles. , 

What was the size of those water- jars is uncertain ; 
but it is supposed each held four gallons and a half,' 
amounting in -the whole to fifty-four gallons : this,' 
when converted into wine, was a liberal supply; and its 
flavour was so uncommonly good, that the governor of 
tlie feast (supposed to have been either the principal 
guest, or a priest- or Levite) wondered that the bride- 
groom had not produced it at first, according to the 
usual custom ; that those who observed the rules of 
temperance, and would not continue drinking till they 
lost their taste and discernment, might be honoured with 
the best. 

The 
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-" The wine was not given, as we may* reasonably sup- 
pose, to be all drank at this festival, but as a gift to the 
* new^xnarr ied xrouple for future occasions. Had not the 
guests in general behaved with sobriety, we may be 
'.aure this miracle woiild'not have' been wrought, because 
Christ would have brought disgrace upon himself as *a 
Divine Teacher, had he exerted* miraculous power in 
♦order to minister to riot and^ intemperance. 
-»" In performing this miracle our Lord made use of no 
t <mf ward action* It does not appear that he touched .■ 
ithe water; yet it is plain that he knew the very instant 
in whi.ch the alteration took place. Now the changing 
of the nature of any thing is equal to the act of c re** 
turn*, and could not be performed by any. power hot 
: that of the supreme Being, As man, therefore, 
^Christ could not have wrought any miraole himself, 
but would, on such occasions as these, have said, as 
•Moses and the Prophets did, when the Lord revealed 
to them that us would alter the course of nature, 
; C4 Tkutiaith the Lord," '* The Lord nvill do so and so;' 9 
but our S.avioua, as we find, professed to have the 
.power of God' in himself, and acted with authority, as 
.the Image of God upon earth. , 

The Evangelist points out the design and intent of our 
Saviour's miracles, namely, to prove that he was the 

• Son op God, and to confirm the faith of his disciples 
on rational grounds. 

Capernaum, to which Jesus went, attended by his 
mother, his near relations, and his disciples, those who 
followed him to learn kis doctrine, lay near the north 

* part of the sea of Galilee. Here, as we find, they con- 
tinued but a few days. The reason of their leaving 'it 
so soon was, that our Loao, who observed a religious 

- regard to the ceremonial as well as the moral Law of 
K- .. Moses, 
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* Jbtose*, resolved to go up to Jerusalem to i^otsMp ; for 
it was commanded, that all the men of the Jewish na- 
tion should appear before the Lord three times .a 
year*,. . . , 

We are told, that Jrsai wrought miracles at Jentsa* 
lem ; but the particulars of them are not transmitted t& 
•s; only we understand, that rhey were received as proof* 
of his divine mission; some, perhaps, esteeming him 
as a Prophet, others as the Mbssiah : but Jesus' know- 
ing their hearts, that some would prove freaohero«iB f 
.-others fearful, and that those who looked for a temporal 
jprince, might raise a tumult and diityirb the state, r€~ 
.solved not to trust in them. Our Saviooh, on thas 
toccasioni gave a proof that he was of qui ok disc*™. 
ment\) and possessed of the spirit of ' -tmimtanding and 
kwtvledgty since without these he Could *iot have thus 
penetrated into the minds of men. 

<f As we cannot, like our blessed Lord, discover 
nokat is in man, let us, in our intercourse with the world, 
act with prudent caution, study mg to observe a hapjtp 
medium between that universal suspicion which some 
j>ersons entertain of all mankind, to the exclusion of 
friendship ; and that undistitiguisbtng eagerness and 

* It is related by StofahiVtbatriuar Saviour, cleansed, the Tern file 
•at 'thr fint sFassovej: he attended, after his entrance <mi bit ministry ; 
but as the circumstances of this passage exact y agree with 'wh at is 
related as happening at the List P?s*0ver before his death,! thought 
' It b*st to omit saying anything orf-the subject here', and confess my- 
scft at a Joss to decuie whether our Lord cleansed : the-Temple tivke 
•r mot; This matter h^asheen iuJlyr ugued by controversial, wtitees | 
•but works of this, nature are -too a pt^ to unsettle the -minds, of ordinary 
.-veaders, and to create doubts instead of satisfying them. 

• 4 See fitcMdii. 

©pennejt 
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«*|ienfte%s of temper, which makes us the property of er&rjr 
hypocritical pretender to kindness and respect *•" 

SECTION XXII. 

THE .CONVERSATION OF JESUS WITH NTCQDEMUSt 

From Johtty Chaf. Hi. 

Ths*»e was n man of the Pharisees, named Nicode* 
mr.s, a ruler of the jews. 

• Th s^ me came to Jesus by n\ght, and said unto him> 
11 >h\, we know that thou art a teacher come from 
God . fGr no man can, do these miracles that thou doestj 
except God bq with him. 

Jesus answered and said onto him, Verily, verily, I 
*ay umo thee, except a man be born again, he cannot 
•see the k'ngdom of God. 

, Nicouemus saith unto him, How can a man be bom 
when he is old? 

Jesus answered, Verily, verily, I say unto thee. Ex- 
cept a man be born of waw, and of the Spirit, he can- 
not enter into the kingdom of God. 

/That which is born of ^e flesh, is flesh; and that 
^whiclfis born of the Spirit, is spirit. 

Marvel not that I said unto thee, Ye must be born 
again. The wind ;loweth where it listeth, and tho« 
hearest the sound thereof, but cansr not *e!l whence it 
cometh and whither it goeth : so is ^scry one that is 
born of the Spirit* 

Nicodemus answered and said unto him, How cafi 
the^e things be ? ' „ 

Jesus a -iS-vcred and said unto him, Art thou a master 
of Israel, and knowest not these things } 

. * Eoduridge. 

' Verily, 
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.. Verily, verily, I say unto you, We speak that we da 
know, and testify that we have seen ; and ye receive not 
our witness.- 

If I have told you earthly things,. and ye believe not, 
how shall ye believe, if I tell you of heavenly things ? 

And rib man hath ascended up to heaven, but he that 
came down from heaven, even the Son of Man which is 
in heaven. 

And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, 
even so must^tne Son of Man be lifted up: * 

That whosoever believeth in him, should not perish, 
but have eternal life. 

For God so loved the world, that he gave his only- 
begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should 
not perish, but have everlasting life. 

For Got) sent not his Son into the world to condemn 
the world ; but that the world through him might be 
•saved. 

He that believeth in him is not condemned : but he 
that believeth not, is condemned already ; because he 
hath not believed in the name of the only- begotten Son 
of God. 

And this is the condemnation, that light is come into 
the world, and men loved darkness rather than light, be- 
cause their deeds were evil. 

For every one that doeth evil, hateth the light, nei- ■ 
ther cometh to the light, lest his deeds should be re- 
proved. 

But he that doeth truth, cometh to the light, that his 
deeds may be made manifest, that they are wrought in 
God, 



ANNOTATIONS' 
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ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS. 

Nicodemas was a member of the Sanhedrim, who 
being alarmed, as many of his brethren were, at the 
success of our Loop's ministry, and astonished at the 
miracles he wrought, made him a visit in person, that 
he might more distinctly be informed of the nature of 
his doctrine, and of the intent of his comings but, lest 
he should incur the censure of the Jews, by conversing 
openly with Jesus, Nicodemus came secretly in the 
night, to hold a private conference with him; when he 
addressed our Lord with the greatest reverence and rei 
spect, confessing that his miracles proved, beyond <lisi 
pute, that he acted by. divine authority* 

That Nicodemus might not think the acknowledging 
him " tc be sent from God" was sufficient, our Lord 
told him, that do man could become a member of the 
Messiah's kingdom without having a ne<w birth; that 
lie must be born cf Water arid of the Spirit ', in" order to 
be cleansed from the defilement of original sin. Here 
was an evident allusion to the Sacrament of Baptism. 
Nicodemus was surprised to hear that it was necessary 
for Jews to be baptized. It was customary, indeed, 
for those Gentiles who were received into the Jewish 
church, to undergo this ceremony, at which time they 
aenounced their heathen relations, and it was usual to say 
oithem, that " they were born again;" but for the de- 
scendants of Abranara, whom he already regarded as the 
Sons */GoD,-to be washed witfi water, as -if they were 
to be initiated into a new religion, be could not reconcile 
with the not ion 6 he entertained respecting God's Cove- 
nant with that people. Our Saviour told him, that the 
privileges of a member p£ the kingdom of heaven were 

Vo*. V. ' E not 
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not such things as a man can inherit by natural descent, 
but of a spiritual nature j that the new religion he came 
to teach, consisted in assuming a new and heavenly 
disposition, in consequence of an inward conviction of 
»ind that it was agreeable to the will of Goo ; that 
this inward conviction of mind wets derived from the 
operation of the Holy Srni it; which* like the wind, 
Was invisible, except in its effects. "■*•.."' 

Our Lord did not.at that time enter into an explana- 
tion of the spiritual things taught by Moses and the 
Prophets, with whieh Nicodemus, as a man of learning 
and an expounder of the Scriptures, ought to hare been 
well acquainted;, but assured him, from bis onjJa know, 
ledge, that what he now asserted was certainly true*, 
however improbable it might seem. 

Our Lord then observed, that if the first principles 
of the Gospel appeared} to Nkodemus so hard to.be un» 
derstood, he would find it still more difficult to believe 
the sublimer truths of it, which none could make 
known but. the Son of God. Out Lord did not pretend, 
to say, that, as mat/j he had ever ascended op? into 'heaven 
to gain the knowledge lie' now possessed $ but declared* 
that the divine nature, or (as we may understand from 
;t former section) ihc Word, cams down fro v m heaven 
to dwell in human. nature. To shew that the whole 
scMtne of Redemption -was known to him, and to» 
point out the exceeding love of God* our »Lo*x» 
added 1 , that notwithstanding the MrssTAtt.was*o'pew 
culiarly sanctified by the Word, yet his body would 
be lifted up like the brazen serpent in the wilderness, 
but for a more extensive purpose; since not only Jews, 
but all person*, of whatever nation, who shook! belierc 
him to be the only Son qf&ou, might obtain everlast- 
ing life; that Gos's gracious design in thus sending 

'. * the 
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the Messiah into the tvorld, wastwsaVe mafrklntf, whfc 
would otherwise have continued in death through theit 
ssns. In order farther tp'eng*g£ the attention of Ni. 
eodemus to' these sublime truths, cfar Lonb >a4ded» 
chat those, who would aot .attcept these gracious terms 
of salvation would be justly condemned ; for they.we*f 
suclLas none, but -persons wiioie 1, nWtfds were per Vested 
by vicious prej^ice^ ^qottld,- resist ; -whl>, s oonscfoiifc 
fhat their actions would not bear exaifikfetitfn, *efosed 
to be mitt uctedqr ctaipsing < rrfther "to cflhtlnte In^hert 
wickedness thansatywit to be taught- the #ay-to isfofli 
their conduct. * . :" • *tt j 

The discourse of^ttr Lo*t* > with -Nfcodefn&s >tyas 
particularly designed r to remove the prejudiced iJWtf^h fc4 
knew the Jewi would - conceive- against his doctrine; 
but it concerns Christians also, since k ttfatbfcs, N thit 
being baptized with water, and externally- demoted ta 
God , is- not alone sufficient to efttrite <an"y one to thi 
privileges of a. member of the kingdom df heaven, with*. 
out a heavenly disposition, ark! t&6* sane tificat ion 6f thfc 
Holy Spirit* Let «u«y therefore, earnestly pray -for 
Gab's gfiafc, which,- by nature, we cannot havc^ and 
endeavour, with unremitting ^iftgence, to learn ourtflitVj 
and, when we have learned it, let lis practise it with-cheerl 
fulness, not doubting but that God, for the sake ©four 
faith in his beloved Son, 'and ihedienc* to hi* LaHos^ will 
tnakeus partakers of everlasting SALVAfio*?; «■**• * 

i 

'' ' SECTION' XXIII.' ' 

THE LAST TESTIMONY OF JOHN, AND HIS IMP^I* 
SONMENT. 



From J oh fiy Qhap* iii. 
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..After these things came Jesu$ and hrv&iscrpfej into 
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the land of Judea, and there he tarried with them, and 

baptized, 

. And John also was baptizing in Enon, near to Salim, 

because there was much water there: and they came 

and were baptized* For John was not yet cast into 

prison.. 

. Then there arose a question between some of John's 

disciples and the Jews, about purifying. 

And they came unto ^John, and said unto him, Rabbi , 
he that was with thee beyond Jordan, to whom tho* 
Jjeare&t witness, behold, the same baptizeth, and all men 
come to him. 

John answered and said, A man can receive nothing, 
except i* be given hinWrom heaven. 

Ye yourselves bear me witness, that I said, I am not 
the CpaisTj but I am sent before him. 

He that hath the bride, is the bridegroom ; but the 
friend of the bridegroom, which standeth and heareth 
him, rejoiceth greatly because of the bridegroom's voice : 
this my joy therefore is fulfilled* 
■ Jie must increase, but I must decrease. 
' He that cometh from'above, is above all : he that is 
of the earth, is earthly, and speaketh of the earth.; he 
that cometh from heaven, is above all. 

And what he hath seen and heard, that he testineth ; 
and no map receiveth his testimony. He that hath re. 
ceived his testimony, hath set to his seal, that Goo is 
tr«je. 

For he whom God hath sent, speaketh the words of 
God : for God giveth not the Spirit by measure unto 
him. 

The Father loveth the Son, and hath given all things 
into his hand. 

He that believeth on the Son, hath everlasting life ; 

and. 
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ati3 he that bdieveth not the Son, shall not see fife % 
but the wrath' of God abideth on him. * 

Now Herod the tetrarch had married Herodias, his 
brother Philip's wife : and John said unto him, It is not 
lawful for thee to have thy brother's wife. 

Therefore Herodias had a quarrel against him! and 
would have killed him, but she could not. 

For Herod feared John, knowing that he was a just 
and holy man; and when he heard him, he did many 
things, and heard him gladly. 

But Herod himself laid hold on John, and bound him f ■ 
and put him in prison for Herodias' sake. 

ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS. 

* Soon after his baptism, J s sirs began to call disciple*, 
who, under bis immediate commission, baptised the 
people in Judea onto repentance and belief in the doc- 
trine of Christ, as John did before, and even at that 

. very time. This brought on a comparison between the 
Baptist and our Saviour: for though there was such 
an agreement in their doctrines, some through igno- 
rance were ready to oppose them to each other. . John's* 
disciples having had a dispute with some of the Jews* 
•n this subject, complained to their master. This fur-» 
nished the Baptist with an occasion, before his own mi- 
nistry expired^of bearing testimony to Jesus in the actual 
exercise of his prophetical office. The answer which 
John returned to his disciples, strongly implied the ex* 
alted sense he entertained of- the person of our Lord.' 

• In "my Annotations on tke history of John the Baptist, I have 
borrowed very freely from a valuable set of Sermons, published in 
the year 1782, preached before the University of Oxford, by the 
Rev. Robert Holmes, at Bampton's Lecture. ' n 

•- E 3 - He 
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JJe.rerajndeci thpm; that he nearer pretended to : bc-ifre ; 
Messiah, but only his barbipgtr ;, assured. them, *bat; 
the success„of Jbsus and himself were both given from 
above, ip just .proportion- to their different offices; that 
he rejoiced in the honour. and happiness of Christ, as 
^friend who assists at a marriage- feast partakes of the 
happiness of the' bridegroom. John then proceeded to 
instruct .his disciples concerning the divine nature of the 
Mssw ah, and taught them to consider him a* the Son of 
God, who, as the Word, camefdown from heaven, and 
spake^ whatjhe Jiad actuajj j seen and heard, though the 
greatest part of mankind would riot believe him ; tfc^se 
who did, bare witness to the truth of God, who, by 
sending, the. Me ssl^h* bad fulfilled bis promises. , And 
they likewise expressed their Jfaith in the declaration 
vhlq&.Gofc made concerning J«*Vs at -his baptism,, that 
he* was his Movjti Son, and as such infinitely superior 
taall the teachers who had ever before appeared da the 
earth; for the highest of these had, like the Baptist 
himself, only vocational revelations from God ; but the 
Holy Spirit, which had at, :tu*ei inspired them, w- 
warned constantly with Jesus. John then informed ha a 
disciples, . that whoever should give up his fiUth and 
obedience to Christ, would be in the way to obtain 
everlasting liie ; but whosoever should jreject him, would 
continue under the wrath of God for .their former sins? 
and be excluded the salvation he had. graciously offered 
to mankind through hU itfcifadSojti to. whom Gab had 
comm&ted the government of all things,. and; thorough 
whom he himself acted* Soon after John had deli* 
. vered this remarkable testimony, he* was cast into prison, 
and his ministry expired* 

As the Baptist certainly spake by divine inspiration,, 
and what he taught to his own di&ciples has, by the good* 

nessi 
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aess of God, teen transmitted to us, we ought to avail 
ourselves of his instructions for the establishment of out 
lakh in Christ:' let- us, therefore, pay particular at. 
tendon to his doctrine, for it relates to the fundamental 
principles of our Holy Religion. 

SECTION XXIV. 

jisu's Dii oo ultras, with the woman of samaria. 

From Jthtt) Chap. iv. 

tVtfEjt therefore the Lord knew how the Pharisees 
had heard that Jesus made and baptized more disciples 
than John (though Jssvs himself baptized not, but his 
disciples), 

He left Judea, and departed again into Galilee. And 
•tot mnltft needs go through Samaria. 

Then cometh he to a city of Samaria, whtcfi is called 
Sycher, near to the parcel of ground that Jacob gave tb 
lifo son Joseph. 

J^ow Jatdb's well was there. Jesus therefore, being 
Wearied with his journey, sat thus on the well : and it 
was about the sixth hour. 

There cometh -a woman of Samaria to draw water: 
Jesus saith unto her, Give me to drink. 

1»ot his disciples were gone away unto- the city to buy 
Mat v J.. 

Then saith the woman of Samaria Unto him, How h 
li tiki ¥h&u; Being a- Jew, askest drink of me, which am 
a woman of Samaria I for the Jews have no dealings 
with the* StohiHtim* 

Jesu* irrfswered afed said unto her, If thou knewesft 

the gift of Gov, and who it**is that saith to thee, Give 

tne to d^irfki thtfu wouldst haw asked of him, and he 

would have given thee Kviftg water. 

' The we&ari *flfi& onto bimy S*r/th©ti hast nothing to 

"\- J E 4 draw 

Digitized by VjOOQLC ' 



( *> > 

draw with, and the well is deep : from whence then hast 
thou that living water ? 

Art thou greater than our father Jacob, which gave 
us the well, and drank thereof himself, and his children, 
and his cattle ? - w 

Jesus answered and said unto her, Whosoever. drink* 
eth of this water shall thirst again: 

But whosoever drinketh of the water that I shall give 
himi shall never thirst ; but the water that I shall give 
him, shall be in him a well of water springing up into 
everlastingjife. 

The woman saith unto him, Sir, give me this water, 
that I thirst not, neither come hither to draw. 

Jesus saith unto her, Go, call thy husband, and come 
hither. The woman answered and said, Thaye no hus* 
band. Jesus said unto her, thou hast well said, I have 
no husband : 

For thou hast bad five husbands, and he whom thon 
now hast is not thy husband ; in that saidst thou truly. 

The woman saith unto him, Sir, I perceive tbar thou 
art a prophet. Our fathers worshipped in this mono- 
tain ; and ye say, that in Jerusalem is the place where 
men ought to worship. 

Jesus saith unto her, Woman, believe me, the hour 
cometh when ye shall neither in this mountain, nor yet 
at Jerusalem, worship the Father. 

Ye worship ye know not what : we know what we 
worship : fbr salvation sa of the Jews. 

But the hour cometh, and now is, when the true wor- 
shippers shall worship the Father in spirit and in truth : 
fbr the Father seeketh such to worship him. 

God is a spirit, and they that worship him must 
worship him in spirit and in truth. 

The woman saith unto him, I know that Nfcssias 

cometh, 

V 
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comcth, which is called Christ: when he is come, he 
will tell us all things. 

Jestjs saith unto her, I that speak unto thee, am he. 

And upon this came his disciples, and marvelled that 
he talked with the woman : yet no man said, What , 
seekest thou ? or why talkest thou with her ? . 
'the woman then left her water-pot, and went her, 
way into the eity, and saith to the men, Come, see a 
roan which told me ail things- that ever I did: is not 
this the Christ? 

Then they went out of the city, and came unto him. 

In the mean while his disciples prayed him, saying*- 
Master, eat. But he said unto them, I have meat to eat 
that ye know not of. 

Therefore said the disciples one to another, Hath any 
man brought him aught to eat ? 

Jesus saith unto them, My meat is to do the will of 
him that sent me, and to finish his work. 

Say not ye, There are yet four months, and then 
cometh harvest ? behold, I say unto you, Lift up yoi r* 
eyes, and look on the fields ; for they are white already . 
to harvest. 

. And he that reapeth receiveth wages, and gathereti 
fruit unto life eternal : that both he- that soweth, and he? 
that reapeth, may rejoice together. 

And herein is that saying true ;. One soweth r and an~ 
other reapeth. 

I sent you. to reap that whereon, ye bestowed no la- • 
bour : other men laboured, and ye ace entered into their 
labours* ( 

And many of the Samaritans of that city believed os 
him, for the saying. of the woman,, which testified, He; 
told me all that ever I did.. 

So. when, the Samaritans were com* unto him r they 
E 5 * besoughf 
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besought him that he would tafty with them : and he 
abode there two days. 

And many more believed, because of his own word : 
And said unto the woman, Now we believe, not be- 
cause of thy saying; for we have heard him ourselves, 
and know that this is indeed the Christ, the Saviour 

of the world. 

i • ■ 

7 ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS* 

Jesus knowing that the Pharisees, whc had- consider- 
able interest in the J wish Sanhedrim, had heard t? hat 
numbers followed him, retired from Judca to avoid their 
rage, as.it was not the will of the Father that He 
should submit to it at present. 

If our Lord had not gone through Samaria, He must 
have taken a larger circuit to go into Galilee from 
. Judea. The well by which He seated Himself was called 
' Jacob's, on account of its having been used by that Pa- 
triarch and his family whilst they dwelt m those parts. 
It appears that Jesus was, in respect to His favnan na- 
ture, subject to infirmities like other men ; the long walk 
which He took in the heat of the day, made Him weary 
and thirsty. The woman, when slie expressed her sur- 
prise at His . asking her for drink, supposed that he' had 
-the same prejudices against the Samaritans as other 
Jews had. To shew her that He was free from them, 
our Lord assured her he was not only wiMmg to receive" 
refreshment -from her. hands, btit to bestow an infinitely 
gxcfttcrfarduft upon her :. that he would give her, in re- 
turn for the draught of common water which He asked 
i«fMmAerj:2fo/*£ <wat*r, &c. alluding, as it seems, to the 
prophecies of :Isaiah<and Zachariah, concerning the f dun- 
tain which was to be opened for tht house of Da<t>id, an£ 
tOMthc ubahJtautt ofjirunifm^forsin and for unctian- 
; . * » vest; 
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nhs; arkf fbe drawing water out of the *vdelts of Sahvatlto, 
By this all&sion of our blessed Lord we may under* 
6and, tliat the <t»eit of Safa/atio* Was" the doctrine of tbt 
Gospel, which,* on account of the continual comfort ami 
delight it i affords, and the never-ending happiness it 
produces, may justly be compared to a fountain of 
living or* perpetually -floWtng water, springing op in th* 
An/. ' ' 

The woman, not understanding his spiritual meaning, 
took our Lord's word$ in a literal sense ; hot was soon 
convinced that He was a very -extraordinary perscfri, an<f 
possessed of supernatural' knowledge, she therefore ap- 
plied to Him for instruction in a point which was the*- 
principal matter of division between the Jews and Sa- 
inafi tarts. In answer to this question, oar Lorn in- 
formed her, that the Jews were better instructed than theV 
Samaritans in respect to ceremonials, and that Salvation 
wofald certainty arise amongst them ; bat that the time 
was arrived for concluding the controversy", hf intro- 
ducing a new dispensation of a spiritual nature, which 
would remove all distinctions, arid put an end tb the 
Jewish fifes; when, instead of worshipping *s formerly, 
by types add symbol s> pious persons woatd bte thoroughly 
instructed to render themselves acceptable to God, by 1 
the wo*tsiiip of the heart without them, The woman 
readily believed what our Lord now told her, and ex- 
pend her faith in the promised Saviour ; tie there 
fore gifacibusly revealed himself to her, for there war 
riot the satte reason for His concealing His Messiahship 
here as ih judea. * 

When the disciples returned, arid pressed their master* 

to ear, Me took occasion to inculcate, "that the on!/ 

feast to a godd nVfnd is to be employed in the service 

of GoD'&tittieV' and pointed «irTo"tftAft the'tap^y* 

E 6 ■ fruits 
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fruits of hU own labours ; for though he had as yet. but 
just sown the seeds of the Gospel in Samaria, the view 
of so many coming to be taught by Him promised a 
plentiful harvest ^ encouraging them from this circum* 
stance ,to preach the Gospel, since He should prepare the. 
way for its reception (as those who sow a field with grain* 
prepare for the, reapers) ; assuring them/ that a faithful 
discharge of their'duty would be rewarded with eternal 
happiness.,,, 

.. It is supposed that when our Load held this dis- 
course, it was seed-time; for we may perceive, it was, 
usual with him to accommodate His Divine doctrine to 
the understanding of His hearers, and to refer to sensible 
objects, ... , u ; .; 4 : t T 

The Samaritans, we. find, r gladly entertained Our 
Lord, and requested th^f he would remain in their city, 
being. desirous of receiving further benefit from his in, 
structions. Ready at all times to do good, our benevo*. 
jent Saviour abode with- them two days, during which 
time he gave them such satisfactory proofs of his being 
the Messiah, that they required no farther evidence.. 
Thus did He sow the pgd zqcd of the Gospel among 
them, which he afterwards commissioned his diciples tp 
cultivate. ^ ' 

As in the natural harvest seed is preserved by the hus. 
bandman for the future cultivation of the earth, -so has, 
our Lord, by causing the Gospel to be writ-tew and 
preached to the end of the world, provided for th^coftn. 
tinual instruction of his people. If we will prepare, our 
minds with humble prayer for its reception, and receive 
the good seed with faith, the Lord will graciously nou- 
rish it in our hearts, which, with his Divine blessing,, 
and our endeavours after righteousness, will be at length 
productive of the happy fruit of everlasting ,Jife* 

- The 
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The fountain §f Salvation, which our Saviour, 
opened, still continues to flow. From the doctrines of 
Christ, contained in the Sacred Volume, we may de- 
rive constant refreshment to our souls under every mis., 
fortune and infirmity. Let us, tfcen, learn to prize* 
as we ought to do, these inestimable benefits, that the 
love of God may not be bestowed upon us in vain I 



SECTION XXV. 

JESUS RETURNS INTO GALILEE. 

From John> Chap* iv. — Matthenq, Chap. iv. 

Now after two days he departed thence, and went 
into Galilee : 

Then when he was come into Galilee, the Galileans 
received him, having seen all the things that he did at 
Jerusalem at the feast : for they also went unto the 
feast. 

And leaving Nazareth, he came and dwelt in Caper- 
naua, which is upon the sea-coast, in the borders of Zc* 
bulon and Neptithaiim. 

That it might be fulfilled which was spoken by Esaias 
tfc& prophet, saying, 

The land of Zebulon, and the land of Nephthalim, by 
the way of the sea, beyond Jordan, Galilee of the Gen- 
tiles: 

The people which sat in darkness, saw great light : 
and to them which sat in the region and shadow of 
death, light is sprung up. 

ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS. 

John the Baptist having been thrown into prison* by 

1 the 
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tfce maftce of Herodia*> lie t\6 longer "ajJpSafAH tn\he 
wotfd as 'the/atera?/;^- and <wit#ess dfihfm^i^k^l^ 
' Our Saviour, befdre John's imprison mettt^^flfornterf 
Wan'y wonderful miracles, which confirmed the ifesftmbriy 
6f John; and he feld fn prirate conversation decfcrn&f 
himself to be the Messiah, the &?*<5fGoD$ but firer 
had not preached pubHcfy to the jews, because it was 
appointed that John should prepare the t way > and Jesus 
come after him : but as soon as John's preparation was 
finished, our Lord himself began to preach. 

The prediction in this : section wa« sptken by Isaiah 
after Pekah * king of Israel, and Tiglath Pilesar king 
of Assyria, took the inhabi tan fs of Galilee,' and all the 
land of NaphtMU, and. carri«4 the* eaptive to Assyiria. 
It seems to have been intended to comfort the faithful 
that remained, by giving them hopes* that at a future 
time that land, which had first fallen a prey to the Assy- 
rian power, should be honoured in a pfecuiiar manner* 

By the great light which the people of the land of Ze- 
buloir^nd Naphthali were to; set^ wa* meant that .light 
which Jighuth\&ver£ mau/uxb* wmeth **H th*\<WQtld *by* 
the shadow of death, is to be understood' spiritual dark* , 
Kes^arign*r&£etfth*t\r*tbitf.religfok K 

In our Saviour's time, the land of Canaan, or.BaU 
kstiney wasr divided into three principal provinces. lOn 
the soitfh was Judea, which .contained the lots of the 
two tribes of Judah end Benjamin. In the midst wad 
Samaria,: where the tribtfs *tf £phraim and Manaaseh 
formerly dweU;f.but/in ojir. Savipufcjfc time it was in- 
habited by the sect of the Samaritans; • Qn.^hb nor-tfc 
was Galilee, the remotest from Jerusalem. The most 
fertile, part; of Galifefl W*s /tl»rl^<iAf:2&tofab and 

Naphthali, . , . ■. 

- •■- \v: c: % r." ^:.^ r.zsi k -,v;;d Js) j/:<i DflJ zaq\ 
* Sec Iiaiah,"Chap.i*. 

This 
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This province was divided into tw* paftf> tfieMgher 
and the lower.- The higher consisted chiefly of the 
land of Naphthali," wherein stood Capernaum, theprin. 
cipai city of Galilee. It was situated upon the bank* 
of the Jordan, near the lake of Gennesareth or Tiberius ; 
over against which, on -the other side of the water, stood 
Chorazin. 

Galilee was held in great contempt by the Jews in 
general, who called it Galilee of the Ge); tiles; either be. 
cause part of it was, even in Solomon's reign, inhabited 
by heathens, and he offered twenty cities in it to Hiram, 
king of Tyre ; or else, on account of its having many 
strangers amongst its inhabitants in our Saviour's time, 
and being the farthest from « the Temple at Jerusalem. 
The lower Galilee contained the tribes of Zebttlon and 
Issachar ; and "near to the sea or lake of Gennesareth^ 
were the cities of Nazareth, Bethsaida-, and Cana. From 
Capernaum along by the .sea-side lay the great roadr 
from Syria into Egypt, which is supposed to be that 
called the Way of the Sea. 

At the time of our Saviour's preaching, Judea and 
Samaria con tinned to. he;' governed; by Pontius Pilate i 
and Galilee was still under the. jurisdiction o£ Herod* 
Antipas* » 

We have before read, that though; Jisus was. born afc 
Bethtenqpffti* Judea^ as had been' foretold, he Was 
brought ;0p at Nazareth; His .fifst public mitade wa» 
performed at Cana, and when he left Jordan, he resolved 
to return into Gil i tee y bntut-seenw/he did not go back 
to Na.*arcth *; Jest tihe prejddtcesxfi his neighbours,, whfr 
regarded him as the Son of Joseph,. should v obstruct hi* 

doctrine, 

•'•<*.. ...;>,» . ..." w • . " • . . , . 

* Some authors are of opinion, that what is related, Luke iy~ 

Concerning our Lcrd's g»ing to Nazareth, and being rejected by his 

countrymen, 
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doctrine, as i^would have been hard tq persuade {hem that 
he came out from God, and by fixing his abode in Caper- 
naum bur Lord fulfilled jhe prediction of Isaiah. 

SECTION XXVI.- 

JESUS CURES A NOBLEMAN'S SON AT CAPEftNAUM. 

From John, Chap. iv. 

So Jesus came again into Cana of Galilee, where he 
made the water wine. And there was a certain noble- 
nan whose son was sick at Capernaum. 

When he heard that Jesus was come out of Judea. 
into Galilee, he went unto him, and besought him that 
he would come down, and heal his son : for he was at 
the point of death. 

Then said Jesus unto him, Except ye see signs and 
wonders, ye will not believe. 

The nobleman saith unto him, Sir, come down ere 
my child die. > 

Jesus saith unto him, Go thy way ; thy son liveth. 
And the man believed the word that Jesus had spoken 
an to him, and he went his way. 

And as he was how' going down, his servants met 
Kin, and told him, saying, Thy son liveth. 

Then enquired he of them the hour wheh hf began 
to amend: and they* said onto him, Yesterday at the $ 
seventh hour the fever left him. 

So the father knew that it was at the same hour in 
the which Jesus said unto him, Thy son liveth; and' 
himself believed, and his whole house. 

countrymen, happened before the cure of the nobleman's son at 
Capernaum. 

TMi 
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Thir k again the second miracle fiat Jstvs did when 
he w« come* out of Judca into Galike, 

1 ANNOTATIONS akd REFLECTIONS. 

* The nobleman who applied to Christ for the care of 
his son was a person belonging to Herod's court, sop- 
posed to have been Chuza * his steward, whose wife was 
afterwards a constant attendant on our Saviour. 

The youth/ s disease was beyond the power of medi- 
cine ; his father, therefore, resolved to go and intreat 
Christ to save a life so dear to his parents. From his 
earnest request, that Christ would go down with him to 
Capernaum, we may conclude that this nobleman ha$ 
not a proper idea of our Saviour's power; but no 
sooaer did our Lord intimate, that his personal at- 
tendance was not necessary, than he withdrew his soli- 
citations i and by this act, gave a satisfactory proof that 
he had a firm belief in our Lord's power : this belief, 
founded upon, j$e report or sight of former miracles, wa3 
the substance of that faith which Christ commended, 
and rewarded by curing his son* 

To have his dear child thus mercifully and miracu- 
lously snatched from death, was a most joyful event to 
the affectionate father; but his journey was attended 
with still happier, effects, for the nobleman and his whole 
family became converts to Christianity, and from that 
time had cause to rejoice in the hopes of salvation. 

Cana was the pjace, where our Lord performed his 
first miracle; and it is in reference to this circum- 
stance that his cure of the nobleman's son i& called the 
second. ..„!.', 

'this portion of Sacred History shews in a very strong 

• See Luke viii. j. 

light 
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tight ifcfi e&ciiy of -faith ; andfthisfatfi duqrixr ttutl&ed 
in as acceptable a manner bjr tbtoa Mc^ofjanr;raNKdg 
or hearing of\this miracle, receive it as a proof of the 
divine, ppwer, jpf our Lord, as itwaafy the BoJb|eman, 
for whose sake it was first wrought* 

: . ; >. • '. . 4, v " '.: i 

" . . - sEcfi$ii xx-vji. ; .V' ,*''. \'i 

FASsActs or THfc frUfcrfct-eiEfc o* : aitfcfti/, kttilti 

: ■ . ... .1 ,,. i ;. /: : ;. ,./ - 

y I. Tfeo0 f Oking>'rtwi»f,i(i^ fifftgff* 

Yhh great image, whose brfghrf^sWaV^ 

fcefore thee, and trie form thereof wVterfiBfeC : ' ; s : : 

T*hfs images head w*s of ^ne ^5, T h& firekst atrif fiti . 
amis of silver, his>elly and'fcfc thrg&'df tffo&r' '[ * / 

His fegi' of iron; tiis 'fee*, 7 " : jwrt of iroii, ; itld : part 
of day. i ; --■ y-— i;d...,;.;.^.i 

Thou sawest tifl that d ' stone' w&^ut'M' tfirllttui 
hands, which jSmotette \tik&b^ l W%£i^^\^ 
of iron and clay, and br&e tliem to'pfedesV ' ' y UVN( \ h ~ 
' Then was the irorf/ftn* clay, 'the" br'^s, ^116^1^,^04 
Hie gold, broken t^p'kces'rogether^^ftd beea^eii&'tfte* 
chaff of the summer th*e&irl£.-flodfsY an<f s M" l \f0' ciil 
ried them away, that no place Was fourld' fef tHefnY^anil 
the' stone thatshtote fhe image; 'became 'a L'g¥&f rjio*u'f|- 
tain* and filled tfie whole eartfcr *" '^ ': ' u L ,lA 'f l 

'this is flic dream 1 ; and we ^sll^ld^tte^Lsl^^^SeifH^ 
thereof before the king. 

• Thou, 6 king, art a king of klngf ? R# ttfe'bcft ox* 

heaven hath given thee a kinsrdom, power, and strength, 

j , j : ' , • • • .• .iii "&> :<* x ri k( ~.:.T 
tnd glory. * 

And wheresover the, chiidre* of men dwell, the 

* yl beasts 
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beasts of tbeifldd *nd<*he fowls <>f.*he &**«> fc* te , 
giw ih<a intend* and t hath marfe, thee *tftr ove* 
them all : thou art this head of gold. " • • , i 

And after ttfeeshiai ***** wbOwr kingdom: u*IWf to 
thee, and anther third fcitigdofri «f i>ws, whicfe **» 
bear mle over all the -earth. > * r *» : 

And th* fourth kingdom shall btt*t**ng,as ir0s;:fo*v - 
asmuch as iron breaketh in pieces, and supdaeth »H 
thing* i aW •» iron that fiwakcth all ihese> shall it,bieak 
in pieces, and bruise* . . ' t '. 

And wh^ueaathott/awest the feet and. toe;* part of 
potters clay, anU part of irim i tte kingtonx sfeali h« «»" 
*ided» hm there shaJl fee is : i« of «he tfrwgth of *te 
iron, forasmuch as thou sawest the iron mjafcd.wAtfci 
miry clay. » ' j 

And'as the toes of th6 fcefwere paft of iron/ and 
part of clay ; «o the kingdom «hall be #artly ai****^ 4 
partly broken. ; . ' 

And whereas thou.*aw*st iron »&td wWlmiry clay; 
they shall mingle thefB*eltowijth/ the.see4 *f n*ro* to* 
they shall not cicare one to smother, eve* aawp »• noft 
minted with clay* •/ • . : J 

And in the days of these kings shall the Gob of hea~ 
Ten set up a kingdom, which *haU neter be destroyed^ 
and the kingdom shall not be left to other people hut It 
shall break in pieces, and consume all these kingdoms'* 
and it shall stand for ever; .,.• - - ' • \ .- • t 

'Forasmuch as thou sawest that the^stdnewaicot out 
of the mountain without hands, and that <it brake in 
pieces the iron, the brass, the day* ti» sidir**, and the 
geld; die great God hath made known to taking* wte© 
shall come to pass hereafter : and the dwam is , oert«wJ 
and the interpretation thereof sure. "° I 

IJ. I saw in 'ike night vision*, and behold,. «n* Jike; 

the 
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the -Son of Man came with the clouds of heaven, and 
came to the Ancient of Days, and they brought him nestr 
before him. 

And there Was given him dominion and gk>ry> and a. 
kingdom, that all people, nations and languages, should 
serve him : his dominion is an everlasting dominion, 
which thall not pass away, and his kingdom, that which, 
shall not be destroyed, 

III. Seventy weeks are determined upon thy people, 
and upon thy holy city, to. finish the transgression, and 
to make an end of sins, and to make reconciliation for 
iniquity, and to bring in everlasting righteousness, and 
t$ seal up the vision and prophecy, and to anoint the 
most holy. 

ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS, 

From these and, other passages of the prophetic writ-: 
ings, the Jews were accustomed to call the expected 
kingdom of the Messiah the Kingdom of He/men; 
and John the Baptist was understood by them to allude 
to these prophecies, when he preached, that the Kingdom 
of Heaven was at band; only they did not compre- 
hend the spiritual meaning of the predictions, but ex. 
pected a temporal kingdom, instead of the Church of 
Christ, which reigns over the souls and spirits of 
men. 

There was, as has been already observed, a particular 
time fixed for the coming of this kingdom/ Before ir, 
according to the first of the above predictions four Gen- 
tile kingdoms were to arise* First, the Babylonian, 
compared to gold. Secondly, that of the Medes anc( 
Persians, represented by silver. Thirdly, the Grecian 
power, compared to brass. Fourthly, the Roman Em» 
• pire, compared to iron feet stamping and destroying .all 

that 
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that came in, their way. Daring this last, the King- 
dom of Heaven, represented by a stone cut without 
hattdi, was to arise and break in pieces the mighty Ro- 
man Empire, which was composed of all the others, 
having gradually subdued and incorporated them with 
itself. 

It has been' shewn, in the former part bf this history, 
how these monarchies succeeded each other; and that 
the Roman Empire was at the highest pitch of power 
when our Saviour was born inro the world; there- 
fore the Messiah was expected (by all who paid at. 
tention to the prophecies) to appear at this .period* 
But to fix the attention of the Jews with more cer- 
tainty, the exact time of his coming was also fore- 
told by Daniel, in the third of the above-cited pas- 
sages. 

Much has been written by way of explanation of this 
latter prediction ; but it is sufficient to observe, at pre- 
sent, rhat the Jews, according to their law, counted 
their times and years by sevens. Every seventh day was 
a sabbath, or day of rest from labour : every seventh 
year was also a year of rest for the land, andi for giving 
freedom . to servants ; and was called on this account a 
sabbatical year* 7 Seven years might therefore be called 
a n^eek of years, seventy of which amounted' to four hun- 
dred and ninety . The meaning of the prophecy then is, 
that when the temple, city, and commonwealth, of the 
Jews (which in Daniel's time was kid waste by the Baby* 
ionish captivity) should be restored and *et up again, it 
should continue four hundred and ninety years, and no 
more; for before that time was ended, the Messiah 
sheuid come* Tlie remaining part of this prophecy, re-, 
specting the intent j>i his coming, we will endeavour to 
explain as we proceed. 

4 It 
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- It Is to be particularly noticed, that in the second oL 
the above predictions, the prophet relates, that he saw 
in a vision one like the Son of Man > to whom the Air- 
PIent of Days gave universal dominion. Oar Savi. 
ovi called himself the Sow or Man ; and it is agree- 
able both to the prophecies and the Gospel doctrine to 
suppose, that the Ancient of Dav| signifies the Lord 
God, or as another Prophet styles the Messiah, ac- 
cording to his divine nature, the Father of the 
Everlasting Agg. The union- of the divine and 
human natures in the Messiah is then plainly intk 
mated in this prediction. 

'. SECTION XXVIII. 

JESUS BEGINS TO PREACH THE GOSPEL, AND CALL- 
ETH PETER* ANDREW, JAMES, AN© JOHN; 

From Mattke<w % Chap, iv, Luke, Cbaf* v, 

. From that time Jesus began to preach; and to say, 
iThe time is fulfilled, and the kingdom -of ;Qod is at 
hand, repent ye, and believe the GospdL i 

-And Jesus, walking by the sea of GaMlee y saw tw# 
brethren, Simon, called Peter, and Andrew* his brother, 
casting a net. into the sea: (for they were fishers). 

And he saith onto them,' Follow me, and I wiH make 
you fisbers, of men. And they straightway left cbet* 
oeit> and followed him. • ' - -'. v - » »T 

" And it came to pass, that as the people pressed upon 
Jrim to hear the* word of God, he stood by the lake of 
Gennesirethy *" 

And saw two ships standing by the lake; biit'th* 
<ftshennen were gone ont of. thenv^fid weifc washing 
their nets, • k 

* And 
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And Jfisvs Entered into one of the ships, which Was 
Simorr's, and-prafptd iirni c rtrat he ^would ' tfrrtrsY 'out a 
liirie f?om the faudi >anfl' he^nt down* and taught the 
people ©uj of the shi£. < -•' r -..' - 
\. »Jfem whim. Jesvs had left speaking, he said untoi 
SijWPi-liauo^H out fata the deep, and let. down your 
nets for a draught, * 

( Aad Silswrn answering laid .unto hthi, Master, we have 
toi}e4 aU fligjit, and have Jtatato nothing : nevertheless, 
ajt.thy word, I will let down the net. 
, ,Aed when .they, had this done, they inclosed a. great 
multitude 6f fishes ; and their net brake* < 
. And ihey beckoned « onto their, partners, whjchwere 
in the other ship, . that they should come and help thenw 
And they, came and. filled both the ships, so that they 
began .to link.; i ...... 

When Simon Peter saw if* Be fell. down at Jesvs* 
knees, sayings Depart ftom me, for I am a sinful inan, 
CXLou. : h 

Forhe was. astonished,, and all .that were with Mh), 
at the.dtaught of theibhes Owhteh they ha<fc*akenj -!•*"• 

Andifeo/were also James and John 4 the sons' of 2fcbeV 
dee^^wh^ch.were partners wfrhSimod. And Jbsus said 
unto Simon, iear not;, from henceforth 4hou shalt catch 
men.* - .. • ^-- ••• •- • ** 

And when Jrsus, n.'tar'wtf&t out vfronr hence^s*^' 
Jaanfest- and John fcis brother} irUhe ihipi WitfrZebede* 
their father, mending their nets,"he5 tailed them, -' * > 
, And theyl htwiediatery? kfir their 1 tfathfcr, and % went 
after huhy>tuid .wh«n.*»he shqw^were broaght to land,' 
¥en?r,.iAwdrew, James and John forsook all, and foU 

. v^.-.v x *i; ,;: -.i :»f«no^, :>••■.". . ^ ^ 

^ko • 't jf,i: .;..i»i'J' ,- - ' . ■ *'♦ '* . * 

o ,.:.. rt -l } , ANNOTATIONS 
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ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS. 

Out Saviour*, at the opening of his ministry, made 
use of the same expression at John the Baptist did when 
he appeared as a public teacher, the Kingdom of Heaven 
it at band! from the last Section We may *ndersta»d 
the import of these Words. • •' 

- According to die calculations of learned ' aiithors, 
who have carefully considered Daniel -s prophecy of the 7 
seventy weeks, oar L»Rb began \m publication of the- 
Gospel iri the last of these weeks of years. He there- 
fore reminded the Jews, that the time was fulfill* d y thtft 
they might be the more ready to believe his assertion, 
that the kingdom of heaven was at hand. ^ '* * » 

OunLoRP then proceeded to acquaint them, byrWhat 
means they might become members of this kingdom, 
Repent je f and helieve the Gospel. Repentance and Faith 
are both absolutely necessary to. produce that heavenly 
disposition of mind requisite for those who are desirous of 
obtaining the favour of Gqd, and of enjoying the benefit 
of the newXdvenantL* By Repentance , we are to under* 
stand a sorrow and hatred for sin, and a thorough refor- 
mation of mind, with a stedfast purpose of living^agree- . 
ably to the will of God. By * Faith , a sincere belief* 
that the Gospel which Christ preached was really 
the Word of. God: that /he was truly the Son of the 
Highest; and that all he has taught, it is the duty 
of Christians to practise. 

As Our Saviovr was now entered upori his ministry, 
he resolved to select some chosen persons for his con- 
sjant companions, that they might he witnesses of his lift' 
apd conversation, and instructed to teach his doctrine to 
others. This choice did not fall upon the rich, the power- 
ful, or the learned, but upon illiterate men; the only 

qualification 
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qualification required in them was a humble and pious 
disposition. 

It appears that Simon Peter and Andrew returned tm 
their occupations, after their first conference with our 
Lord ; but it is supposed Philip remained with him, a* 
it is likely Nathanael did, under the name of Bartholo. 
mew, Peter and Andrew immediately obeyed our 
Loan's invitation to follow him, yielding themselves 
from that time to-his authority as their majcer. 

Simon gave a proof of his faith by his ready obedience 
to let down the tier, which, according to the usual coarse 
of things, seemed a very unreasonable command ; for, 
after having toiled all night to no pujpose, there was but 
little room toexpect to catch fish : but Peter and his com. 
panions were soon convinced that Jisus had dominion 
over the sea as well as over the land, and that he could 
perform whatever was necessary to promote the glory of 
. God, and the happinesjs of mankind. 

Peter, struck with a strong conviction of Qhrist's 
excellency and dignity, and his own imperfections, re- 
quested him to depart, thinking himself unworthy to be 
in his holy presence. Our Lord, pleased with his hu- 
mility, revived his hopes by an assurance, " that hence, 
forth he should catch men," meaning that he should eon*. 
, vert them. Peter, fully persuaded that the same Lord wh* 
had given him miraculous assistance in his former qcou 
pation, could also qualify him for what he would appoint ; 
him to do, resolved to forsake all and follow J as us, not 
doubting but that, illiterate and ignorant as be wa», he 
might still, by divine assistance, become iustr tfm^oxa! in • 
the conversion of others. Andrew, James, aod Join, 
also concurring in Peter's sentiments, attached themselves- - 
from tr at day to the service of our Lorp. , . 

Vol. V.. * An 
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it An efcact imitation of those /ofr^/persons/who.were 
thus set apart for the immediate service pf the .Messiah, 
omnnot be required of Christians in general : we ought 
rather to copy the example of Peter, who, after having 
foeard the Word of God, let down his net again; for 
the service which is commonly required of us, is consist* 
«nt with the pursuit of our worldly occupations ; yd if 
a. particular case arises, in which <wc must part either 
with our religion or our employment, we certainly 
should not hesitate/ but cheerfully forsake all and follow 
GttMSvT, with a perfect confidence that Goo, under 
such circumstances, will so owler the dispensations of his 
providence, that we shall be sustained here and rewarded 
hereafter. Our Lord's words, repent and belkvt tb* 
G<tsfeli are of general import* 

\ SECTION XXIX. 

PASSAGES OF THE PROPHECIES, PORETELLING THE 
-' COMING OF JEHOVAH TO BRING SALVATION, 

Frtm Isaiah, Chap, xxxv, xliii. 

-I» The desert and the waste shall be glad; and the 
wilderness shall rejoice and flourish : Like the rose shall 
it beautifully flourish; and the well-watered plain of 
Jordan also shall rejoice : the glory of Lebanon shall be 
given uttto it % the beauty of Carmel and of Sharon ; 
there shall ye behold, the glory of JihovaH, the ma. 
jesty of our Goo* 

.Suengchen ye the feeble hands, and confirm ye the 
totorittgfcftee*. • Say ye to the faint-hearted, Be 'ye 
strong 4 Jfcar ysT'OOt; Behold your God ; Vengeance 
it Ml -come* the- set fi but ion of God: He himself will 
some and deliver you* 

The* 
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Then shall be unclosed the eyes of the, blind j anj 
the ears of the deaf shall be opened. 

Then shall the lame bound like the hart, and the 
tongue of the dumb shall sing*: He himself shall be witfc 
them walking in the way. 

II. And in that day shall the deaf, hear tne words ©f 
the book ; and the eyes of the blind shall see out of ob~ 
scurity and out of darkness. 

. The meek also shall increase their joy in the Loud ; 
and the poor among men shall rejoice in the Holy One 
of Israel. And they shall sanctify my name, and sane, 
tify the Holy One of Jacob* and shall fear the Gob of 
Israel. 

' They also that erred in spirit shall come to under- 
stating, and they that murmured shall learn his doc*, 
trine. 

III. Thus saith the God/ even Jehovah, wh* 
created the heavens, and stretched them out ; who spread 
abroad the earth, and the produce thereof; who giveth 
bread to the people upon it, and spirit to them that 
tread thereon : 

I, Jehovah, have called thee for a righteous pur- 
pose ; and I will take hold of thy hand, and will pre- 
serve thee ; and I will give thee for a covenant to the 
people, for a light to the nations. 

To open the eyes of the bHnjl; to bring the captive 
out of confinement; and from the dungeon those that 
dwell in darkness. 

I am Jehovah, that is ray name; and my glory 
tfill I not give to another, nor my praise to the graven- 
images. 

ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS. 

Ths first of these predictions intimated indurative 
¥ z ' language 
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language that God would visit his people in a mani- 
fest manner, and perform many wonderful miracles on 
earth, 

The second was to the same purpose, and implied, 
Aat the Holy One of Jacob, by whom was meant the 
Messiah, should be peculiarly sanctified; and the fear 
of the Lord established through the light which the; 
Holy One should afford to the understanding of those 
who before wandered in error. 

The third is addressed to the Holy One or .Mes- 
siah, and contains a declaration, that the same Al- 
mighty Being, who created and who governs the world, 
had resolved to take him to himself, in order to fulfil the 
covenant he had entered into with his faithful people. 
In the latter part of this quotation, the Divine Being 
asserts, that it was to himself, even to JEHOVAH, that 
the glory of these wonderful works should be ascribed ; 
therefore the Messiah, by whose hand they were per- 
formed, must certainly be regarded as united to JEHO. 
VAH; and those who should worship the Messiah as 
a separate Deity, would be guilty of idolatry as much 
as those who paid adoration to graven images. 

In the course of eur Lord's history, we shall endea- 
vour to shew how these predictions were accomplished. 

The spiritual meaning may be in some degree illus- 
trated by the Annotations to that part of Sect. XXV. 
which relates to Galilee and Naphthali. 

SECTION XXX. 

JESUS CASTKTH OUT A DEVIL, AND CURfiffH PETER'S 
wife's MOTHER. 

From Mark) Chap. i. — Mattheno iv. 

Anj> they went into Capernaum, and straightway on 

the 
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tie sabbath-day fie entered into- the synagogue, ani 
taoght. ... 

An& ; they were astonished art his doctrine; /or lie 
taught them as one that had authority and not as U* 

; scribes. . . . 

. And there was in their synagogue a man with an un- 

[ clean spirit* and he cried oar, saying, Let as alone, 

' what nave we to do with thee, rhoo Jesus of Naiareth t 

art taoQ come to destroy^ ? I know; thee who tho* art, 

theHbly Oneof God." . ' t \ 

i And Jrsvs rebuked him,, saying, Hold thy peace, 

and come out of him* And when the unclean spirit had 

| fonfnim," and cried with a loud voice, he came put 

f ©f him,. ,. "„...... .,.-.:. 

And they were all amazed, insomuch that they <rues- 

I tioried "among themselves, saying, What thing is this t 

r what new doctrine is this? for with authority com* 

Aandeth he even the unclean spirits, and they do obe^y 

him. 

' And immediately his fame spread abroad throughout 
all the region round 'about Galilee. 

, And forthwith, when they were come out of the syna- 
gogue, they entered into the house of Simon and An- 
drew, with James' and John* . 

But Simon's wife's mother lay sick of a fever* and 
anon they tell him of her. And he came and took 
her by the hand, and lift her up ; and immediately the 
fever left her, and she ministered linto them. ' 

And at even, when the sun did s:t, they brought unto 
Mm all that were diseased, and them' that were pos- 
sessed with devils. * And all the city was gathered to- 
gether at the door. 
And he healed many that were sick of divers diseases, 
' * F i and 
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and cast out many devils, and suffered, not the derils tq 
*peak, because the/ knew him. n * ''•' 

And in the morning, rising up a great while beSmit 
day, he went out 'and departed into a Solitary pjape, aikl 
Wre : prayed; : " ; ' te 

And Simon, and they that were with him, Mowed' 
afttrThinr \ ?: ; ' *'> : . ^ '* ■■'^\ /_ *. 

And wjien they had found Kim, they said unto, tun," 
Alt mei^seekf for thee, '. And hesaid nnto them, tct ua 
go Mothe next towns, for therefore came I forth, . 

And Jtsus wpnt about all Galilee, teaching in their 
synagogues, and. prtttefcirig of the gospel of the king- 
dom, and healing all manner of sickness, and all raapnerT 
of disease among the people. 

And his fame went throughout all Syria : and they 

. tfcaght tmti him all sick people that were takea with, 

divers diseases, and torments, and those which were 

possessed with devils, and those which were lunatic* an4 

thefte that had! the palsy ; and he healed them/ ( , 

And there followed him great multitudes of jpflple 
from Galilee, and from Decapolis, and from Jerpsaisq^ 
and from Jpdea, and from beyond Jordan, ' ' j, * 

ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS^ 

* The scribes and doctors only expounded tht law, ami 
taught the Jews the traditions of their &tj*r*$ but Jum* 
coming with the power of God,. deiiv«i64Jus doctrines; 
with the authority and dignity of a,divine tea cher^ Qur 
Lojid differed from the Jewish doctors, not Oftly in his, 
fanner of instructing,, but also ia his conduct,. \tfWch 

* Bishop NcwQmV»Qb&ci^»ti9afi.oa pur Lord** Conduct. % . 

perfectly 
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perfectly agreed with hi* instructions, and distinguished 
him as superior to those who said and did not. 

By curing all kinds of diseases as he did, our Lout? 
proved that he Was God. What is meant by being 
possessed with devils, is not precisely deternjrne*k 
Many learned authors suppose* *hat this possession was 
no rnore/ than a high degree of madness, imputed by 
the superstition of the Jews to the spirits of the de- 
ceased (called demons) entering into the bodies of the 
living. Others imagine, that some of the apostate an* 
gelsy who were cast out of heaven, had power toenret 
into men, and afflict them in a dreadful manner ; but k 
is certainly best for those who are not capable of deep 
f peculations and metaphysical disquisitions, to take the 
Seri-pture in a literal sense on. this subject, and to sup- 
pose (as appears from the account of' the *- mptation in* 
the wilderness, and as many expressions of our Lou n't 
teem to imply) that *•• Satan, from the time, of his apos. 
facy, endeavoured to erect on earth a kingdom, in eppoi. 
fckion to the 4 kingdom of the Loud God intended for rift. 
Messiah; and* that, on our Saviour's appearing on 
tarih, Satan exerted himself,, and employed the wicked 
Spirits wfrareli with him, in opposing ©he first establish*, 
went. of Christianity,; and they might perhaps be peru 
mihed to prevail to a certain degree, in order more 
effectually to display. the superior powe* and goodness of 
him whom God> had sent into the world, and also* to- 
sender the defeat of the devil more conspicuous. How 
the devils entered human bodies i> impossible for us to 
Know* < because it is amongst the number of spiritual 
thing* which we have no faculties to comprehend: but 
if the opinion that they did so was ertoneous, surely our 

• Newcome's Observations. 

F 4 Lord 

Digitized by LiOOQ IC 



f 204 ) 

Lord would hare convinced his hearers of the falsehood 
of it, instead of confirming it, as he did by repeated mi- 
racles. J is us, knowing that the dispositiba of the Jews 
was such, that those who believed him to be the Mes- 
siah would want to make him King immediately, and 
jJace him on the throne of Israel, and that others would 
oppose his doctrine, and raise commotions in the state, 
forbad the demoniacs to say that they fcnew him. He 
came into the world as the Prince of Peace; he there- 
fere reserved on all occasions to take every precaution 
that human prudence, directed by divine wisdom, could 
•»ggest to preserve it. 

How astonishing must it have been, to behold one 
whose outward appearance proved him to be of human 
kindy evidently acting with divine power \ None but an 
Almighty Befog could effect such wenders, and we must 
consider our Saviour in these instances as God Mani- 
fested in the fleshy * Here he is above our imitation; for 
no one could (as Nicodemus justly^ observed) perform 
such miracles unless God were witfy him. " But let us 
contemplate our Lord's behaviour as Man, and we 
shall find it possible to improve ourselves to some degree 
of resemblance to him, if we will endeavour to follow 
his blessed example. It is true, that we cannot, like 
htm, cure all manner of diseases amongst the people ; but 
«re may often mitigate, and sometimes, by well.dispo&d 
hilarity, remove the bodily afflictions of our fellow* 
"Creatures* If we cannot restore reason to the distracted 
mind, we may, by religious arguments and rational ad* 
Vice, prevail with some to part withi their sins, which 
are as great tormentors as evil spirits; and calm ia 
others those fierce and turbulent passions, which oitea 

end in distraction. We may also imitate the prudence 

< 
* See Seqfc uuc. 
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of onrSA* 1*0**, by avoiding*!! decisions of dfstot&ing 
the peace of a neighbourhood, and may* loam of hii» 
humility : - Hi* piety< should a*so excite ow emola tion ; 
f«s if he who did no sia, arose before the morning light,* 
and retired into a. solidary place, to pray, how ratich 
moje «eed have we; to withdraw oceasionally from the 
world, that we may secollect what is requited' of as* 
and in treat our heavenly Father to? enable- us ta do hi* 
blessed, will £ l 

SECTION XXXL. c * J 

' jmsv* otKtra a man of'th-e pa'lst^ 

from Luke, Chap. T. — Mark, ii. — Matth#w r iyi». , 

. And itcanvi to pair on a certain &&y % as*- he was 
teaching,, that, there wese Pharisees and doctors- ofthev* 
law sitting by, which were come out of every town of J 
Galilee, and J udea, and Jerusalem: and, the power o£ 
the Lo&d was present to heal them.. 

And straightway many were gathered together, inso- 
much that there was no room to receive them/ no, not 
so much as about the door:: and he preached the word.- 
unto them. r 

And they came unto him, bringing one- sick of the 
palsy, which was borne offour. ^ 

And when they could not come nigR unto him for ' 
the press, they uncovered the roof where he was: and' 
when they had broken it up, they -let down the bed 
wherein the sick of the palsy lay* 

And Jesus seeing their faith, saith unto the sick of 
the pal*y, Son,, be of good cheer, thy sm$ be forgiven 
thee* 

■. And* behold, certain of th£ scribes said wfthin them. 
F 5 selves, 
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stiver This maa blasphemed*, WW ca* forgive sin* 
but Gch> only B - , 

Afid imme&ftteiy, wheiv JtoMM peremed in his spirit, 
t&tf they $» reamed within ^heaweiwi, he aM' «ntx> 
them* Why' reason ye; these things in yoitt hearts I 

Whether u it easier toaay to tiro skk of tie palsy* 

Thy sin* be forgiven thee: or to say, Arise, and take 
iip. Ay iod, tod walk ? 

But that ye may know that the Son of Man hatlfe 
power on earth to forgive sins (he saith to the sick of 
the palsy) I say onto thee, Arise, and take up thy bed* 
and go thy way into thine house. 

And immediately he rose up before* then*, and took, 
ttp that whereon he lay, and departed to his own house,, 
glorifying Got*. 

: And they wem all amazed, and thejr glorified Hat), 
and were filled with fear, saying, We have seen strange 
r thinga .to*4a,y* 

ANNOTATIONS and- REFLECTIONS. 

. It is supposed that the Pharisees and doctors of the 
Jajw, who resorted to. Our Saviour on< this occasion* 
came with a view of furnishing thomselves with matter 
of acc^&atian^ against him \ as they were greatly alarmed 
lest his doctrine should prevail, to the subversion of their 
own. Conscious that he had divine power, by .which he- 
was able to counteract their wicked designs, our Lord. 
continued fo iastfujct his numerous followers as usual*. 
The report of his being thus attended attracted general 
carjosir-y,..,. - . ., > • 

; The poor man, who was- so cfisajtfe&by the palsy, was - 
certainly thoroughly persuaded in his own mind of ou* : 
S ayjquVs *&$*¥: to ^4 Utojt or he jr&jUL; no* i«* M* 

helplesa 
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helpless condition hare risked ait experiment whfclfr 
mast have put him to* great inconvenience; neither 
would his friends, who carried him, have taken such: 
pains to place him in a situation to engage our Lctrd's:' 
attention, unless they also had been convinced df his* 
merciful disposition, and of his power to perform- mira- 
cles. We must not, however, suppose, that they con* 
veyed the man to the top of such a high house, rooffedi 
with beams and rafters, and* then covered' entirely 
with: laths and tiles, for this was totally impracticable 
The houses in the eastern countries consisted of one- 
story or'ground floor, and had flat roofs, with a kind of 
gallery at the top :. in the roof was a door which com- 
municated with the apartments;, and there was fre- 
quently a ladder or stairs on the outside;, by these stairs; 
the paralytic man was doubtless carried up, and let 
through the door of the roof. His bed being borne afi 
Jbur 3 most probably was something of the carpet cor 
blanket kind. 

When- the poor afflicted creature had thus far* or*. 
tained his desire, he seems, to have been apprehensive \ 
that his sins would occasion hint to be rejected: our 
krr*0> to shew that he knew the in watd. workings of! 
his mind, and at the same timeVto revive the drooping: 
spirits of one whose humble penitence and faith ren- 
dered him an object of divine compassion, assured him. 
that bis sins were forgiven him. This-expression natural! yr 
gave offence to the Pharisees, who regarded, liim* as 5 a< 
blasphemer, though they foTebore to accuse him as sucfr 
at that time;, intending, it^is. Hke^y, to produce hia own 
words as evidence against him in the great council u but. 
tttit malicious designs were opened 'to his' view ; J ahd 
» to convince them' that he acrualy had power to disttn--' 1 
gtiish the inward, though; i o£ 'mtt/.*^^ifeftmcep2r« k 
/ '■ F6 <En 

\ * 
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don to. the penitent, our Lord immediately healed the 
man, and then appealed to their own reason to deter, 
mine, whether it was not as easy to forgive sins, as tor 
enable a paralytic man to walk. 

Surely this 4fcracle alone was sufficient to shew, that 
our Saviour was by nature more than human ; for he 
performed it by a power inherent m him, and not asa 
minister or servant of the Lord* Let us then, like the 
man who was cured, and the multitude that beheld the 
astonishing transaction, glorify God, who, by a com. 
muni cat ion of his Holy Spirit and Divine Word to 
one born of a woman, gave him discernment to judge 
with unerring wisdom and perfect equity, and authority 
to acquit or condemn the innocent ox guilty* Had not 
the Spirit of Jehovah rested upon Jesus, he would 
not have been constantly and fully acquainted with the 
secret motives of the actions of men. Had not the Di- 
iinb Word made known through him the gracious 
purposes of the Supreme Being, men would have re*, 
^naioed in a state of uncertainty, in respect to the for- 
giveness of sins: -neither could they have discovered the 
will of their hea<ven)j Father, as the knowledge of 
these things is beyond the reach of human reason and 
unassisted by divine xevelatiom 

SECTION XXXII. 

Tj|S €AM» OF MATTHEW. THE DISCOURSE* Of 

JESUS WITH THE PHARISEES. 

From Matthew, Chap, ix.— -Z#ir, v. 

Aho as Jesus passed forth from thence, he saw a 
man named Matthew, sitting at the receipt of custom : 
*n4 he saitk uato him, Follow me. 

And' 
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• And he left all, rose up, anijpiiowed htiil.' Aftd4# 
made a- great feast in his house. 

Aod it came to pass, as Jisvs sat at meat in thj* 
house, behold, many publicans and sinners came, and 
sat .down with him and his disciples, * 

And when the Pharisees saw it, they said unto hia 
disciples, why eatetb your Master with publicans and-' 
sinners ? 

But when Jesus heard that, he said unto them, 
They that be whole need not a physician, but they that 
are sick. 

But go ye and learn what that meaneth, I will havo. 
mercy, and not sacrifice : for I am not come t* call the 
righteous, but sinnets to repentance. 

Then came to him the disciple of John, saying, Why 
do we and the Pharisees fast oft, but thy disciples fast 
not? 

And Jesus said unto them, Can the children of (he 
bride. chamber mourn, as long as the bridegroom is 
with them ? but the days will* come, when the bride-* 
groom shall be taken from them, and then they shall 
fast. 

No man patteth a piece of new cloth into an old 
garment ; for that which is put in to £11 it up, taketh, 
from the garment, and the rent is made worse. 

Neither do men put. new wine into old bottles : else 
" the bottles break, and the wine runneth out, and the, 
bottles perish.: but they put new wine into new bottles,, 
and both are preserved. 

ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS, 

+ It has already been mentioned, that the Publicans 

• Set Ject it.; 

were 
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were hatefuHo the jew* in general, on account of their . 
office; but the Pharisees entertained against them the 
most inveterate aversion and contempt, and disdained tc* 
hold any intercourse with them, Their employment 
was in its nature disgraceful! and few would undertake* 
it hut men greedy of gain, who regarded not the honour 
oi the nation i it is likely, however, that there were 
some amongst them who were of a different character;, 
that engaged in the business merely for a maintenance* 
-and executed it with integrity. Our Saviour, who* 
v knew all hearts, disapproved the motives on which the 
Pharisees hatred of this set of people was founded, and 
at the same time pitied the unhappy situation of those- 
Publicans who lay under an odium they did not de- 
serve : he therefore resolved to shew, by his own divine 
example,, that no person should be despised merely for 
his profession; and- the readiness with which Matt he w> 
forsook the profits of his, employment, ta become a foU 
lower of Christ, was an immediate proof that he, at* 
least, was not an incorrigible sinner. 

As a testimony of his gsatitude, Matthew prepared * 
liberal entertainment soon after his call, to which- he- 
invited) in hopes that they also might become objects ofc 
our Saviour's kindness, a number of publicans, and*, 
persons of ordinary character, usually called sinners by 
the Pharisees ;, and one Loru, in token of his appro* 
bation of Matthew's conduct, and of his own com- 
passion for sinners,- took his place amongst them. This* 
we find, was considered^by the Pharisees as a very 
scandalous action, and they questioned his disciples in. 
a reproachful manner concerning the meaning of it ; to. 
which he condescended to reply. It was the peculiar 
business of the Messiah to convert and save sinners; 
our Lord, therefore, repcesen|fid4vitnself as the physician 

L - . Of 
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of tttofc,' Them y$io*fi*i& aWeady righteous, could 
sftch haire been fo&ftd', stood in no need either of *» in- ' 
struct*? 6? mediatory neither would those, who thought 
therraelres sdj accept either instruction or mediation : but 
that the Pharisee? fright not suppose righteousness to 
consist in the ceremonials of religion, and a strict obser- 
vation of the written traditions of their forefathers, our 
Lord quoted 4 part of the prophecy of Rosea, to prove 
that Goj> prefers a merciful disposition of mind even t6 
the sacrifices which he himself appoints. 

The disciples of John also took great offence at our 
Lord, for not following the example of their master in* 
respect to abstinence, not understanding the different 
characters of the Messiah and his harbinger. The sea- 
verity of the Baptist's appearance, of his manner of life,. 
and address, were wisely intended to remind the Jew* 
of their ancient prophets, particularly of Elijah *. He 
came to prepare men for the reception of the Mess tab,. 
to awaken* in their minds a strong sense of guilt, to 
shew the necessity of salvation, and persuade them tc* 
mortify their corrupt affections, that they might be 
proper candidates for the kingdom of heaven* But our 
Savior* on all occasions displayed a most benign and 
affectionate disposition, inviting sinners to repentance 
in the gentlest manner, and encouraging them to rejoice 
in his presence, by giving them assurances of salvation* 
on condition of forsaking their sins, and believing hia 
doctrine. If, therefore, the guests at a marriage-feast 
would thank it unreasonable to be required to fast and 
mourn during the festival, surely it must be more so foe 
those who were companions to him, wha came to bring 
life and immortalky- to 'light* to appear like mourners* 

The ancients keep their wine in skins and leathern 

. . , v , t * Bishop N«wcomi*s Observation*. 

* • • s { * ... .1 * 
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bftgfr whkh ait hereeatted h*uht. r By the eorripaj&pt> <aF 
»fw */|i/A and w«» iumu,. ou*SAvio:»a intimated, ' that 
it would be irapsqpen to» enjoin severe austerities t<aw 
those who were lately converted,, Jest k- should discou-T 
rage them,, and occasion their felling off, and becomings 
more irreligious than before* . Many of John's disables- 
are supposed *> have been trained from th^if youth iat> 
strict discipline amongst the Pharisees, Essettes and, Itfa— 
za rites; but oar. Savwmj».'& chiefly consisted of meA. 
who followed the usual occupations of life : these asa> 
generally so intent on worldly gain,, as to find bo* Utile 
leisure for religious exercises,. 

in what an amiable light does our Load appear* thus, 
humbling himself for. the . conversion of sinfeersl The- 
very worst offenders may take encouragement Ijpp* hence- 
to hope for salvation through him, and the best of men*, 
may learn to invite others to Christianity by gentlenesi 
arid kindness. Let us- then,, instead of driving those, 
who have been wicked to desperation, by shewiag hatred 
and aversion, endeavour to imitate the great Pbjskiad 
of Souls; first convincing them that sin is a fated disease. - 
of the mind, and then pointing out the remedy, <the bal« 
sam of everlasting life contained in the GospEiiv/^oc 
that it is necessary, or even proper, for Christians tfras* 
sociate indiscriminately with confirmed sinners, especi- 
ally with infideh and scoffers, because they hereby en*, 
danger the corruption of their own principles. Such irw 
corrigible sinners they should carefully avoid, lest, de~* 
ceived by their plausible arguments, they may be led to . 
entertain doubts concerning the truths of revealed re- 
ligion ; or, influenced by their ridicule, become ashamed, 
of their profession* and den; their. SUviova.*: 
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SECTION XXXIII. . 

JESUS CURETH A WOMAN, RESTORES TO LIFE JAT~ 
RUS'S DAUGHTER, AND CURES TWO BLIND MEN. 

grom Mattbrw, Chap, ix.~- Luis v* 

While Jesus spake these things unto them, behold, 
there cometh one of the rulers of the synagogue, Jairus 
by name; and when he saw him, he fell at his feet, 

And besought him greatly, saying, My little daugh- 
ter lieth at the. point of death; I pray thee tome and 
lay thy hands on her, that she may be healed, and 
she shall live. 

And Jesus went with him, and roach 3 people fol* 
: lowed him, and thronged him. '/,' ' 

And a -certain woman who had been a&fcted fo* 
twelve years, and had suffered many things of rnarrf 
physicians, and had spent all that she had, and was 
nothing better, but rather grew worse, 
- When she had heard of Jesus, came in the press be* 
bind, and touched his garment. For she said, If I may 
touch b*dt his clothes, I shall be whole. • 
. And straightway she felt in her body that she^ww 
healed. And Jesus immediately knowing*' in himsetif 
'that virtue had gone out of him, turned him about ia 
. the press, and said, who touched my clothes ? 

And his disciples said unto him, Thoa seest the mhhi 
titude throngfng thee, and sayest thou, Who' tottered 
me * ' : , - ' :: 

And he looked round about to see her that had done 
this thing. But * the woman, fearing and tremblings 
knowing what was done iaher, came and fell* down be-» 
fore him, and told biro all the truth; 

And 
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And he said unto her, Daughter* thy faith' hath 
made thee whole ; go in peace, add be whole of thy 

plague. 

While he yet spake, there came from the ruler of the 
synagogue's house, certain which said, Thy daughter i* 
dead, why trooUeat thou the master anjr further- r 

As soon as Jssvs heard the word that was spokes* fie 
sajthv unto the ruler of the synagogue, fie not afraid* 
only believe/ 

And he sugfend no man to follow him,- save Peter and 
James,, and John the brother of James. 
* And he conjeth to the house of the ruler of the «yna~ 
gogue* and seeth the tumult, and them that wept and 
wailed .greatly. f ■ - 

And 1 when he was come in, he saith unto them* Wfcjr 
pabe ^e^i^ada, ; and weep? the damsel is not dead, 
|$t*leepeth. 

. And they laughed him to scorn: but when he had 
pat them all out, he taketh the father and the mother 
"Vt the damsel, and them that were with him, and enter-* 
tth where the ; damsel was lying. 

And he took the damsel by the hand, and said uot* 
fye& Talit^a camp, which is> being interpreted, Damsel, 
(i sUy | unto thee) arise. 

Al^d straightway the damsel arose and walked ; for 
she was of the age of twelve years j and they were 
astonilhed.wit(L a great astonishment. 
} An4 he charged them straightly, that no man should 
know It : and commanded that something should be 
given, her jo. eat. 

And when Jesus* departed thence, two blind men £bl« 
lowed him* crying, and saying, Thou son of David, havt 
mercy on us. ,.:*., .•*. : 

And 
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^nd when tc ,^ra$ come into the house, th* blind 
men came, t<? him : and Jfesus saith unto them, believe 
ye» that I am able to do this i They said unto him, 
Yea, Lord, 

Then -touched he their eyes, saying, According tc* 
your faith, be it unto- yqu^ 

. And their eyes were opened: and Jesvs straightly 
charged them, saying, See. that no man. know it. But 
thejf, when they were departed, spread, abroad his fame 
in ajl that country*. * ? .,.;*,.. 

As^ they went but, behold they brought to, hixn a. 
dumb man. possessed with a devil. 
?f AMjj*ep tha.dfcvH was c*st out* the dumb spake ^ 
and the multitude marvelled, saying, it ,waa never s$ 
a^^Israel. " . y : . ' ,. t 

ANNOtATHMJS *»* *Kf LBCTlbtfS; — 

c: Jajjus* %ugl|^ 4 rui^of the, synagogue, ^ttrtajrt*! 
{be u^rioat yeqe*ation far our Savior, and eveor 
kneeled to J4m, . I#a cifcumatan^ea Jm life-enabled hia% 
to, procure thermos* able phyajbciara for hi* daq&hter^, 
and without doubt their upmost skiji had been exerted 
for her preservation, but ii^ v*ain. . The: disease was too 
powerful for the« art 5 the. agonies %f death came 
on j and. the unhappy father ,&ad reason to conclude, 
that before he reached. ;our Lord she had expired; yft* 
so greajtwaa his: confidence in. tfc Pivine power of 
Cjhju&t, that {ie &#uly beloved. j»e could, restore be* 
yto life again, and our Savjovh immediately lefrhi* 
company to attend him, ... 

Tte faith .of the gpor jfapian wljo touched our/LfOUD, 

ejtcoe^ed evea that pf ijairus^ andr it. fotrod ~*n instant? 

reward. , ^ w , : ,\ t .* 

. • " This 
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Tliis mTraele being so extraordinary, it was 1 ' expe- 
dient for 'the conversion of others, ! that it should' be 
made public': our 'Lord enquired " who' touched" him ? v f 
not for his own information, but that the w6man rnight 
herself testify' he* cure. ' 

And in order to establish that fai*h which had ren- 
dered heV an object of Divinfc' compassion, J an£ rewarct 
fief humility,' our Lord pu'fclicly pronounced the^ra- 
^ious words ofTomfdrt, honoured her m the'si^tU'oftncr 
world as a true disciple, and dismissed 4ier with tht : ten- 
derness of a father. ^Kjo^ia peace was a usual fortrf of ex~ 
pressing friendship and goad- will towards inferiors* <mct 
particula^ proper ©t! this etcasiorl; as v the pdof w^nan'* 
mind was %<> greatly disco»rpos*d and agitated.' Ki [ 

The performance of this astonishing miratle WakNtery* 
seasonable to strengthen the faith of Jairus, before he- 
received* the j^e»arge T IofiOTMng. hb% of his daughter'* 
death, which must have produced great emotions in the- 
lireaat of -sV tender a parent yti&t he ribes noi app&r to 
have giferr way 1 tb then*; fbr-rie' J st18 ,% contflnued to 
sfeeorapany our Lord, who, imwlSlng'tb disturb th£ 
afflicted family,' would hot suffer anv to follow bim into 
' the house, btft his three most iVitimatetriencfe* 
• The Jews bad; borrowed a custom from the heathens 
df having musfcians^wfco trtade it their Business, Jra-* 
mediately on the deaths of any t5ne^i6;^d6the k tflc grief 
fcf the surviving friends by "melancholy notes;* which 
they accompanied with singing. THis practice was 
eoiitrary to the- Jewish law, and* extremely absu*3; : btir* 
Lojsld dtopproved It, and commanded 1 them to g-ivV 
place to him; intimating, that he would render her 
death like a short sleep* ' Jairus famly relied. 6b the 
power of Ch* wt, aoif conducted bim to the bed where- 
his darling lay, deprived of sense and motion, <r What v 

an 
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an afiecting sight I Here was an occasion that exercised 
the tender feelings of humanity (which our Lord pos- 
sessed in the greatest degree ), .and required the exertion 
of almighty power. . As & Many Jesus .beheld the sor- 
row of the parents with the most compassionate con* 
cern; as God, he immediately relieved it, by restoring 
their child to life; and that they might be convinced 
she was free from the distemper which had proved fatal fj 
he commanded them to give her food. 

None but He who created the heavens, and stretched 
them out, who giveth breath to the people on the earth, 
and spirit to them that dwell thereon*, could thus have 
Raised the dead to life. 

It is likely that the blind men who followed out 
Lord had heard the particulars of this wonderful 
transaction, and were from this circumstance convinced 
that he was actually the MessiAh, the Son of David, 
whom Gop, by his prophet Isaiah, had promised " to 
give us a covenant to the people T. ,r,v The blind men 
believed that Christ was able to enre them, which 
was in fact acknowledging his Divinity ; and he re- 
warded their faith by healing them with a touch. Let 
us then, who read the history of this astonishing event, 
believe that the cure was effected by the same Al- 
mighty Being who first divided the light from the 
darkness, who was constantly present in the Messiah % 
walking in the way with mankind* 

The miracle of curing the dumb demoniac is a further 
confirmation of the presence of the Deity in Christ; 
for whether we suppose the man to have been afflicted 
with lunacy, or really possessed with a devil, ho human 
power could have restored his health, speech, and un- 

* See Sect, xxix* t Ibid. % Ibid. 

3 derstanding, 
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derstanding immediately, as our Saviour's did. With, 
out the Godhead, Christ could no more have wrought 
miracles, than any other man could perform rational 
actions without a soml. We may remark, that our 
Lord always lenew at once what he should do, and had 
no need to seek to God- On every' pccasion : for the 
Word being constantly with him, informed his mind, 
directed his judgment, prevented prejudice, implanted 
truth, and taught him the perfection of all human 
virtues, which he practised with delight. 

We must not -only adore God manifested in the fleshy - 
but also endeavour to follow our Saviour's example as 
Jdan. In the section we have been reading, his bene^ 
volence and compassion for the sorrows and afflictions 
incident to humanity are beautifully displayed. From 
his willingness to attend Jairu*, and give him con. 
solation, we may learn, that to comfort the afflicted is 
highly pleasing to our heavenly Father, 'By his ten- 
der behaviour to the poor woman, we are instructed to 
treat the humble and diffident with encouraging kindness ; 
and his readiness to cure the blind and dumb, teaches us to 
use our utmost endeavours to relieve the miserable. 

Our Lord's command, that his miracle might not 
be made public, seems to have been given to prevent in- 
convenience to Jairus's family; and to shew that he was 
averse to making at) ostentatious display of his Divine 
power, 

SECTION XXXIV. 

J^SUS WALKS IN THE CORN-FIELD HEALS THE 

MAN WHO HAD A WITHERED HAND. 

From Matthew^ Ckaf. xii. — Lnfo, vi. — Mark % in. 
And it came to pass that Jesvs went through the 
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«orn- fields, and his disciples were an hungered, 1 and 
began to pluck the ears of corn, and to eat. - 

But when the Pharisees saw it, they said unto him, 
Behold, thy disciples do that which is not lawful to d* 
upon the sabbath-day/ 

But he said unto them, Have ye not read what David 
did when he was an hungered, and they that were with 
him, x 

How he' entered into the house of God, and did eat 
the shew-bread, which was not lawful for him to eat, 
neither for them which were with him, but only for the 
priest? 

Or have ye not read in the law, how that on the sab.' 
bath-days the priests in the temple profane the sabbath, 
and are blameless ? • 

But I say unto- you, that in this place is one greater 
than the temple. The Son of Man i> Lord even 
of the sabbatjuday *. 

But if ye had known what this meaneth, I will have 
mercy and not sacrifice, ye would not have condemned 
the guiltless. 

And it came to pass* also. on another sabbath, that he 
entered into the synagogue, and taught ; and there was 
a man whose right hand was withered. ' * 

And the Scribes and Pharisees watched-him, whether 
he would heal on the sabbath-day, that they might find 
an accusation against him, 

But he knew their thoughts, and said to the man 
which had the withered hand, Rise up, and stand forth 
in the midst. And he arose and stood forth. 

And they asked him, saying, Is it lawful to heal on 
the sabbath.day ? 

• Sec Chap. xii. 

' And 
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And he saith unto them, Is it lawful to do good on. 
the sabbath-day, or to do evil ? to save life, or to kill ? 
but they held their peace. 

And when he had looked round about on them with 
anger, being grieved for the hardness of their hearts, he 
saith to the man, Stretch forth thine hand. And be~ 
stretched it out ; and his hand was restored whole as 
the other. 

And the Pharisees went forth and straightway took 
counsel with the Herodians against him, how they might 
destroy him. 

"But Jesus withdrew himself with his disciples to the 
sea: and a great multitude from Galilee followed him, 
and from Judea, 

And from Jerusalem, and from Iduraea, and from be- 
yond Jordan ; and they about Tyre and Sidon, a great 
multitude, when they had heard what great things he 
did, came unto him. 

And he spake to his disciples, that a small ship should 
wait on him, because of the multitude, lest they should 
throng him.. ' . 

For, he had healed many, insomuch that they pressed 
upon him for to touch him, as many as had plagues. 

And unclean spirits, when they saw him, fell down 
before him, and cried, saying, Thou art theJSeN of God. 

And he straightly charged them, that they should not 
make him known. 

That it might be fulfilled which was spoken by Esaias 
the prophet, saying, 

Behold my servant whom I have chosen, my beloved 
in whom my soul is well pleased : I will put my spirit 
upon him, and he shall shew judgment to the Gentiles. 

He shall not .strive, nor cry ; neither shall any man 
hear his voice in the street. 

A bruised 
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A braised reed shall he not break; and smoaking flax 
shall he not quench, till he send forth judgment unto 
victory. And in His name shall the. Gentiles trust. 

ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS. 

It was early in the morning, before the hour at which 
tht Temple- service began, that our Saviour walked 
with his disciples through the field. The Pharisees 
deemed his rubbing the ears of corn a profanation, be- 
cause it was customary for the Jews to fast till the public 
offices of the day were performed ; but in this particular 
they carried the observance of the Sabbath-day to a super- 
stitious length : and our Saviour, by justifying the con- 
duct of his disciples, meant to teach them that they did 
so; and that God,. by enjoining the Sabbath-day to be 
kept holy, neve^ intended to forbid any one from satis- 
fying the necessary calls of hunger ; on the contrary, 
we read, that in the wilderness he sent his people a mi- 
raculous supply of manna for this purpose, and prevented 
the corruption of it on this day alone. They might 
also judge, from the actions of the priests, that there 
were cases which admitted of exemption from the com- 
mand, Thou shaft do no manner d/fwork ; for they killed 
the beasts, and performed whatever was requisite for sa- 
crifices on that day as well as on any other: and the priests 
certainly understood, that they might, for charitable uses, 
dispense to other persons the provisions designed to be ap. 
propriated to themselves, as in the case of David, who 
undoubtedly honoured the ordinances of God as much 
as any one^ and would*hot have required Abimelech Jo 
break a positive precept of the law. 

The Messiah * (as we lately read) was prophesied of 
by Daniel, under the title of the Son of Man, which ouj ' 

• Sect, xxv ii. 

Vol. V. G Lou* 
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Lord very properly assumed: for the Jew* 'understood 
the Saviour oo be meant by it. • It seems- to signify 
one eminently distinguished above the rest of the.mjqnan 
species, that Son of man who was peculiarly separated 
by the Fa titer, tor be in union with His Eternal 
Word, and to have a dominion of eternal duration. 
Such a Being certainly was greater than the Temple./ 
If the priests in the service of the latter might deviate 
from the Iww of the Sabbath, surely the Messiah .might 
give his disciples leave so to do, while they were en- 
gaged in his immediate service. Had the Pharisees' re- 
flected on the merciful disposition of the Supreme Be- 
ing, and his declarations by the mouths of his Prophets, 
that he prefers acts of humanity to the mere ceremonials, 
of religion, they would not have been so severe in their 
censures. As the Sabbath was designed for the good of 
warty that he might rest from his labour/and renew His 
strength, while his soul was engaged in religious exercises, 
the Divine Lawgiver never could intend that he should 
Tiurt his health in £he observance of it. 
1 The Pharisees, thus defeated, resolved to watch for 
an opportunity of bringing Jesus before the Sanhedrim, 
for a more direct violation of the Law of Moses ; and 
we find that they attended him on the next Sabbath. 

According to the law of traditions, It was unlawful 
to cure any man on the Sabbath-day ; yet the Pharisees 
made no scruple of saving animals. This was so a,b- 
iiird, that they could not attempt to justify "it \ but in- 
stead of acknowledging their error, they listened to Our 
Lord with silent maliciousness. .He, knowing their 
secret designs, and that their hearts were .so hardened 
<hat neither words nor miracles would make any "im- 
pression, cast a look of hdy indignation on them; and 
forbearing jto waste his discourse to no purpose, pro." 

cccded, 
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ceedcd, : in defctt** of *hbtt, jteWiely to restore *o the 
poor afllicted n&fi the ose of his hifei'd, and then with- 
drew, as he hadiytet much to perform, before fie -submit- 
ted himself wrnbeii malice. - 

The Herodiansr are supposed to "Aunt been a sect 
among the-Jews^ dittingiiftfeed 1 by* their zeal for the' 
falnily of Herod. '*< 

The prediction btfrQ-qtioted by the Evafigdrstls in the 
book of Isaiah *. This is a very plain prophecy of the 
Me ssi ah, and cannot.^ justly applied to any •ther pet. 
son or character whatever. The description which the 
EVafigdfst gives of bur Load's conduct/ is the best 
cofnment on it ; we will therefore only observe, that the 
word judgment means the La<w to be published by the 
Messiah : that-is, the Institution of trie Gospel. 

By: evcty action: bo rS ati »xrw tesrif&r his humility 
aad meekness, afoidirig,. as zisvch as possible, all con- 
tentiotf with those who opposed the Gospel, and preach*' 
in*g.it;#ven rbitheihteaAest of the people j not caosfhg 
himself to be proclaimed .withr ^oise ©r magnificence as • 
a king, but pracfeeJ&Bng »whh genelrfness as a Kvkie 
teacher ; arid so far ftom discouraging by severity those* 
in whose mind a sense of .religion was almost extin- 
guished, hes revived .by .his -dEvrne doctrine the* flame of 
devotion, as a fresh ajjriply ©fowl revives an expiring lamp. 

In this maimer- did> otirul^ord invite- e*rerx persons of 
thedis>tanir*na^iBfiiiwtM»:sqon begart ta attend his steps, 
that tfhe£ tnrgfefe fcbrarthe will of <3©Di' Our Sa~ 
v i eJUKj's.disbonr^floimernirpg the Sabbath was addressed " 
to the Pharisees, with a view t<i correct their false con- 
structions* o£teie\<fe**? fifiux* We must be cautious net 
to* in%n;fd» ity!that owf'LoRO intended to instruct 
hi? r&lknrefrs bto disregard >*hfc inStituVjOfc '% on the con- 
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traty, he observed it himself wilfal great fteft and con- 
stantly attended the public service. Neither has he any 
where given a licence to Christians to pass the 3 day in , 
the common employments of life. • Let us, therefore, 
before we presume £o violate the Sabbath, recollect; that 
it is the Lord's Dat, and notour ow.n | and let us con* 
aider, whether we are furnished with such an excuse for 
profaning it as will be acceptable in hii sight* 

SECTION XXXV. 

JESUS HAVING SPENT THE NIGHT IN PRAYBl, 
' CHOOSES HIS TWELVE APOSTLES, AND AFTER- 
WARDS PERFORMS MANY MIRACLES.. 

From Luke, Chaf. vu — Mark, iii. 

An» it came to pass in those days he went up into a 
mountain to' pray, and continued all night in prayer to * 
God. 

And when it was day, he called to his disciples, and 
of them he chose twelve, whom he named Apostles : 

. That they should be with him, and that he might send 
them forth to preach, and to have power to heal sick, 
nesses, and to cast out devils. 

And Simon he sumamed Peter. And James the Son 
of Zebedee, and John the brother of James (he sumamed 
them Boanerges, which fs, The Sons of Thunder} : 

And . Andrew, and Philip, and Bartholomew, and 
Matthew, an.d Thomas, and James the son of Aipheus, 
and Thaddeus, and Simon the Canaanite, and Judas Is. 
cariot, which also betrayed him. 

And he came down .with them, and stood in the 

plain ; and the company of his disciples, and a great 

multitude of people out s>f all Judea and Jerusalem, 

and from the sea.coast of Tire and Sidon, which came 

.6 to 
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to* hear Ufa, and to be healed of their diseases, a:id 
they that were vexed with unclean spirits: and the*y 
were healed. 

And they went into a house, and the multitude 
tame together again, "so that they could not so much as 
eat bread. 

ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS. 

Whether our Lord retired into an oratory (or house 
o£ prayer built for the accommodation of pious persons), 
or only chose a place of secret retreat, that he might 
avoid interruption, is uncertain ; neither is it material 
to be ascertained : but the piety of his behaviour de- 
mands our most serious attention. " When he had no 
infirmities to heal, no errors to correct, no vices to re- 
prove, he withdrew from the busy scenes of life to pray 
to the Father.'* 

By thus retiring from the world before all important 
undertakings, our Lord has left us an example, which 
those who follow it will certainly find productive of the 
highest benefit and satisfaction. Such intense and long- 
continued acts of devotion as are recorded of our Sa- 
vi our, are not required of us ; but as it is the noblest 
privilege of man, in his earthly state, to be thus ad. 
Kitted to a communion with the Eternal Father, we 
should embrace every opportunity that is consistent with 
our other duties of enjoying it. »" 

We read formerly, that Qar Lord had selected Peter, 
James, and John, to be his immediate companions, arid 
that he afterwards called Matthew from the receipt of 
custom ; but as he was willing that the world should 
have a sufficient number of- witnesses to his- lioly life 
and conversation, he increased the number to twelve; 
G 3 these 
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these were to.,be oqpasjojnaljy employed inbreathing the 
Gospel in daiferen* parts, and idling alJaQf* ted per. 
tons who believed their doctrine* 

The -Apostles were in .general a s#t of illiterate men, 
b»t endued wi^h sjiQicititt- understanding to judge pf 
the reality of the miracles with which their di.KM*e ; Mas- 
ter wrought, and of giving a plain account of them to 
others. Men of superior station wqu!4 most likely have 
been impatient* to seat their master on the throne of 
Israel; those, of liberal education woi^d have attempted 
to prove. his divine, mission by. learned arguments, a*jd 
would have run into .ajriou* questions concerning his 
nature, and office; but these, accustomed to the, hard- 
ships of a lowly fortune,: and unskilled in tb$ wisdom of 
,thc world, . consented ,$emidv«es with obeying his f*e- 
cepts^nd following his directions wicb-eKa^t jwftftttwlMy, 
and were jtbeje£qre tbe fifte*t far hi« ptfrpoW-. 



SECTION XXXVI. 

OUR saviour's sermon qn tub movst* 

From Matthew x Chap. v« 

Am sqeing the multitudes, be went up into j* 
mounJaijv: and when he was set, his disciples $anie 
, unto hinu tt 

And he opened his mouth, and taught them, saying* 

Blessed-axe $he poor in spirit : for theirs is the king, 
dom of heaven. ^ 

Blessed are they that mourn : for they shall be com, 
forted. 

Blessed *re tfee meek: for thejr shall iohexit the 
Wth. • : .;•: r . ; '" *i * • 

, : . ; tj f O Blessed 
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Blessed are they winch do hunger and thirst after. 
righteousness : for they shall be filled. 

Blessed' are-the merciful : for they shall obtain mercjr. 

Blessed are the pure in heart : for they shall see God. 

Blessed are trie peace-makers : for they shafl be called 
the children of God. ■ 

Blessed are they which are persecuted for righteous* 
pess sake : for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 

Blessed are ye when men -shall revile" you, and perse- 
cute you, and shall say alftnanner of evil against ydu 
falsely for my .sake. 

Rejoice, and be exceeding "glad : for great' is your re- 
ward in heaven: for .' so persecuted tftfy' the prophets 
which were Wore you. 

Ye are the sart of the tarth : but !f the salt have lo§t 
its savour,' wherewith shall it be salted? h is thence- 
forth good for nothing but to be cast out, and to "be 
trodden under foot of men. 

Ye are the light ofthe world. A city that is set dh 
a lull carmot be ; htd. 

Neither do men li^ht a candle, and put it under a 
bushel ; but on a candlestick, and itgiveth light unto 
all that are fn the house. 

Let your light so shine before men, that they may 
*see your good works, and glorify your father which? it 
in heaven. 



ANNOTATIONS ajto REFLECTIONS. 

Jbsus, seeing a great number of people collected 

together, went up into a mountain, not only because he 

could be more conveniently heard r but also, it is likely, 

on account of the old Law having been delivered On 

G 4^ mount 
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mount Sinai* and sitting down, as was the custom of 
the Jewish Rabbies when they preached, he began in a 
solemn manner that excellent discourse which is called 
Ms Sermon on the Mount. x 

From the solemn preparation he made, the multitude 
probably imagined that he was going to declare himself 
the promised King. of the Jews, and to demand the alle- 
giance of his subjects. Our Lord, to shew that the 
Kingdom of Heaven was very di&rent from the kingdom 
of this world, began with pronouncing blessings on such 
persons as are of dispositions directly opposite to those 
who seek for earthly grandeur. 

fi Our Saviour, like Moses, pronounced blessings on 
the good, 'and woes or curses on the wicked. In this 
discourse he explains morality, condemns several Jewish 

^opinions, commands some things which the law of 
Moses did not require, and forbids some things which 
Moses permitted* He shewed what was the chief good 
of men, namely, eternal happiness in the life to come, 
and peace of mind, and the advantages flowing from it 
in the present life. Though our Lord annexed eternal 
happiness to particular duties, we must understand that 
he supposes such persons will not be deficient in. the rest, 

.but sincerely -endeavour to fulfil all righteousness." 

. The Poor in Spirit are all persons who, convinced of 
the infinite grcajtness of God r and the imperfections of 
human nature, have a humble opinion of themselves, 
and are more desirous of knowing their duty, than of 
obtaining wealth, dignity and power ; who can pa- 
tiently submit to the lowest condition of life, or fill the 
highest without pride or arrogance. These are most 
ready to embrace the Gospel, and will be entitled to 
its most important blessings, both in this world and. 
the next. 
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'By thou that mourn, we are not to understand person* 
of a melancholy, fretful disposition of mind, who are 
professed enemies to innocent cheerfulness, bat such a* 
have a penitent sense of their sins, and regard whatever 
misfortunes befall them as chastisements from God, and . 
on this account submit with patience, and expect com* 
fort from his* mercy, instead of flying to gay scenes of 
dissipation, with the design of stifling the accusations of 
conscience, and banishing that sorrow which is necessary 
to amend the heart, i€ These will certainly be, com- 
forted with the discoveries* of God** forgiving lore, 
and be cheered with the reviving rays of his heavenly 
glory." 

The Meek are those of a pliant and teachable disposi- 
tion, who arc gentle under injuries and provocation j, and 
ready to submit to any calamities that God may choose- 
to inflict upon them; cautious of giving offence, and 
patient in bearing it. Such persons will readily con- 
form to the laws of their country, and pay a willing 
obedience to the governors that are set over them ; will 
be dutiful to their parents, respectful to the aged, and to 
all superiors ; condescending to persons in inferior sta- 
tions, and merciful to enemies ; in short, will study to 
live peaceably with all men* 

Would all mankind govern themselves by snch rule* 
as these, each individual would enjoy constant satisfac- 
tion; and even, according to the common course of 
things, the meek wi}l escape a multitude of evils, and 
enjoy as much tranquillity as the* world can afford* 
Their minds will possess an inward calm unknown to 
turbulent dispositions ; they will inherit the earthy will 
dwell among mankind in security and reputation* find 
friends and protectors, and enjoy their possessions* and 
G 5 th* 
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the fruits of ifteir honest industry. * Our £o*d i$. sup- 
posed to allude to an expression in the Psalms, viz. the 
meek shall -inherit the earth; and also to speak propheti- 
cally of the advantages the meek would enjoy, by with* 
drawing from Jerusalem before the 'siege, as we 'shall 
have occasldn to observe. 

To hunger dnd thirst after righteousness is to have an 
ardent desire after spiritual bfcssirrgvsince they alone 
Gan satisfy and nourish the soul' unto 'everlasting' life. 
Those' who thus hunger will undoubtedly obtain what 
they seek i for God hath repeatedly promised, that he 
nvho folloiveth after righteousness shall obtain both lift and 
honour* 

The ifierciful are those who feel compassion for- the 
miseries of others; and'trse their utmost endeavours to 
relieve them. By such a conduct men render them- 
selves pleasing to Gob, and are entitled to divine com- 
passion, as well as to forbearance arid kindness from their 
fe£ j w- creatures. ■ ' J ' 5 

The pure in heart are such asavbicT all sensual plea- 
sure, because it draws the mind' i from relrgioti ; and 
virtue.'* These are particularly 'disposed tb remve' the 
doctrines of Christianity, most capable of understanding 
what the Scriptures teach of the nature 'of'JOorr, to 3is- 
tcrn him in his works, to acknowledge him m the 
Messiah, and will be rewarded hereafter by beholding 
jrim fri heaven. " ' •.-.:•.>/... \ 

The peace-mahri -are those who' not onPjr avbicFqbar- 
?ds and disputes, but strive 4 to reconcile; therii where 
they prevail.; These, for their endeavours- to imitate 
*the benevolence of God, will be acknowledged as his 
<hildren, " • *..*.*" *'.'."' 

* See an excellent Sermon on Uus subject &y Dr. JortinV Vol. II. ■ 
also on Mate v. 5. Vol. III. 

Thai 
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That part of otrr Lord's Sermon, which ^e harfc 
fceen attempting to explain, is of general use ; for all 
.Christians should befoorix spirit, sorrctifutfor stn } meet, 
disrrous 'of rifehtrwmess, mtnifuly j>«re in hearty fyetrce'* 
makers. What follows was chiefly designed for hisim*. 
mediate disciples. Oux Lord knew that some of thosfc 
vho were now attending his discourse, wouM hire the 
•roost barbarous torments inflicted on them, on account 
•of the Gospel, If*they had not been warned before- 
iiand to expect such treatment, they might have fallen 
|nto despair, and imagined themselves excluded frorii 
JTbe kingdom of* heaven, which they had hitherto sirri 
-posed- would consist of pomps, pleasures, Victories, antt 
triumphs. By the blessing which'he pronounced on thos*e 
^ho should suffor for their" faith, out Lord encourage?! 
.them to look fo* the kingdom *©? heaven in a futtnfe 
estate, where their cruel persecutors ctfulfi not follow 
4&em, and recalled to their remembrance tfae Prophet* 
who bad been persecuted in like manner. 

It has been before observed, that k vyas ©or Lo*ftT>*s 
custom to familiarize his doctrine, by comparing spiritual 
things to present objects. U is supposed, from his call- 
ing his ^disciples the Salt qf tht JLarth^ that he. uilghji 
then behold husbandmen rn^nu/ing the land with that 
article, as the custom was. By this comparison, he in- 
structed them -to season the minds of others with such 
fceawnlj*' preeepts as would preserve tneir principles 
from "corruption; and* warned tfcetn to expect disgrace 
<md contempt, if the? neglected to execute this" part of 
ihe apostolic character. "' 4> '• 

The words, Ye are the Salt of the Earthy may beMtf- 
pHed in a' more extensive sense to good Christians in e e- 
neral, who may be sard to' purify a corrupt world. ' ' 

It is also imagined, that the mountain' where Christ 
G 6 preached 
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pfc ached commanded a view of the city of Bethusia, 
Which was situated on an eminence, and was perhaps 
icndered more conspicuous by the brightness of the sat*. 
Our JLorb perhaps "directed their eyes to it when he 
•aid, A city which is set on a hill cannot be hid, tiat his 
disciples mighty from this comparison, consider therm, 
aelves as exposed to the eyes of the world, and be partu 
cularly circumspect in their conduct* From the bright* 
ness of the sun, he might take occasion to call them the 
&gbt of the 'world; thus intimating, that they were not 
to confine their knowledge to their own breasts, but im- 
part it to all within their influence. Jt was not possible, 
indeed, for each individual to diffuse the light of the 
Gospel universally.; but they might, like candles or 
lamps, illuminate particular places, and by thus letting 
their light shine before men, excite them to praise and 
glorify Goo, who had given such a religion to the 
world. As far as circumstances will admit, all Chris* 
tians are required to shew forth the glory of God, by 
their exemplary lives apd conversation. 

SECTION XXXVII. 

CONTINUATION OF OUR SAVIOUR'S SERMON ON TUB 
* MOUNT. 

From Matthew, Chap. v. 

Think rot that I am come to destroy the law or 
the prophets ; I am not coma to destroy, but to fulfil. 

For verily I say unto you, Till heaven and earth pass, 
tme jot or one tittle shall in no wise pass from the law* 
tillaU be fulfilled. 

Whosoever therefore shall break one of these least 
commandments, and shall teach mtn so* he shall be. 
called the least in the kingdom of heaven $ but whoso. 

ever 
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ever shall do rod teach them, the same shall be. called 
great in the kingdom of heaven. 

For I say unto you, That except your righteousness 
shall exceed the righteousness of the Scribes and Phari- 
sees, ye shall in no case enter into the kingdom of 
heaven* Ye have heard that it was said by them of old 
time, Thou shalt not kill : and whosoever shall kill, 
shall be in danger of the judgment. 

But I say unto you, that whosoever is angry with his 
brother without a cause, shall be in danger of the judg- 
ment : and whosoever shall say to his brother, Raca, 
shall be in danger of the council : but whosoever shall 
say, Thou fool, shall be in danger of hell. fire. 

Therefore, if thou bring thy gift, to the altar, and 
there rememberest that thy brother hath aught against 
thee, leave there thy gift before the altar, and go thy 
way t Ant be reconciled to thy brother, and then come 
and offer thy gift. 

. Agree with thine adversary quickly, whilst thou are 
in the way with him : lest at any time the adversary 
deliver thee to the judge, and the judge deliver thee to 
the officer, and thou be cast into prison. 
- Verily I say unto thee, Thou shalt by no means come 
.out thence, till thou hast paid the uttermost farthing. 

Ye have heard that it was said by them of old time* 
Thou shalt not commit adultery. 
' But I say unto you, That whosoever looketh on a 
woman to lust after her, hath committed adultery with 
her already in his heart. 

And if thy .right eye offend thee, pluck it out, and 
cast it from thee: for it is profitable for thee that one 
srf thy members should perish, and not that thy whole 
body should be cast into hell. 

And if thy. right hand oflfend thee* cut jit off, and cast 

it 
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it from thee ;'forit is profitable for thee that one of thy 
members should perish, and not that thy whole bodljr 
chould be cast into *p!l. . 

It hath been said, Whosoever shall put away his wife^ 
let him give her a writing of divorcement. * 

But I say unto you, That whosoever shall pat awmy 
his wife, saving for the cause of fornication, cauieth her 
to commit adultery : and whosoever shall marry her tfea* 
is diverted, committeth adultery. 

- . Again, ye have heard that it hath been' said by them 
of old time, Thou shalt *iot forswear thyself but *ha&z 
perform' «nto the Lord thine oaths. 

But I say unto you, Swear not at all: neither by 
^heaven, for it is God's throoe 5 

Nor by. the earth, for it is his footstool ; neither by- 
Jerusalem, for it is the c-ky of the g*eat King; -•- 
*' Neither shalt" fhon swear by thy heady becaasa tfrcfe 
canst not make one hair white or black : \ ' ':•> l , 
'' ~But let your, communication' be, Yfca,* yeas i&ay, 
nay: for whatsoever is more than these, tometh ©rVvif. 
* Ye hare heard that it hath heen said, in' eye for an 
eye, and a tooth for a tooth, *i - /.i 

' But I say unto you, that ye resist not eviH: b&t who- 
saejter shall smite thee on thy right cheek,* tttrn to Mm 
«tfce ! other also. - - 

And if any man wiH sue thee at the law, and take 
away thy coat, let him have *thy cloak also, 
- ! Anil Whosoever shall 1 compel thee to go a mile, go - 
With him twain. r ^..1 

-Give 5 to him lhat asketh thee; and from ^him that 
would boirrov^ of thee, turn not thou away. '* » 

*• Ye have* heard that it hath been said, Thou shah lovfe 
thy neighbour, and hate thine enemy. H . v -* 
5 I&t 1 say onto yovt, Love your enemies, bteie them 
*- that 



j by Google 



( 13* > 

that earse you, do good to theim that hate- y«wir> soft 
pray for them whkh despitefufty use you, and peweeut£ 
you* , 

Thut ye may be the children of your Father which ft 
in heaven : for he triafceth his *un to rise on the evil and 
On the good, and sendeth rairi on the just and on the 
unjust. 

For if ye love them which love you, what reward 
have ye? do not even the Publicans the same? 
' And if ye salute your brethren only, what do you 
•more than others ? do not even the'Fublicans so ? 

Be ye therefore perfect* even as your Father which fe » 
in heaven is perfect. ' • 

ANNOTATIONS a«d REFLECTIONS; ...,' 
As our Lord was professedly propagating a new ret 
1igk>n, his* hearers might have supposed, that 'ho meat* 
entirely, to overturn that which had been taught by Mot 
*es and the Prophets ; he, knowing their thoughts, -e-bvfc. 
ated this suspicion, by declaring- that he came expfcsedy 
to fulfil it. The ceremtiiwl part of flie La w* consisted of 
type* and repfeseiitartQm of^h&t'-the MEsa*'AH*wa«'wd6 
and suffer, and weuld of- coat se* cease, #hen they* were 
realiteVl ; and the won?/ part, or rules of duty to God and 
Matty our Saviour came with Divine authority to ex* 
plain, enforce, and improve. Since the mofral Law was 
of Divfne original, he required it to be preserved entire^ 
even to the end of the world; and* threatened those who 
^wilfully rejected, -or' taugh* others to- reject the least part 
•of it, with being excluded from the Mr/gdom of^ heaven 
{for this is the atoning ef being called "least in the 
kingdom of heaven.? ') 'Many corruptions had been in- 
trftdoced by the Scribes and Pharisees, which our &A2- 
viou* condemned 5 he' thin ftcfeeodtd to explain' ftoitfe 
•f the moral precepts of tbe Law, by which he showed 
1 the 
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the limited sense th$ir teachers confined them to, and 
proved that they might be greatly extended*. 

The construction hitherto given to the sixth com. 
raandment by the Jewish teachers was only to prevent 
the crime of actual murder ; but our Loid had autho- 
rity to improve this precept, by enjoining an entire sup- 
pression of hatred, malice, and contempt, towards. their 
brethren or fellow-creatures ; since these might end in 
death, or would at least wound the mind, and perhaps 
destroy reputation, which to the unhappy object of 
them might be even dearer than life: therefore, such 
offences were of the same nature as murder* 

Our Loxd declared, that as there are different de- 
grees of guilt, there will be proportionable punish, 
rnents : and commanded ail his followers to be as cau- 
tious of prejudicing the reputation and sensibility of 
others, as of taking away their lives. The Lany given 
by Moses " Thou shah not kill," was certainly a good 
and a necessary law; but with our Saviour's improve? 
ment, its value was increased to society* 

The ward Kaca signifies empty tuortbleu fellow ; the 
word #W» in scripture language, signifies %<wfcked ferson* 

To be in danger of the judgment* according to the 
constitution of the Jewish state, was to be subject to the 
sentence of the lesser Sanhedrim. 

By the Council was meant the great Sanhedrim, By 
full-fin th^y understood the fire of the valley of Hin* 
,nom. or Tcphet. This was a dreadful place, which had 
formerly been the scene of such detestable sacrifices, in 
.which children were burnt alive tp Moloch, It was 
afterward; defiled by Josiafe king of Judah, and made « 
receptacle for the filth of the city ; and it h p*pba£le 
*h*t criminals* who weie condemned to be bujrat, might 
»ftr their punishment op thit spot, 

..:...*■•'■.' Oj* 
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Our Lord, according to his usual custom of compar- 
ing spiritual things with subjects familiar to his hearers, 
represented the displeasure of Goo for unjust anger, by 
the judgment; the Divine resentment due to those who 
treated their fellow-creatures wi.th opprobrious anger, 
to the Council; and the future punishment of such as 
with barbarous inhumanity destroy the reputation of 
others, to Hirmom ; dying without being reconciled to 
the injured party, he compared to being cast into prison : 
and assured the guilty, that if they did not r«T>ent of 
their fault, and repair the mischief they had done whilst 
they continued in this world, their imprisonment in the 
place of torment, to which they would be consigned, 
should be everlasting ; for no one can pay the debt of sin* 
• After our Saviour had exemplified in what manner 
the sixth commandment should be observed, he pro- 
ceeded to shew that the practice of the seventh also 
might be widely extended. 

The third commandment had been greatly corrupted 
by the Scribes and Pharisees, who allowed the use of 
oaths on trifling occasions ; but our Saviour taught his 
disciples* that by taking the name of the Lord in *vain^ 
much more was implied than absolute perjury 5 for he 
who swears by any creature, does in fact appeal to God, 
s|nce He alone sees what passes in the heart ; and all 
creatures are the work of his hand, and depend on him 
for their very existence. It is therefore very sinful and 
foolish to use oaths in common conversation, since, if per. 
sons conduct themselves so as to obtain the reputation 
of honour and integrity, a simple negative and affirmative 
will be sufficient to gain them credit ; while the practice 
of common swearing lessens the solemnity of an oath, 
,and by abating the reverence due to the name of 
Gor>, may lead men to commit J>erjury, r and will cer- 
tainly 
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<ui$\y invalidate in a great measure 'their mask solemn 
frotestatiorrs. w. ; . 

Amongst the statutes in the Bodk of Deuteronomy, 
was that to which* our Lord referred, jfo *y*f*r mi *?*> 
*nd a tooth f ot a tooth* This was originally intended *b 
direct judges in respect to inflicting punishments and 
penalties for violence and barbarity ; but, ' according to 
>the interpretation of the Scribes and Pharisees, it waits 
tinderstotid as encouraging a rigorous, severe revenge Of 
every injury a man might receive; %o restrain his disv 
triples from stroh quick resentment, our Saviour, added 
a command, that they should patiently submit to trifling 
affronts when the danger was not great, rather than in. 
idulge a litigious disposition. ,-...; 

" The phrase Turn to bi% the other alio; was proverbial, 
to express a mee% submission to injuries and affronts, <nH 
^tot to %te taken 'literally, .as our Lord's example will 
shew. 

What our Lord said in respect to being eomfelUito g* 
a mile, alluded to a custom which prevailed, of pressing 
t>r obliging persons to, go <6ri public services. Among 
«the jews the disciples of their' wise men were 'exempted 
-from these services ; but our Saviour advises his di»* 
«iples not to insist on the exemption. 

Having directed his followers how to bear injuries, 
our Lord proceeded to exhort them to confer benefits. 

When the Jews were separated to be the peculiar 
people of Gob, they received a command to destroy the 
idolatrous nations, and were strictly forbidden . to shew 
then* either pity or kindness* They had also a positive 
injunction to love their neighbour; but from- several 
•passages in the Old Testament it appears, that these pre- 
cepts were not designed to make them uncharitable to 
•the world in general, or inveterate to those who per- 
• - sonally 
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sonaljy injured them, but only to keep up a holy indig- 
nation against sech as openly affronted the majesty of 
God 5 for they were expressly enjoined not to hate 
their brother in their heart, not to avenge or bear any 
grudge, but to love their neighbour as themselves. If 
they met their enemy's beast going astray, they were 
to bring him back, &£• Notwithstanding these, and 
other precept* to the sum effect, the jews were taugit 
by their traditions to love fhtir neighbours, <aod hate 
iheir enemies, without exception. Our Lotto explained 
the Law of Mom necoxdmg to its original intention, 
and improved it by instructing them to imitate the 
benevolence of the Supreme Being, by extending their 
cforUy and goodvwill to all mankind, enemies at well 
£fi friends* t 

Under tlhe Mc*ttc.<&peftaflftkft,the Jem were tauglt 
to consider God as their heayeejy Kiu%, jealous to 
matnfaifl his honodr, add d>siiwjr those who set up idols 
ih competition with him ; but tear Sayiovr usually rd- 
fre*e«$<«l Goo to his feflowers* under i$s? endearing 
character of •" their Hiavwhly Fatm eiu" Such he is 
to all Christians, for Christ's sake; those who ate 
.children of the same Heaveji*.y Fa the* ought surely 
.to fovea* brethren. To be perfect even as God is perfect, 
signifies to imitate the pesfectiori* of God as much as 
possible. - - 

Note, Though I have for obvious reasons sTightly passed over i.r 
my Armofat'mxibnt part of our Lord's discourse which relates to 
adultery and divorces, I cannot be totally siic»c on a aubpet which 
require* sycb pftruc^lar attentioe m an age like this* when tkc fre* 
quency of divorces disgraces the nation. 

It is certainly an indispensable duty in all who have the car* of 
youth of either sex, to make them fully acquainted with the solem* 
•rilty-of thie marriage- vow, and the sinfulness and unhappy effects of 
a violation of it* 

SECTION 
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- SECTION XXXVIII. 

CONTINUATION OF OUR SAVIOUR'S SERMON ON THE 
MOUNT. 

From Matthew, Chap. vi. 

* Take heed that ye do not your alms before men, to 
be seen of them : otherwise ye have no reward of your 
Father which is in heaven. 

Therefore, when thou doest thine alms, do not sound 
a trumpet before thee, as the hypocrites do, in the syna- 
gogues, and in the streets, that they may have glory of 
men. Verily I say onto you, They have their reward. 

fiat when thou doest alms* let not thy left hand 
know what thy right hand doeth: that thine alms may 
be in secret : and thy Father which seeth in secret, him. 
self shall reward thee openly; 

And when thou prayest, thou shalt not be as the 
hypocrites are : for. they love to- pray standing in the 
synagogues, ancf in the corners of the streets, that the^ 
may be seen of men. Verily I say unto you, they have 
their reward. 

But thou, when thou prayest, enter into thy closet, 
and when thou bast shut the door, pray to thy Father* 
which is in secret; and thy Father which seeth in secret 
shall reward thee openly. 

But when ye pray, use not vain repetitions, as the 
heathen do : for they think that they shall be heard for 
their much speaking. , . * 

Be not ye therefore like unto them: for your Father 
knoweth what things ye have need of, before ye ask 
him. 

After 'this manner therefore pray ye: Our Father 
which art in heaven, Hallowed be thy name. 

vThy 
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Thy kingdom come* Thy will be done in earth as 
it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. 
. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil : For thine is the kingdom x and the pewer, and the 
glory, for ever. Amen. 

For if ye forgive men their trespasses, your heavenly 
Father will also- forgive you. 

But if ye forgive not men their trespasses, neither will 
your Tather forgive your trespasses. 

ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS. 
In respect to sounding a trumpet, &c. our Saviour 
alluded to many customs of the Pharisees. The general 
instruction contained in this part of his exhortation is so . 
evident, that it needs but little comment; for we may 
readily perceive, it was intended to caution his followers 
against ostentation and vain.glory in their religious ex* 
^ercises. 

Some learned authors are of opinion, that the word 
righteousness in the ^beginning of this section, should be 
substituted for alms: and that instead of translating, 
they have their reward, it should have been, they hinder 
their reward. Others adhere to the present translation, • 
and explain it to mean, that hypocrites are to expect ,. 
no farther reward than that they seek, the applauses of 
men. 

It was customary for-* the heathen to use,, in their in. 
vocations of false deities, repetitions, as in the instance , 
of Baal's worshippers, who contested with Elijah : these 
called upon the idol from morning till night, O Baal, 
hear us ! O Baal, hear us ! and the Jews were running 
into the same, fault. To preserve his disciples from this*, 
and. to afford them a perfect pattern of devotion, our ' 

Saviou* 
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SAvibtr* taught them tftat excellent prayer which Is 
called the Lord's Prayer, which is at once so concise 
and comprehensive, as to include all that Christians need 
to pray for. 

• Under the word Prayer * is' comprehended all de- 
votion or worship addressed to God, consisting of praise* 
for his glorious perfections, and thanksgivings for the 
numbtrrfess benefits he confers on us; acknowledgment, 
of entire dependence on his goodness y professions of bur " 
faith in him, and resolution of serving him ; confession 
of sins; supplication *for mercy ;' petition for alt things " 
needful ; intercession for. the. happiness of others. #<The 
Lord's Prayer, though very short, is admirably cal- 
culated ro answer ail these purposes.* 

The words OtTR Father imply, that we should con- 
sider all men, especially all good Christians, as God's 
children arid oti r brethren; and on this account bear 
thertr good will and Charitable affection. 

* The appellation of* Farther ought to remind us of our 
relation to God as par creator, preserver,, and constant 
benefactor ; who provides for all s our necessities, with ' 
tenderness exceeding that of the kindest parent, and 
who is consequently entitled to every return" of duty, 
love, and gratitude: It likewise encourages us to hope 
for His favour; and irttimates, that we should strive to 
obtain it, by living as becomes the children of God, 

'G6-D is every where present, but doth not display his 
glory equally in all places. The Scriptures- frequently 
mention a peculiar residence, where He is more imme- 
diately attended by the angels, which place is called 
Hea<vetr. By praying' to God as in heaven \ our hearts 
arc rawed' abov« eaf th'ly objects to desire heavenly joys. 

* SficDr. Barcctw ©n the Lord's Prayer,* fron* ^fetiW** 1 'have e*- 
tr^tted tkejjriacifcai part ef the comments os the: H.orA'S.i'xajwr; 

Our 
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- Our thoughts being, prop* r|y elevated, we proceed to- 
pray, that God's nam* may' be hallowed or sanctified. By 
God's nam*, we aie to understand all that immediately 
relates to him* To hallow or sanctify Hi* name, is to 
acknowledge that He is worthy of all possible adora* ' 
tion* . The glory of God ought ta be the first object of. 
our devotions ; .we shook! render tbd -honour due unto 
His. naane* before we presume to. ask any thing for our* 
selves* By pray ipg, that Gon's Name ma} he hallowed,. 
we not only perform our own duty, but express our de- 
sice, that all minds -may . entertain proper sentiments of 
the Supreme Being, alltongocs celebrate his- praises, : 
and all creatures worship and obey him with truth and; 
sincerity, zeal -and fervency : but we in-* more -especial) 
nanner pray "for ouiseJwe%.that we, by religidus convert 
sation, may bring honour to His holy name. By the 
Kingdom of Heaven we are to understand the Gospel, 
dispensation, which, the immediate disciples .of Ch-r tst 
had particular feasor* ok pray might coat, and be settled j 
upon earth: and .though Christianity is now so firmly? 
established* that- rfo human power can over tarn it, yet 
it is not so universally received, but that we may con- 
tinue to- pray, that it may come to those who live in ig- 
norance of it; neither has it such entire influence on 
tbe lraes of those who call thflmselues Christians, but 
that there* is room, to pray it may come to many who 
slight and reject it- This petition is calculated to ex- 
press what'OBght *o be the wish of every, one who pro- 
fesses to believe in Christ, that His holy religion* may 
prosper.and. flourish in the world to the utmfcst extent, 
anil .thakit may partiiiulariy rule in our .own hearts, to 
the exclusion of all wicked desires. • 

^p^ayipgj that Goo's will may .he dwee en eattbat it 
".wiftasww, -we profess *>ur appiobatiaii of alblGoD's 
towseb, and gih dieerfhl submission and consent to his 

good 
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good pleasures renouncing oar own designs, as far as 
they- are inconsistent with the determination of God's 
wisdom. We also pray j- that all the gracious designs of 
God may be accomplished on earth without opposition, 
and that every where an humble, hearty, and full obe- 
dience may be rendered to his commands. We' like. 
wise pray, that God will grant us grace to perform 
what he requires, to bear whatever he lays upon us, ac- 
knowledging his wisdom and goodness in all his dis- 
pensations. 

By daily bread is meant, whatever is necessary to sus- 
tain our lives from day to day. ^After having, paid the 
proper tribute of praise to our him<vettly Father, our 
Lord directs us to request good things for ourselves, by 
doing which we imply the sense we have of our entire 
dependence upon Goo's care and bounty, disclaiming 
all confidence in our own abilities, worldly possessions, 
and earthly- friends, since these are ours no longer than 
it shall please God to continue them. We are taught 
to ask for them from day to day*> to keep a .constant re- 
membrance of our reliance on Divine Providence, and to 
restrain all covetous desires of amassing jsuch stores of 
wealth, as shall endanger our thinking ourselves secure 
from future want without the care of God. 

By asking only for bread, we are instructed to re^ • 
strain our appetites within proper bounds, and to be con. 
tented with the coarsest diet, and meanest apparel, if our 
condition in life requires it, and if we cannot in an 
honest way obtain any better. We have no right to 
claim from God's goodness, any more than is necessary 
to support life ; but we may thankfully enjoy more, if 
it is His pleasure to give it us. 

The best of men daily commit many sins, and. omit 
many ddties ; it is therefore necessary to aeek for re- 
conciliation and forgiveness. For this purpose, our 
, Lord 
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Lord teaches us humbly to confess the sense we have of 
our guilt, and our need of God's mercy, and to express 
our readiness to forgive those offences which others have 
committed against us. 

By temptation, is here meant dangerous occasion to 

sin, which may arise from our own corrupt inclinations, 

the delusions of the devil, or the allurements of the world ; 

and by praying that God will not lead us into tempta- 

' tiorty we implore his grace to guide and direct our minds 

* at all times, that we may be delivered from those evils, 
which , if left to ourselves, we should fall into. We 
may likewise pray to be delivered, when it shall please 

• God, from those afflictions which his wisdom sees nVto 
Send, either for our chastisement, or the trial of our faith 
and other virtues ; though these are not properly evils, 
being intended for our eternal welfare. 

The Lord's Prayer concludes with a Doxology, 
or form of giving glory to God ; in which we acknow- 
ledge, that He has supreme authority over all things; 

: that the kingdom of the Messiah proceeds from Him; 

' and that the power and glory of it must continue to be 
ascribed to Him for ever and ever. 

The word Amen signifies so be it; by which we ex* 
press our earnest desire, that God may be glorified, and 
our own petitions accepted. 

After our Lord had concluded this prayer, He 
strongly recommended to his disciples universal charity 
and good-will towards others.' Let us remember, then, 
that it will be to no purpose to repeat this, or any other 
form *f words, unless we banish from our minds hatred 
and revenge, and every unchristian sentiment. 
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SECTION XXXIX. 

CONTINUATION OF OU1 L0*D*S SERMON ON THE 
MOUNT. 

From Matthew, Chap* vi. 

, ^ Moreover, when ye fast, be not as the hypocrites, 
* of a sad countenance ; for they disfigure " their faces, 
' that they may .appear unto men to ifast. Verily, I say 
' unto you, they have their reward. 

JBut, thou, when thou fastest, anoint thine head ; and 
wash thy face: that thou appear not unto men to fast, 
but unto thy Father, which is in secret : and thy Father 
which seeth in secret, shall reward thee openly. 

' Lay not up for yourselves treasures upon earth, where 
moth and rust doth corrupt, and where thieves break 
' through and steal, 

feu t lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where 
neither moth nor rust doth corrupt, and where thieves 
do not break through and steal. For where your trea- 
sure is, there will your heart be also. 

7*he light of the body is the eye ; if therefore thine 
~ eye be single, thy whole body fhall be full of light. . 
But if thine eye be evil, thy whole body shall be full 
of darkness. If therefore the light that is in thee be 
darkness, how great is that darkness ! 

No man can serve two masters : for either he will 
hate the one, and love the other ; or else, he wilj hold 
to the one, and! despise the other. Ye cannot serve God 
and Mammon. 

Therefore I say unto you, Take no thought for your 
life, what ye shall eat^ or what ye shall drink ; nor yet 
for your body, what ye shall put on ; Is not the life 
more than meat, and the body than raiment I 

" behold 
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• frshold the -fowlirofthe air ; for they sow rot, nci. 
*-*thsr- do 7 - they teap, nor gather -into bams; yet your 
-heavenly Father 4etdeth them. tAxv nbft-ye much i>euer 
-.than they*? 

Which o£you, by- taking thought, casuadoVotie cubit 
unto his stature ? 

And why take ye thought fpt raiment? Consider the j 
1 lilies of the fieldhow they grow ; they tpil not, neither 
- 4& they spin. 

And yet I wy. unto you,- that even* Solomon, in, all 
his glory, was not arrayed like one of these. 

Wherefore, if God so clothe, the grass of the\ field 
v which to-day is, and to-morrow is cast into the- oven* 
> shall he not ranch more clothe you * O ye of little faith? 

Therefore take no thought* saying, What shall we 

* eat ? or* what shall we drink ? or* wherewithal shall we 

* be clothed ? 

(For after till these things do the Gentiles seek)* for 
yonr heavenly Father knoweth that ye have no need of 
<all these things. 

Bu t seek ye first 'the kingdom of G on and his righte- 
' outness }. and fell these things'shall he added unto you. 
. Take therefore no thought for the morrow : for tte 
tnorrow shall take thoeght for the things of itself: suffi- 
■ oient unto the day is the evil thereof. 

ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS. 

It. was oostomary for the Jews, not, only- to observe 

days of public national humiliation* but to keep private 

1 fasts. These our Lord approved of, as excellent means 

* to promote piety ; but he cautioned them against osten- 
tation in this duty, as Well as in that of prayer; advis- 
ing them not to make any ahcratkman their outward 

H a appearance 
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* appearance at such time,, since it w*» sufficient if they 
-humbled their soulskefoie Goo. WhaJ, Iaaiah«paketo 
. the Jews by Divine inspiration, will be the best coin, 
raent on this part of our Lord's discourse; and it may 
-'.be applied both to private and national fasts* 

' It such then the fast 'which I shone f that a man should 
: afflict his soul fir a dajf Is it. that he .should hvw down 
his head like a bulrush; and spread sackcloth and ashes 
'for his couch f Shall this be called a fatty and a day ac- 
ceptable to Jehovah ? 

Is not this then the fast which I choose? To dissolve the 
x hands of wickedness ;. to loosen the* oppressive burdens; to 
deliver those that are crushed by violence; and that je 
shall break asunder every yoke ? 

Is it not to distribute, thy bread to the hungry ; and to 
bring the wandering poor into thy house ? When thou seest 
• the naked, that thou clothe him; and that thou hide not thy* 
self from thine own flesh ¥ 

Then shall thy light break forth as the morning, and thy 
m wounds shall speedily be healed over : and thy righteous- 
ness shall go up before thee; and the glory #/*Jehovah 
... shall bring upjhy rear. 

Then shah thou call, and r J eh ovjlh shall answer; thou 
shalt cry, and he shall say, Lo, I urn here / If thou remove 
from the midst of thee the yoke; the pointing of the finger 
and the injurious speech* 

If thou bring forth thy bread to the hungry, and satisfy 
the afflicted soul; then shall thy light rise in obscurity, and 
thy darkness be as the noon-day. 

And Jehovah shall lead thee continually, and satisfy 
. thy soul in the severest drought ; and he shall renew thy 
. strength ; and thou shalt be like a well-watered garden, 
and like a flowing spring. 

Having 
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Havingfnsftucted his disdples how tG pray VhAfaii* 
in a manrer acceptable to God, our Lord proceeds to 
exhort them against covetousness, for which the Phari- 
sees were notorious ; and to teach them to place their 
confidence in Divine Providence, instead of worldly" 
treasures. 

Every article in which riches consist is liable to de- 
struction and loss : the finest garments are subject to in- 
jury ; fruit and grain of all kinds are in danger of being 
spoiled by various accidents; gold, silver, and jewels,' 
are temptations to robbers, who may in one night de- 
prive the possessor of what he has spent years in accu- 
mulating. But the love and favour of God, everlasting 
life, and uninterrupted happiness, the treasures of heaven, 
ixt out of the reach of every casualty : no one can rob 
a man of these, neither will they wax old and decay. 
It is therefore highly essential that every christian should 
form a right judgment in respect to the superior value 
of heavenly treasures, lest he become subject to the erw 
ticing allurements of earthly riches. 

A man intent merely on worldly gain, is in a state of 
deplorable darkness; the light of religion is extinct,' 
which would illuminate his mind, and enable him td 
distinguish real from imaginary good ; and teach him, 
that liberality is productive of more substantial blessings 
than covetousness can possibly obtain. But he who ha* 
learnt from the Gospel to make a proper use of GeD's 
bounty to him, has a sure rule to go by, and may be 
said to be full of light. The numerous schemes and 
projects which are requisite to obtain a plentiful for* 
tune, by human wisdom, have a natural tendency to 
alienate the affections from God. A man engaged in 
the immoderate pursuit of wealth, is, in fact, an idola- 
ter; therefore our Savio*& speaks of ticket as one of 
H 3 those 
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those imaginary- deities which' the heathen worshipped, 
to whose service the covetous are der otooVinstcadof thati 
of their Creator. ; and exhorts bit followers to throw 
aside ail anxious cares in respect to what they shall get 
to wear when their present' clothe* arc worn out, and 
what they shall have to eat when their present stock o£ 
food is exhausted; and to rely oh the goodness of their 
bearvenlj Father, who, having given them life, is cer- 
tainly able to bestow whatever is necessary for its pre- 
servation. 

If the animals, and even the mammal oxeauon* which, 
are neither capable of sowing or reaping, or laying op a* 
stock of food* and raiment, ate elothedand sustained hfr 
God's Providence, sorely his chMfen* who are muohr 
more valuable in his- sight, and* betterlu«MshedwithktJic> 
means of providing tor themselves) have no cause at an)* 
time to suspect his Want of care. No. ode can kiorefcfjf 
the period of his life r but, giving way no anxiety* wiifc 
rather k.pair the constitudott, and bring: Ofrgjey hats* 
and premature death. 

Onr Lord's allusion to the bir& of the si*, and tjm. 
lilies ef tht field, are very beautiful,, and teach tt* to dt~ 
live instruction from the objects that suit round ut» . Whefe 
we behold the feathered race flying with constant gaiety, 
from place to place, and hear them chant forth their 
jnefodkras songs from tree to tree, let us remember tet 
place Our confidence in the same beneficent Being who* 
provides for the.i necessities; and imitate, at far as is 
consistent with our condition, their cheerfulness. When 
we admire fhe beauty of the flowers, which no human: 
art can equal, let us sernemhef, that they ate thus adorned 
by But Ck bator, whoknoweth that, from the consti- 
tution of our bodies/ we have jieed of clothing, and wfea 
will certainly /nrnish us wkfc die, means of procuring iu 

Let 
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Let us then lay aside anxious cares for future provision, 
and resolve to discharge every religious and moral duty, , 
which is pleasing in the sight of God ; not doubting but 
that, if, it be our lot to toil and spin, he will bless our 
industry ; or whether to so<w and reafoht will give an 
increase. Let us be liberal to our fellow-creatures in 
proportion to our circumstances ; then we may depend on 
the promises of God declared by his beloveJ'So n , that 
he will bestow on us all things needfuj in this present' 
world, and inestimable treasures in the world to come* 

fcONCLVSlOK OF OUR SAVIOVK'S iBftlfOK C>» *»*- 

MOUNT* 

Prom Matthew y Chap. vii. 

^o q 4 ? «"'. %fh y % ¥ *•& JU fe ed i. 

For with what judgment ye judge, ye shall be xnigedi 

ana with what measure ye mete, it shall be measured to 

yon again, . , ^ 

And why beholdest thou the mote that is in thy bro- 
. m<> r.ffi il :t. '• i * : f { , «::. */' : ,. ;„/ < 
ther's eye, but considerest not the beam that is in thine 

own eye. 

Or now wilt thou say to thy brother, Let me pull 
out the mote out of thine eye : and behold, a beam is in 
thine own eye ? 

Thou hypocrite, first cast out' the beam out of thine 
own eye ; and then shall thou see clearly tp cast out th* 
mote out of thy brother's eye. 

Give not that which is holy unto the dogs, neither 
cast ye your pearls before swine, least they trample them 
under their feet, and turn again and rent you. 

Ask, 1 and it shall be given you : seek, and ye shall 
find ; knock, and it shall be opened unto you, 
? ' * u ' H4 ' % " For 
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For every one that asketti, receiveth ; and he that" 
seeketh, findeth ; and to him that knocketh, it shall be ' 
opened. " 

Or what man is there among you, whom, if his son 
ask bread, will he give him a stone ? 

Or if he ask a fish, will he give him a serpent ? 

If ye then, being evil, kpow how to give good gift* 
unto your children, how much more shall your Father 
which is in heaven, give good things to them that 
ask him ? 

Therefore all things whatsoever ye would that men 
should do to you, do ye even so to them : for this is the 
law and the prophets. 

Enter ye in at the strait gajc ; for wide is the gate, 
and broad is the way that leadeth to destruction, and 
many there be which go in thereat : 

Bepaqse. sjrait is the gate, and narrow is the way 
which leadeth unto life, and few there be that find it. 

Beware of false prophets, which come to you in sheep's, 
clothing, but inwardly they are ravening wolves. 

Ye shall know them by their fruits : Do men gather 
grapes of thorns, or figs of thistles ? 

Even so every good tree bringeth forth £Ood fruit; 
But a corrupt tree bringeth forth evil fruit. 

A good tree cannot bring forth evil fruit, neither can 
a corrupt tree bring good fruit. 

Every tree that bringeth not forth good fruit, is hewn 
down, and cast into the fire. ' 

Wherefore by their fruits ye shall know them. 

Not every one that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, 
shall enter into the kingdom of heaven : but he that 
doth the will of my Father which is in heaven. 

Many will say unto me in that day, Lord, Lord, 
have we not prophesied in thy name ? and in thy name 4 

have 
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haih cast but devils ? and in thy name done many woo] . 
derTul works ? 

And then will I profess unto thee, I" never knew yoo :. 
.depart from me, ye that work iniquity. 

Therefore, whosoever heareth these sayings of mine, 
and doetH: them,' Iwill' liken Sim unto a, wise man 
which built his house upon a rock. 

And the rain descended, and the floods came, and 
the winds blew', and beat upon that house : and it fell 
not, for it was founded upon a rock. 
" And every one that heareth these sayings of mine, 
and doeeh them not, shall be likened unto a foolish man 
which built his house upon the sand : . 

And the rain descended, and the floods came, and the 
winds blew, and beat upon that house : and it fell, and 
great was the fall of it. 

And it came to pass when Jesus had ended these say* 
ings, the people were astonished at his doctrines ; 
* For he taught them as one having authority, and not 
as the scribes. 

ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS. 

The Scribes and Pharisees were remarkably censo- 
rious ; they valued themselves on the strictness of their 
lives, and placed a great part of their religion in con- 
demning others. Our S a v 1 o u r, to preserve his followers 
from this fault, cautioned them not to pass, unnecessary or 
uncharitable censures, but to examine their own hearts, 
and root out from thence all evil, before they presumed 
to be severe on their brethren and neighbours. 

The word here rendered mote, is by some supposed to 

mean a splinter; others understand, it of a small seed ; 

and some imagine, that the words mote and beam signify 

different distempers in the eye ; but whatever is. the 

H 5 right 
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right iaterpretatiofii we cannot well (Misapply th* sopite, ' 
which dearly teaches, " that it would be is absurd for 
a bad iflaft to set up for a reprover of ©then, as for one 
almost blind himself to pretend to perform operations on 
other men's eyes.*' 

Our Lord iarther reminded hit disciples, that how 
ever ' unexceptionable thei* own characters might be, 
there was still caution to be used in the reprehension of 
dthers ; that as they wouM not east pearls before swine; 
neither should they enter into religious arguments wkh 
sfccVprdfane wretches as they knew would deride every 
sacred subject, and treat tne name of Gob and hit koHy 
ordinances with contempt, and in all probability endea- 
- Vour to injure them for their intended kindness. But, 
that they might have wisdom and fortitude to direct 
them in all difficulties, He encouraged them to *eek 
Divine assistance bf fervent praye*, and not xo despair 
if they did not immediately obtain their jpemioos* 
Bdt to repeat them; not doubling, bat that if their 
prayers were agreeable to the revealed will of Gtm, 
they would at length certainly be granted; though 
the Supreme Bbing, to ihake trial of their "faith 
and patience, might delay nis blessing. For God is! as 
r*eady to grant good things to those who need them, as 
the tenderest father' is to supply the wants «f <a beloved, 
son ; but He requires that they should be sought with 
fervent and repeated prayer, not with vtfin repetitions of 
any form of words, but an earnest lifting up^of theheapt 
to Htm. 

If then God is so ready- to satisfy our temporal and 
spiritual wants, we ought to do every thing in -our 
power to promote the happiness of our feHow-cfeatuijes ; 
and in order to do so, we should on all occasions treat 
them as we should wish to be'treated^oiittclve* 4»'*4heit- 
i • ciwum,* 
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circumstances* Whatever je would flat' men shmfddo 
unto you, do ye even to unto them, is called the golden 
rule, and it ought to be deeply impressed on the mind oV 
every Christian ; for it is of general use, being calculated 
to restrain inordinate self-love, and promote universal 
charity and good- will. This short maxim is a sum! 
mary of all the moral precepts contained in the Law and 
the Prophets. ; * * ' y 

To enter in at the strait gate, signifies to enter upon, 
a Christian life : those w ho do so are certainly under 
many restraints in comparison of those who give way 
^to the indulgence of a sensual life; but Christianity 
restrains its followers from no one thing which is really 
good for them, and its paths, fhough strait and narrow,, 
lead to everlasting lift ; while the broad path, which 
is so full of allurements, ieads us certainly to everlast- 
ing destruction. 

It is melancholy to reflect, that of the numbers to> 
whom Christianity has been revealed,, so few embrace 
k with sincerity: but since G6d has made known the 
conditions on which he will grant us eternal happiness^, 
and has promised to give us strength to perforin them,. 
those who decline hi6 grace must take the consequence's, 
of their deplorable inattention and obstinacy. 

Our Saviour, knowing that many false teacneri- 
would arise, who,, pretending to divine inspiration, 
would endeavour to dbstruct the progress of the Gospel,', 
cautioned nis hearers against their delusions ;. and gavV 
them a rule to distinguish them, which was, to compare 
their words with their actions j_ and. to consider, whether 
their doctrine had a real tendency to promote piety to* 
**od^ and humility, charity,. and other Christian graces* 
If, on the contrary, it only served, to give them a higRi 
opinion of their Own righteousness, taught them to del 
H d; spisd 

9 ' * - * * * 

Digitized by LiOOQ LC 



* ( 156 ) 

spise others, or led them into doubtful disputations^ 
they might assure themselves it was corrupt and dis- 
pleasing to God, who would certainly bring it to 
nought; and that a mere outward profession, even of 
the true faith, would not conduct his disciples to hea~ 
▼en, unless they lived in conformity to it : for to call 
Christ, Lord, and at the same time to disobey hi* 
Jaws, is a mockery of him, and will- justly provoke him 
to reject such false pretenders at that great day, wheq 
all men must appear at his judgment- seat* and hypoJ 
crites of all kinds will be consigned to punishment* 
What our Lord said concerning prophesying and cast, 
ing out devils, related to the miraculous gifts of the 
Holt Spirit, of which we shall read in the following 
part of this history, 

" In the parable with which our Lord concludes, he 
gives a lively emblem of the ruin which will one day 
overwhelm the unhappy man who trusts to an outward 
form of godliness, when he does not sincerely prac- 
tise it." 

The Scribes, when instructing the people, generally 
contented themselves with quoting the name and au- 
thority of some celebrated doctor of the same age, and 
that frequently, to confirm some trifling remark, " or 
useless^ceremony of human invention ; but the discourses 
of Christ were weighty and convincing, always deli- 
yered with an air of seriousness, dignity," and authority 
becoming the Divine Word. The form, V<ri!j I say 
unto you, so often repeated by our Lord in the Sermon 
on the Mount, where his decision is opposed to Moses 
himself, shews a consciousness of the high character with 
which he was invested; our Lord's general manner im- 
pressed his hearers with veneration and astonishment. 

* SECTION 
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SECTION XLI. 

JESUS CURES THE CENTURION'S SERVANT, RAISES 
THE WIDOW'S SON, AND CLEANSES THE LEPER, &C. 

From Luke, Chap. vii. — Matt. viii. — L*ke 9 Y,—Mari t i. 

Now when he had ended all his sayings in the au- 
dience of the people, he entered into Capernaum. 

And a certain centurion's servant/ who was dear unto 
him, was sick, and ready to die. 

And when he heard of Jesus, he sent unto him the 
elders of the Jews, beseeching him that he would com© 
and heal his servant. 

And when they came to Jesus, they besought him 
instantly, saying, That he was worthy for whom he 
should do this. 

For he loveth our nation, and he hath built us a 
synagogue. 

Then Jesus went with them. And when he was 
now not far from the house, the centurion sent friends to 
him, saying unto him, Lord, trouble not thyself, for I 
am not worthy that thou shouldst enter under my roof. 

Wherefore neither thought I myself worthy to come 
unto thee: but say in a word/ and my servant shall be 
healed. 

For I also am a man set under authority, having 
under me soldiers; and I say unto one, Go, and he 
goeth ; and to another, Come, and he cometh : and to 
my servant, Do this, and he doeth it, 

When Jesus heard it, he marvelled, and said to them 
that followed, Verily, I say unto you, I have not found 
so great faith, no not in Israel. 

And I say unto you, that many shall come from the 
east and west, and shall sit-down with Abraham, and 

Isaac, 
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Isaac, and Jacob, in the kingdom of heaven ; bat the 
children of the kipgdapi shaH be cast oat into outer 
darkness : there shall be weeping and gnashing of teeth. 

And Jesus said unto the centurion, Go thy way, and 
as thou hast believed, so be it done unto thee. And his 
servant was healed in the self-same Aqut. 

And it came to pass ,th,e day after, that he went into 
a city called Nain ; and niany of his disciples went with 
him, and much people. ( 

Now when he came nigh to th,e gate of the city, be. 
hold, there was a dea4 nian car^ie^ out # the only son of 
his mother, and she was a widow : f an& much people of 
the city was with her. 

And when jhe Lord saw her, he had compassion en 
her, and said unto her, Weep not. 

And he came and touched the bier (and they that 
£are him stood still), and he said, Ypiing man, I sa)b 
«nto thee, Arise* 

And hje that was dead,, sat .up, and began to. speak t 
and he delivered hiiji to his mother. 

And theBe came a fear on all : and they glorified: 
Gop, saying, That a great .prophet is risen up among 
rs;. and, That God had visited {lis people. 

And this rumour of him went .forth th/oughput all 
Judea, and throughout all the region round about * 

And it came to pass, wljen he was in a certain city* 
behold, a man full ,of leprosy : who seeing Jesus, feU* 
£n;hi5 fece,. apd besought hi m> saying, Loud* if thou- 
wilt* thou canst make me clean.' *. 

And he put fprth his hand, and touched hxjpa, saying^ 
jL will : be thou clean.. And immediately the leprosy 
departed from him.. 

And Jbsu.s saith unto him, See thou tell no marl 5 ,, 
fcat zp . thy way }., shew thyself \o the priest, and offer 
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tike gift that Moses commanded^ for a testimony unto 
them. 

But he went out, and published it much; and great 
auiltitude* came together to hear, and to be healed of 
fcina of their infcrsikies, insomuch th^t Jesus could no 
more open!/ enter into the city* And he withdrew 
kiraself into the wilderness, and prayed. 

Now when Jssvs saw great multitudes about him, 
he gave commandment to depart unto the other side. 

And a certain scribe came, and said unto him, Master, 
I wiB, follow thee whithersoever 'then goest, 

And Jp8us aaith unto him, The foxes have hc-les, and 
Ae hirds of the ak have nests : feu? the Son of Man 
bath no where to lay his bead* 

And another of his disciples said unto him, Lord* 
suffer me first to go and bury my fal&er. 

But Jesus $aid unto him. Follow me, and let the dead 
bury their dead. 

And another also said, iLe ft d, I will .follow thee: f>ut 
let me first go bid them farewell Hfh&ch ajre *t home ax 
»y house. 

And Jasus said unto .him, No man having put hip 
hand to the .plough, and looking back, is &f. for the 
kingdom of God. , 

ANNOTATIONS anb REFLECTIONS. . 

A eoatcrioji was an officer in the Romofl a$W* wh# 
bad the command o«er an hundred men* $Ie who ap T v 
plied tp Jesus, seems to have been," though £ h e *then r 
of a very amiable disposition* We-ra^y conclude tbaf 
the servant believed in the powej of Christ, and^. 
most likely, would have.#cwgkt to himfor .relief himelfr 
bad not.ihe nature efihis . disease fwsnte^ iW»i such, 
high veneration did tfce:gc^..«enJtu4oa eruert^in {pjt 

our. 
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our Lord's person; that he thought himself unworthy 
to approach his presence : to illustrate his exalted frith, 
he made use of a comparison drawn from his own pro. 
fession; and declared his belief, that Christ could: 
as easily command diseases to disappear, as he could 
command his soldiers and domestics to do any thing. 

These sentiments were so just, that our Lord pointed: 
him out to his followers as an object o£ admiration; and 
intimated the propriety of admitting the Gentiles to be' 
partakers with the Patriarchs in the kingdom of heaven, 
since they were capable of becoming members of it;" 
solemnly assuring them, that' many who lived at the 
greatest distance from Jerusalem should be received 
into his Church ; while others, who, on account of their 
natural descerit from Abraham, thought themselves se- 
cure of inheriting the promises made to him, should be 
rejected with abhorrence for their unbelief, and be con- 
demned to dreadful punishments. 

r How happy must the good centurion have been, in 
this confirmation of His faith! There is no dotibt but 
that he and his servant became sincere disciples to 'our 
Lord; and in all probability, his whole household, as 
well as others who were informed of the astonishing 
cure, were converted to Christianity. 

From the tender solicitude which the centurion ex- 
pressed for the recovery of his domestic, there is reason 
to believe the man had endeared himself to him by dili- 
gence and fidelity. This transaction, therefore, fur- 
nishes a lesson of instruction to servants and masters ; 
the former should conscientiously consult the interest of 
their employers, and they have then a right to expect in 
Teturn kindness on all occasions* 

The miracle which our Sav leva wrought at Nain, 
evidently proved that he was not only possessed of al* 

mighty 
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mighty v power, but that He also felt the tenderest cohu * 
passion for the distresses of the human race. " When he 
saw the poor widow drowned in sorrow for the loss of 
her only son, whom she, with a train of mourners, was * 
attending to the grave, without waiting for solicitation, ' 
he hastened to give her comfort. The corpse was not 
in a coffin, but on a bier, covered over with a kind of " 
winding-sheet (according to the custom of the country). 
The words spoken by. our Lord/ when he approached ' 
the bier, proved that he had divine authority ; Young 
man, I say unto thee, Arise : and the immediate 
efect produced, made it manifest that the power of God ' 
was inherent in him. 

When our Saviour had thus restored the youth to " 
life, instead of demanding his attendance on himseffi * 
he delivered him to his mother, testifying by this action* 
the pleasure he took in turning her sorrow into joy. 

Though it is impossible for us to perform such won. 4 
derful works as our Saviour did; yet the relation of 
them furnishes us, not only with arguments to confirm 
the belief of his 'divine nature, but also with practical in* 
fractions for our own conduct. From the instance we 
are now considering, we may learn to be compassionate ' 
to all persons in affliction ; but particularly to exert our ' 
endeavours f ' to wipe tears from widows' eyes, and make 
their hearts sing for joy." 

Those who' were afflicted with leprosy were objects, 
ef great commiseration 5 for the disease was in itself 
both painful and loathsome, and excluded the afflicted* 
person from "society. Such a miserable creature as a 
leper readily found the relief he sought from our mer- 
ciful Saviour, who rewarded his faith by an immediate 
(Aire. It is supposed that our Lord took him apart' 
from the multitude, who, it is likely, would have driven' 

him 
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hiifl aw*jr for fepr of infection or defilement. The rea- 
son, of our Lord's commanding the man, not to publish 
tl^e miracle, seems, to have been, that the^ priests mjght 
aljpw the cure to be, perfect, before they knew by what 
means i$. had been effected, and that it might serve as a 
testimony of Christ's divine pvwef ; for the Jews con- 
fessed, that leprosy was sent and removed by the hand 
of God alone, and it was qot lawful for a physician tc* 
attempt the cure, of n. 

Besides, the, motive above, mentioned, for enjoining the, 
njan to, sjjence, our Loaq was also wjiiHng to avoid 
dja r wipg^ sjjc^ a. D^ujtitude together as^wcjuldhave ob- 
structed the approach of those who came to. him fpr, re-^ 

fn^ this, was the consequence^ of} the^rnan's inattention^ 
to , h & i55Jun9tions^ fqr Jesu^ soon found hppself' un^er. 
the necessity; of withdrawing from tha^citjy, since bis, 
regaining there, would have.' exposed the inhabitants; 
to mucl^ inconvenience, from the great concourse pjj' 
people. \ye musjt not suppose that our Lord, reiecte!^ 
those, whoni Relief in hj^s power induced* to. become/ 
his followers. As he, could heal at a distance as well 
as near, and all hey ts were open to His view, we can-, 
not doubt but that he healed an4 c^forted all whp- 
by faith in Him gained His favour, though, this wu not 
immediately apparent, . 

. \t has beep, already observed, that whenever ou* 
XiPRD was disengaged frorn the service pf inan\ini^ h£ 
rf tired to devotion. Some of his public prayers are 
recprdep! ^y, the Evangelists ; from these we may judge, 
that when alpne* He earnestly implored the Father to 
tyess his ministry, offered thanksgivings fof the success^ 
of it, and for the hqnour conferred on Ijis hurjuin nature > 
Ijy the union of the Divine Word, 

0* 
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Our Lori> did'not withdraw from.thc multitude for,, 
his own ease or conveniency ; but having, preached the 
Gospel, audi displayed his divine power before such a., 
number of people, there was no occasion for him tp re- 
main there. any longer; and he resolved to remove, 
w4ien he saw they were likely, to, grow, tumultuous. 
Those who were converted to his dectrine were at. li. 
hearty to follow him; and those who were, obdurate, 
would haveiamained so still, e^en if he had fixe4 hia, 
abode among them* 

As the S<prib$s had, great refutation and, authority. 
a»«ftg.tfcftjQw^^gr t%RO, if ^haibeen^e^xpurp,, 
iW : *Wti&l*&#itf^^^Jm*JW}d& ha^je, avaijed) 

hkmUM.tfa*faw4h<Vm by, <***£ $&*,&" *?W? 

lsmhkkv^bM&WMhg.wwtz'' b^^rom.9U^Xo^^% 
afllwef|. wfeiqk see,ms to- hfkve. beqn" a& foea s ed tp lj#> 
tbHqhifiuV* «W3f iafefc that.he.w»e)i94u<;e4.tp,fcHoj»* 
C*&iffQ» &Qm an opinion tjftt h$ ; wo.ul4 shortly be. ^ 
g*»* grino^, 4aji reward hj* a*i%?eqts> w,i*k h^n^uta, 
aftd richer , 

, Aft tfce St«bys w.ws w^e^o^Sfo,l}e ? w J a^ reject ^ 

* kis Sav.*<?v*»w]i0 w,ac more, please4 wjith t,be honest, sim^, 

plicity of the poor fishermen, who were sincerely devoted' 

to his service, than he could have been, even had all the 

Scribes assembled to make such empty professions. 

,T!tm fault .of the dftscipta, w4*o, ^^tediea^e todefejf 
lis constant atten<Ja9<& Qjb Qh &JS3 : till his father's 
death, and of him. who desired to return home and 
settle his affairs, were of a very different nature. These 
men seem to have fenced <teliberate resolutions to fallow 
the Loan, bat were slow ia executing tl*em ; yet a*f 
they wire candidates fc* the honourable employment q( 
being his immediate companions* ffc^y should have giveifc 
him the preference to all ptfigQgs s&d things wljau . 

ever. 
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ever. Merely to perform the last offices for a father, 
who, it is probable, was at that time dead; or to settle 
a few worldly concerns, and take leave of relations^ 
who, most likely, would have exerted all their influence 
o detain him, was of no importance in such an emer- 
gency ; • for there were enough of those who were 
spiritually dead, or u?icon<verted, to attend to such par- . 
ticubrs. Our Lord, intending to send some of his dis- 
ciples shortly to preach in different parts, had occasion 
for their immediate attendance; and the absence of 
these persons would have excluded them from the 
number. We must not from this incident infer, that- 
Christ requires all Christians to be entirely inattentive 
to their worldly concerns : for this is not the case. "The 
service he riow expects is perfectly consistent with our 
domestic and social duties ; but it was very different in 
the beginning of Christianity, when perhaps one per- • 
son in a family became a convert, and the rest adhered 
to their prejudices and vices. If, indeed, any extrao*-. 
dinary circumstance should occasion our spiritual and 
worldly interests to clash, we should, without hesitation, 
prefer the former, and leave all to follow Christ. '- 

SECTION XLII. 

JESUS STILLS A TBMFE9T, AND CURBS THE DEMO- 
NIACS AT CADBRA. 

From Luke, Chap* viii. — Matt. viii. — Mark, iv. v. 

Now it came to pass on a certain day that he went 
into a ship, and his disciples followed him, and he said: 
timo them, Let us go over to the other side of the lake ; 
and they launched forth. 

- And behtld, there arose a great tempest in the sea, 

insomuch 
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insomuch that the ship was covered with the waver, 
but he was in the hinder part of the ship asleep on a 
' pillow, and they awoke him, and say unto, him, Master, 
carest thou not that we perish? 

And he arose, and rebuked the wind, and said unto 
the sea, Peace, be still : and the wind ceased, and there 
was a great calm. 

And he said unto them, Why are ye so fearful ? tow 
is it that ye have no faith? 

And they feared exceedingly, and said one to another, 
What manner of man is this, that even the wind and the 
sea obey him ? 

And when he was come to the ether side, into the 
country of the Gergesenes, there met him two possessed 
with devils, coming out of the tombs, exceeding fierce, 
so that no man might pass by that way. 

And one of them, who had devils a long while, and 
ware no clothes, neither abode in any house, but in the 
tombs ; 

When he saw Jesus, cried out, and fell down before 
him, and with a loud voice said, What have I to do 
with thee, Jesus, thou Son of God most high ? I be- 
seech thee, torment me not. 

(For he had commanded the unclean spirit to come 
out *f the man. For oftentimes it had caught him : 
and he was kept bound with chains, and in fetters, and 
he brake the bands, and was driven of the devil into t(rc 
wilderness.) 

And Jesus asked him, saying, What is thy name? 
And he said, Legion : because many devils were entered . 
into him* 

And they besought him that he would not command 
them to go out into thee deep. 

And there was there an herd of many swine feeding 

on 
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'fcn tie mountain r and they besought him that he would 
K suffer them to" enter into them. Andbe sutreTed them. 
*FHen*went'the<. devils "out* of the man, *iatid< entered 
into the swine; and the 'herd flan 'Vrotentfy down a steep 
place into the lake, arid' were choaked* 

When they *that fed them s^w what* was idone, they 
fled, and went and told it in the 'city, snd in the 
country. 

Then they went out to see what was'dwie : and came 

r to Jesus, and found the- man out 'of' whom the devil* 

-were departed; sitting at thefeet of J e*us/ clothed, and 

in his right mind : and they were afraid; 

They^abo which saw it, toid'trtetti by what means he 

4 that was possessed of the devils* was healed. 

Then the 'whole multitude of the country of the 

Gadarepes round about, besought him to depart from 

: them : for they were taken wtth great fear : and he 

* went up into the ship;* and returned baek again. 

Now the man out of whom the devils had departed, 
' besought him that he might" be' with him: bur Jesws 
sent him away, saying, 

Return to thine own house, and' shew how great 

things God hath done unto' thee. And he -went 'his 

/ way, and published through the whole city; how great 

* things Jesus had done unto him. 

And it came to pass,' that when jESuS"was* returned, 
the people gladly received him f for they were alHvait* 
ing for bitau 

ANNOTATIONS a*d REFLECTIONS. 

What astonishing dvertttf are 'here rthted ! ; Who can 
doubt the presence of the' great Creator hi Chriyt, 

* wheir the/risad that; Jc *"he 4l ^tde the *Stt>rm a J cairn, so" 

that 
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that the waves of the sea were still?" None but those 
who " go down to the sea in ships, and occupy their 
"business in great waters," can form a proper conception 
of the tremendous scene, when " the Lord command- 
cth, and raiseth the stormy winds which lift up the 
Waves thereof. When they mount up, as- it were, to 
the clouds, and go down to the depths of the earth, 
that the souls of men are melted, because of trouble, 
they seem to draw near to the gates of death 5 no effort 

"of strength or reason can prevail, the Lord alone can 
deliver them from their distress." But the word of 

. omnipotence is sufficient to restrain the fury of the 
most violent tempest. 

Our Saviour knew that it was the will of The 
Father to- give him this occasion of shewing Divine 
power, and trying the faith of his disciples; he, there- 
fore, with a mind quiet and serene, perfectly satisfied 
that no evil would happen to Him or his followers, 
<hose this opportunity for taking that refreshment 
which his human nature required. But no sooner did 
his disciples call upon Him to save them,' than he 

* awaked, and his Divine power was exerted for their re- 
lief: <* Sea, be thou still, said our blessed Lord, and 
there was a great calm!" At his rebuke the waters 
fled 5 at His voice they hasted away ! He justly reproved 
his disciples for the weakness* of their faith. They 
should have implored his aid with holy confidence in- 
stead of fear, since they had sufficient proof of His 
almighty power, and had seen many instances of His be, 
nevolence and kindness ; and having so closely attached 
themselves to him, they had particular reason to expect 
these attributes to be exerted in their favour, v For the 
"sea, which had been so violently agitated, to become 
suddenly calm/ was so miraculous a circumstance, that 

it 
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it .must have excited. the admiration of every beholder, 

and struck their minds with irresistible conviction of the 
immediate presence of the Deity, unless they nvilfullj 
hardened themselves against belief. 

The miracle which our Saviour wrought on the de- 
moniacs, was equally astonishing. The poor wretches 
were tormented in a most deplorable manner, miserable 
in themselves, and a terror to all who came near them. 
Driven from society, they wandered among the tombs 
of the dead, occasionally issuing forth from their gloomy 
retreat, impelled, by the devils who possessed them, to 
commit outrages on all they met. One of them in par- 
ticular was, we find, so totally devoid of reason^ that 
he declined the necessary comforts of clothing and habi- 
tation, wounding his own flesh in a cruel manner", Bnd so 
exceedingly fierce and uncontroulable, that no fetters 
could confine, no human being overcome him. This 
was certainly more than a common disease ; for persons 
in the very worst state of frenzy may be managed so as 
to prevent their doing mischief either to themselves or 
others ; and more than human strength vC required to 
break asunder chains and fetters. Such effects may 
reasonably be imputed to diabolical possession; and a 
divine power was necessary to subdue them; 

It is conjectured that our Lord crossed the lake of 
Tiberius, for the very purpose of relieving those two 
persons, which was a great instance of his benevolence ; 
and it is likely, that the devils had driven the possessed 
into this unfrequented place to avoid meeting him : but 
being surprised at his approach, and overawed with his 
presence, they addressed him as we read, compelled (as 
we may suppose) by the superior power of God to ac- 
knowledge his beloved Son. 

From the demoniac's answer to our Lord's question 

con. 

Digitized by LiOOQ IC 



K tf9 ) 

TdriceTning. his name, we may conclude, that infernal 
spirits j are numerous;- and 'from Iheir request not to be 
"sent into the deep/weonay infer, that they expect, at the 
•final judgment, to be consigned to a place of greater 
Horment. The desire of these to enter into the swine, 
proves that the delight of devils is to do mischief to 
"Marifclndi either in their bodies or goods. 

Though Bwine were,* according to the Jewish law, 
prohibited as food to the Jews* yet there were great 
numbers of jthem kept by the people in those pares, to , 
sell to the x Roman soldiers and other gentiles, who were 
there very numerous: our Loud might permit the de. 
•vils to enter the swine, partly to punish the Jews for 
carrying ©n this unlawful commerce ; but more parti*. 
cularly to prove the reality of the agency and malice of 
evil spirits, and his power to controul their ill effect*., 
No sooner was the man delivered from these demons, 
than his reason returned, every turbulent emotion sob- 
sided, and peace was restored to his mind. How must 
his friends have rejoiced to behold the happy alteration, 
and with what awful reverence must they hare regarded 
our Lord! 

Those who kept the swine were 5 struck with conster- 
nation, not knowing what might happen to themselves, 
■and hastened to relate the wonderful story to their em- 
ployers. These, reflecting on their loss, seem' to have 
' considered our Lord, either as ©ae who practised magi, 
cal arts for the destruction of their property, or as a 
prophet sent to inflict judgments for their offences ; but, 
instead of humbling themselves, and confessing their sins, 
they besought him t© depart out of their coasts, and 
'thus deprived themselves of the greatest honour an4 
advantage they could possibly en j6y : but t he-person wtoo 
had experienced the miraculous deliverance,, ardently % 
'Vol. V. I desired. 
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desired to be almltted among the number of our LoaVa 
constant attendants. This request was not granted, be. 
-cause, as Christ did not stay to preach or perform any 
wore miracles in that coast, it was proper that the sum ' 
should remain to attest his cure, as a likely mean to 
convert his countrymen, and incite them to seek die 
Lo rd, whom they had rejected. It is remarkable that our 
Saviour commanded him to shew, what things God had 
done for him, and that he published what Jesus had dont. 
.His own mouth, when under the influence of the infernal 
spirits, had declared J isus to be the Son of Gov ; the cure, 
performed on him had convinced him, that our Lord was 
possessed of divine power ; and he clearly discerned and 

i'ully acknowledged the Dei tv manifested in the flesh* 

In the present state of the world, we do not hear of 
I e sons being possessed witji devils : every disease that 
attacks the human body may be deduced from natural 
causes/ even madness itself; and though some prove fa. 
tal, each kind will, in many cases, admit of relief from 

t medicine. That neither the nature or malicious dis*. 

^ positions of devils are altered, we may reasonably con. 
elude; we must therefore impute their not tormenting 
mankind as formerly, to our Lord's power and goodness. 
When He was €m earth, He 'visibly ejected them-; now He 

„is in heaven, He secretly restrains them; and we may 
*afely rely on hit merciful protection, if we obey the 
precepts of the Gospel ; for then no evil being will hay a 
power to hurt us, as we shall be the children of God* 

SECTION XLIII. 

JESUS CURETH THE BLIND AND DUMB DEMONIAC ; 
DISCOURSES OF BLASPHEMY AGAINST THE HOLT 
GHOST* 

From Matthew, <lhap m xii. — Luke, xi. 
Then was brought unto him one possessed with a 

devil, 
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devil, blind and dumb: and he healed hun, insomuch 
that the blind and dumb both spake and saw. 

And all the people were amazed, and said, Is this not 
the son of David I 

But ^en the Pharisees heard it, they said, This feL 
low doth not cast out devils but by Beelzebub the prince 
of devils. 

And Jesus knew their thoughts, and said unto them* 
Every kingdom divided against itself is brought vo de» 
sol at ion : and every city or house divided against itself 
shall not stand* 

And if Satan cast out Satan, he is divided against 
himself ; how then shall his kingdom stand ? 

And if I by Beelzebub cast out devils, by whom do 
your children cast them out ? therefore they shall be 
your judges. 

But if I cast out devils by the Spirit of Goo, then 
the kingdom of God is come unto you. 

Or else, how can one enter into a strong man's house, 
and spoil his goods, except he first bind the strong man? 
and then he will spoil his. house. 

He that is not with me, is against me : and he that 
gathereth not with me, scattereth abroad. 

Wherefore I say unto you, All manner of sin and blat- 
pheray shall be forgiven unto men : but the blasphemy 
against the Holy Ghost shall not be forgiven unto men* 

And whosoever speaketh a word against the Son %\ 
Man, it shall be forgiven him ; but whosoever speaketh 
against the Holy Ghost, it shall hot be forgiven him, 
neither in this world, neither in the world to come. 

Jither make the tree good, and his fruit good* or 
else make the tree corrupt, and his fruit corrupt ; for 
the tree is known by his fruit. 

O generation of vipers, how can ye, being evil, speak 
I 2 go©d 
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£oocPth?ng$> for out pHhe aljundano? of the heajfi the 
mouth speaketh. •,*>.< 

s ^A'g6oA man, out of the* good treasure of the heart, 
bringeth forth good things: and an evil mani out of the 
CVil treasifr:,'bringeth forth evil things. 
' But I" say unto you, That every idle word that men 
shall speak, they shall give an account thereof in the day 
tfFjUdgment. 

/' For by thy words thou shalt be justified, and by thy 
woTds'thou^haTtbe* condemned. 

Then certain of the Scribes and of the Pharisees 
answeredy saying, lister, we would see a sigh from 
thee. 

But he answered and said to them, An evil and 
adulterous- generation seeketh after a sign, and there 
shall no sign be given to it, but the sigh of the prophet 
Jonas. 

For as Jonas was three days and three nights in the 
whale's belly, so shall the Son of Man be three days and 
three nights in the heart of the earth. 

The men of Nineveh shall rise in judgment with this 
feneration, and shall condemn it, because rfiey repented 
at t^e. preaching of Jonas ; and behold, a greater than 
Jonas isiiere. 

The queen of the south shall rise up in the judgment 
with this generation, and shall condemn it : for she 
<?ame from the uttermost parts of the earth to hear the 
wisdom of Solomon ; and behold a greater than Solomon 
. is here. » . 

• When the unclean spirit is gone put of a man, he 
^Wtkcth through dry places, seeking rest, and findeth 
none. - 

. Then he saith, I will return unto my house from 
* whence 
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whence I came out ; and when he is come> he findeth \t 
empty, swept, and garnished. 

Then goeth he, and taketh with himself seven othep 
spirits more wicked, than himself, . and they enter in 
and dwell there : and. the last state of that man is worse 
than the first. Even so shall it be also unto this wicked 
generation. 

And it came to pass, as he spake these things, a cer- 
tain woman of the company lift up her voice, and said 
unto him, Blessed is tne womb that bare triee^ and. tjie- 
paps which thou hast socked. 

Bat be *aid> Y,ea, rather blessed are, thej that hear 
.the word. of Qop, and keep it. , . . 

Then one said unto, him, Behold, thy mother and tljy 
brethren stand without, desiring to speak with the£ 

But. be answered and said unto 'him that told him, 
Who i$ m# mo the* I an& who r ar e my brethren ? 
. And he stretched fopth his hand towards his disciples, 
and said, Behold- my mother* and my brethren. 

For ^whospeyer s^all do the will of my Father which 
is in heaven* the same is jny brother, and sister, and 
mother. ■ • * 

ANNOTATIONS awi REJECTIONS. 

"the cure our Saviom wrought in restoring the <je« 
HQdniic to the use of his. reason, speech, and sjght, by 
t casting out the evil spirits, bore suc^ evident marks -pf 
divine power* that thq multitade would willingly have 
acknowledged Him to be the Msssx.f H j biit r *hie Bh«i- 
sees, actuated by pride and envy, suggested,- that JrJe 
was in confederacy with the cbkf of tbedtvih* Though 
Jisus did not hear them saj this, he was well ac- 
quainted wltb their secret tntugfcts; and, tJcrconvlnce 
1 3 Mm 
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therrj^that He was, He answered as if they had openly 

accused Him, and refuted their calumny by irresistible 

-arguments ; first, observing, that supposing Him to be in 

Confederacy with Satan y it would be highly impolitic in 

Him to counteract the devil's design of establishing his 

power over mankind. Our Lord then retorted upon 

the Pharisees the reproach they cast upon him ; from 

"which we may judge that some of them pretended to cast 

*out t evil spirits, and that some ofthe Jew sbelieved they 

"did so; but our Saviour knew,'that in this particular 

they were impostors : and it was only for the sake of the 

argument that Ke seemed to allow that' they were able to 

perform miracles. This was not a proper season (it 

him tp expose their deceit; our Lord only meant to 

prove, that pasting out devils must' be effected by t6e 

'power of God, since Satan would certainly hot lend his 

assistance for such a purpose; and If the Pharisees pre- 

'tended to do it by divine commission, they must allow 

.that our. Lord acted by the same authority. • 

Me that is not with W, is against me, wav a maxim 
* generally received among them ; what, tfc^refore, must 
they think of Jesus, who, so far from acting in corij unc- 
tion with the devil, openly and professedly opposed him ? 
Having shewn how unreasonable and; malicious their 
salumny was, our Lord proceeded to declare the sinful- 
ness of it ; assuring them, that; in attritutirl^^hese mi- 
/racles which were evidently wrought by tne Spirit of 
<5od, to the power of the devil, they were guilty of a 
" crime of the most unpardonable kind : as it was an open 
" affrdnt to the divine Majesty, and would not be forgiven 
either* in the present age of the Law, or the future age 
A ofth6 MksszAH *. " Whoever for want of light or fh- 

HA * Xhj» if wfcU th« Jcw^mjwnt by the present world, and tfi« 
4porid to come, ~ 

u * ,;i *- - formation 
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formation should deny Jesus to be the Christ, might 
be pardoned ; because it was Only a personal reflection 
on him in his human nature: but those who blasphemed 
the Holy Ghost, excluded themselves from divine' 
grace, and could not expect that assistance from it 
which is necessary to effect repentance, without which 
there is no salvation. Our Lord, therefore, warned the 
Pharisees not to pretend to righteousness, when they 
were so superlatively wicked ; for, as their minds must 
be thoroughly corrupted before they could utter such a 
horrid blasphemy, their actions would of course be vici- 
ous, and their words malicious and impious. He then 
assured them, that for all idle words, which proceeded* 
from a wicked heart, they mast give account at tie' ' 
day of judgment, and would be condemned accord. 

We may understand, then, that the unpardonable sin 
was blasphemy against the Holy Ghost, which consisted 
in saying, that Jesus cast out devils by Beelzebub; and' 
the reason why it was unpardonable seems to be, that it 
implied, irreconcileable obstinacy, perverseness, and ma-' 
lice; and no one could be guilty of it, till he was so 
wicked as to have entirely forfeited the grace of God : 
in which case it was not probable that he' should repent j 
, but, on the contrary, that he would, like Pharoah, 
harden hiiciU p sin. 

No Christian can well commit the offence of bias*. 
fhemj against the Holt Ghost/ as it was peculiar *o 
the time of our Say town's ministry; but they may sin 
against the Holy Ghost, by scoffing at the Scriptures, 
and ridiculing the miracles which were wrought in con. 
firmation of Christianity ; and if they 4» not repent, 
they will certainly be condemned bf the righteous 
judge, for those idle words which they foolishly and 

1 | - incotw 

t 
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Inconsiderately utter, to the dishonour of God and theift 
Saviour. < # 

Our Lord having asserted, that he acted by divine 
authority, the Pharisees demanded a sign ; from heaven in, 
confirmation of it, like those which ha4 been displayed 
in the days of Moses, Joshua, Samuel, Elijah, and Isaiah; 
but, knowing that they were so degenerate, that nothing. 
could convince them, he refused to give* them any j 
only prophesied of his resurrection, in a manner . which, 
they could not at that time comprehend, but which was 
occasioned afterwards by the appearance of an angel. 

It was usual for the Jews to think contemptibly o£ 
every nation but their own,. To humble thepride of 
the Pharisees, our Saviour drew a comparison bet wee© 
them and the Ninevites, add the Queen of. Sheba. The 
former humbled themselves tor the rtry dust, at the 
preaching of Jonah. The latter took a' long journey- 
to hear the wisdom of Solomon, and behold the glory, 
of the Lord. The Pharisees rejected the Messiah^ 
who came to invite them to be partakers of the king- 
dom of Heaven, and blasphemed the Holy Spirit,; 
whoso operations they must have acknowledged, if thejn, 
had not hated the light, because their deeds were evil. 
Well might our Saviour tell them, that u a greater 
than Jonah was there;" but he forbore to make a far* 
ther revelation of his MKssiAHs.HiPyj^Hifliflunt of 
their unbelief. •■ -iph 

By the relapsing demoniac, our. LqRD meant to re. 
present that generation of Jews, who, keeping clear 
from the idolatry practised by their forefathers, and 
using a number of superstitious ceremonies, pretended, 
to be ck*n$idi$A sanctified ,\ but, instead of being rifh^ 
tout* fell,inlO|thp<(very worst sqrt of impiety, that. of de*. 
nying the Mtss^*, aird#aiuw4>ning tjte #m»r Sri-. 
r it j which must infallibly pjovoke God to send heavier 

d judgments 
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pbgrnaH mm &*w> *** tod \m^M^4 Upon 
their amntofei* - ...— 

While our Saviour thus confuted tjy& Scribe* ; atyl 
Pharisees, a wo*an trhP M f*f& * hj^mjaje *ni#ach- 
aMe mind, uneoded *e Ml ipweri?) afgamcots, **• 
f«ied he* Jiigh ast** m for *V* a*4 hi* fa'ttm* fa m 
exclamation which u*pii#4» . <*at ^ W*M ibr ike 
h€feear: affecting Q»r feo** ac- 

knowledged that his m9tl#ft**s. ttftfwlg Wm**4 Jtf 
the distinction which 6w fca4<confe**n&upeo tor g but 
to enctange the iromau tohefe* *ha* *te JWAgfa h»,V* 
hl rW ** his &*» mother* he awwd for, *fo*t jfc*A 
and *ir4k#<r would mute his di*qipJN *9okif* .inore 
strongly than any ties #f Jtiwfced ; wtkh <**wira«jc M 
had a fresh occasion for repeating*. *rb£*bto<&t)tbtTt aid 
bte«h»nd«siied to apeak, with him, $fa&Wt»*h&* can 
he more absurd than/ the ^practise »of thlae; rtiifjifeen 
Christians,. who iddim the Virgin Mary* wd»rv^j^lt 
her above the Son of God , '. . n 

How comfortable and inriting, two to thejsjanest 
of martkbd, is our blessed Loan's assttranj&e, t&ttht <.W#U 
regard, as*his nearest jelatitas, ail.whoi*haU» M .*&&* 
respective stations, .do. the .willjrf Goal . 

' " .. -.!... <\-i 

SECTION XLIV. 

THB PAYABLE OF TH^ ?OW«".' * 

: From Luke % Chq}> viiu — Mark, iv. — Matthew, xlii. 

And it came to pass afterward, that he want through* 
Cvk every city rand friUagei. preatiungi. and :*hew;iag the 
glad tidings cof* the kingdom of G$d j and the, twelve 
were wish hini ;.-.■• , - : ' * 

And certain women, jyho had been.heafcd of-evil 
'-spirits, andinfirmhies, Mary, called ^Ugdaknc^ out ,of 
whom went seven devils; •[. 

I 5 , V And 
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•f 'Aiia Joamia We wtfrof Ghuaay HerodH**twwwd,W 
Susanna, and many others who ministered note* him of 
ifcheit substance*. *"' < '•" . 

Ancite began again to teach %y the sea. side : arid 
•there was gathered unto him a great multitude, so that 
lie ehter«d info a stfip, and tat in the sea ; and the whole 
*tnulti#u<ie <wiuY by the season the land. 
- Arid' he 'taught them many things by parables;, and 
•iwtwta'tWiafii»Msddct^^^ 1 
™ • Hearken^ ieholdj theft wen? out '-* sower to sow : 
•" And ftca*e to pass as he 'sowed, some felt bjr the way. 
aide, ami the fowls of the ak came and devoured it op* 

Arid dome fefi on stony ground, where it -had not 
much ealth, and immediately it sprang up, because it 
kadn* depth of earth. ' * ' 
*•• But wJka the suit wis' upi it was .scorched; and be- 
cause it had no root, it withered away. . And some fell 
' among thorns, .and the thorns grew op* and choaked 
it, and it yielded no fruit. r 

And other fell on good ground, and did yield, fruit 
that* sprang up, and increased^ and 'brought forth* some 
thirty, and some sixty, and some an hundred. 

And he said unto them, He that hath ears to* hear, 
let him hear. 

And when he was alone, they that were about him, 
With the twelve, asked of him the parable. % 
, And he said unto them, Unto you it is given to know 
the mystery of the kingdom of God; but unto the* it 
* is not given. 

For whosoever hath, to htm shall be given, and he; 
/stall have more abundance: but whosoever hath not, 
trom him shall be taken away, even that he hath. 

Therefore speak I to them in parables; because they 
seeing, see not ; and hearing, they hear not ; neither do 
they understand. 

And 
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\. And in the*m is fulfilled the prophecy of Esa'as, 
which saith, By hearing, ye shall hear, and shall not 
voderstand ; and seeing, ye shall see, and shall not per-- 
ceive.. 

For the people's heart is waxed gross,, and their ears 
axe dull pi hearing, and their eye$ they have closed; 
lest at any time they should see with their eyes, and 
hear .with their ears, and should understand with their 
hearts, and should be convened, and I should heal 
them. 

. But Messed ar&.yout eyes, for they sees and yoir 
cars, for they hear. 

For verily I. say unto you, that many prophets ar4 
righteous men have desired to see those things which je 
see, and did not $ee them : and to hear those thin^a 
which ye bear, and did not hear them* 

Now the parable is this i the seed is the word of God* 
Those by the way. side are they that hear: then comerh 
the devil, and taketh away the word out of their hearts, 
1 lest they should believe,, and be saved. 

They on the rock, are they which, when they hear, 
receive the word with yoy ; and these have no root, 
which for a while believe, and in time of temptation fall 
away. 

And that which fell among thorns, are they which, 
when they have heard, go forth, and are choaked with 
cares, and riches, and pleasures of this life, and bring 
no fruit to perfection. 

But he that receiveth seed into the good ground, is- 
he that heareth the word and understandeth it. Who 
in an honest and good heart, having heard the word, 
keepeth it, and bringeth forth fruit to perfection. l 

And he said, So is the kingdom, of God, as if a man 
should east seed into the ground, and should sleep and 
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rise night and day, and the seed shduM *pHHg'ah<£ gft>w 
im, he knbweth not how. ' ' y* : • * * w 

tor the earth btingeth forth- fwrft of tye?se#, frVs^&S 
blade, then the ear, after that the full corn in the eaK * 

But When the fruit Is brought forth, ikftk&xt&y be 

jutteth in the sicfcle, tecause the hstaK&t H c&neV * ; "* 

• . . ' .■•■.■• '«+• ■ ■• ? "* ? 

.ANNOTATIONS ah* REFLECTIONS* .. >Z 

" The worljamhJe, in theN** T^e^fAhleit^^eii^rtffl^ 
denotes a short comparison and similitude, or a f ci g fM J i 
Itory f existing Of facts Wftteh tt%ht ^dHy feapl|(§iai in 
real life,, corresponding to the circumVtances- of tftliBfti 
for whose instruction it was designed*, or t& the-starre of 
things it was iritended td illustrate." TtAt ofiht*Jd*»e+ 
feight be suggested by l the view of husbandmen (hen clfti 
ployed in sowing their seed for the ensuing haHfe§tv* : * 

Our Saviovr has so fully explained the generfiK-im- 
port of this parable, that it eanriot fail of being undet- 
stood, even by the meanest reader t but there ; are&difte 
pa*ts which require particular consideration 1 : ■ — 

In theirstplace, we are. to observe, thattftfrlitftfii, in 
a most emphatical manner* calls for the attention of Jtih 
audience* He thai hath ears to heat, let hirt- Vihri "Th 
his reply *lo his disciples* enquiry, Why he spake to' fife 
people in parables? he informed them, f hat -fie used this 
method in order to exereise* the industry bt Ki^ hearers 
in the examination of it, ffiat itirriight mafce the (feeder 
impression ; and that those who were wilfully resdlVed 
to oppose his doctrine, let him preach what he Jrobld. 
and had despised him when hespake plainly; might ribt 
discern his .spiritual meaning, and consequently detiW 
no advantage frdmltfs discourse. This was a just jadgi 
went upon them for tfefeir unhelief, arid it agreed with 
Boo''3 dealings with the ewi'ehf'Jcm, who turned i 

deaf 
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fWL>^pTkiTfo*warned hirft Ifey would do. Gbn ft 
S&fd/ in both case's, tih'ah* made ththrears dull, a*dto 
*hd<ve'chtfd fUeir eyes; for, knowihgthat they certainty 
"would «* ^tor* »a/ feyceive, and £#*r aW *i/ Understand, 
Ttedogh their *tt& otsttoacj and prejudice, Got> did not 
Srofacfeafe Thenv'the same* ligtrt as he afforded t* those 
tthfo receH&ThVwbrd with' humility. -Cdhsfderifig the 
ffifttaftltfrr df'tBfc Pharisees, it 1 would trot fare been pri- 
de™: for v ohr ! *LbRfl to'have^poken more plainly before 

a mrye& : mtiintiide. * 

trotri * the parable of the sbwer we may* comprehend 
: the method bf God's proceedings, in respect tobeStow*. 
ingor wfAftrawing his G*ac£ *4t likewise shews 1 thar, * 
In'dWer to* otimin saltation, onr^^/r «#/// must cooperate 
*wlt*h' kiviVie £b<rdrress. GoD*ffltf mines ou f* "Understand- 
ings l# a fceeret influence, suggests, and whites ttf to 
'wlaHsTHght'fln consequence of this ability and assist*. 
a'nce, kbr determine 1 and act. He-instructs us, and in* 
vife^Sat'obedicnce by the natural light of pur own 
: ihinds; *by f : lfit express revelatio'n ofnTs.wilt, and by the 
Ye"cVet\1rnis^fVafitf Suggestions of the Holy Spirit; 
Vwt the success of all these methods will' turn upon our 
' eo'mp'0iffg' , * l ibiit 6t 'rejecting them. We may attend or 
not td*ffie*"a4inO*riitlons of our o<wti minds; we may oim 
"jerque KVAeelcct his revealed instructions ; "we may j/e/d 
% froviffbtt Ifhe iAipdhes of Ms Holt Spirit. If we 
~*ej>ay ^obVrWou* with ingratitude, and continue un. 
prefttaote Under flie ittearis at grace, he may be .pro- 
1 &fe4 to* Yesome*is lighted gifts, arid withhold the grace 
which we reeeive in Yaiiu in which case,' "Yne dinner 1s 
tiposed defenceless to the assaults of temptation, and 
cut off from all communication with God. On the 

' * 9|e Scfmoat by the laic R«? ♦ George Carr» Vol. If. 
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other hand, if we bend our mir.ds to a compliance wish 
the will of out heavenly Fathki, and ate obedient, ta> 
his directions and guidance, his powerful, though unseen 
grace, wi{l conduct us from virtue to virtue, and will 
a:ver be wanting to us, if we are not wanting to our* 
selves* Let us then open our hearts to the secret infitf» 
.ence of his Holy Spirit, as. a thirsty land drinks io 
the rain as it silently descends, and then we shall be nei- 
ther barren nor unfruitful. Temporal good things G©$ 
promiscuously bestows on the just and on the unjust, often 
on the evil and unthankful, who neither solicit nor ac- 
knowledge his favours ; but his Git ac i he accounts a 
pearl of higher price than to be thrown to the negligent 
and undeserving : He iireely. gives it to them that ask it ; 
to them that piously implore and justly prise the hea* 
venly gift.-— Let us avail ourselves of the light which 
has been afforded us by Divine revelation, that through 
God's grace we may know all things necessary for our 
salvation^ lest we prtvoke divine justice to leave us to 
wander in the dark labyrinth of doubt and perplexity, 
which is our Loan's meaning in his declaration, that 
from him that hath not ^ shall he taken u%tvjf 4veu thai 
n»bich he hath* . 

As our Loan's Apostles had not, at the time he deli- 
vered this discourse, received the Holy Qhost, the/ 
could not understand the parables without explanation ; 
but he instructed them in the mysteries, ox the spiritual 
, sense of this parable, because they were disposed to un- 
derstand them, and were to instruct others; but t? the- 
multitude he made use of similitudes, for the ftason> 
above given* 
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SECTION XLV. » 

THE PARABLE OF THI TARES, 6cC. 

From Matthew, Chap. xiii. 

Akother parable put he forth unto them, saying. 
The kingdom of heaven is likened onto a man which 
sowed good seed in his Held ; 

Bat while men slept, his enemy came and sowed tares 
among the wheat, and went his way. 

But when the blade was sprang up, and brought forth 
fruit, then appeared the tares also. 

So the servants of the householder cane and said onto 
him, Sir, didst thoo not sow good seed in thy field? 
from whence then hath it tares ? 

He said unto them, An enemy hath done this. The 
servants said unto him, Wilt thou then that we go and 
gather sfhem up ? 

But he said, Nay ; lest, while ye gather up the tares, 
ye root up also the wheat with. them. 

Let both grow together until the harvest, and in the 
time of the harvest I will say to the reapers, Gather ye 
together first the tares, and bind them in bundles to bum 
them : but gather the wheat into my bam* 

Another parable put he forth unto them, saying, The 
kingdom of heaven is like to a grain of mustard-seed, 
which a man took, and sowed in hfs field; 
- Which indeed is the least of all seeds ; but when it 
is grown* it is the greatest among herbs, and becometh 
a tree : so that the birds of the air eome and lodge in 
the branches thereof. 

Another parable spake he unto them, The kingdom «f 
heaven is like unto leaven, which a woman took and hid 
in three measures of meal, till the whole was leavened* 

AH 
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, All these things spake Jesus unto the multitude in pa. 
rabies, and without a parabfe spake he not unto them. 

That it might be fulfilled wtych was spoken by the 
prophet, saying, I will open my mouth in parables : I 
will utter things 'which have been kept secret from the 
jbundation «Sf the world. 

Then. J*sus sect the multitude away, -and went info 
the house; and his disciples -came unto him, saying, 
-Declare untb us the parable of .the tare* of the field. 

He answered and said, unto them, He that soweth the 
gootljseedts the Son.of-Mam 

The field is the world : the good seed are the chil- 
dren of tfeelcingdora: but .the tares are the children of 
the wicked one r \ ,^ ■ - ..• » :• ." h - 

The enemy that sowed them id the devil : the harvest 
'is'fhe eridjof the world : and the reapers are, the angels, 
/, As therefore the" tares; are gathered and burnt in the 
fire, so shall it be in the end of this world*. 

The Sop of Man shall send forth his angels, and they 
shall gather out of his kingdom all things that offend, 
-amd them which do iniqoity r * 

And shall cast them into a furnace cf fire : there shall 
.'be wailing and gnashing of teeth. 

Then shall the righteous shine forth as the sun, in the 
kingdom of their Father. Who hath ears to ihear, let 
.him hear. 

Again, the kingdom of heaven is -lifce unto 1 treasure 
hid in a field : the whfch,' when a man Hath found, he 
Wdeth, khd for joy thereof goeih and sdleth all that fie 
:4ath, and buyeth that *fleli. - 

Again, the kingdom of heaven is like untfc a merchant, 
man, peeking goddly r*a¥l* 5 

Who, *rtrttt«he ha& found One pearl of great price, 4e 
#ettt t«d sett all (bathe k& } *ad bought iu 

Again* 
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. Again, the kingdom of heaven U like unt? a net that 
was cast into tbesea, and gathered of ever/ kind * 

Which), wjifcn it wa*:fuli, they drew to shore, and a?!, 
down* and gathered th& g<*>4 into, vessels ;< but cast the 
bad away. ..,.*• i 

So snail it; be .at the end of tte .world: the angel* 
shaU corte for tt#^«^»wrec; tl^e.wieked from among thft 
imti. . .„ ., . . ;• / 

And sfyall cajst the* inlp the fiirnaeo of fire : tbeiq 
shall he waiting snd goaehtng oj? iepth. ' . 

. Jasws saith onlto .them. Have ye understood ail these, 
thing* 2 . They say mt •" him* Yea, Ld *,*. 

Thea said he unto them* Therefore every seribw 
which is- instructed onto thfe kingdom of heaven, is lite 
untfr a nan that as an householder, .which bringeth forth] 
out of his treasure thing* new android* * 

And it olnte to pass, that wfcetv Jaaus tad- finished 
these payables, he departed thence, 

ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS. [ 
The SekU, whieh lay near the sea+qhott, seem to haver 
fitrnUhed our Loan with* allusions in the payables of tha 
teres, the treasure hid in the field \ and the gram of mm*%- 
Uwd-deed; the sea itself naturally smggeated those of the 
toercbantman seeking goodly pearls y and. of the net nubkk 
gatbertth of every kmd. There wai something peeu* 
liarlypleasiog in tb» method of instruction, whfcb was 
adapted to all capacities, and more likely to be retained 

than deep reasoning and learned discourse. 

Bpaior Saviour's explanation of the paralble of thf 
taressjawtmtto taught, that the Gospel, represented by 
{he. good teed, is. calculated to produce righteousness in 
aty'ninds ; but its efficacy is frequently obstructed by tin 
•ngjjpstians of the devil, who tajfes advantage of men'a 

idleness 
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idleness and supineness to lead them into errir, which hi 
productive of sin, and they by this means become? the 
children oi the evil one: thus it happens that there is in 
the world a mixture of g*d and bad people ; so that we 
find Goo is not the author of evil, but the devil* Goo, 
indeed, permits evil, in order to shew* forth his power, 
justness* and goodness ; for he makes e**eri bad men in* 
strumental to the purposes of his providence* Some- 
times they become! though they 1tnow\itnot, like the 
proud Assyrian king, the staff of God's Sftdig**tk>k r for 
the chastisement of other sinners ; aud Go n frequently 
renders their darling vices* punishments; to themselves* 
Wickedness also furnishes many occasions for the trial 
of virtue and tlie exercise of' goodness, and so. contri- 
butes to the ultimate happiness of the children *f th* 
kingdom* It would he impossible to entirely extirpate 
a4i the nuiefod, without involving the good in a variety 
of misfortunes ; we mast therefore perceive, that it is 
better that they; should be reserved for a future judg- 
ment; and we find that, at the end of the world, our 
Lord will come with great majesty and solemnity, at- 
tended oy his holy Angels, to render unto every ©no 
according to his deserts. 

The comparison of the jW seed and the tares , is not 
only applicable to the world in general/ but may be ex* 
tended to every Christian in particular* Christ sows 
the seed by affording us the light of the Gospel, and he 
will supply us with divine grace for the cultivation of it j, 
but Satan will endeavour to counteract these gracious 
purposes, by his delusions and temptations* Eadstf us, 
then, instead of censuring the actions of others, afcoukf 
endeavour to reform our own hearts, that, at the great 
day of final retribution, we may be received into, tlie 

* - kingdom, 
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kingdom of heaven, and escape those dreadful punish. 
ments, which will be greater than imagination can paint* 

Ottr Lord has not left a particular explanation of the 
other parables related in this, section ; but we may un* 
derstand by that of the grain of mustard-seed, that the 
Gospel should prevail against alt opposition, and at 
length spread far and near, TJus parable was prophetic* 
and we now behold the completion of it. The mustard- 
tree ajluded to was of a different kind from what grows 
amongst us.: travellers relate, that in the Eastern eoun* 
tries this plant increases to a very large size. 

By the similitude of leaven our Lq*x> signified, that 
'inconsiderable as the Gospel then appeared, it would 
work its way in the world, as leaven, Jbjr insensible fer*. 
meniattOit, «oon spread itself through the whole mast 
of bread. . * ' 

The parable of a merchant seeking goodly pearfs 

seems to describe those persons who, in search of wfi'- 

iom and happiness, find by the word of God, that 

.these are included in the knowledge and practice of 

Christianity. 

The net which was cast into the sea signiftrtP that 

persons of all nations would be invited to Christianity; 

. and that many of each would be received and rejected 

by our 'Saviour. In this he again alludes to the day 

of judgment* 

Thus did our Lord, in a manner somewhat obscure, 
but sufficiently clear to an attentive mind, teach inf- 
portant truths that were unknown- before. He required 
his jostles to consider themselves as Scribes or expounds 
crslsf the* Gospel ; intimating, by the" comparison of a 
prudent householder, that it was necessary for ministers t* 
lay in a store of Scripture knowledge, that they might 
be properly furnished for the edification of all who 

should 
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should come to, them for instruction* and be able to 
prove divine truths, by arguments drawn either from the 
old or new dispensation! as occasion m|ght< require, 

SECTION XLVI. 

.fAtt Of lSAt*H'8 JPMPHECt MlLAtlXQ TO TH*> 
. f MESSIAH, . 

frtm Tt'aiah) Chap. lxi. 

The spirit of Jehovah is upon me, because Jeho- 
▼ah hath anointed me. To publish glad tidings to the 
meek hath he sent me ; 40 bind up the broken-hearted ; 
to proclaim to the captives freedom ; and to theboonden 
perfect liberty : 

T6 proclaim the year of acceptance with Jehoyah, 
and the day of vengeance of our Gob. To comfort all 
those that mourn ; to. impart gladness to the 'mourners 
of Sion .; to give them a beautiful crown, instead of 
ashes ; the oil of gladness, instead of sorrow ; the cloth* 
ing oJF praise instead of the spirit of heaviness* litift 
they may 'be called #trees approved ; the plantation of 
J»Bty**l for his glory *. 

Ye shall be called the priests of Jehovah : the minis, 
ters of our God shall be your title. Instead of your 
shame* ye shall receive a double inheritance; and qf 
your ignominy, ye shall rejoice in their portion : for in 
their land a double share shall ye inherit ; and everhst- 
.ing gladness shall ye possess. 

For I am Jehovah who love judgment, who hate 
tapine and iniquity : and J will give them the reward 
of their work with faithfulness ; and an everlasting 
covenant I'wijl m^ke with them. 

• A pttt df Uiit pr4ph«ey fc omitted, at it sceats to relate tfetirety 

*o m future rotoirtttoa «f &« J«*s. j 

Atid 
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And their seed shall be illustrious amongst the nations, 
and their offsprings in the midst of the people. All that 
see them shall acknowledge them, that they are a seed 
which Jehovah hath blessed. 

' I will greatly rejoice in Jehovah; my soul shall 
exult in my God„ For he hath* clothed me with the 
garments of salvation; he hath covered me with the 
mantle of righteousness : as the bridegroom decketh 
himself with a priestly crown ; and as the bride adorneth 
herself with hercostly jewels ; 

Surely as the earth putteth forth her tender shoots ; 
and as a garden maketh her seed to "generate; so shall 
the Lord Jehovah cause righteousness to spring forth, 
and praise in the presence of all the nations. 

ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS. 

In the foregoing passage we may conceive the Di vinr 
Word, as speaking by the m«uth of the Prophet, antici- 
pating the times of the Gospel ; describing the office of 
the Messiah, and the happy effects of which his preach, 
ing would be productive to the meek, or those whose 
minds were disposed to receive it. 

In the Jewish state there was every fiftieth year a 
Jubilee, or year of general release of debts and obliga- 
tions, of bondmen and women, of lands and possessions 
which had been sold from the families and tribes tp 
which they belonged. This institution was a type of 
the release from ipirituol bondage to be given by the 
Messiah/ The year of acceptance with Jehovah wat 
(as we may judge) the Gospel Dispensation, including the 
first promulgation of it, and the day of final retribution. 
During this period all who mourned % according to the 
sense .in which our Saviour used the word in his Ser- 
' men on the Mount, were to be not only comforted, but 

filled 
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filled, with joy • to be- particularly distinguished as a 
holy people, and to receive a double portion of spiritual 
blessings. „" . 

That they might,- when they possessed these inesti- 
mable advantages, know from whence they were derived, 
the Prophet was inspired to speak expressly in the name 
of Jehovah, and promise, that he would Himself be. 
stow on trie faithful those rewards which his Anointed 
One should publish ; and that they would be of Eternal 
duration, and descend from jthem to their posterity. 

The latter part of the prophecy describes the joy and 
exultation that would arise in the hearts of the faithful, 
fsom. being, through the mercy of God, clothed *witb 
lal<vation } and covered nvith righteousness. 

SECTION XLVII. 

JISUS GOETH TO NAZARETH. 

From Luke, Cbaf. iv. — Matt. xiii. — Mark, vi. 

And Jesus returned in the power of the spirit into 
Galilee: and there went out a fame of him through all 
the region round about. 

"And he taught in their synagogues, being glorified 
of all: 

And he came to Nazareth, where he had been 
brought up : and, as his custom was, he went into the 
synagogue on the sabbath. day, and stood up for to 
read. 

And there was delivered unto him the book of the 
prophet Esaias ; and when he had opened the book, he 
jfbund the place where it was written, 

Tne spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he hath 

anointed mc to preach the gospel to the poor, he hath 

_* t sent 
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*cnt me <to heal the broken-hearted, to preach deliver* 
aoce to the captives, and recovering of sight- to the 
blind, to set at liberty them, that are bruised : 
To preach the acceptable year of the Leap* 
• And he closed the book, and he gave it again to the 
.minister, and sat' down : and the ^ye$ of all them that 
were in the synagogue were fastened on him* 

And he began to say unto them, This day is this 
scripture fulfilled in your ears. 

And all bare hioi witness, and wondered at the gra- 
cious words which proceeded out of his mouth* 

And they said, Is not this the carpenter's son ? is not 
bis mother called Mary J and his brethren, James, and 
Joses, and Simon, and Judas I 

And his sisters, are they not all with us ? whence then 
Jteth this man, all these things ? 

And he said unto them, Ye will surely say unto me, 
this proverb, Physician, heal thyself: whatsoever we 
have heard done in Capernaum, do also here in thy 
country. .: , 

And he said, Verily I say unto you, no prophet is 
Accepted in his own country. 

But I tell you of a truth, many widows . were in 
- Israel in the days of Ellas, when the heaven was shut 
up three years and six months, when great. famine was 
throughout all the land: 

But unto none of them was Elias sent, save unto 
Sarcpta a eity of Sidon, unto a woman that was a 
widow* 

And inany lepers were in Israel in the time of Eliseut 
the prophet; and none of them was cleansed, saving 
Naaman the Syrian. 

m And all they in the synagogue, when thejr heard these 
things, were filled with wrath, 
s .j And 
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• And rbic «f,and thrust him out of taechy^ and led 
torn unto the faow of the bill (w&ewn their- city was 
built) that they might cat v him down headlong*, .' 

But he pacing through the midst of them, went his 
way. And he coald there .do Ho mighty work, save 
that he laid his hands upon a few sick folk, afld heated 
them. > 

And be marvelled becanse-of their unbelief. And he 
went round about the villages teaching. ' * 

ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS. . 

It was observed in a former section, that Our Loud 

-did not begin his public preaching at Nazareth, think- 
ing it best to establish hia reputation in other part£ first* 

'as those "who bad kndWn him in private life, would be 
most likely to disbelieve his divine fiiissioa: and we find 

'•that, even after be had in different places given a nurn- x 
ber of proofs that be came cut from God? his country- 
men were quite averse to receiving him even as a Pr«- 
phet 9 notwithstanding there were many that. followed 

•him, who bore testimony to his wonderful works,. and 
his fame was spread throughout Galilee : such is the 
force of popular prejudice! . .* ? - 

It seems to have been our Lord/s constant practice to 
attend public worship on Sabbath-days, not only for the 
sake of example to his followers, but to do» honour ito 

* The Father. 

>• Out* of: regard to jou* Lord's reputation for -gravity 

and wisdom, the ruler of the synagogue, after a para- 

- graph of the La<w had been read, desired nimble read a 

. portion of the bofy Writings which regularly n&ade- a 

part of public worship. ••*•• . * 

Tlie boojts *>f Scripture did not consist* as oofs do, of 
separate leaves sewed or bound- up -together* but w&e 

eacli 
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tfaiflfwrSftSh oh large scrolls of parchment, and tofkS 
upon «#t> artidks ; and thirfbrnrtrre; Jews still retain* irf 
ffceir synagogues. There were sCvett readers evefy Ssb*. 
bath-day, 'one a Priest, another a* Levite, the rest IV* 
raelires of that- synagogue; 

• TBe t book' of Isaiah was given to our Saviour," Who 
finding the lesSoYi for that day, read it^ arid sat dowfi/ 
asthVcustomwas, to expound it. The people, having" 
Heard of his fame, attentively expected his discourse/ 
when he directly appropriated to himself that part whicl* 
he-read; which was' declaring himself to be 4 the'TvfES- 
sfiAH, 2nd at the same time explaining the nature of 
nis office. "This day," said he/ "is this Sc¥i{>ttir6 
firlfllled irt your ears." ' The S*iri¥ of the'LoKo is 
upon me in an extraordinary degree. I arri appointed* to 
preach the Gospel, and qualified for the office. lam 
sent to the meek' and' humble, to those who' are frilly 
penitent, to prdclaim the gla'd tidings of Salvation, i 
arh come to those who* are bound by their* sins/ and in 
Sjnritaaf darkness, to bring them deliverance, and" open 
tfieif eyes, tfat they may be* converted; and' I may heal 
tfteita. Behold, flow is the accepted time, now is the day 
Of "salvation. If you rejoice in the year of jubilee, when 
your debts' are remitted", and your inheritances restored^ 
rejbiee mttu when redemption from death is promised 
yon, wlieh an eternal inheritance is offered. This,' we 
may conceive, was tne purport of our Lord's exposition 
of tKh famotft prophecy ; but to describe the graceful. 
ne*s of his eloquence is impossible, " for never man 
spake* as he spake." 

The outrageous behaviour of the Nazarenes justified 
the* sentiments our £ori> entertained of them, who gave 
a fresh proof, that he knew all hearts,' u and needed' 
Dot that any should testify of man; for he kn%w what 
" .WuV* K * was 
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was in man. 9 ' The particulars, which so enraged the 
Nazarenes were his comparing himself to two suqh .&,, 
now Prophets, and them to those corrupt Israelite* 
who had bowed the knee to Baal ; and they were more*, 
ever exasperated) that he should intimate God's inten- 
tion of shewing favour to the Gentiles* On this occa- 
sion, our Lord saved himself from their fury by a mi- 
racle; fof, though 50 justly provoked, he would not de- 
part from the mildness of his character by inflicting any 
judgment on them ; the rancour of their own obdurate 
hearts, and the loss of the means of grace, were suffi- 
cient punishments; neither would he submit to their 
rage, as he had much to do oh earth; but He observed 
It his disciples, that the unbelief of the Nazarenes was 
^uite astonishing to human reason. 

Whoever reads this passage of Scripture with atten- 
tion, and a pious mind, must wonder at the wickedness 
of the Nazarenes ; let us, therefore, carefully avoid 
an imitation of their crime. We have no opportunity of 
rejecting ov& Saviour personally; but it is equally sin- 
ful to reject his doctrine. The Nazarenes refused to ac- 
knowledge him to be the Msssf ah, because he was 
their countryman \ many persons in these days deny his 
divinity , because ho came in our nature. The offence, 
I apprehend, is similar y and if we thus dishonour our 
Saviou*, he wiH neither enlighten our minds, nor de- 
liver ut from the evil consequences of our sins; but will 
secretly withdraw his grace, and leave us to ourselves, , 

We may observe, that our Loan did not read {fee 
whole of the prophecy ; the reason for which, seems to 
be this, that it was foreign to his purpose to produce 
any more of it than was necessary to prove that he was 
the Messiah/ 

f SECTION 
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SECTION XLVHI. 

^KtlST SENDETH OVT THE TW'SJLYt AfOSTLftS/- ^ 

Aww Matthew, Chaf. i%^Mart, % iu v 

- AifD Jesus went about all the citie* ani)VJH*ge4* 
teaching in their synagogues, and preaching the; gospel 
i>f tj*e kingdom, and liealing every sicknes^ and every 
disease among the, people. • / 4 ..... , 

But when he saw the multitudes, he was nxjved^vi^t 
compassion on. t£cm, because they - fainted, and .we» 
scattered abroad, as sheep having jk> shepherd* ^ 

Then with he unto his disciples, the harvest truly i* 
plenteous, box the labourer* are few* . 

Pray^ye therefore the Lo&» of the harvest, . that he 
will send forth labourers into his harvest* 

And when he had called untohim his twelve dis- 
ciples, he began .to send them forth by two and two, and 
commanded them, vsaying, Go not into the way of the 
Gentiles, and into any city of the Samaritans enter ya 
not., - 

But go rather xq the lost sheep, of t^e house- of Issael. 
t i And as ye go* pleach, saying, The kingdom of heave* 
4s at hand.. Heal the sick, cleanse the lepers, raise th# 
dead, cast out devils ; freely ye have received, freely give* 
. Provide neither gold, nor ailyer, -nor brass* in your 
purses, nor scrip, fox your journey j; neither two cca|sj 
siei^fr shoes, nor y,et stages ; (£r the workman, is iflatw 
iby of his. meat;) ,. * > ; , (> - : ,,„ , , f .,. 

i, And into whatsoeyer ^ty^.tOfrarye^i^all^erteiu 
<juire who in it is wotthjv and there abide tjjl r #e, g# 
whence. -;* • ,,.-,. .. ,, . • ;, % , 

And when ye come into an house, salute it* A&l if 
K a the 
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the house be worthy, let your peace come upon k ; but 
if it be not wortt^IKt youf jfeice retern to you. 

And whosoever shall not receive vou, nor hear your 
words : when ye depart out of that house, or city* shake 
Off the du^^ of ypnt, feet, * •• 

•Verily I say unto yon, It shall be more tolerable for 
tfo^flfroj^Sodom and'Gcfeaorrfit^ in the Sty of judg. 
JeNlAf*:tlufe £* that tit-Jr. ' 

ftohoftl| I aend : yott for* **a sheep mi the midst <tf 
wolves.: be ye therefore wise ax *6rperiti^ and harm- 
Jfefcr &4-<tftfves, 

-^thieware of men, for they will* deliver you up to 
.the councils*-/ and they will scourge you in their synai 
go$ut£. :-'-'••• 

x And ye shall be brought before governors and kings 
Jbr my safce,for a testimony against them, and the Gen- 
tiles. * . 

kut when they deliver you upi ta£e m> thought how 
0t wfitt ye stfalTsjieak, for it shall be given you in the 
Jame hour' what ye shall speak. 

For it is not ye that speak, but the spirit of yourFa^ - 
ther which speaketh in you. 

And ~ : tKe-brdtner shall deliver op the' brother to 
defcthj and the_ father the child: and the children shall 
rise^up against their parents, and cause them to be put 
to death. • 

' And*ye shall be hated of all men for my name's* sake : 
But lie that endureth to the end, shaft be saved; 
" 9ut : wHni they persecute- you in this city, flee ye 
onto another: for verily I say unto yon, yeshaH not 
Have goYte- over tL. cities of Israel till the Sow of Man 
become* • ' 

The disciple is not Above hia master, nor the servant 
ftborufaii lord. 

It 
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It is erwqgfribsjJse d*cipk that be he** kb*mt&, 
and the servant as \&s lord: if the# ^ave.. called, the 
. xnaatec of the house, B«aJ*€buW l«>w *Biwh iBdic Aall 
thijf call them of hi* booaehqW ? 

.. Fear not them tterefore j for there Js;afttl|i»g covered* 
that*hall not be revealed; and hid, that sh*M*rJot te 

* What I tell you -iq darknees, rfet aptsk ye in tight > 
and what ye hear in ifo car> that jfceach yei«J»n the 
bDase-Uops* N 

Aw} ^ not them whiqh kiH the body, fa* ft* hot 
able to kill the soolj But I wihibfewam jrba whom?* 
•ball f<J*r ; Featr him, whfch afe» he *ath fcttkd, .fcatfc 
power to east into hell $ yea> 5 Iaiy tyito yo*> Feachiitu 

But *he verty /hair* of yeujr head *{e all number**. 
Fear ye not therefore, ye are of more value .fhaa *aarijt 

:3^o^oev^^iffQ«..^)frll foofct* &ie Wore ancny 
him will I Coitfes* also before *W father irftfcb 4. in 
heaven. But whosoever shall deny me before men, him 
will I ajso deny )>efiije jny Father which is ip,beaven^- 

Tfieretore "aTso said 'the wisdom of Gbb, I will send 
thorn pr4pbett and ajoades, aad sojae.vof them - jgicy 
shall slay and pe&ecate. , . « • ■ ,* , ' . ... .•; :. 

That che : blo©4 of att tjbe pi^j^eti^ whifeh. wa? flbej4 
from the, fouotjajiof* of the. worlds pay be fequirod of 
thrs .generation*. ;. " • V. * • - - T^ 

Think not that I. ajnoofoe to said ja*©* fro. eattb; X 
earn* not totend peace, but a Iword* ::„o.T : » 

For I am ctfme, to set a m&ir a*> iferjano* fcgajast &a 
father, aad tie tfaughttfi, against h,efc mother,; aad th* 
jjlaa^W-inJaw'agaiftSjt^ •./■. 

AsA * man's, foes shall }m tfaeyuof hit owl* hotttefeBleV 

Ift> tft&Jpwb faite*. tec <*»fcfe;J&tf* than roe, it 
r,\ '• K 3.. not 



sot worthy 0f me:* and Tie thatlovWh son or daughter 
more than me, is not worthy of me* 
• And he that takefth-n+t hh cro$» l and followeth after 
me, is not worthy of roe. * He that findeth his liley 
shall lose it :' and he rhat loaeth his life, for my sakt, 
sbalifindtt. * : -r. t h . 

He that receiveth you, receiveth me : and he that re- 
ceive thine, receiv*thhira that sent me: 
. He^tjiat receive a prophet in the name ofa -prbpheey 
shall receive a prophet's reward : a*d he that feceivethi 
a righteous inan in the* name of a righteous man) shall 
receive a righteous itum'« reward. ' • 

'And whoisoeyer shailgive? to drink unto on* of these 
Hule ones, a cup of eold Water only, in the name of ^ 
disciple, verily I say unto you, 4ie shall in tio wise los^ 
His reward. --• • '-"- .*. - '/u--„\ ,.*/.•■* . v-. 

And they went out and preached that men should 
repeat. And** they cast out 'many devils, *M ano;4«A 
with oil many that were sick, and healed them. ' ' * 

jj' ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS. 

V At -thirty greats of age, men jh the Jewish church 
might be made doctors, and become teachers of the law* 
Christ being past that age* had a legal right to ex. 
pound to their- synagogues 3 and he took these occasions 
of preaching the Gospel, and confirmed* the- truth of it 
%yi ntany miracles. In his progress through the villages, 
our Lord was moved with compassion at seeing numbers 
'who stood in need of spiritual instruction, desirous of 
knowing the truth, but separated and divided by thi 
different opinions of the Pharisees and Sadducees, *c« 
ttneemin What doctrine to rely on. -Our Lord pointed 
theft out to his**s«tfH8S^as^bj6ois ©fpity, deserving of 
i* a ■ +. - - their 
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their prayers j and when he had excited, in the mMt 
of his apostles, sentiments of benevolence, he commis- 
sioned them to go and preach in different places ; bat 
previous to their departure, he gave them authority over 
all unclean spirits, to east them out, and to cure every 
kind of distemper through his name. Our Lord sent 
them out t*wo and tatw, that they might he agreeable 
companions, and assistants to each other in their work. 
He commanded them to go to the lost sheep of the house 
of Israel, because it was ordained, that the Gospel should 
be first preached to the Jews; and he enjoined them not 
to receive any recompenee for the cures they should pexw 
form, but to exert their power in an honourable manner, 
freely imparting to all, as he had imparted to them. 
To relieve his disciples from solicitude in respect to 
means for their? support, he desired them not to make 
the usual preparations for their journey, but tnist cheer- 
•lolly to the providence of Goo, who would sooner work, 
"a miracle for their relief, while they were thus imme- 
diately engaged in bis service, than suffer them to want 
subsistence. The only circumstance they were to attend 
to> in respect to their places of abode, was, to make ecu 
qui ry concerning the character of the inhabitants, is 
' their own reputations would be endangered by an intimate 
connection with disreputable families; and our Loan as- 
sured theft) that whoever should entertain them with hoi. 
pitality, would be repaid with blessings, and tht)t these 
who rejected them would incur the divine displeasure, i 
It was customary for the Jews to shew their venera- 
tion for their native land, by wiping the dust off their 
feet, when they returned from a journey to any Gentile 
country : in allusion to this, our Loan commanded hit 
disciples to do the same, in order, to intimate, disk 
those who rejected the Gospel were so longer to be re- 
K 4 garded 

Digitized by VjOOQLC 



( 20* .) 

jajded g* t£e people, $f?G*D,<hut iqxp.* k^-wiihitta- 
^ .ti^n4<Jpl*tofis,. Such pei»Qqs.we«e worse^^> 7l th$iplfa- 
1 rbfPW { qf §pdo& and Gomovha, b^cau^e t% swi^d, 
-VfttastitolWe light and gneatejrfiurour. 

pur fan? wajnedbis disciples. of the^rid*%$. t tfaey 
wfifuW encoun#r, qo* ^pnljr in xhe present *jy*ditioo, 
.fou in future; and gau^iqngfi i}^ t* Vw4\U§Wc<rWr4r 
^QSW* -W& to be harness flod ioafcnsive in tfc^jj.«w\. 
du£$. All that related to the persecutions they wopjd 
jnfiet >\pi*h was tnfrketk) and was flfftrwrfs aipply fu^. 

*WU .... 

. - FSW <W JUo^s's /e$jN-e«joOj that ty jvw* cay* to settjL 
$*MW.m*h % <ft£.'<we jpawf Mt in&r, tl^a^be^.tf his 
.eWRJnjK.-w.a3 \o4is/^jhe^ace,^f the Qwifa'ii only 
djaea^ £a/Qfttcl ^ criiel^e^ajpn* &a£*r<g^£fi<g pi 
tiftttflttf 90: afimpt qf the $0£k)j fa>ip #f bftt&:*#r 

*«**&; <&#i aJ*# Jo^pr* iA^l^p^^^|Krt(M^^e A t 
i«^W$tfirt<V ti^ *^^^ - , ' . 

&fi:*Wmt ife/lft tp Jtfeaqfe :jsd ^m^WnA J&kf wm* 
AlfiJWa fob *ftagh %89«Bi:j"tf .ilUtfMfe'jfew *W* 

«tafafe£ **;&*#& *h* &**/ toifeiwmww ^4 *$*g*i!g 

JBUK***; i&vii* .<*)*£ otf -rf Meg pfl&fesftiC irim fift& 

atop Nrttiftri w*b *il, aj mi ^taPi^C«wS^iftP)ia® 
hating «f*fti* w©v«r^d.irfiiiaf 4J sfi |^|.;, ,{£j}i A eg$. 
jwaop j^w* <t# hay<r bm pofi^w. t? *bc A^s^c ige, 
tta&u&d «*A*igo oi^mim^om wwmoftxiiimg*tw$m 

. * "• Tiumgi iw\ J*e ju>.'*. 4kopu«e ««& puztjc *l#f ty. *A- 
jiifesse^ *&Jii* twelxw Apoafc^abere.jtfe flaajty fH*t» of 
* useful to 44 QyiKtoi^ .. . . \ . .» . i 
I:*'.* .;. : . *w 
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power, censufce, c* citficujp 
of the world, io^lead us intaapy fin. » ,.^ 

Toe very hairs of your beat are all numbered, anf 
ye are of 'more value -than many 4f arrows. .._,.- * 

Sincere Christians are under the* constant an4 pecuji.af 
protection of God, so tnat bo one canjsossiMy lpj^Mp 
them withouV his knowledge and consertt. His provi- 
dence is extended even to the animal creation; his ser- 
vants, therefore, Mf Mbiy felj? 6ti'ft. 

Whoever shall confess mehefyre men % *f>, ,. , , a .. ..., 

It is noi only our duty to brieve in &f V ST * fc 
publicly to profess our belie?, by an observance of all 
his divin&«r(titaleev*n4*b eiwteirwrf. to imitate the 
example of his yirtues. ^ 'yhose whp. tj^us, honour their 
Sa.vVcvur ; wiir Wpeculiarl}; fionoured jn-the presence 
of God, ano^m the si^h't of Apg^., q 7.7 i ; *., s '. ., 

Rw* *u;^ </<*«* i»* v &c* , . , , , 

In times of persecution there a^e_ niaqy temptation^ to 
-deny Christ: hoV is? thu» fgfi o$ impiety, ami* *$Jelitj 
without "danger. In every gay company,, wfere* religion ♦- 
accidentally becomes £ topic, pf con vcrsa.jipn^ |o^jwllI 
De Touhil to^ tiifn a Tntp ridicule. », W^mev^ there- 
fore, we are engaged in >uch a pafty, let fl^t : il>a fear of 
Beihg thought llliteraf and precise, lea^us.to cpunte- 
nance wii' i^Dipju.s^mirithi. but let^^^cail f<? pur 
minds uie, words of bur SAYjpyR A flri4 *pt be airajdfor - 
1£&amed to own ourselves Christians, ,. . • 

IVb^ver^baUfi^JO foinh # fljjj #>&« A^4r w^ 4e # »- - 
* ^he.smajlest faYpw: .0^0$ to Ae meanest J3feris{ia^ jgp* 
ttie sake, of Christ, will jp- accepted by p^u, benevpj^nt 
$fvi*yi as if r 4ono ^ Wm^^^.keWaj^.|)Oth 
* V" * ^ ""' ' "K-i/ " "' * " ' * : ' with, • 
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with present and future blessings. And it is the same 
in fe'spect'to 'honouring God's faithful ministers, or 
esteeming any other person,, on account of his Ghris-' 
"tianprofession. .:-*>•.-•' 

He that tafoth not up his enss and fojfawcth mc t is 
W worthy of me, 

. This relates 'principally to the times of persecution ; 
but it may be universally applied, since there is no 
Christian exempt from trials and afflictions. l * 

.SECTION XLUL 

THl DISCOURSE CONCE&HIVfe JOHN t»B BAFT 1ST— ** 

THE Vf^RAIDIHG Of BITHSAIDA; fcc. .* ' 

••• v. • <••'*■' ; \ » 

From Matthew, Chcp.xu — Luh,viu .".- 

And it came to pass, when Jesus had made an endf 
of commanding 4 his twelve disciples, he departed thence 
to teach and to preatn^n their cities.'* 

Now when John had heard in the prison the works of 
Christ, fe sent two of his disciples, • 

And said unto him, Art thou he that should come, or 
io we look for another ? 

'•• Jsstfs answered and said onto them. Go, and shew 
John again those things which ye do hear and see ; 
The blind receive their sight, and the lame walk ; the 
- Jepers are cleansed, and the deaf hear; the dead are 
raised up, and the poor have the gospel preached $o them. 
And blessed is he whosoever shall not be offended 
- in me. 
" And in that same hfcur he eurtd many of their infir* 
* nifties and plagues, arid of evil spirits 5 'and unto many 
' thkt were bfind> he gave sighr. 
1 ^Aid-as ^ th^4rp»tcd/ Jestts fcegaii'to Ha/ urit> the 
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^attitudes concerning John, What went ye out into the 
wilderness to set f A reed shaken with the wind ? 

But what went ye oat for to see ? A man clothed if* 
softVaiment ? Behold, they that wear soft clothing axe 
In king's houses. 

. fist what went ye out for to see ? A prophet ? yea, £ 
say unto yon, and. more than a prophet. 
1 For this is be of whom \t is written. Behold, I senf 
my messenger before thy face, which shall prepare thy. 
way before thee. 

Verjfiy I say onto you, Among them that are born of 
women, there hath pot risen a greater than John the 
Baptist : notwithstanding he that is least in the king* 
dom of heaven, is greater than he. 

And from the days of John the Baptist until now, tip 
kingdom of heaven sufiereth violence, and the violent 
*ake it by force. 

For all the* prophets, and the law, prophesied untfl* 
John. 

And if ye will receive if, this is Elias which was fox 
to come. He that hath ears to hear, let him hear* 

And all the people that heard him, and 'the publi- 
cans, justified God, being baptised with the baptism dL 
John. 

But the Pharisees and lawyers rejected the council of 
Goi> against themselves,- being not baptised of him. 
-. And the Lord said, Whereunto then shall I liken the 
men of this generation ? and what are they like } 

They are like unto children sitting in the market* 
place and calling one to another, and saying, We havje 
piped unto you, and. ye have not danced: we have 
mourned to you, and ye have not wept. 

For John the Baptist came neither eating bread, nor 
drinking: wine ; and ye lay-, He hath a devil* 
.. y ; U * "The; . 
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v *ft>' Son of Man is come eating and drinking ; an* . 
ye sayy Behold a gluttonous man, 1 and a wfne.bibb*r, tf 
friend of publicans and sirmcrs. ** 
'*• Bat wisdom is justified of aH her <?hifdren» 

Then be^an he to upbraid the cities wherein most of 
nil mighty works were done, Because ihey repented oat. 

Wo unto thee, Chorazin; Wo unto thee, Bethitfida: 
ror if the mighty works which were dfcne in yoa, had 
fceeifdone In Tyre and Sidon, they would have repent**' 
long ago in sackcloth and ashes* 
' ^ *But t say unto you, It shall be more tolerable Jor Tyre 
*nd Sidon at the day of judgment,' than for- you. 
*"'- Ahdt thou, Capernaum, whkh are exalted unto fcea- 
yen, shalt be brought down to hett :' fb»'-if tfc« mighty 
Shorts'* which hava been* 'done in thee, bad tefeen done in 
"Sc^foih, it* would have remained utitif'tMi day, : 

But I say unto you, that it shall be mdre tolerable 
%br : the land ot Sodom, in the day. of; jd^meot/, than 
fqr thee. 

*"'* At that time Jesus answered; and -said, I thank thee, 
O .Father, Lord of heaven and earth, because thots- hart 
*Kid Chese' things from the wise and pruifent, and hast 
Revealed them timo babes. » » .*• 
» \Even so, Father, for so it seemed good in thy sight*. 
2J L A\l, things' are delivered unto me, of my Fathers and 
bo* rn^p ttioweih the Son, bat the father: neither 
^nowetfi'atSy man the Father; save the Son, and ke to 
whomsoever the' Son will reveal* him/ * •■'* 

~" Come untp me, all ye that labour,' and ar£'1)eavy 
^den, and x 'T will give you rest. : ' • • * 4 

^ ,r 'TaKe iaf yoke upon "y oof, and lean* of mey fef - 1 »acn 
meek and lowj/ in heartland ye shall find rest- who 
your souls, * "* 

For my yoke k easy; and my butdei* is Jight. '- -' 
' • ' ^ - ' . ANNOTA* 



y Google 



I *» 1 



» ;ANN0«ATIOM« aot REFLECTIONS. 

. White the Baptist was shut up irf prison % he was pre- • 
denied from bearing, public testimony to Jesus as the 
MwsiAH. ; but it. appears, that some of his disciple's, 
Jgste&d -of following Jesus, as John had directed them 
*9,d0t flftl'lCiCM-ftd. to hjm ;.and that the jealousy thejr 
fcad forjMeriy entei tainei for the honour of their Master, 
was increased by the £.rcat success of our Saviour's 
XfLiHUtry. They represented to John the wonderful 
things which were related concerning our Lord's mi- 
nistry ; and, it is probable, debated among themselves, 
whether he was the Christ, »r Eljas, whom the Jews 
in general £3&£CJte4 to appear on earth before the*coming 
of the, Mbs^iah^ By thus obstinately adhering to the^r 
JUastfj^ thesf disciples, frustrated the great end of his 
jaissioo ; iD#tead^ therefore, of repea-tiqg his testimonies, ^ 
wbioh had. made bo irrjpressioo o» them, John referred 
tbeiQ- w> Jesus himself i and they accordingly came 
with ; th* i#,»e kind of question tfcey had proposed to 
th& Bapt^t # eaqjiking, as if in their Master's name. Art 
tbfi% fa that, thould com<^ ar dp <we look for another ? In- 
*teaief waking a direct answer, our Lord in ttejr pre- 
sence performed* rn^Dy miracles,, and appealed to these, 
v»s proofs of hii Messjahthi£;. and then- coroHianded 
John's disciples to return to their Master, who would 
mKlaufctedly^^oofixin their Relief in Christ, by shew. 
.kg that the Prophets, had. foretold such things of tjje 
M**ii*«> , Our JLoZD also admonished them to hty 
aside the prejudices which had hitherto obstructed their 
Jhitha&aX *bey J»igbt he jjarjtakers of the blesses which 
.ie.came to dispense* v . .;; 

When the disciples were gone, our Saviour delivered 

an illustrious testimony t&iteJto&m'x eharajener ; ob , 

.« * * terving, 
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serving, fC that he was a man of rigid virtue, of honest 
upright principles, the very opposite of those' 'who de- 
light in the luxuries of a court. He was not a reed 
shaken with* the wind, but immoveable in principle, and 
steady in testimony. He appeared a Prophet in unfbldl 
ing the genuine sense of ancient prophecies, and enforce 
ing them with circumstances unknown and original ; ift 
opening and characterising the Gospel-kingdom of the 
Messiah, in proclaiming his immediate approach, and 
predicting many of his attributes.'* 

And even more than a Prophet \ in baptizing the Mes- 
siah to his office, in attesting his actual presence, in 
pointing him out in person as the Redeemer and Sancti- 
~fief of the world, and the Son offjon. 

" But, notwithstanding the great honour and advan- 
tage the Baptist enjoyed, every Christian is superior to 
him, as comprehending mere evangelical truths than he 
could do who died before our Saviour. John was the 
Herald to proclaim the kingdom of God to be at hand; 
but every Christian is a member of it. John only ex. 
peeled what every Christian has seet* fulfilled V 

Those who thought themselves entitled to enter into 
the kingdom of heaven, the Pharisee* and doctors of the 
law, were excluded from this kingdom ; while many of 
those whom they esteemed unworthy, became members 
in defiance of them: this seems to be the meaning of 
the violent taking it by forte. 

To prevent any farther expectations of the Prophet 
Elijah, our Loan solemnly assured his followers, that 
John was the very person who was to appear in the spirit 
and power of Elijah. , 

+ ** There was a great contrast between the character 
of Jesus and John. Jesus lived in cities and public 

• Pisbop KcwM's Ditscrtatigpr, f tt'td* 

place* 
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place*, and was of a social turn, John sought retirement 
and solitude: Jesus was indulgent, John rigid and 
severe; so that persons of all taste* might be gratified* 
Our Satuour pointed out this difference between him* 
self and his forerunner, and exemplified by a parable the 
inconsistency of th£ Jews in rejecting them both ; and 
> added, that though those who pretended to be wise and 
learned presumed in this manner to slander them, those 
who* were truly wise and religious would admire the 
beautiful variety in the conduct of divine Providence, 
which was so adapted to answer difihent purposes, and 
to promote the general design of God's glory and man's 
salvation*" 

Among the sinful generation of the Jews, the cities of 
Bethsaida and Chorazin, which, had enjoyed the advan- 
tage both of John's ministry and our Saviour's, were 
the most inexcusable, excepting Capernaum, which our 
L.«rd had particular reason to upbraid, because it had 
been his principal place of residence, where he had spent 
much time, wrought a number of miracles, and delivered 
many excellent discourses. Tyre and Sidon were deserv- 
ing of their fete, because they abounded in luxury, 
pride, and contempt of religion; crimes to which, as 
national ones, God seems to have annexed, from the 
beginning, peculiar judgments* The vices in Sodom and 
Gomorrha, which provoked the divine vengeance, were 
so heinous, that those who practised them were not fit 
to live in sdeiety ; and those who connived at them, ex* 
posed themselves Xq the danger of being involved in 
that punishment, which there was reason to think would 
ftll upon such impious offenders: but our Loud knew, 
that there were in each of these cities some who would 
hate repented, if they had been as well instructed as 
''.-<• the 
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the inhabitaati of Jkthsaida and Chora z in, only it was 
not consistent with t$e gradual display of Christianity 
that they should: be so:, he therefore intimated, tnat, 
ihov^gb all had been- included in the temporal calamities 
that destroyed those * cities^ ft discrimination would &e 
made at the day of judgment and allowance given for 
tin* of ignorant a* ,to which, the inhabitants of fiethsaida, 
Arc, could lay no claim. ...,.:♦ 

By the expression^ being* /j/W j# ./« heaven^ ana* 
htmght dwju to folk as applied- *q the #w*#* if only 
vacant a great degree of exaltatipa and abasement. In 
our Saviour's tim* ; the$e. three places were wealthy 
cities, but they were afterwards reduced to, inconsider- 
able villages. 

The crime which our Le&p imputed to tftese cities 
was not want of faith, biU . of sifftntanc*; from which 
we way infer, that though many believed bin* to te 
«$emirom God, few were inclined te reform their Uvea. 
.This affords an important lesson to all Christians, 

T^ei« is reason to suppose, that our Lord felt. a com- 
passionate concern for these wretched cities, and was 
comforted with reflections on the happiness- afforded to 
the humble ; on which he brake out into that bene'vo- 
kat exclamation, " I thank thec,,Q Father, &c." e*- 
pigsaiveof bis sense of Go p's righteous dealings with the 
Jews, aad his owe acquiescence in the. sovereign will 
4lid pleasure of the. Father. 

Our- Loro nex* iwformed hu followers,, that ajl 
#*1W. **»* &*&* W J him;- tbaj.he' was intupatety 
,itoi*ftd with the FArXi*!*,,. but in a manner so inewfn- 
t hmAl*i that no. man- could conceive the nature of tie 
'ttott* i that he had a perfect oo^geptioii of theSuimiMB 
JB**ho, wfcich&o per* mafrooott ,ha?e * neither covJd 
5 \. anf 
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any know all that they were capable of understanding 
in relation to the PpiFY^'tyife&it were revealed to 
them by ^ the Son, who was" commissioned to make a 
covenant of peace with mankind 1 ; our Lord then gra- 
ciousI>^J«v\tod *U irtiOJweire Udan>with iniquity, or in 
bondage tp ceremonial observances, to submit to his 
precepts, which would ease their minds from the heavy 
burden they at present laboured under ; since his pre- 
cepts weje .tljjt most easy to practise, most agreeable to 
reason, Infinitely, preferable to a liceptioua freedom o£ 
xnin4, and $qch/as woujA infayibly 'secure them from 
the woes jounced against BetT^sa^a, &c. No Tariher 
preparation, he intimated, was necessary for their coming 
Jo Jyny jj^n £$*$£, ff mmd; and.jn this particular 
$f Y -$$ $? W&iMP ?f — °^^ eiUra^e,:' who, T poJ~ 
withstanding the dignity of his character, -humbled 'Kj» 
soul^ot^opi an^ disdained no^ to instruct and beriertt 
ifl%n)cjnd, V ' \ / trf J_ ; ' '*, '. ' ' ' / '. '" * 
From thfs secjjdp *Vf j£§ja tjie 6*ai}ger; % oI '*%earjkg ox 

Since persons of superior unclefs tannings are fre* 
flPWQft ftaaijjgh ..tf*W pv^o-pf^ obstinacy, and inat- 
tW^J^WM pf.^iWP? trjuths,; while pthefs^who^ 
are, in respect to their general jcnpwkdgej • baUes iu 
fPnjpaj^p^ppssess iJ^ truest wisdom; Jet us imitate 
the »jWf^?V..Aft iaWBr,. apdv rpi jii> tp the Word 0/ 
G? n :&%9 t WQ$ V? < je ^SQriptjifC. B ^r/ l^rVction. ^ ^ Anci 
as all things are iteUyered {©/-the Spy fey the Father,, 
tet^s.^glw&jlji^ Sp.jp to -give us, the true knowledge 
pt ?tyrf£4?%$*> ; *M l|sten .with Joy jo his gracious in. 
^tfatipijjjhat we maj te ea&ed of-our, buVdenj* of, sip aiii 
sorrow* 

-.' ". >:&. SECTION 
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SECTION LI * - • 

THE DSATH. OF JOHN THE BAPTIST. 
' * *Fr*m Marky Chap, vii. -^Mattbetv, xin 

And when a convenient day was come, that HerocJ, 
on his birth-day, made a supper to his lords, high cap. 
tains, and chief estates of Galilee : 

The daughter of Herddias danced before. tfiem, and 
pleased Herod and them that sat with him. 

And he svvare unto her, Whatsoever thou shalt ask 
of me, 1 will give it thee, unto the half of my king- 
dom. "..''-' 

And she went forth, and, said unto her mother, What 
shall I ask ? And she said, Tlie head of jdlin. the. 

?v* u ,"/.'• ;,;\\. ."" ■•;■ '/', \ ■.. \'\ 

And she came in straitway with haste utitb tjie king, 
.and asked, saying, I will that thou give me. Vy and by, 
in a charger, the head of John the Baptist* 

And the king was exceeding sorry ; yet for his oath's 
sakei and for their sakes which sat with hioij he would 
not reject her. 

And immediately the king sent, an executioner, and 

commanded his head to be brought: and he wteiit and 

beheaded him in the prison, ' F 

. And brought his head in a charger, and gave it to 

the damsel : and the damsel gave it to her mother. * . 

And when the disciples heard of it, they caih^ and 
took up his corpse and laid it in a tomb. 

When Jbsu$ heard of it, he departed thence by ship, 
into a desert place, apart: and when thfc. jteople had, 
teard thereof, they followed hint on foot out of the 
cities/ 

ANNO'CA. 
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. ANNOTATIONS j^kd: REFLECTIONS* 
* It has been already ' mentioned, that this Herod 
was Herod Antipas, the son of Htrod the Great; Philip 
was not he who was Tetrarch t>f Itortaf, but a younger 
brother, named Herod Philip. Herodias- was the 
daughter of Aristbbulus, another son of Herod the 
Great $ she was niece to her husband. > Herod seduced 
her from his brother, who was a private . person, and 
tempted her to partake with him the pleasures of a 
court, promising to marry her, and put away his pre* 
sent wifp, the daughter of Aretas, king of Arabia • : 
. Herodias was convinced of the great regard whicfr 
Herod entertained for John the Baptist, and that it was 
in vaini to attempt persuading him to. put him to death it* „ 
his hours of calm reason and reflection'; but she i#u 
patiently watched for an opportunity of brimprevenged 
on one whom she regarded as her/worst enemy** A% fcogril 
a -public* festival was kept for the celebration; v bf th& 
king V birtfoday, when she introduced Salome, th* 
daughter whom she had while she lived wkh Philip, ft [ 
young lady remarkable for her beauty; and in order 
to gain the favour of Herod, desired her to dance before * 
the company. The circumstances of this shocking story 
chill one with horror ! Who could suppose any JUptheft 
would be wicked enough to command her daughter t«r 
snake such a barbarous request, as* to have a good, an' 
innocent man 1 slaughtered, to gratify her revenge? Who 
would think any daughter, could so totally ovjcrcoineitta} 
tenderness natural to her sex and youth as to comply ^ 
with r it ? As for Herod, he surely must hare: been in a 
state of intoxication ; yet it appears that he had not 
lost the power of reflection, for he was exceeding. sorry* 
yet, for his tatb'j sakr, and lest his guests should despisa 
him for the breach of it, he resolved to keep it. 
" * * J&hop Newcome's Dissertation j also Josef bus's Antif uitiet. 

5 w * 
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1 We may conclude thlt atk thecoiripany bore secret 
eronity to Joh»,:oQ ; account t>f JtUv^achtflg **p sejem- 
ance and amendment «f lifc^. foe not one became -bio 
advocate J. and he dted a martyr, after haviag lived * 
Mfe of exemplary holiness* 

Frdm this traasaction we leata, that malice and ne* 
renge, if they once take possession o£ the mind, knos? 
lio bounds, .'and naturally incline. the hchct it o acts: ©f 
cruelty : every one t&erefbte.shouM^diaarorirfto stifle 
Hie first emotions of thorn*, it likevriBein&tiraclsm^ thai 
it is dangerous to indulge 'in sensual adeaiute*) since 
twtue and irortaoify ^erieaafly fell asacaifiaettoitftenur 
We are also taught ahat rash oaths and iaconsitieralt 
promises should be [carefully avoided^ since itky aa»a4rjr 
produce bdfh sin and so* row. ....... .1 . : 

lat'th^^otdesjise the crarftyahd ingaa^OBiic iif^ 
Heju&asV be; thankful when t&ey a« afltnnirished ,te 
tkirigoodl^.iand'ier^liDaa wHq are*hookadttt ;the. r honrid 
tetattand ttihich abe-garve i© aer daughter n£ji>io£ ffciit 
Aey 4ave iettdrjpacente; but Aohld it be *be ssahajp} 
lb* *f any who *nd foe* 3uatt>r# to .ba*c baBi £areo$a|- 
Jet tjieavaaladiiy lescdve not? to-eoitiplfr wsfli.dny. «»/&£ 
oiafctaands, ijitt to a^rform theifildnty; to.-G^p. « <h> 
Hi** fia<*e* Nodiinfe can sink a wowah ih the «yea Of 
the "wor&i^oie than ameJty, because, it is- the Vefcy. re*. 
*erse crfftkat anufewwii ifhscfaits the chufcterfctic of her 
l^.anfi.triueh. ib dbsoluteiy ndfcetsary td enable bee a# 
j^rftoitt, .the< offices of the <wjfe+ the nutter,: **& . tb* 
J»W;» -♦.•;. . . • 

* After t§ir ebfe^m' which oferScK^toKJa pa$sed $£** 
Joha f she finptist, it .is needless to- say any., thing fat the* 
OB*i;s*tftaeaater. Wfy it adtased <3*w>. to suffer bias* 
thus so: fall byt the hands, of his enojnie*, we are oof 
told,, bux maty be certain i* **$ fe* wfaft-an4l3Pf4 pw*? 
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p»ses. John had done the work which fire Lo*i»'ap- x 
, pcrinted'lfim foflo; and it was the will of the Almighty 
to take him $6* a better world. There is, I think* no 
flbubt btft that Itfs mind was thoroughly prepared for 
tfeath; an& : if W, an t^eiuii&n was much less pain than a 
^seastf woufoflfeVe bVen r "besides, it was more honourable 
to die by martyrdom than by a natural death, and a 
glorious' reward* is annexed to martyrdom. Before John 
wasimjirfedntd, there were great 'dissensions between hi* 
disciples and' ttfose of Jtes'us ; and had he continued at 
liberty, it is likely these would have produced greatet 
divisions ; or had he retired from the world, his doc- 
trines might have Ween "forgotten : but, without doubt, 
Jdhn continued, when iri pnJan, to* bear private testiL 
mony to Jesus, for he was not a reed shaken with the 
wind of persecution. It war scrpposed that John was in 
die prison a year and a Haff; during which time ouir 
Lord wrought so many miracles, that his fame spread 
far and near, and John *s -disciples were at length con- 
vinced that he was the MEsftAti; and "after the death of ' 
their Master resorted to him. 

On hearing that John was beheaded, out Saviour 
Retired into the deserr, knowing, as we may suppose, 
that Herodias would seek his life; which it wasnkit 
proper to expose to her rage ; as his ministry was not - 
yet completed. 1 '- 

: SECTION IX 

# JESUSEATS WIXH- SIMON, THE PHARISEE. — TJB* 
n PARABLE OF THE TWO DEBTORS.. 

And one of tfttr Pharisees desired Mm: tfiat he wouffl 
eat with Tumi And he wen t into the Pharisee's house, 
ancr*£at down to meat* 

And 
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AM behold a woman in the city, which was* a sinnc^ 
when «he knew that Jesus sat at meat in the. Pharisee 'ja 
house, brought an alabaster-box of ointments . and ' 
ttood at his feet behind him weeping, and began to 
wash his feet with tears, and did wipe them .with tha 
hairs of her head, and kissed his feed and anointed then? 
with the ointment. 

Now when the Pharisee which had bidden him saMT 
it, he spake within himself, saying, This man, if he. 
were a prophet, would . have known who and what, 
.manner of woman this is that touched* him ; for she 
is a sinner. 

And J e sirs answering,, said unto him, Simon, I have 
somewhat to say unto thee. And he saith, Master, 
aay on.. 

There was a certain- creditor which had two debtors i 
the one owed .him five hundred -pence, and the other 
fifty. 

And when they had npthkig to pay, he frankly Jbu 
gave them both. Tell me, therefore, which of them 
will love him most? 

Simon answered and said, I suppose that he to whom 
he forgave most*. And he said unto him, ThouJiast . 
tightly judged. 

And he turned to the woman, and said unto Simon, 
Seest thou this woman i I entered into tljine house, 
thou gavest me no water for my feet: but she hath 
washed' my feet with tears, and wiped them with the 
hairs of her head. 

" Thou 'gavest me no kiss : but this woman, since die 
time I catae in, hath not ceased to kiss my feet. 

Mine head with oil 4hou ( didst, not anoint: but this 
woman hath anointed niy feet with oiatment. ^ , * 4 

Wherefore h say unto.thee^ Her sin% which are 

.:.vi.. .- .:.•„: WW* 
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many, are forgiven; for. she loved muc^ i fwxt to who» 
llttfe is forgiven, the same lovcth little. : - 

And he said unto her, Thy. sins are forgiven. 
;. £nd they tha^\*at*t jpaeat with him, began to say 
within themselves, Who is this that forgiveth sins also i 
■ And he said to. the woman, Thy faith hath saved thee; 
4jp in peace* r 

ANNOTATIONS an* REFLECTIONS. 

It is probable that the Pharisee invited our Lord 
with a view to ensnare him in his discourse ; and Jesus, 
knowing what was proper to be done on all occasions, 
resolved to accept the invitation. 

It was not the custom to sit upright at dinner, but to 
lie in a reclining posture, so that the feet went slanting 
from the table, and each person's head came to the breast 
of him who sat next him. It was usual for' servants to 
wash the feet of the guests with water, and anoint their 
taads with odoriferous ointment, or at least with oil. 

The woman who followed our Lord to the Pharisee's 
liouse, is supposed to have been a Gentile; and it is ima. 
gined that she had before been converted by our Sa. 
vi ova's preaching; and pardoned by him. . Piously af. 
iected with his benevolence, she was desirous *of "giving 
some pablic testimony of her thankfulness*. Thus did 
she honour bur Loan, while the Pharisee, notwithstand- 
ing his pretended knowledge of the 'Scriptures, coold 
not discover that he was even a Prophet; but Jesus, to 
prove that he was more than a Prophet, replied to his 
secret thoughts, and justified the* woman's actidn, and 
his own permission of it. 

Out Load's professing to forgive sins, gave great 
©fence to the Pharisees ; but instead of entering into an 
argument concerning his power to forgive sins, which he 

had 
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Sad on a'tffrfef.cJcdWiAii fflicflifte^*,^ra ; t«^tfertfl^ffi^ 
supposing that their dWTi tigntedtisrfe'ss w^^^e^Rei# 
he told rffeS^man, thar ^hfcr^jS'frtk^siPvei '*£;" 
ftnmiting tb* these -Pfiariictff tffe l^rtWr^of JAyr»i4nd 
assuring the* woman of the ejfic&fy of jr. ' r • 

* Ph)ilf biV'to*Klbr*s;pirable,and th^a^ifcatiori^if, 
we learn, that all sin is a debt ? which as sinners' carm&& 
pay, they-« ta#*d in- oeed- o£ forgiveness* . and that God, 
in his. infinite goodness, will pardon those that have a 
true faiii in his mercy through Christ : that those 
who are thiis pardoned, are bound to adore and love* 
their God asd Saviour*, and consequently to shew 
their /aith by forsaking their sins, and living for the" 
future according to the divine law, as far, as human 
frailty will permit'; in which case their minds' will* be" 
restored to peace and serenity. .Let us, then, as" we*" ire 
all sinners, endeavour by sincere repentance and* faiilT 
in Christ, to obtain God's pardon; and'be; thankful 
f©r the hope of salvation ; apd' let us charitably refrain 

-* '••''%■ * .. * * • .. ' _^w •.;* » 

from censuring.others, 

\ : v " ./SECTION LJLI." -.,-*/*..,.-,,*" 

. Matthew, Qh'ap.yLiyl — MhrJL, xi. " " ' 

• rAT thai ti^Herjpd jt^e.t^rar^Ji IfeardjOf tj^e fyp&ig 
Jtsv$a foriia name was spread abjoa^., . . # . ^ , v .. 

And he .was peiDleHed, and- said^urg^ ius,j«ervaiH^ 
John hay^ 1 beheaded : ,but> wjto is: tius, of,wh^|. X hear 
auch things ? .»;--. : ,. » . 

: Arid some said,,^t is Elias. And o^s. $a*4 JthfJ it 
fi jupjroDJbet^or a^onepf th^prophejs^,, . ,. .' :j 

** "•' •^'•sA'srttlaiii. ; :,:w >* : ;--- % - - 

But 
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\. But JEiexodsai&Jt ip, John the $aftcfc wta* IW 
headed; he. is iisen> froqi the dca4 and therefore PHghty 
.works do shew forth theouelves in him. 
And he desired to see hinu 

ANNOTATIONS *nd REFLECTIONS* \ 

In the account here.given, of Herod, wc have a lively 
instance of the power of conscience, that inward. mo- 
nitor, which the Almighty hath implanted in the human 
breast to. incite us to virtue, and. restrain us from vice, 
and to serve occasionally as our comforter or tormentor* 

.Conscience is, by a sacred writer, called The Candle of 
the Lord, which serves not only to discover to us, by it« 
light, what our du*y consists in, but revives also and 
cheers us with its bright beams when we do well ; and 
when we do ill, is as a burning flame to search and con. 
sume us. It is therefore the interest of every one to 
obey its dictates : for whoever wilfully acts in defiance 
of them, will most certainly kd in the end bitter an^* 
.guish and remorse. 

When Herod was solicited to put the. Baptist tp death* 
his conscience informed him, that it. would be a, very 
barbarous, ungrateful, and unjust action ; but rather 
than give offence to an infamous woman, and. expose 
hiipself to the censures of a set of corrupt courtiers, he 
gave orders for his execution. 

From this time- we hear no more of Herod, till we afe 
4eid of his alarm at the report of our Saviour's mira- 
cles; 'but from this circumstance we" may infer, that he 
suffered, as other sinners do, from the reproaches of con- 
science; and that, however he might strive to banish 
painful reflections, they were awajcened by the slightest 
accident. Had his mind been calm and serene, he~ 

Vol. V. L , woufd 
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would have easily discovered,, thafc our Lord was not 
Jihu returned from the dead, but that Holt One for 
whose reception* the Baptist had endeavoured to' prepaffc 
the Jews. But the king's fears suggested, that the 
righteous man he had murdered was come from the 
grav£ ttr take, vengeance for his iniquities and Ms own 
wrongs : he therefore, forgetful of his high state and 
character, exposed his apprehensions to his very ser- 
vants': for they operated so strongly en his mind, that 
lie could not conceal them. * e 

Since the reproaches of conscience are so powerful, 
let us endeavour to secure its : "applauses i and, in order 
to do so, we must avoid committing any actions that we 
know to be sinful, and perform, to the best of our abili- 
ties, every thing that the natural light of our own mind 
shews us is right. The highest worldly pleasure can- 
not counterbalance the pangs of guilt, which are always 
proportioned to our crimes. Let then no temptation, no 
interest, no influence whatsoever, sway us to do any thing 
contrary to the suggestions of conscience. Let us no 
more dare to do in private what that tells us ought ntifc 
to be done, than if the eyes of the whole creation were 
tipon us ; for if we escape the observation -of men, the - 
watchful witness within will record our faults, and will 
one day certainly reprove us and set our misdeeds before 
us ; and, according to its report, shall we be condemned 
or acquitted by our righteous judge *. 

* '* There is an excellent Sermon on this suVject by Bishop Attef- 
feucy* from whence the above reflections are chiefly extracted. 



SECTION 

j by Google 



( *19 ) 
SECTION LIII. 

THE APOSTLB9 I/ETVRN Tff JESUS.— -THE MIRACtE 
OF FEEDING THE FIVE THOUSAND WITH FITS 
LOAVES AND. TWO FISHES. 

After these things, Jesus went over the sea of 
Galilee, which is the sea of Tiberius, 

And a_ great multitude followed him, because they 
saw his miracles which he did on them that were dis- 
eased. ' . 

And the passover, a feast of the Jews, was nigh. 

And the Apostles gathered themselves together unto 
Jesus, and told him all things, both what they had 
done, and what they had taught. 

And he said unto them, Come ye yourselves apart 
into a desert place, and rest a while; for there were 
many coming and going, and they had no leisure so 
much as to eat. 

And they departed into a desert place by. ship pri- 
vately, belonging to the city of Bethsaida. 

And Jesus went up Into a mountain, and there He 
sat with his disciples. 

And the people saw them departing, and many knew 
him, and ran afoot thither out of all cities, and outwent 
them, and eame together unto him. 

And Jesus, when he saw much people, was moved 
with compassion, and pealed them that had need of 
' healing, because thty were as sheep not having a shep- 
herd :-and he began to teach them many things. 
- And when the day began to wear away, then came 
the twelve, and said unto him, Send the multitude away, 
that they may go into the towns and country round 
about; arid lodge, and get victuals : for we are here in 
a desert place. 
' ; L 2 He 
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He answered and said unto them, Give ye them to 
eat. And they say unto him, Shall we go and buy 
two hundred pennyworth of bread, and g*¥* d*m 
to eat* 

And he saith unto Philip, Whence shall we buy totad, 
that these may eat ? 

(And this he said to prove him ; for he himself fcncy 
what be would tk>) Philip answered him, Two bm^red 
pennyworth of bread is not sufficient for « thenv &** 
every one of them may take a little. 

One of his disciples,- Andrew, Simon Peter's brother, 
ispith unto him, 
^ There is a lad here which hath five barky loaves, and 
two small fishes : but what arc thpy among so mpoy } 

And Jesvs said, Make them sit down. Now. rthere 
was muck grass in the place. So the men sat dowo* kl 
number about five thousand. 

And they sat down in ranks by hundreds, and by fifties* 

And Jes^s took the loaves, and when he had given 
thanks, he distributed^ the disciples, and the disciples 
to them that were set dowry; and likewise of the fishes 
as much a3 they would. 

And they did all eat, and were filled. When they 
were filled, lie said unto his disciples, Gather up the 
' fragments that remain, that nothing be lost. 

•Therefore they gathered them together, arid filled 
twelve baskets with the fragments of the five bftrjtey 
loaves, which remained over and above unto them that * 
Mad eaten. 

And they that had eaten were about five ' tJiQUsatid 
men, besides women and children^ 

Then those men, when they had seen the miracle 
that Jesus did, said, This is of a truths that prop&gt 
that should co.ne into the world. 

- ; When 
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* When Jesvs therefore perceived that they would 
come and take htm by force, to iriake hrrn a king, he 
departed again into a mountain himself alone. 

And straightway J e sits constrained his disciple* to 
get into a ship, and to go before him unto the other 
side, while he sent the multitudes away. 

ANNOTATIONS and, REFLECTIONS. 

The law of Moses ordained, that every man of th* 
fctase of Israel should present himself before the Lord 
three trmes in a year, at the three great festivals ; and 
we are here told, that "the pssover, a feast of the 
Jews, was nigh;*' from whence we may judge, that the 
disciples returned to their Master, with a view of attend, 
irtg him to Jerusalem* to keep this solemn, festival. 

The Apostles, as they were sent out in the name of 
Qrtfcisr, were accountable to him, both for what they 
did lad preached. 

They punctually executed the Commission our Lord 
gfcv* them, and had the happiness of receiving hi* ap- 
probation, as we may judge from the tender stolici- 
tsde he expressed, that they shouM enjoy some repose 
after the fatigues they had lately undergone, and avoid 
the continual interruption given by the multitude; but 
tktoegh they by this irieans gained a little respite, the 
people* observing tlfe ceterse they stfeered (which they 
might Very well elo> as this desert was divided From the 
place they set out from by a creek or hay of the sea) 
' resolved to go thither on foot* *6 great was their impa. 
tience to attend out L*rd» With what amiable ki»&. 
nets did Christ receive them \ ahd with what tender pity 
did be consider their tthhafpy cdadition* neglected by 
their spiritual guides, and obliged to wander from place to 
L % place 
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place in-search of instruction ! Instead of dismissing them 
with anger for breaking in on his retirement, our Lord 
immediately began to instruct and heal them. 

The request which the, disciples made to our Sa- 
viour, was very natural, as they coald not foresee his 
gracious design; and though it was completely formed 
in his own mind, he did not immediately declare his 
intentions, as he meant to shew what a slender supply 
of provision's they* had, that the miracle might appear 
tljc more wonderful. From Philip's answer, and the 
proposal of one of the disciples to buy two hundred 
pennyworth of bread, we may conjecture that the com- 
mon purse kept to supply our Lord and his Aposjles 
with the necessaries of life, contained no more than that , 
little sum, amounting to about six pounds five shillings* 
How must they be astonished, when lie desired .them to \ 
divide their small stock of provisions among such a gfsat -_ 
company, who, bv his particular directions, were placed 
in regular rows on the grass, that their number might 
the more easily- be jascertained. • 

When our divine Lord had taken the loaves and 
fishes into his hands, he lifted up his eyes to heaven, 
and returned thanks to theJ^ATHBR ; by which he ex- , 
pressed the gratitude of his soul for the honour con- . 
ferred on his human nature, and intimated to the multi- 
tude, that the power he was about to exert was dfvine t ■ 
and such as.no mere man could possess. He then blessed 
, the loaves and fishes, whkh multiplied under his hands ; 
thus proving that the Divinr Word, which created ail 
things, was actually in him* 

. It is true, that. miracles, of the same nature had been 
wrought in the time of Elijah and Eiisha ; but an' at* 
tentiye reader may observe a: great difference between 
these Prophets and our Saviour. So far from pretend. ? 

ing 
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iog t<>;have a divine power inherent in them, they in- 
stantly referred the honour of these mighty works tq 
the Lord*. Our Saviour was the Lord Himself* 
incarnate, or dwelling in the flesh j.but, in respect to his 
human nature, inferior to the. Father j and therefor^ 
while he acted as God, he felt gratitude as Af**, know- 
ing that, withoet the union of the Deity, he could noi 
have performed such wonderful works. 

The loaves were of the coarsest kind of bread, and 
the fishes very small ones ; from whence we may vnfer^ 
that our Lord and his Apostles contented themselves 
with the plainest food. This teaches us a lesson of tem r 
perance and moderation, r 

Our Saviour commanded that the fragments which 
remained should be gathered together, that nothing 
might be lost. From hence we are instructed, not to 
waste the provisions which are given us by Providence 
for our sustenance and refreshment ; but to remember, 
that- though <we are satisfied, there are still maiiy who 
want; for. whom we should reserve the superfluities, an4 
.pot throw on the grass, to be devoured by the beasts and 
fowls, that food which was given for man, since the ap- 
petites of those creatures may be satisfied with victuals 
improper for the human kind to eat. t . 

When our Lor p. found .thai the people were deter- 
mined to ta *ke him by force, and 'make him a king, hi 
retired j for he regarded not worldly honours, which, 
however desirable they may 'appear to sensual mind^ 
have no Gharms for those who look for a heavenly king- 
dom, much less cquld they engage the attention of the} 
Messiah, the Hqlx pNE,,who was to reign over thit 

kingdom, 

•-'■■'• •• • -« -J 

* See i Kitags, xrli. 74. aJC «4f. 
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The* people who said, This is of a truth that Pttyhrt 
that should come into the tfiofld, alluded to tke follow, 
irig prediction of Moses ;# . 

The Lord thy Got> wHl raise up unto thee- a Prophet 
from the midst of thee, of thy brethren, like unto me * 
Und unto him thaHye hearken. 

» According to at/ that thou desiredst of the Lo*t> thy 
God in Hereby in the' day of tke assembly, saying. Let me 
not hear again the voice of the Lord my<GoD, neither 
let me see this great fire any more, that I die not. 

And the Lo r d said unto me. They have wctl spoken 
that which thy have' spoken. 

I will raise them up a Prophet from among their bre± 
thren like unto thee, 'and f will put my words in his mouth, 
and he shall speak unto them all that I shall command him. : 
And it sha'tl come to pass, that whosoever will mot 
hearken unto my words which he shall speak in my name, 
I will require it cf'him. 

From t'hU passage we Jearn, that fn compliance with 
the request of tlie people of Israel, tliat they aright no 
more behold such' an awful display of the divine Ma- 
jesty as fne/ had beheld on Mount Sfriai, <5our gra- 
ciously promised ftaf he would, in**ead of speaking urit<i 
them in thunder, and appearing in fire, raise op' a pro- 
pter; like unto Moses, to be, as we may understand, a 
Tawgiver and a Mediator, and that he put his own Wordi 
in the moii tti of that Prophet, who should be One of thi 
Jewish nation. 

Our Saviour was the only person since Moses whef 
appeared as a lawgiver to the people 6f Israel ; and therd 
was great resemblance between their characters Jh'many 
particulars, which none of the intervening Prophets had 



» See Deut. Chap, xviii. 
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possessed. It wis likewise evkfiftit t that the Loib-firf 
/a* to «uwn/r into our SavI 6*k'3 ttooatbj "for no rifc&i 
could speak ai Ke spake, except God were with* HimV* 
Many erf the Jews wese ft.jck wkB the rtfceifcblahce> 
and convinced, that he must he thai Prtfhit t&aisBbiil 
**ke. inis the <mtld, <fh width accouftt fltej* delirefc to 
make him their king* , 

• Whe*v«r believes tfa* Jisua #a* life Propter, in 
whose mouth the* Land put to 4<A# <NJV// cariftdtj 
consistently wiih that belief, retee to hearken t& him ; 
a*d whatsoever he hath taught/ it ft their indispensable 
duty to believe. Now, though Moses spake of the 
Mbs^i^i merely at * Ftfophef / ottf Lett* provedP ftinu 
adf to* be tnort; and rtp&ftegfy declared, tint he spake 
* the very wo'n/j »/God, in consequence of an intimate 
max wife tfaci D\rrir. Lejt utf, therefore,- pay atten. 
Tfon to «// which he" has* reveled-; remembering fflat, 
if we do not, God will call utf ftf account- •'• 



SECTION LIV. 

JISU* WALKBTH ON THE 8*A, 

-Ptkm Maitbe*6»j Chtif\ tf iv. 

And when Jesus had^setir the multitude* away, he 
went up into a mountain apart to pray; and when the 
evening was come, he was there alonev 

But the ship was now in themidtit of the sea, tossed 
with waves : for the wind waa contrary . 

And in the fourth watch of the night, when ttey had 
rowed about fiveJand. twenty or thirty furlongs, they 

• See a comparison between our Savxov* and Motet, *» Bishop 
Newton** Dissertations on the Prophecies* 
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*ee Jesus walking ©n the sea, and drawing nigh onto 
the ship: and they were afraid* 

• Saying, It is a spirit : and they cried out lor fear, 
For they considered not Ae miracle of the loaves, for. 
(heir hearts were hardened. 

But straightway Jesus spake unto than, flaying, Be 
of good cheer, It is I, be not afraid. 
, - And Peter answered hira, and said, Lord, 1f.4t.be 
thou, bid roe come to thee on the water. 
s And he said, Come. And when Peter was come 
down out of the ship, he walked on the- water, to go to 
Jesus. < 

But when he saw the wind boisterous, he. was afraid : 
and- beginning to sink, he cried) saying, Lo*d, save 
me. 

And immediately Jesus stretched forth his hand,, and 
caught him* and said unto him, O thon of little faith, 
wherefore didst thou doubt ? 

And when they were come into the ship, the wind 
ceased. And immediately the ship w^as at the land, 
whither they went. 

Then they that were in the ship came and worshipped 
him, saying, Of a truth thou art the Son of God. And 
when they were gone over, they came into the land of 
Gennesaret, 

And when the men of that- place had knowledge of 
him, they sent out into all- that country round about, 
and brought unto him aH' that were diseased, and be- 
bought him, that they might tmly touch the hem* of his 
garment 5 and as many as' touched were made perfectly 
fcrkofe.' 



ANNOTATIONS 
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ANNOf ATIOtfS ano REFLECTIONS. * 

It seems fo have been our Lord's constant practice 
to rehire tp prayer, after every extraordinary display of 
divine power* for he never forgot that this power waa 
derived .from Goo the Father* and aoch as he coold 
pot. h*T5« obtained by human means. 

Aft«r the: wonderful miracle which Jesus had latelj 
wrought, one. wouk^ have supposed that his disciples^, 
instead of being terrified and astonished at beholding 
iiim .walk. on the surface of the sea, would rather have 
fallen into transports of joy that he was come to saye 
them ; but. from- the expression* their Marts <were bar?* 
Jeued, we may judge that they sx ill continued to desire 
that he might declare himself king of Israel. 

Simm P*t*n was; of. a; warm and: zealous temper, ready 
.to undertake any thing his Lord required; but his re- 
solution : was apt to fail in times of extreme danger* 
Our Saviour knew and pitied the frailty of his nature/ 
and, on his calling to him to save him, stretched forth 
his hand ijnfnediately, gently reproving him for doubt* 
ing of his protection. 

It most have been. very, amazing to every one os 
;board to.find themselves sudfanly at " the haven where 
they wOA*ld be*i , ',after all. their ineffectual toil. to reach 
it. . Thi* was a very extraordinary circumstance, and as 
miraculous as his walking upon, the sea. Those who be* 
held this. astonishing transaction,, professed their faith in 
Christ, by paying adoration to him as the Son of Go© ; 
and who that reads. of it can forbear to do the same? 

No sooner was Christ arrived at the land of Geonesa» 
ret, than the inhabitants flocked to him j and that the 
whole neighbourhood might have the benefit of his 
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coming, tfeey sent to the adjacent plaees *p give notice 
of his arrival. It is likely, by the extraordinary respect 
which the multitude shewed at this time, that it pardy 
consisted of those who had been partakers of the miracu- 
lous supply of loaves and fishes. They must certainly 
have "believed that Jesus was a iltwt Being, otherwise 
they could not have supposed that the mere touching 
him would effect their cure ; and as «uch was their 
frith, our £okd was pleased to eonfirm it by a gseat 
number of miracles. 

Though we never can be exactly in the situation chat 
the Apostles \vere, arid, therefore, strictly speaking, can 
neither imitate nor avoid the errors of their conduct^ 
yet the history of tins transaction abounds with spiritual 
instruction, which may he generally applied. 

Christians, in order to exercise their faith, are fre- 
quently exposed to the storms and tempests of adversity* 
When, forgetful that their Saviou* is always at hand 
to hear them, they are too apt to give way to tenor 
and apprehension, till he kindly speaks peace to their 
souls, by the inward efficacy of his grace, or by the con. 
solations of his written word. 

: * The number of persons who are, like St. F*ut, zeal- 
ous to come to Christ, and who profess resolution to 
endure all dangers and sufferings' for his sake, is now 
-Comparatively smatl; but these few may learn, that 
they may safely rely on the divine protection in ail 
emergencies, if they will call on -their Saviour with 
fervour and humility. 
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SECTION LV. 
- *as*js oitcovfcrts wit* *hi jrwa coiciiy^ 

BKIAD. 

- From jfohfty Ckaf.vu 

Tut day following, when the people which stood on 
the other side of the sea, saw that there was none other 
boat there, save that one whereinto his disciples were 
entered, and that Jisus went not with his diaeiples into 
the boat, but that his disciples were gone away alone : 

(Howbeit there came other boats from Tiberius, nigh 
unto the place where they did eat bread, after that the 
!Lord had given thanks}* 

When the people therefore saw that Jtavs was not 
there, neither his disciples, they also took shipping, and 
came to Capernaum, seeking for Jesus. 

And when they had found him on the other, sia> of 
the sea, they said onto him. Rabbi, when earnest tfcoii 
hither? 

Jisva answered them, and said, Verily, verily, I say 
tmto you, Ye seek me, not because ye saw the mfcacles* 
but because ye did eat of the loaves, and were filled. 

Labour not for the meat which perished)* but : fi&r 
that meat which endureth unto everlasting lifi», which 
the Son of Man shall give unto you ; for him hath G*% 
(he Father sealed. 

Then said they unto him, Wfc*t shall we do, ths|t w* 
may work the works of God I 

J Rsvft answered and said unto them, ThU if tte work 
of God, that ye believe on him whom he hath sjant. ^ 

They said therefor* unto. him, What sign ahewest thou, 
then, that wo may sot, and btiiepcafce* } what do* tfep* 
work ? , . 

Our 
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Our fathers did eat manna in the desert; as it is 
written, He gave them bread, from Ijeaven to eat. 

Then Jesus said unto them, Verily, verily, I say unto- 
y«a,'M»$ei gave'you not that: bread from heaven; but 
my Father giveth you the true bread from heaven. 

For the bread of God is he which cometh down from 
heaven, and giveth life unto the world. 

Then said; they unto him, Lord, evermore give us 
this bread. 

And Jesus said unto them,. I am the bread of life t 
he that cometh to me shall never hunger ; and he that 
believeth on me shall never thirst. 
' \ But I said unto you,, that ye also have seen me,, and 
believe not* - . 

All that the Father giveth me, shall come to me: and 
him that cometh to- me, I will in no wise cast out : . 
- For I came down from heaven, hot to do mine owa 
will, but the will of him that sent me. 
' And this is the Father's will which hath sent me, 
that of all which he hath, given me, I should lose no*, 
thing, but should raise it up again at the last day* 
" And this is the will o£ Hinr that .'sent me, that .every 
one which-' seeth the Son, and believeth oil him, may 
have everlasting life : and I will raise him up. at the 
last dayv , , 

* ^he Jews then murmured at htm*, because he said,, I 
fcnvrhebread which came dawa from heaven. 

And they said, Is not this Jesus the son of Joseph, 

whose father and mother we know ?. how is it then that 

he saith, 1 came down from heaven. 

-• J* svs therefore answered and, said unto, them, Mur- 

muMiot among yourselvies.i i. * • . 

/j^lfc man can come '{quad,-, except tb$_ Father .which 

tia&Seiu me 4raw.Jim^ .iodXwilljraue him i$ aj&,*J*e 

last day. • 

It 
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--It i» written in the prophets,' And; ttejr shall be" all 
taught of Gqd. Every, man therefore that bath. heard,: 
and bath learned of the Father,, cometh unto me/ 
\ Not" that any man hath seen the Father, save h* 
>f which. is of God, he hath seen the Father. ' 

Verily:, verily I say onto you, >He that believe th on 
xne hath everlasting life. I am that bread of Jife; : 
: Your fathers did eat' manna Sa the wilderness, and' are 
dead. , This is the 'bread which.' cometh down from hea* 
yen, that a man may eat thereof, and -not die. 

I am the living bread, which came down from Bea 
veja : if. any man eat of this bread* he shall live for ever** 
and the bread that I will give, is my flesh, which I will 
give for the life of the world. 

The Jews therefore strove amongst themselves, say^ 
ing,. How can this man-give us his flesh to 'eat ? 

Then Jesus said unto them, Verily, verily, I say unto 
you, Except ye eat the. flesh of the. Son of Man and 
drink his bldod,.ye have no life in you* 
^.Whosoueaieth my ,fiesh, jmd drinketh my blood, hath 
eternal life, and I will raise feim up at the last day<w For 
ray ftcsh is meat ibdred,. and my blood is drink indeed* 

He that eateth my flesh, and drinkedv my. blood, 
dwelled* irr me, and I in bjm. 

As' tkt Eving. Fatfaei bath wait, me, and I live by 
the Father ; so, he that eateth me, even he shall live 

This is that bread which came down from heaven ? 
•rrottasyour fathers did eat manasy and are dead;' he 
t.hateatethof this bread shall live for even 
*. These things said he in thd synagogue, -as he taught 
iaOap^rnaum^ >>/■ J :.,.,. 

<> Many therefore tifhk diaeiples t ;wheti tjity bad heard 
th^saiid,'ThUii3r^rhaYa$aymg, who cka hear it? 
^' Whea 
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'..When Jtsus fcnehr in bimseifytba't hisdMzipfer mfc. 
inured at ity he said into them,- Doth this ofiendty oojf r , 

What and if ye shall sec the< Sen of Mm tsdt&d up 
where he was before* t . v '. 

It is the Spirit that ^juickentth, the flesh pittfitetfc no* 
thing* the words tail Jepeik tmtoyoi^itbey jqfciplrit, 
•and theyaileBfe: * - >. ~~ f .'..'" I £. "•• \..- . : 

fib* .there are some tt job that bdteVtf notv For 
Jesps knew, fieri* the begijmbgjKwbo they Were, thai 
believed not, aacLwho should betray ham n 

( And he 8»d^ Therefore said 1 vntp yctar f That no 
sum can come mrie me,, except it' ware givmr* /untokttn 
Us£the Father. ' '. r ■'' ■.•'•" - •'•• '-*- - 

From that time many of Ms disciples went: basfc, and 
walked no more with khlu i ; 

Then said J saos onto the twehrc, Will ye also go 
away? • • ■ ' 

. Then Snoot* Peter answered limv Loao* to wjscm 
shall we go ? thou hast the words, of eternal life* l < 
' Anjl we believe^ and are,, soft, thai thw* art* tbat 
Ckaaisr the son ofishrlawag Goto. ' : -»„■ . -♦•». 

. Jiaois answered them, Habre I, oot-cfiafieiiiyourtwelTe^ 
^fedcose of yao is a devil ? • 

He spake of Judas Iscatiov slab sftroof Snout Jot he 
iftwtt&atshaul&betn^hiin^bra - 

ANNOTATIONS a ?i> REFLECTIONS. 1 

Tfa tto mtnt jhet t pmkttk is to be tmdeattood mete 
worldly advaetagesuof every kind? w&ibfetfntt certainly 
jif^pei«haUe,na^at»^ andauu have at* end. By that 
meat which endurethfir ever, our Lord evidently- aidant 
Sihm&m ;B|? tMrngMamli tte Soirof M*w^to, in 
fact, tiapfctteftifatlt* waa tl» MrisatJWi^who^iaJ^^et 
* 7 *' 
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to his human nature was sealed by Got) the f athbr, or 
separated from the xes't of human kind, to "be in union 
with the Eternal Son of God. Our Lord's answer^ 
to those who asked hrm, what shaft n»e do that ive may 
tcori the work of Go d f plainly teaches, that Faith, or 
.belief in the MsssIah, was not only to supersede the 
ceremonial works of the law, bat ro supply the tlefici-' 
0ney of Aat perfect obedience to the divine will which 
was required of man in a state of innocence. ' 

When the Jews intimated a Wish that Jesus would 
prove the truth iof his doctine by giving them manna as 
Moses had done, our Lord taught them that marftia was* 
n# more than a type or figure trf the IJiTfcssiA*, whtf 
might justly be called the vme hrtait 2 of /^/because iff 
who Relieved in him should, through him, receive a/rw.' 
tffte of life, which should tiem be destroyed ; nor wouldt 
they ever have occasion to go to any bther but him fo* 
spiritual nourishment. By those whom tie Paths* 
woitti gto* him, we may understand aH who wfcre t&W 
sffvedtmder the Cttki stl an Covin awt^ namely, those 
who should testify a true-forth ; these Chrtst wiB *>wtf 
a~s his members; and » sqch t?hey wiH have a gforiou* 
Resurrection, and wHl assuredly enjoy everlasting life. 

The words, Unman can come to me, exceft the Father 
which hat sent me draw hrm, may be understood id' 
signify, that none but those who have a sincere desire to, 
please G*>d, and to be taught of God, caa-become 
Christians. "Whoever willingly receives our Savtour's 
doctrine, and believes in him, may be said to&e tanght of 
God, for Christ is truly God, and his doctrine k- 
heavenly. It is not -necessary to see* and converse with 
the Almighty Father, in order to be taught of Hhn i 
for dfvine instruction is communicated to mankind- from 
fhe Tattter by the Wori> of the Lord, the Eter- 
nal 
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nal Son ofGgd, and by the Hoj,* Ghost. The* 
Son is the true Bread of Life, for everlasting life comes 
by Hiuf alone. To eat of the Bread of Life, in a figura- 
tive sense, signifies, to receive with Faith the' doctrine of 
Sal v ation th roug h C u R 1st. To eat the flesh and drink the 
blood of Christ, may be understood to allude to the Sa- 
crament of the Lorjj's Supper, which our* Say x* 
o-tir designed to ordain* This part of our Lord's dis- 
course was quite unintelligible to the Jews, and it was. 
not clearly understood even by his disciples till after his 
resurrection, though calculated to furnish instruction and 
comfort to sincere Christians, to the e,nd of the world.' 
&VL might however perceive that the general design of it 
was, to teach them to prefer spiritual to worldly things > 
and to expect eternal life, through Christ, and Him. 
^lone* Our Lord's words concerning the Son of Man's 
ascending where he was before, certainly alluded to the 
pre-existenee of His divine natoire, and to His ascension 
into Jieavep after His resurrection. Sucji doctrine as our 
Lord here taught, was. entirely of aspir ituaLnature ; it 
had.no reference tp this mortal life $ and, those <who<e, 
m/nds -are engrossed by worldly, desires cannot compre- 
hend it. The disciples who left our Saviour upon 
this .account, must have .been those who followed him 
y?ithjhe expectation of his establishing^ w-/#£> instead^ 
of a heavenly kingdom. From the words, he knew from the 
beginning who it was that should betray him, we may. infer, 
t^hat before- Christ entered upon his ministry, he was 
made acquainted with every circumstance relating to hi* 
Sufferings, and that he willingly undertook the salvation* 
of mankind. Out Lord's question to the twelve was a* 
very affecting one. Will ye also go away ? Peter's an- 
swer was that of a true Christian, Lord, to whom should 
w<go? thou hast the words of t eternal life ; and we believe 

and: 
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and nri my* that thku drt.that Chjiist/ tbt Sat of the 
li*izittg God. 

Our Lord spoke of the disciple who he knew would 
betray .hlta tta-^vi/, becmisehe foreknew that, instead 
of being drawn of .God K or having a doe .regard to. 
the divine will, he would yield to the suggestions of th& 
dvvih Tim discourse of our blessed Louts abounds 
with the most important instruction,, and calls for the 
serious consideratiqn.of all who are dtestrtais of eternal 
life; as it shews the way of '-obtaining At, namely, by 
spiritually eating the true firead of Life*. L^t us not 
reject our Saviour's doctrine, and. go away from iiinv 
like *owe*o£ bis first disciples, because it does' not fall 
ift- Wth our worldly* desire^ buu rather »kfc js. imitate! 
the example of Peter, whose reply leads as to consider! 
tfce rtiser&ble cemdidonof those who. forsake Christ, 
h»virfg na other to:taisiJm; the excellency of his. re* 
ligtorij anti|h&6efftainaneaas.ix afcrds of obtaining a 
blessed life -after this; and the. authority and diyinfiu 
ebftitalttforydf piotk^r^ *rv wjiichi onr. faitK,;and-COfifi- 
dene** to Wm are built.: And(let us hold fait .'the pro*? 
ffession of o*r/rf*7i£without wavering; fo»then y will 
divine grace, co-operating with our own wilt, draw us. 
nearer andnearett to: bur Saviour, who- wiU finally re. 
ward us with everlasting life ** ; 

- ;' ' _SECTlbN LVI. >- .•■•■; 
j^sus heals the impotent man at the pool of 

• bethesda/ . 

• "*•' i: Brm Job*) Chap, y*. . A 

AlhrEVthis there ^was a feast ofjftt Jews, and JbsW 
went up to Jerusalem, - ••*•'■* 

• Sw? an admirable Sermon of Bishop Sherlock's on this subject. 

Now 

- 
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N&w t&rvc is at Jerusalem, by the *heepMnarket, a 
pool, which is called, in the Hebrew tongue,. Bethesda, 
h*v4ttg foe pouches. 

In these fay * gr«rt mirititnde of impotent- fdlk, of ' 
Mind, farft, Ottered, making, for the mpnng of die 

Wttfef* 

For a* aftgri went down at a certain season, fata the 
pari, ttnd trwibled the water : whosoever thcn.irst after 
tfcim&tfftigjaCvtie water stepped in, was made whole 
cfwhatemdfeeaBe he had. 

And aiGWtahnnan was there> which had an infirmity 
tttrty nwfceiginr'yeio. ' 

} When- ftoPs *aw hkm lie, and knew that he had been l 
nvw along tbae^iw that case, he said ante tiwj WiU : 
th» be mate mbdkt 

■ Tt* impotent ma* answered fch% SSr, I have *d» 
»aa, When the water is troubled, t« put me into the 
poo!.; bar while I am coming, another seef pctfe down 
beicre jne. i 

fawxa aaitfa onto him, Rise, take op thy he&i*m4y 
walk. And Immediately the mdn wa» made if hole j^ 
and t#ofc op his bed, and walked ± and on the «sjb* 
day was the sabbath. 

• The J*ws therefore said unto him that was cured. 
It is the sabbath-day ; it i& not lawful for thee to 
carry thy bed. 

He answered them/ He that made me whole, the 
same said unto me» Take up thy bed, and walk. 

Then asked they him, What man is that which said 
unto thee, Take up thy ted, arid walk ? 

And he that wa* hta&d wist not who it was : for 
Jesus had conveyed himself away,, a.mukitua^being 
in that place. 

Afterwards Jesus findeth him in the temple, arid said 

tiht£ 
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wtaohim, Behold, thiou ace made w/hofe : sia Mr more, 
lest a worse. thing cdme urit© thee. 
i the mat} departed, and told the Jtwi thac*ii was 
Jesus which had made him wbofew - 

<Apd therefore did x the Jews, persecute Jesus, .and 
sought to slay him, because he had done these things on 
' -Ae itehfcaihiday. 

But Jesus answered them* My Father worketh hi. 
"tJJsersa, and I work. 

r * Therefore the Jews sought the tntxre<«» kill htm, be. 
cause he not only had broken the sabbath, hot said- also, 
:diafaG©Er was his .Father, making himsetf equal with 

. HFaea. answered J®sps> and said unto them, Verily, 
verily, I say unto yon, .The Son can do nothing of him. 
self, -but what he seeth the Father do : for what things 
soewr he deeds* these also daeth.the Son likewise. 

For the Father loveth the Son, arid sheweth him all 
.things that himietfdioeth; and he will shew him greater 
work s. than these, :that ye may marvel; 

For as the Father raised up the. dead, and quick, 
'ened them; ;aven -s# the Son. quickeneth whom he 
will. 

For the Father jadgeth no man ; ' but lath'- eora- 
mit tetik all judgment untQL the Sen. « 

That ali mea should; honour the Son>^eveti as- they 
honour the Father. He that honoureth not -the Son, 
'hoftouretlTTior 4he IFather which hath seni him. 

cVerily, verily, I; say unto you, He -that he&eth my 
word, and believeth on.hiasi'that sent me, b*t2i Jexcfriast. 
iog.Hfe, and shall jiot come into condemnation : hut is 
passed from death unto life* 

Verify, verily,. I say unto* jm, Ife* hour iteming, 

and 
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and now is*, when the dead shall hear the voice of die 
Son of God : and they that hear shall lire. 
\ .For as the Father hath life an himself; 90 hath he 
given to the Son to havef life iri himself ;^ 

And hath given irim austhortty to execute judgment 
also, because he is the Son: of man. , 

Marvel not at this : for the hoar. is coming, in the 
.which all that are in the graves shall hear his voice*, 

And shall come forth, they that have done good onto 
. the resurrection of life ; and they that have done evil 
unto the resurrection of damnation. 

I Can of my own self do nothing : as I hear, I judger: 
and my judgment is just;* because I seek not mine own 
will, but the will of the Father, which hath sent m€. 
_ If I bear witness of myself, the witness is not true. ' 
There is another that beareth witness of me, and I 
know that the witness which he witnesseth of me, is 
true. 

He sent unto John, and he bare witness unto the truth. 
But I receive not testimony from man ; but these things 
. I say, that ye might be saved. - ' '. . ._ 

He was a burning and a shining light: and ye were 
willing for a season to rejoice in his light. 

But; I have greater witness than' that of "John : for the 
works which the-Father hath given me to finish, the same 
works that I. do, bear witness of me that the Fatherhath 
. sent me. , 

And .the; Father himself which' hath sent me, hath 

bprfte^ witness "of me. Ye have neither heard his voice 

, at any *Une» not seen his; shape*. -'■ •.! Jr 

. And ye have not his word abiding in ydu :: fof whom 

he hath sent, him ye believe not. ' •::• "' r . 

Search .the Scriptures, for in Jthem ye- think ye 

have 
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bave eternal life, and "they are they which testify of 
ine, * 

And ye will not come to me^ that ye might have life 
1 receive not honour from men. But 1 know you, that 
ye have not the love of God in yoa. 

I am come in my Father's name, and ye receive me 
not : if another shall come in his own name, him ye will 
receive. 

How can ye believe, which receive hondur one of 
another, and seek not the honour that cdraeth from 
God only ? 

Do not think that I will accuse you to the Father: 
there is one that accuseth you, even Moses, in whom ye 
trust. 

For had ye believed Moses, ye would have believed 
me : for he wrote of me. But if ye believe not his 
writings, how shall ye believe my words ? 

ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS. 

It appears that our Saviour constantly attended at 
the Temple on the great festivals, and conformed in 
every particular to the lanv of Moses ; not that he stood 
in need of expiation for sin, but it was required of him 
as the Messiah- to fulfil the ceremonial law ; and while 
the people were offering sacrifices for their own sins, the 
Mi ssi am might, with great propriety, offer his for them : 
besides, the presence of the Son of God in the Temple 
supplied the place of -the Shekinab or Glory, which was 
formerly displayed between the cherubims oh the mercy, 
seat ; and completed the prediction of the prophet, that 
God would make the glory of the second Temple 
greater than that of the first. 

There is great obscurity in the passage relating to the 
pool of Bettiesda, and learned authors are divided in 

their 
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their opinions : it will therefore be to little purpose for 
us to attempt giving the exact meaning of this obscure 
.passage ; all we can be certain of is, that from what* 
ever cause the water of this pool received its heat 
ing quality, only we person in a day could be cured 
by it. 

The Jews took great offence at our Lord's curing 
the man, and then with authority commanding him 
•«' to take up his bed and walk \" because carrying a bed 
they regarded as a breach of the Sabbatic few, which 
forbad bearing burdens in the usual course of ordinary 
occupations on the Sabbath-day : but the man who had 
received the cure, thought himself justified, as he acted 
in obedience to his Deliverer, who he concluded must 
needs be a person of authority sufficient to justify his 
dispensing with a ceremonial precept* 

^The Jews appear to have accused our Lord to the 
Sanhedrim. His answer to those who persecuted him 
because he had cured a man on the Sabbath-day, and 
commanded him to carry his bed, intimated, that there 
is a perfect union betwixt God the Father and God the 
Son. The w orks of di v ine grace, pro v idence, mercy, and 
justice, in short, whatever may be called peculiarly the 
work p/Gx>d, is going on at all times; the Deity has no 
need of Sabbaths for rest and refreshment; and were he 
to suspend, his divine operations one day in seven, as men 
are required to suspend their worldly labours, his numew 
rous creatures would perish. The works of the Messiah 
upon earth were of the same nature and tendency as those 
of the Father in heaven, and therefore equally suited 
to al( days ; but our Lorj> observed, that such works 
as curing an impotent man by a miracle, were small in 
comparison of others, which the Son in union with the 
Fatiu* was afterward*; to perform,, namely, raising the 

dead, 
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dead and quickening them> or, giving them a principle rf 
everlasting life. The wotkd judging mankind we find 
was committed to the Son, that he might.be honoured 
as God; and, considering the union which subsists be 
twixt the Father and the Stonj it is impossible to dis- 
honour the Son without dishonouring the Fathir, foe 
it is God that is dishonoured. 

What our Lord asserted at this time, he certainly 
designed for the general instruction and comfort of the 
world; and he enforced it with those emphatical words 
which he always used when he taught what appeared 
to be new doctrine, Verily , <verily, I lay unto you : We 
should therefore pay the greatest attention to them, anTI 
consider the wonderful benefits annexed to that faith 
which leads us te acknowledge the divinity of Christ, 
and to pay him homage as the So* Of God ; which arc 
no less than redemption from sin and everlasting death, 
and a title to everlasting life. 

With the same solemnity our Lord declared, that 
there will be a time for judgment, when he will raise, all 
the dead by his own pdwer ; at which time retribution 
will be made according tO 'the different actions of the 
good and bad part of mankind in this life. This power 
our Lord observed he could not have had as man with* 
out an union with God, for it is the exclusive privilege 
of God to judge his creatures ; as the MfcssiAif, the&b* 
fore, he did not pretend to 'judge them according to the 
dictates of human reason, but according to the will of Go D» 
For the truth of his assertion's, concerning his union with 
God, our Lord referred to thte tSstirnonjr of John the 
Baptist, who had declared him to-be the Son op God ; 
but our Lord did not rest the truthr of his words solely 
«pon the evidence of any man whatever, he appealed to 
his own works ; which work* were** t&tt time but be- 
v Vol.. V # M ginning; 
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ginning; but which! when finished, would exhibit a 
complete body of evidence: and while our Lord was 
performing these works, the Father, though invisible, 
bore testimony that the Son was hi union with Him ; 
since no man could do those works which Christ did, 
unless God were with him. The Scriptures of the Old 
Testament also bore testimony to the same important 
troth ; for the Lord, the Son of God, who afterwards 
took human nature upon him, was evidently in union 
with the Father, and always appeared as G<u>» It was- 
his glorious form, not that of the Father, which was, 
beheld by the patriarchs. Moses therefore, who wrote 
!he history of the Lord's transactions with the people 
of Israel, and foretold the coming of such a Prophet and 
lawgiver as our Lord Jesus Christ professed to be, 
might be said to accuse the Jews of infidelity, when 
they refused to believe that the Son of God was in 
union with the Fathe-r; because they . refused to 
hearken to him who spqke the very words of God 
and wrought miracles to prove that he was the Mes- 
siah foretold by Moses and the Prophets. 

What effect this discourse had' upon the council, and 
our Lord's persecutors* we are not told ; but it is most 
likely that their malice was over-ruled by divine Pro- 
vidence; and that, being unable to refute him, they 
steered him to depart, resolving to watch his words and 
actions for further cause of accusation against him. 
v From the explanation which our JjORD vouchsafed to 
give to bis perfecutofs, of the nature of his office, we 
learn, that it was such as no {nature could execute, and 
that the great Creator took the Messiah into union 
with himself, and Wrought, by his hand, and spake by 
his mouth; not controlling his will, but perfectly in. 
atructing his mind in the divine witt, to which his soul 

paid 

« \ 
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£ai<3 a ready obedience; and which he delighted to do, 
both for the love of .God and. the love of man x being by r 
nature allied to both. We also learn, that eternal life 
is the gift of God through Christ, an^ tint faith is 
necessary to salvation : that there certainly will be ft 
general resurrection, and a general judgment,. at which 
Christ will preside as judge : that he is to be honoured, 
by men as the Son efGov, the Son whom he loves, whm 
has in himself a principle of eternal life, and the power 
of communicating it. For a confirmation of these di- 
vine truths, we are referred to the testimony of God 
himself, and to the writings of Moses. Let us, there, 
fore, apply ourselves to a diligent study of the Oil 
Testament, that we may the better comprehend the Ne<w. 
Let us receive the Gospel with humility of mind, and 
-earnestly pray to our heavenly F ath e r through Ch a ist, 
for his grace to assist us in understanding whatever is ne- 
cessary foT our eternal salvation. 

SECTION LVII. ' 

i» • . ' % '. ■ r ' - '• \ \ 

JESUS DISCOURSES WITH THE SCRIBES AND FHARI- 
,. . SEES CONCERNING, TRADITIONS. 

Fntn J«hi> Chap. vii.—~Mari, -vii. — Matthtw, xv. 

AFfE,R these things, Jesus walked in Galilee: for 
he would not walk In Jewry, because the Jews sought 
to kill him. . . . 

' Then came together unto him the Pharisees, .and. cer? 
tain of the Scribes, which came from Jerusalem. 

And when they saw some of his disciples eat bread 
with defiled (that is to say, with unwashed) hands, they 
found fault. 

, Fqr the Pharisees, and all the JeWs, except they wash 
their hands oft, eat not, holding the tradition of the 
elders. 
:i!l M2 And 
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' ArJJ when tliey come from the market, except, they 
Wasn. thejr eat hot. And many other things there fee, 
whicn tKey /have received to hold, as the washing of 
cups, ana pbti, Brazen vessels, and of tables. 

, Then' the TPKarlsees and Scribes asked him, Why Walk 
not tfiy disciples ; according „to : the tradition of the elders, 
Hut eat Bread withjiinwashen hands ? 

But ne, answered, and said unto them, Why do you. 
also transgress the commandment of God fey your tra- 
dition? . . . 

tlor God commanded, saying, ftonour thy father and 
mother; and, 'He that curseth father or mother, let him 
die the 4eith. . '',«.- 

* But ye say, Whosoever shall say to his father or his 
mother, It is a gift by whatsoever thou mightest be 
profited by me, 

And honour not his father or his mother, he "shall be 
free. Thus have ye made the commandment of God 
of none effect by your tradition. 

Ye hypocrites, well did'Esaias prophesy of you, 

*W& "■• ' . • - ^ • 

This people draweth nigh unto me With their mouth, 
and honwteth~m&.whh their lips ; but their heart is far 
from me,. . . , '. x 

But in vain'uiey do worship me, teaching for doc- 
trines the commandments of men. 

And he called the multitude, and said unto them, 
Hear and understand. , 

Not that which goeth into the mouth, defileth a man : 
but that which comethout of the mouth, this defileth a 
man. 

. Then came his disciples and said unto, him, Knowest 
thou that the Pharisees were Qffended after they heard 

this saying ? 

But 
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, But be answered and said, Every plant which my 

heavenly Father hatfi hot planted, shall be rooted up. , 

let them alone ; they be Blind leaders of the tlipd*. 

And if the blind lead the blind, both shall fall fnto the 

Then answered Peter, and said unto him. Declare 
-to) to us this' parable. . \. . 

1 And Jesus said, Are ye also yet without understand- 
ing? Do not ye yet understand, that whatsoever en, 
tere'th in at the mouth, goeth into the belly, and is least 
but' into the draught ?] ' . "*!•! 

But those things which proceed out of the rnoutfu 
come forth JTrom the heart, and they defile the'inpn." 

For out of the heart proceed evil tljbughtij murders^ 

adulteries, fornications, thefts.' filse witness*. 'feiasphew 
♦r/t w»c3? .'":no irt-ivr n i. -m fin mo:. ,7 -.j .ajrfcui icf » 
raies. . { . r . K 

D ll rliese are the things which defile a man: but id eat 

with unwaahen hands defoeth not a man* 

•1 ,-)i^" ;• ■* * : .: t ' ■.. j r * o ?.:i - : o •. f.\>:!:-: 

.-;..) <,: i . .":'.. .. ..'•.'* . • '• .: irlr.vjo 

V, ^NNQTAXJQNfi .**» REFLEGTIONS..^,/ 

The Scribes and Pharisees were extremely, jealous of 
the success of our Lord's ministry, and; it seems, took a 
long journey expressly to, watch his behaviour,, for Jerui 
salem was eighty or a hundred miles from Galilee. ^The 
Mosaic Jaw enjoined Frequent washings Which were in- 
tended to intimate to the Jews the necessity ofjjurit^ ox 
heart: put the Pharisees made rijfttebusoesstQ consist in 
the act of washing, and carried the observance of thia 
ceremony to a superstitious height, on the authority of 
their forefathers only, who had made great additions to 
. the institutions of Moses : hay, tHey even neglected the 
observance of many precepts in. the divine law, that'they 
inight Conform to the traditions of their lathers*. 

My'"' '•'" Ewa fi.tT 
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Instead of T*ei°£ intimidated by their question, ou* 
Lord retorted tneir accusation, vindicating the honour 
of his Father, and clearly proving, that they themselves 
were transgressors'agaihst the law ; and as a proof of 
this charge, he observed ^ that God had commanded 
them to Honour' their' father and mother,' Which implied, 
that children should relieve the wants of their parents, 
and contribute as much as possible to their, comfort and 
happiness 5 whereas, their tradition was, that a man 
ought rather to * give his superfluities to the service of 
the temple : . so that, if a parent's necessities called for 
the assistance of his child, the latter might refuse it, - 
provided he could urge in excuse, that wliat was re- 
quired, q*f him had been dedicated to religious uses. . 

Our l*dk c »,' to wliom all hearts were" open, knew that 

}he great zeal the Pharisees .pretended to have for the 
aw of Moses* was not sincere,, tut assumed, to obtain an 
influence over the consciences of men ; therefore, he 
openly accused them of hypocrisy, applying to them 
what.%aiah had addressed to the superetitious -Jews of 
Jiis generation. This part of our Saviour,'.? cUscouisc 
appears to have passed with the .Scribes and Pharisees in 
private'; but, as the substance of it was of importance 
for ail' persons to be acquainted witn, he called the mull 
titude* to him, and told them, that their teachers gave 
them false doctrine. '' * - '* ", 

J . His disciples haying some apprehension that, the.dis. 
pleasure of the'Phansees/might lead to disagreeable conl 
sequence's^ hinted their fears to tneir Master, who de- 
sired that* they would .'not concern themselves about 
these men ; for since they were proud and wilfully igno- 
rant, they deserved to be rooted but, arid also their 
adherents. VIj seems; the disciples did not yet, fully 
comprehend the spiritual nature of the divine law; in 

respect 1 
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respect to defilement: Jesus, therefore, explained it t» 
them by a familiar comparison, which they could hot 
mistake ; signifying that what we eat and drink is no 
part of the hody, much less of the ***/, and that urn is the 
only thing that can defile the heart. Those who under 
the Mosaic dispensation ate of such meats as were for- 
bidden by the Law, were defiled and polluted in the 

-sight ofXSov i not indeed by the meats, but by the sin 
of disobedience, which had its place in the heart, before 
the forbidden food entered into the mouth, and re- 
mained there after it was digested and cast out of tly* 
body. 

The custom of washing hands was no farther com- 
mendable than as it related to cleanliness, which could 
not require sucti frequent washings, neither could it Be 
necessary to be continually washing their furniture and 
utensils ; but this tradition was calculated to give the 
populace a high opinion of the holiness of their elders; 
for the rule was, that if they washed their hands well 
in the morning, it was sufficient for the whole day, pro» 

ivided they kept alone ; but if they went into company 

< they . must: wash their hands, to cleanse themselves from 
the pollution they were supposed to have contracted by 
touching others. 

Frjom.our Lord's discourse, Christians are inf tructed 

, not to place righteousness in the mere performance of 
religious ceremonies, nor in the injunctions and inven- 
tions of men, but in obedience^to the commandments of 

• God, and purity of heart.' They also learn, that their 

^heavenly Father requires them to shew their obedience to 
him, hy a tender and affectionate care of their earthly 
parents, sincer ho Excuse will be sufficient for neglecting 

:those*o? whom> they are so greatly/indebted. 

We are ia no danger of being deluded by the false 
M 4 tenet* 
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tracts of the Scribes and Pharisees s but there are men 
-who call themselves Christians, pretending tp be the 
true church, who greatly resemble them in many par- 
ticulars; these are the Romfi* Catholics. If, therefore, 
;we should be at any time exposed to their delusions, let 
-us recollect this discourse of our Load's, and resist *he 
false arguments of those who teach for doctrine the com- 
mandments of men; making the word of Goo of no efket 
by their traditions^ and assuming a power ovejr the coa* 
sciences of men. 



SECTION LVIII. 

JESUS CURES THE DAUGHTER OF A CANAANlTlSH 
WOMAN J ALSO ONE WHO WAS DEAF AND HAD AN 

IMPEDIMENT IN HIS SPEECH; WITH MANY OTHIR 
MIRACLES. ' 

From Mark, Chap* vii. — Mltttheto > xv. * - 

And from thence Jesus arose and went, in to the 
>. borders of Tyre and Sidon, and entered into an house, 
"and would hare np man know it; but he could hoc 
be hid. 

' Fonbehoid, a woman of Canaan came out of the same 
. coasts, and cr&d unto him, saying. Have mercy on me, 
O Losccs thou Son of David ; my, daughter is grievously 
.•vexed with a devil. r . •• < > > . . , ■ -.., 3 

(The woman was a Greek, a Syrophenician. by« na- 
tion) and she besought him that he would cast forth the 
devil out of her daughter. *:'"•*« 

.But he answered not a wor4, Andrhis disciples came 
and besought him/saying* Send her, away, for sfae-crkth 
afterus...' *-«.;' \ .;» <■- ■■/ 

But 
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Bitf he answered and 9914* I am not sent* tut unto 

■ » - *, * ■ ' 7; j. J 'tT'V .J ' ' 

the lost sheep of the house oF Israel. 

Then came she and worshipped Turn, saying, Eord, 
he/pme. - , . ..-/,•/. « 

* But Tesus said unto her. Let 'the children first? be 
.'filled: 'for it is riot meet to take the children's bread, 

* and to^cast it unto* the dog's. " ' ' !' 

And she said, Truth, Lord ; yet'the dogs eat of the 
crumbs which fall from their master's table. 

TJim'Jisujai&wesed and sajft ^o\ her, O' Woman, 
great is thy faith : be it iinjto thee even as. thou wjlt. And 

* her daughter was made whole from that very hour, ' 

And when. she was come toiler house, she ftmnd the 
devil gone out,, ah£ her daughte'r laid upon the bed. 

And again, departing Frcp^the coast of T*y*e and 
Sidori, he came unto the sea of Galilee*, through me 
midst of the coast pf Qecapolis.. ' Arid he went ujpjutfo 
aTiiouritaini and sat down there. * 

And they bring unto hjrn one that was deaf and had 
ah irripediment in his' speech : . aud they. beseech him to 
put his hirid upon himV 

Arid he took J>im asidrfrom the multitude, arid pjtt 
Ws fingers into his ears, and "he spit, and toucfied ilia 
'tongue, and looking up to heaven, he sighed, arid- sajd 
unto him, Ephphatha^ that is, Be'opened. :! 

And straightway his ears were opened, and the string 
' of his tongue was loosed, and lie spake plain » ' '\ ' <■ 
^ * .And , he charged theni t$at .they should '.tell .ho' ^ ; 
but fhe more $e charged them, '^o much/ the more a 
great deal they published it; \ '" ~- J * "' "'" " 

And were beyond measure astonished, saying, flb, 
hath, done all things well; : he make&hoth the deafW 
Bear, and the dumb to speak* * J ^ 

And great multitudes came unto hra, having wiih 
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them thole that were lame, blind, dumb^ maimed, and 
many others, and.ca§t them down at Jesus's feet, and 
he healed them : 
. Insomuch that the multitude wondered when they 
saw the dumb to speak, the maimed to be whole, the 
lame to walk, and the blind to see : and they glorified 
the God of Israel. 

ANNOTATIONS awd REFLECTIONS. 

Our Lord did not immediately appear as a public 
teacher, when he arrived on the coasts of Tyre and 
Sidon, but retired to a private house. His reason for 
doing so probably was, that he might be sought by the 
Gentiles, as his fame had reached these parts; and be 
Could not long be concealed. 

The poor woman who applied to him, being a stranger 

10 the commonwealth of Israel, had no share in the cove* 

nanupromise made to Abraham ; yet she had a true 

Faith, for she believed that Christ was able to effect 

what no one without divine power could perform. Our. 

Lord seems to have at first disregarded her ; but it is 

plain, from his subsequent behaviour, that he approved 

her application, and intended to reward her, and delayed 

his kindness only to prove her faith 4 and instruct the 

* Jews, that the GenuJes should be partakers with theia 

of the benefit of his coming into the world. His answer, 

«'Let the children first be filled/' implied, that there 

"was mercy in store for the Gentiles ; though, according 

to the plan of divine Providence, it was first to be offered 

'" to the Jews : the latter, proud of the distinction they 

c enjoyed as the descendants of Abraham/ regarded all 

other nations with contempt, and deemed them no better 

: tHan : -dogs': ft was in allusion to this pride, that our 

; " ' Lord 
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Lord made use of thai epithet; not that He so despised 
them ; on the contrary, he willingly allowed the wo. 
man's humble plea, supported her faith by divine grace, 
whilst he appeared to deny her, and at length granted 
;Jier request. There is no doubt bat at her return, when 
she found her daughter recovered, ^she related the won- 
derful transaction, which might be a means of bringing 
many others to Christ. 

Our Lord made no long stay in those coasts, but 
went again among the Jews. Soon after his arrival a 
poor object was brought to him, who was totally unfit 
for conversation, and consequently cut off from the. 
benefit and pleasure of society ; neither was he capable 
of hearing the word of God, nor of offering up the 
praises of his lips* In. this deplorable condition, his 
friends resolved to bring him to our Saviour, who, 
perceiving their faith, and knowing also the real dispo. 
% anion of the man himself, graciously resolved to .give 
him the relief he stood in need of. Qur Lord generally 
peformed his cures publicly ; but for some reason, with 
which we are not acquainted, he took this man aside* 
from the multitude. On this occasion our Lord made 
use of signs instead of wands, as they were more in. 
telligibleto a man who was both deaf and dumb. By 
using his spittle our Lord intimated) that he was him- 
self able to cure- him; and by looking up to heaven he 
taught, that he should do it by a power from above ;» 
then reflecting on, the* various calamities of the. human, 
species, our benevolent Saviour breathed a sigh of 
tender pity from his heart ; and, that there might be one 
sufferer the less, he hastened* to complete the cure, by 
speaking the word of God, " Be thou opened*" This 
miracle so exactly agreed with Isaiah's prophecy con. 
cerning the Me*si-ah, that many of those who w?re in- 
M £ formed. 
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formed <Jf this care; applied the- prophecy/ to (Sfakf. 
Oar Lord did not himself make an ostentatious display 
of his divine power ; on the contrary, he performed the 
miracle privately, and enjoined bis followers not to 
publish it ; thus instructing then to do good withorit 
.the desire of applause* '- . 

Though the particulars am not related, we may learn 
from the general account, that our Lord performed 
many astonishing miracles ; even such as were maimed 
had those parts of thcar bodies restored which had been 
cut off, or otherwise destroyed. Thus did God vouch. 
cafe to visit his people, ajid, through the Messiah*, heal 
'their infirmities and forgive their sins. « ;: . 



SECTION LIX. ; 

THE MIRACLE OF FEEPIXO FQUR TMOtMANJD J flh$. 
COURSE CONCERNING THE SIGN (FROM iWEAVEN. 

From Matthew y Chap, xv, xvi. — Mark t viii.' 

Then Jesus .called his disciples unto him, and said, I 

have compassion on the multitude, because they continue 

. with me bow three days, and have nothing to eat-: and I 

will not send them away fasting, lest they faint in the 

way. » 

And his disciples say unto him-, Whence should we 
have so much bread in the wilderness, as to fill so great 
a multitude? 

And Jesus saith unto them, How many loaves have 
ye } and they said, Seven, and a few little fishes. , 

And he commanded the multitude to sit down oa 
the ground. And lie took the seven loaves and tjie 
•« fishes, and gave thanks, and brake them, and g&vje to 
his disciples, and the disciples to the multitude* 

6 . And 
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A^d.they did eat, and were filled : and .they, took up 
of the broken meat that was left seven baskets full. 

And theyithat did eat were four thousand, men, be- 
sides .women and chidren. And he sent away the mul- 
titude, and took ^hip, and came into the^ coasts of Mag- 
.dala. v , ,i ^ 

., The Pharisees/ also w ( ith the Sadducees came, and 
tempting, desired him that he would shew them a sign 
from heaven. 

He answered and said unto them, When it is.evening, 
ye say/ It will be fair weather, for the sky is i$d: 

And in the morning, It will be foul weather to-day : 
£>r the sky is red and lowering, O ye hypocrites, ye 
can discern the face of the sky, but can . ye not discern 
the signs of .the times ? -. 

Aftd h^ sighed deeply in the spirit; and /saith, Wjiy 
doth this generation seek after a sign ?. 

A wicke4 and adulterous generation seefcetfr after a 
sign, and, there shall no sign be given unto it, but ^e 
sign of t£e prophet Jonas. . . ',, ,• , 

And he left them, and entering into, the sh^p again, 
departed to the other side. / • 

, And when his disciples were come, to the pf her side, 
they had forgotten to take bread* 

Then Jesus said unto them, Take heed and beware 
of the leaven of the Pharisees, and of the Sadducees. 
Andjthey reasoned amonjg themselves, saying, It is be. 
cause we have taken no bread. 

Which when J esus perceived, he said unto thein> O 
ye of little faith, why reason ye among yourselves be* 
cause ye have .brought no bread I 
- Do ye not yet understand, neither remember, the five 
loaves of the five thousand! ano\ how many baskets 
jretopk^i 

Neither 
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Neither the seven loaves of the four thousand, and 
how many baskets ye took up ? ' 

How is it that ye do not understand that I spake it 
not to you concerning bread, that ye stiould beware of 
the leaven of the Pharisees, and of the Sadducce*? 

Then understood they how that he bade them not be. 
ware of the leaven of bread, but of the doctrine of the 
Pharisees, and of the Sadducees. 

ANNOTATIONS an* REFLECTIONS. 

The multitude in general appear to have been pro- 
perly affected with our Saviour's miracles, and so de- 
sirous of his instructions, that they remained in the fields 
without rest, even after the food they had brought with 
them was exhausted* Our Lord knew that it would 
be more conducive to their salvation, if their faith and 
patience were exercised, and their minds supplied with 
spiritual food, before their bodies were refreshed by his 
miraculous power ; he therefore suffered them to attend 
him for three days, till they stood in need pf food ; bat 
whilst -he thus tried them for the benefit Jof' their seals, 
he regarded them with kindness and compassion-, 'parti- 
cularly noticing the time they spent in their attendance 
upon him, and the difficulties they submitted to ; nor 
would he expose them ro the fatigues of a journey till 
they had been fed by his bounty. * > _ . . * 

When our Lord was' going to perform- this mitaele, 
he called his disciples tchim to instruct them concerning 
the sentiments they ought to entertain;' and likewise to 
prove, whether they kept in_ mind* what he had said 
and done on a former similar occasion : had this been 
the case they would have applied to our Lord in favour 
of the multitude, instead of complaining of want of 
bread, They had ax this time seven loaWsf and the 

8 coacourse 
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concourse of people was inferior in number to that 
which had been fed with five j but still by far too many 
to be satisfied with so small a stock of provisions in a 
natural way : therefore divine power was equally dis- 
played in both cases. Our Lord had great reason to 
be offended at his disciples' distrust, of him ; but he knew 
the weakness of human nature, and allowed for its infir- 
mities : however, he resolved to recal their faith and 
reliance on him, and also to exercise their benevolence, 
by requfriug them to divide all the food they had 
amongst the people; this they appear to have done 
readily and cheerfully, as soon as he had made his will 
known : leaving an example to others not to be too 
anxiously solicitous for the morrow, but to feed the hun- 
gry, and depend upon divine Providence for themselves, 
whenever charity requires it. Not that Christians afc 
enjoined to give all they have to others, without arty 
regard to their own necessities ; we must take a prudent 
and moderate care of ourselves, because we have no 
reason to expect miracles to be wrought in ovtr be- 
half: yet we should always consider the wants of others* 
and, in cases of particular distress, deny ourselves : a 
meal, rather than suffer the hungry, who have no other 
means of obtaining refreshment, to perish for the want 
of it. 

It is observable, that our Saviour, instead of pray- 
ing to his Father to enable him to multiply the bread, 
gave thanks for a pow*r already in his possession : he 
' never even for an instant forgot that this power did not 
belong to his human nature, and his gratitude to God 
for the honourable distinct ion he had given him was 
ever awake. He was also thankful for the goodness 
©f Go p. in thus visiting mankind, and giving them, 

through 
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through him, not only .bodijy but spiritual food in due 
season. 

When our Lord had fed the" multitude, he sent them 
away, lest they' should expect to be fed by daily mira- 
cles, instead of using industry for their own support ; 
shewing by this, that he did not require the generality 
of mankind to forsake all and follow him j though, for 
'a particular purpose, he demanded the constant attend- 
ance of his apostles. . ' . 

Although the Pharisees and Sadducees were at vari- 
ance among themselves, yet they agreed in opposing our 
Saviour's ministry; for he had equally condemned the 
pride, tyranny, and hypocrisy, of the former, a*nd the 
infidelity and errors of the latter. Each party proposed 
ensnaring questions to him 5 but with divine wisdom lie 

* constantly gave such answers as defeated their perfidious 
intentions. A sign from heaven they insisted go, before . 
they would give their assent to his doctrine. Would 
these obstinate infidels have made use of their reason, as 
they did in common matters, they must have discovered 
that every miracle wrought by our Saviour was a sign 
from heaven; had they . properly attended to his dis- 
course, they would have known that his doctrine was; 
from above. They had sagacity and skill enough to 
foretel, from the appearance of the sky, as bur Lor* 
observed, a change r of weather; but in respect to the 
signs of .the. coming of the Messiah they were wjllTully 

.blinds 

Though tlje sceptre was, departed from Judah, and 
paniel's seventy weeks were nearly completed^ the: 
Jewish- teachers would not believe from our Saviour's. 
mouth that the kingdom of heaven \vas at hand; nei- 
ther would thev c^dit Ms assertion that he was 'the 

Messiah* 
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Messiah, notwithstanding the corroborating evidence 
of John the Baptist, and the writings of Moses and the 
Prophets. They were, therefore, unworthy of any far- 
ther sign ; for whkh reason our Loxd would not make 
* display of his boundless pewer for their gratification, 
but referred them to a future proof of his divine, .mission* 
jMsrposely expressing himself in. so obscure a maimer, 
that they in their unconverted state could not cqmpr&. 
rhend his meaning. He called them an adulterous ge- 
neration ; because, like a woman wljo breaks her mar<- 
riage-vow, by forsaking her husbanx^ to live with an- 
other man, they had broken' their covenant with God, 
.by rejecting the Prophet, m <whon muih fb*.\>o*f* bad 
i(accordiqg to the covenant pn kit far*) put bi§ fwerds* 
« On jfcbis occasion our 1k).ro gave a reiparkabte prqqf 
of his benevofence.; , Instead, pf ind»l|^Pg. anger and re- 
sentment for the personal abuse of the Jews, he con- 
tented himself with vindicating the honour of his Fa- 
ther, by withholding divine grace from those who were 
'unWo¥thy o¥ it j but he could hot tfrus 6xecute tRe'dwfct 
will wjjhpqt a sigh, being grieved to find his preaching 
.and miracles had no influence on them. 

Ourliokn had' anofhei trial of his patifence, in the 
.§tHg&4ifiy of his disciples. As they had been witnesses 
of the discpurse which passed between him and the 
rPI&tisfes and §adducees, he cautioned them not to suf- 
.fer ,tkej$ <#tfnds to be corrupted- by their false doctrine, 
^ch,;hj5, : cp J iinpared 1 .tp leave*;, because, like that,. it 
.spread: an,d fewn^nted wherever it came. Notwithstand- 
ing it was sp customary for our Saviour to speak of 
spiritual things. under similitudes, his disciples did not 
discern his meaning, but supposed that he i upbraided 
,thW/fcr their forgetfolness of taking the usual supply 
of provisions, which when they recollected, they, began 

^ to 
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to be apprehensive they should be distressed fbr foocF. 
Our Lord was justly displeased at theif distrust of him 
after the late miracle, but only gave them a • mild re- 
proof, which brought them back to their duty,, and at 
, the same time furnished instruction for succeeding gene* 
rations of Christians. * 

In every age, from the time of Christ even tiH now, 
•false doctrines, of one kind or other, have prevailed in 
the world* We have not, indeed,. any sects under tht 
denominations of SadJmcees and Pharisees,- but we have 
Deists and Atheists, who answer to the one, and Papists^ 
who resemble the other* Let os, -therefore, beware of 
the former, lest they teach us to. doubt the truths of 
Christianity ; and of the latter, lest they in$*ruci<os tp 
corrupt them, by misinterpreting the Scripttttie*V and 
teaching for doctrine the traditions of men* " • 

section IX \ i: ■;: 

A BLIND MAN CURED; PETER PROFESS*?^*. »tl 
faith; OUR LORD FORETELS* THAT PETER 
WOULD PREACH THE GOSPEL WITH EIRMNESS*. 

" Fwn Mark, Chap. yni.-*-Mattbe<w A xvi.. 

And he cometh to. Bethsaida* and they bring a blind 
man unto him, and besought him to touch hkn. 

And he took the blind man- by the hand, and' led him 
out of the town ; and - when he had spifoh'hk eyes, and 
put his hands <upon him* he askefi him i€ he saw* aught/ 

And he looked up, and said,.! see men as "tfcees, walking. 

After that, he put his hands again upon his eyes, and 
. made him look up: and he was restored, jmd saw every. 
man clearly. 

And he sent^iim away to his house, saying, Neither 
go into the town, nor tell it to any-in the town. ' 

And 
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And Jesus went out, and his disciples, into the 
towns of Cesarea Philippi : and by the way he asked his 
disciples, saying nnfo them, Whom do men say that I, 
the Son of man, am? 

And they said, Some say that thou art John the Bap~ 
list, some Elias, and others Jeremias, or one of the pro* 
phets. } * 

He saith unto them, But whom say ye that I am? 
And Simon Peter answered, and said, Thou art the 
Chrjst, the Son of the living God. 

.And Jesus answered and said unto him, Blessed art 
thou, Simon Bar-jona : for flesh and blood hath not re. 
Vealed it unto thee, but my Father which is in heaven/ 

Ancl I say also unto thee, that thou, art Peter,7'an£ 
upon this rock: t will build my church : and the gates 
of neil shall not prevail against it, 
' And I will give unto thee the keys of the kingdom 
of heaven; and. whatsoever thou shalt bird on earth, 
shall be bound in* heaven: and whatsoever thou shalt 
loose on earth, shall be loosed in heaven. -^ 

Then charged he His disciples that they should tell 

no man that he was Jesu* the Christ, 

■ *• t • - .••'■»,. 

: . ANNOTATIONS a*d REFLECT* IONS. . 

Our Lord's conduct, in respect to curing the blind 
man, was different fitom his usual method. It is sup- 
posed that he* led him but of fhfetity, because he would 
.do no more mighty works there, on account of the un- 
belief of its inhabitants; and that he performed the 
cure gradually, to awaken the faith of the man who 
"did "not come of his own accord, but was brought by 
his friends. 

As every action of our Lord's contained spiritual iri. 

itruction # 
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I truction, we may suppose that he designed to intimate 
on this occasion, to those who are spiritually blind, that 
though at first their minds are dark and confused, they 
may hope to be gradually enlightened "by his heavenly 
doctrine, if they will seek for a cure from the Gospel. 
By his forbidding the man to publish the miracle at 
Bethsaida, it appears that those who obstinately reject 
the Gospel shall be excluded from the means, of salva- 
tion. 

Cesar ea Philip pi was a city in the northern parts of 
Canaan, near Mount Lebanon, formerly called Laisb. 
This being a retired place, the multitude did not imme- 
diately discover our Lord's retreat, and he was left at 
leisure to hold a private conference with his disciples. 
Mj* had .no need to question them for fyis own informa- 
tion : but it was proper tp examine the Apostles^ ln.order 
to try their faith^ and tfjat their sentiments concerning 
Wm shoqld be recorded fqr the instruction of others^ . 

The multitude were, as we find, divided in their 
opinions : but his disciples in general understood itha'r. 
he was the Messiah, yet it was necessary that they 
should acknowledge ; has diyinitj. Simon Peter, ever 
ready to shew his zeal and affection, replied, in the 
name of all the rest, Thou art Christ, the Son of the 
living Gob j iy_hich implied, that he was convinced of the 
truth of what our Lord had formerly taught, con. 
cerning his union with the Father. In order to con- 
Arm this faith, our J?9£P pronounced him blessed; as- 
suring him that no man, fyy mere fwqtan reaspn, could have 
cjiscpyered that he was not only the Christ, or anointed 
( one, but also the Son of Gob. Peter, therefore, must 
have paid proper attention to our Lord's doctririe, and 
the proofs he gave of his divine mission ; for it does not 
appear that he had any particular . revelation made to 

him 
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him from God. but what he received from Ckrist 
himself. ...__•* 

"As JPeter* was the first apostle that was called to the 
ministry, and alsp the first to confess the divinity of 
Christ, lie was the properest person to begin the con-. - 
version of the Jews .and Gentiles, in order to make a 
congregation of Christians; and our Lord called him 
a rocky in allusion to the name he had given him when 
he first became his follower, expressive of his character* 
To encourage Peter to exert his natural intrepidity in 
the propagation of the Gospel our Lord assured him, 
that the church, which he himself should V :ild, should 
remain to the end of the world, in ^pite of all the oppo- 
virion that would be made to it by the powers of dark* 
I ness, who would stir up the wicked to attempt its over- 
throw. He likewise promised, that " he would give 
to Peter the keys of the kingdom of heaven, &c." by 
which is meant, that he should have the privilege of 
opening and shutting; or, in other words, of admitting, 
or refusing to admit % men, as they were qualified, or not 
qualified, to be members of the kingdom of Ch r ist here, 
m order. to their future admission into the divine presence 
nereafter. This power is explained \y the words which 
immediately follow, whatsoever ihou shaitUndon earthy 
ihall he hound in heaven ; and whatsoever thou shalt loose 
onearth, shall he loosed in heaven. Or, Heaven shall' be 
opened to all whom you admit as members of the king, 
dom of heaven on , earth ; and the condition promised 
to all who are received, shall be confirmed and esta- 
blished above. ? This Condition is the remission of sins 
committed before the time of conversion to Christianity, 
promised by Christ' i6 all who should acknowledge 
him for their Lord, and yield obedience to Jus coxn- 

• See a Scrmoo by Dr. Gregory Sharpc 
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fciands* Oa r Sat i o v * afterwards gave the .same power 
of remitting sins to tie other Apostles ; ytt the Roman 
Catholics lay hold of this text to maintain the Pope's 
supremacy. They pretend, that the particular church 
which Peter established was to remain to the end of the 
world, and that his successors were to hive the supreme 
command over all societies of Christians, wheresoever 
dispersed; that he fixed this church at Rome, where it 
has, they say, continued ever since. But we will not 
spend time in confuting such absurd doctrine, as it is ta 
be hoped those who have the Scriptures open to them 
will not be drawn into a communion, so opposite to the 
spirit of true Christianity. 

We will at present recal our attention to Peter's con. 
fession of faith, which received the public approbation 
of our Lord : from whence we learn, that the acknow- 
ledging of Christ as the Son of God, is a necessary 
article of belief to all Christians. Let us, therefore, 
cherish the same opinion of our blessed Lord as Peter 
'did, and honour him accordingly. 

Qur Savio.uh, having confirmed his Apostles In the 
'truth', commanded them not to publish to the world that 
Tie was' the Messiah; because. he. knew that it would 
be represented by the Tews to the Romans, as a claim 
r to the '^ovefignty of Judfea, and as inconsistent with the 
rights of Cacsax,' 
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SEtTION LXL 



J£SVS BEGINS TO FORETEt HIS SUFFERINGS. 

• 'ii ' ... 

From Matthe*w % Qha^. xvi,— Marl, viii. . . 
From that time forth began Jesus to shew onto-hfi 



disciples, how that he must go onto Jerusalem, and suffer 
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many things of the elders, and chief priests, -and scribe*, 
and be killed, and be raised again the third day. 
. Then Peter took him, and began to rebuke him, say- 
ing* Be it-far from thee, Lord :. this shall not be unto 
thee. 

But he turned, and said unto Peter, Get thee behind 
me, Satan, thou art an offence unto me: for thou sa. 
Tourest not the things that be. of God, but those that 
be of men* 

And when he had called the people unto him, with 
his disciples also, he said unto them, Whosoever will 
come after me, let him deny himself, and take up his 
•toss, and follow roe. 

For whosoever will sav,e his life, shall lose it : and 
whosoever shall lose his life for my sake, shall find it. 

For what is a man profited, if he shall gain the whole 
world* and lose his own soul ? or whsrt shall a man give 
in exchange for his soul ? 

For the Son of Man shall come in the glory of his 
* Father, with his angels : and then he shall reward every 
man according to his works. 

Whosoever therefore shall be ashamed of me, and of 
my words, in this adulterous and sinful generation, of 
him also shall the Son of Man be ashamed, when he v 
cometh in the glory of hi* Father, with the holy 
Vgels. 

Verily I say unto. you, There be some standing here, 
which shall not taste of death till they see the Son of 
Man coming, in his kingdom. 

ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS. 

Our Saviour instructed his disciples by degrees. 
First he taught them, that he was the Messiah foretold 
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by the Prophets; next that he was the Son of Gov ; he* 
then informed them plainly of his approaching suffer- 
ings, of which he had formerly giveironly some obscure 
hints. Our Lord mentioned the very place where he 
should, suffer, and the persons by whom he should suf- 
fer; also the happy* issue of his sufferings ; that, not- 
withstanding his human iriature should submit to the 
malice of the chief priest's ' and elders, he should rise 
from the aead, and triumph over his enemies. Out 
Lord foretold his sufferings, as a proof that he knew 
all future events, and that he voluntarily undertook 
what divine justice required for the salvation of man. 
kind ; also to rectify the mistakes of such as should ex- 
pect him, as the Messiah, to endeavour to obtain au- 
thority and dignity in the world like earthly princes ; 
and to shew, that the chief priests and elders, who ought, ^ 
from their situation, to have been the chief supporters 
of the Messiah's kingdom, would be the greatest 
enemies to it. f 

The zealous disposition of Peter sdfnetimes betrayed 
him into error ; this was the case in the present instance ; 
for he .presumed to rebuke his Master, which occasioned 
our'LoRD.to reprove him with unusual severity, as an 
adversary to his doctrine acting the part of Satan, rather 
than that of a friend ; endeavouring to obstruct the great 
end of his coming into the world ; and losing his zdUr 
for the divine glory, and the salvation of souls, in a 
mean solicitude for his temporal life, and the .grandeur 
of an earthly kingdom. Our Lord then called the rest 
of his followers unto him, and informed them, that they 
must not expect any worldly advantage from adhering 
to him> butj on the contrary, resolve to submit willingly 
to whatsoever trials it should please God to expose 
them to for his sake ; declaring that those who, to 

avoid 
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avoid persecution, should deny Jiim, should lose their 
lives ; whilst those who patiently endured persecution, 
ahd resolved to part with life rather than deny him, 
should be preserved from death ; and/not only so, but the 
former would incur the penalty of damnation % whilst the' 
latter would secure eternal life in heaven. 

-The first professors of Christianity were exposed to 
the severest trials and sufferings ; but penetrated with 
gratitude for past favours, and animated with the de- 
lightful hope that they should be confessedly Christ* 
in the presence of his Father and the holy Angels] at 
that awful day, when he should come in his glory to 
judge the world, they cheerfully sacrificed every other 
interest to the view of eternal felicity. Let us endea-, 
vour to imitate those true disciples as far as circum- 
stances require, and stedfastly* resolve to honour our 
blessed Lord, who was willing to. do and suffer so 
much for our sakes, without any regard to the ridicule of 
wicked persons, whatever pretences they may make tft 
superior learning and refinement* 

In the last verse of this Section, our Lord is sup- 
posed to allude to the long life of St, John> who lived 
to see the destruction of Jerusalem. 



^ SECTION LXIL 

oxjr lord's transficwration. 
Front Matthew, Chap. x\ii. — Luke s ix.~-MarI: } ix. 

And after six days, Jesus ukefh Peter, James, and 
John his brother, and bringeth them up into an high 
mountain apart, to pray. 

And as he prayed he was transfigured before them, 
Vol. V. N an* 
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aod his fate did shine as the sao, and his raiment was 
white as the light. 

And behold, these appeared unto them Moses and 
Ritas talking with him who appeared in glory, and 
spake of his decease which he should accomplish at 
Jerusalem. 

But Peter, and they that were with him, were neavy 
with sleep ; and when they were awake, they saw hit 
glory, and the two men that stood with him. 

Then spake Peter, and said unto Jesus, Loud, it is 
good for us to be here : if thou wilt,, let us make here 
three tabernacles ; one for thee, one for Moses, and one * 
for EJias. For he wist not what to say, for they were 
sore afraid- 

While he yet spake, behold, a bright cloud over. 
shadowed .them : and behold, a voice out of the cloud, 
which said, This is my beloved Son, in whom I am 
well pleased ; hear ye him. 

And when the disciples heard it, they fell on their 
faces, and were sore afraid. 

And Jesus came and touched them, and said, Arise, 
and be not afraid. And when they had lift up their 
cjes, they saw no man, save Jesus only. 

And as they came down from the mountain, Jesus 
charged them, saying, Tell the vision to no man, until 
the Son of Man be risen again from the dead. 

And they kept that saying with themselves, ques- 
tioning one with another what the rising from the dead 
should mean. 

And his disciples asked him saying, Why then say 
the Scribes, that Elias must first come? 

And Jesus answered and said unto,them, Elias truly 
shall first come, and restore all things : . » 

But I say unto you, that Elias is come already, and 

they 
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ttey knew him not; but have done onto Mm whafso- 
evet they lifted: tikevrfce shall ako the Son of Man 
suiter of them. 

Then th* dfcdples understood that he spake onto the« 
of John the Baptist; 

ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS. 

" * Our Lord having toliJiis disciples that the Son of 
Man should shortly come in his kingdom, his trans- 
figuration seems to have been intended as an earnest of 
that glory with which he was finally to appear. 

Peter, James, and John, were the three disciples whom 
our Lord honoured with his particular intimacy; these 
he made, witnesses of the most extraordinary circum- 
stances that happened to him during his abode on earth, 
that they might produce them afterwards as testimonies 
of the truth of the Gospel 5 and, in the mean time, might 
not be discouraged by his deep debasement. . 
,- Peter, James, ,and John, were either wearied with the 
labours, of the preceding day .and intense devotion on 
the mountain, or their senses were miraculously over- 
powered, that they might not hear the whole .of the 
discourse, which perhaps related to things not proper to 
be revealed to them at that early period; but the splen- 
dour which shone from out Lord soon awakened them, 
and they beheld with astonishment the wonderful altera- 
tion in his appearance,~and the two men who were con-» 
versing with him, whom by their. conversation, they found, 
to be Moses and Elijah. Moses certainly was a very pro- 
per judge of this transfiguration, haying so frequently 
beheld the glory of the Lord, that it was a familiar, 
«»bject to him : and the Jews had great respect for the 
memory of Elijah also,. therefore they would not suppose 

* Doddridge's family Expositor. 
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hft would come to, hold conference with an impostor. 
The proposal which Peter made to ereqt three t^beroteles, 
seems to have been the effect of his great surprise, and waa 
such a scheme as would have answered no purpose. 

The cloud which overshadowed them is supposed to 
have been like that. which was always considered as a 
symbol of/the; Dmtihe pr-esrnce, designed, as we may 
conclude, to moderate the resplendent brightness of our 
Saviouk^s person, who dazzled their eyes Hke light. 
rjlng. The terror which seized, the disciples at the de- 
scent of this cloud Was very natural ; for it must have 
b;en extremely 1 solemn to behold it, and still more so to 
hear the awful voice of Cod speaking from the midst of it. 
They now could have no doubts that Jesus was actually 
the Prophet whom Moses had foretold, since they had 
rfceeived the command of God himself to hearken to 
Kim, and must be fully convinced, that what our Lord 
had asserted concerning his being the Son of God, was 
true, since God had expressly confirmed it by this de. 
claration. 

When our Lord beheld his Apostles prostrate on the 
ground, overcome with fear and reverence, he kindly 
touched them, and with his gracious words inspired 
strength and fortitude into their minds. When they 
lifted up their eyes, they found that Moses and Elijah 
were' gone : it is likely that tnese two glorified person- 
ages retired when the divine voice spake from the cloud, 
that the' Apostles might make no mistake concerning 
the person who was acknowledged to be the . Son 
of God. Our Lord commanded his Apostles to keep 
this matter secret till after he should be risen from the 
dead, lest it should be received as an idle dream, or 
ihereiible ta'e, invented by them to delude others. 
Though their divine Master had repeatedly told them he * 
ahoukl rue from, tbc dead, they could scarcely persuade 

themselves 
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themselves to take hts words in a literal sense ; how- 
ever they resolved to be silent in respect to what' they 
had seen and heard, and wait the event. ' 

As the three Apostles had now no doubt of Christ's 
being the Messiah, they took this opportunity of mak- 
ing enquiry concerning a scruple which lay on their 
minds respecting Elijah ; wishing to know, whether the 
appearance of that Propher, on the present occasion, 
fulfilled the prediction concerning his coming? Our 
Saviour informed them, that the Prophet who was to 
come.in the spirit and power of Elijah, to prepare the 
hearts of the people for the coming of the Missi ah, had. 
already performed his office; and the Jews, who pre- 
tended so eagerly to expect him, had treated him in the 
most arbitrary and cruel manner, without any regard to 
piety, justice, and humanity, and that in this manner 
would they act towards the Son of Man. The Apostles, 
from this explanation, clearly understood, that he spake 
ftrthem o(job#tbi Baptist** the Elias who was to come. 
From the appearance of Moses and Elijah .on this 
solemn occasion, we may be certain that there is an inter- 
mediate state betwixt death and the day of judgment. 

Let the history of this astonishing transaction make a 
lasting impression on our minds ; let us receive it as a 
testimony of our Saviour's divinity, and as an earnest 
of his coming in glory at the end of the world. > In the 
mean time, kt us obey his laws, and pray for his grace, 
that we may be v received amongst his faithful servants 
into the kingdom of heaven ! 

SECTION LXIII. 

THE CURE OF THE DEMOHIAC* 

. From Mark, Chap. ix. — Matthew , xvii. 
And when he came to his disciples, he sam ,a. great 
N 3 multitude 
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.multitude about them, and the Scribes q*c*tk*ung with 
diem. 

And straightway all the people, when they beheld 
him, were greatly amazed, and running to him, saluted 
him. And he asked the Scribes, What question je with 
them? 

And.onesof the multitude, kneeling down, answered 
and said, I have brought unto thee my sun who hath a 
dumb spirit fc 

And wheresoever he taketh him, he teareih him 7 ; 
and he foameth, and gnasheth with his teeth, and pineth 
away ; and I spake to thy disciples, that they should 
cast him out, and they coold w>t. 

But if thouxanst do any thing, have compassion on 
us, and help us. 

.Then Jesus answered and said, .O faithless and -per- 
yerse generation, how long shall I be with you? fy>*r 
long shall I silver you? Bring him hither -to me. 

And they brought him unto him : and when he taw 
; Mm, straightway the spirit- tare, him, and he fell ea the . 
.ground and 7 wallowed) foaming. :. 

And he ajjked hisiather, How long is it ago since this 
r came unto him ? - And he said, Of a child. * < 

i Jssua said onto him, If thou caast believe, all things 
« are possible to him that beliercth. • . 

Amd . straightway the father of the child cried dut 
and said with tears, Lord* I believe j help ,thou mine 
unbelief* 

When Jesus saw that the people came running toge. 
ther, he rebuked t\e foul spirit, saying unto him, Thou 
dumb and deaf spirit, I charge thee, come out of him, 
and enter no more into him. - . 

And the spirit cried, and rent him sore, and came 
out of him'; and he was as one dead ; insomuch that 
'tnany siidj he is dead, 

• feat 
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Bat Jesus took him by the hand, and lifted him up, 
and he arose, and was cured from that very hour, and he 
delivered him to his father. 

And when he was come into the house, his disciples 
asked him privately, Why could not we cast Jiim out ? 

And Jesus said unto them, Because of your unbelief; 
Jbr verily I say unto you, if ye have a faith as a grain of 
mustard-seed, ye shall say unto this mountain, Remove 
hence to yonder place, and it shall remove ; and nothing v ' 
shall be impossible unto you. 

Howbeit this kind goeth not out, but by prayer 7 , and 
fasting. 

And they departed thence and passed through Galilee j 
and he woald not that any man should know it. 

ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS. 

Whether our, S a v io.tr a, like Moses, when he descended 
from the mount, retained any part of that lustre which 
hsfd so lately adorned his person, is uncertain; oat wi 
may conjecture that this was the case, by the ex*raor<U > 
fcary respect paid to him on his appearance ; he might 
dart forth a ray of glory, to serve; as corroborating 
evidence whence the Aposjles should produce their m+ 
limony concerning his transfiguration. 

Whilst our Lord retired with fPefer, j?**tef, and 
Jfcbn, trje rest of the Apostles waited for him in the 
Valley, acepmpanied }>y a great multitude of people* 
among whom were, as usual, some of the Scrik* and 
FharisetSy who seem -to have watched him narrowly. 
<5ur Loao found his disciples engaged in. a dispute 
with his malicious enemies, who had taken advantage 
of their Master's absence, to distress and perplex them. 
When he inquired into the cause of their contention, 
the Strftes $ confounded by his sudden appearance,' mad* 
N 4 i» 
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. no reply ; and bis disciples, comforted with his presence 
remained silent, leaving the man who had occasioned it 
to explain the matter. 

Nothing could be more distressing to a tender father, 
than to behold his only, child labouring under such a 
dreadful malady ; but it appears that this man had not a 
proper idea of the divine power of Christ, neither had 
the Apostles such implicit faith in their Lord's namea% 
they ought to have had. His reproof seems to have 
been addressed to all parties, but particularly to the 
Scribes and Pharisees, It certainly musj have bc#h a 
great trial to our Lord, to meet with such continual 
opposition, and he must naturally long for the comple- 
tion of his, ministry. ... 

When the man brought his son to Jesus, the lad was 
. immediately seized with astonishing agony, as if the 
rvil spirit, that possessed him was resolved to shew his 
defiance of Christ, by increasing his torments. The; 
father, doubting in his mind whether our Lord could 
relieve his son, entreated him to try his utmost skill \ 
but he was not yet in a disposition to receive mercy 
from Govifaitb in the ps<wer */" Christ was -necessary ; 
-our L6rp, therefore, kindly told him, that the cure of 
his son depended greatly on himself: convinced by our 
Saviour's discourse both of his power and his compas- 
sion, the man made an immediate profession of his faith, 
afld earnestly implored divine grace i praying at once for 
jpardon and strength, which were, through our blessed 
Lord's mediation, accorded to him, add he now con., 
fidently expected the cure of his son ; which, that the 
.mind of this aijiicted father might be restored to tran* 
quillity, our Lord instantly performed. The evil spirit 
was compelled to leave the body over which it* had so 
|ong exercised cruel domin^on^ and was forbidden ever 
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td return*. Exasperated at the triumph pf our Si^ipuR, 
he resolved to destroy, if possible, the Jif« gf the youth* 
by the last effort o£ his malignant rage ; but our Lor> 
kindly defeated, his intention, and wifh his own hand 
presented to the, now happy father* the object of his 
.tenderest affection, perfectly free frorn every. ill effect of 
the violent agitations he had. so lately endured: 
. Our Lo&d's tcplf to his disciples' enquiry, why they 
could not cast out the devil, intimated that a continual 
and increasing faith was requisite in those who had je*. 
ceived commission from Him to dd miracles in his name ; 
and that, whenever their faith was firm and strong, they 
might expect the greatest miracles to attend their mi . 
nistry in confirmation of the truth > of the Gospel; but 
that, on the contrary, whenever they suffered their faith 
to waver, the miracle they desired would be withheld, 
because they did not themselves believe it would be 
wrought, though Christ had assured them that they 
might certainly expect the most astonishing effects frortj 
theuse of his najue on prefer occasions, Our Load's 
words, u This Jtind g*eth not qui but by prayer and fast* 
mgj* implied, that the Apostles were not to expect such 
great miracles, as casting out devils to be performed, 
even in his pa me, unless they had recourse to fasting and 
prayer, as inea«l of purity and holiness . 
-. la these times, happily, we have no,instances of posses- v 
*io% a^consequently no opportunities of practising the 
preparation which \s necessary toexpel devils. Our heJies 
are now secure from the tormenting attacks of evil spirits ; 
but human nature is subject to many diseases : whenever 
these afflict us, or our friends, the first means to he used 
should be earnest prayer to Goo; and as miracles have 
ceased, we may certainly have recourse to such reme, 
dies as providence has pointed out to mankind for the 
N 5 cur^ 
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cue of dimwit maladies'; -HttSt will be in vain to tdf 
wholly on these, sirioe the Supreme Beihg alone haft 
the power of life and death, sickness and health, which 
he dispenses to as through his beloved Soft* The only 
fotussh* we are at present in danger of, is that of injfc, 
Jelity, *vkt, and mmerafftj, which can never hurt the 
mind, whilst faith in Christ has its doe influence j bat 
shoald we, through inattention, softer these to gain ad- 
mittance, fasting and prayer will be the only means t* 
starrer divine grace, 

SECTION LXrV\ 

OUR LORD FAYS TRIBUTE TO THI TRMPLI. 
^From Mattbcyt, Chap. xvii. 

Ant> while they abode in Galilee, Jisvs said tint* 
them, The Son of Man shall be betrayed into the hands 
of men* 

And they shall kill him, and the fhird day he shall 
be raised ag^in : andthey* were exceeding sorry. 

And when they were come, to Capernaum, they that 
received tribute-money,, came to Peter, and said, Doth 
not your Master pay tribute ? ' • ' 

He saith, Yes, And when he was come into the 
Jtouse, Jesus pre vented him, saying, 'What thinkest 
thou* Simon? of whom do the kings' of the earth talc* 
custom or tribute? of ' thfcir pwn children, or*\>f 
strangers ? ..••.. 

Peter saith urito him, Of strangers* Jmcs saith untd 

kirn, Then are the children fre*. * 

* v Notwithstanding,* Jcst-wc should 1 o&end them,, go thou 

. ta^thc sea, and cast an hook, and take up the -fish that 

fcsttometh up ; and. when, thou hast opened his mouth, 

thou 
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thou sfcalt find a piece of money ; that take, and give 
unto them for me and thee. 

ANNOTATIONS ahd REFLECTIONS. 

It is probable that our Saviour withdrew from the 
place where be had performed the extraordinary miracle 
mentioned in. the last* section, to avoid the malice of the 
Scribe? and Pharisees, as he knew that they were con* 
triving mischief against him : besides,' he seemed de- 
sirous of having some private conversation with all the 
Apostles together, that he might prepare them, as he 
had already prepared Peter* James, and John, for hi* 
sufferings* Those who were not present at his trans. 
figuration, were, like their brethren, at a Joss to com- 
prehend what he meant by rising again; but their 
fears of giving him offence, by appearing to doubt his- 
assertion, kept them from asking any questions on the 
subject* 

It was customary for every man. in the Jewish nation 
to pay an annual tribute to the Temple of two drach- 
mas, amounting to fifteen pence, towards defraying the 
expences of public worship, which was called a ransom 
of the soul*. As both Jbso* and Pete* belonged to 
Capernaum, they were required to pay it there. Before 
Peter could mention to his Lord, that it had been de- 
manded, and ask his directions concerning it, he replied 
to his thoughts, by a question which intimated, that as the 
Son of God no man had a right to demand tribute of 
him $ for the sons even of earthly kings were exempted 
from the taxes which were levied on subjects; b*it av 
our Lord meant not to claim his title publicly at that 
tune* and had no intention, of disturbing the peace of the 

N 6 sl^tt^ 
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state, or of furnishing the Jctot with any pretence to 
persecute him, he rather chose, to submit to the pay. 
rnent, though he was obliged to work a miracle to pro* 
cure the means, as he did not choose to>g« to the public 
purse for his own private use. 

The coin found was called a stater, in value about 
three shillings. How great must have been our J^ord ? s 
knowledge y to penetrate to the bottom of the sea f and 
how great his po>u)er % to direct the fish to Peter's hook, 
though he himself was at' such a distance ! It h most 
likely that the fish had accidentally swallowed the piece 
of money, which might fall into the water as he- was 
aiming at other prey. No circumstance could have 
better answered the purposes of encouraging #eter in 
)iis tiependance on divine Providence, and of shewing 
that all nature was at the command qf the Son of Gov.*' 
From our Lord's payment of the tribute we are in- 
structed to pay with eheerfWness' the rates appointed for 
the support of public worship. From his desiring Peter 
to go and catch a fishy we learn, 'that in cases of neces- 
sity we must exercise our own industry, Which is the best 
way of obtaining money, since "God's blessing' rnay be 
expected to reward it. If Peter had not found the 
money he wanted, in the mouth of the fish, the sale of 
it would have fetched him something, and by repeated 
labour he might have caught a sufficient number of 
-fishes to produce the sum he wanted; but our Lord 
rewarded his faith by miraculous assistance. 

It is evident that our Lord could easily have acciu 
mulated great riches from the bottom of the sea, but he 
chose to give his disciples a lesson of moderation* 
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-SECTMN'LXV.. . ..:-'. 

JESVS imCOtflSEfr WITIt HIS DISCIFI.ES CbtttEUlt* 
- * * vtKO HUMILITY AND FORGIVENESS. 

, - , Frm Matthew, Cbaf.wiiu — Mark, ix. 

* ; At the same- time came the disciples uoto Je»0S> 

skying, Whd is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven? 

and being in the house, he asked them, What it was 

that they disputed among themselves by the way > ■ • 

But they held their peace : foe by the way y xhey had 

disputed among themselves who should be the greatest 1 .' 

. And He sat* down, and" called the twelve, and satth 

»nto.them, l£any man desire to be /first, the same shall 

be last of all, and servant of all. .L • * , 

•*. -And he took/ a child,.. and set him in the midst of 

them : and when he had taken him in his arms, hetsaid 

tt&to.them, —i 

Verily I say unto you, Except ye be coe verted, and 
become as little children, ye shall not enter intd the 
kingdom of heaven. 

Whosoever therefore shall bumble himself as. this 
little child, the tame is greatest in,, the kingdom. of 
heaven,; 

' , Whosoever shall receive one such little child in my 
namenreceivetji me;. and whosoever shall receive me, 
feceisetfe not, me, but him ih^X sent me. . . 

. And. whosoever shall offend one of these Uttle ones 
that believe in me, it were better fof him that a milk 
stone were hanged about his neck > and he wereca** into 
the sea. , • . 

Woe unto the woildJjeca*a*»of tfcma** Gmmmmt 
4t*M ^■Ahat/jOfta^^. com*: bac w#e to that man by- 
whom tb« oh^nce-cometl-u . ■? " 

Wherefore* 
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Wherefore, if thy hand offend thee, cut it off: it fa 
better fot thee to enter into life maimed, than having 
two hand* to go into hell, into the fire that never shall 
be quenched : Where thca? worm dietfc no?, and the 
fire is not quenched. , 

And if thy foot offend thee, cat it off: it is better for 
thee to eoter hajt into life, than having two feet, to ht 
tast into hell, into the fire that never shall be Reached : 
Where *hbif .worm idieth nbr, and tins fire ii not 
quenched* 

And if thine* 5 eve offend thee, pluck it out: it is 
better for thee to enter the kingdom of God with one 
eye, than .having twt> eyes to bo cast into Hell-fire z. 
Wnere their worm dieth not/ and the fire is not 
quenched. 

'>* For every one shall be salted' with fire, and every 
aacrifice,shatt be salted with salt* Salt is good : hot if 
the salt have lost his saltness, wherewith will yo» season. 
it? Have salt in yourselves, and have pea*e one with 
another. 

Take heed that ye despise not -one * of -these little 
ones ; for I say onto you, &at in heaven T their angel* 
do always -behold the face of my Father which is ir* 
heaven. For the Son of Man is come to save that which 
was lost* 

How thi^k ye? If a man have: an hundifed sheep, and 
one of them be gone astray, deth' he hot leave the ninety 
and nine, arid geeth into the mountains and seeketh that 
whichxis gone astray I ; 

> And if so be that he find it y verily I say unto you„ 
he rejoiceth more of that sheep, than of the ninety and 
nine Which went not astray; ' 

, ' feven so it is net the will of your Father which h- in 
heaven, that one of these little ones should perish* 

Moreover* 
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Moreover if thy brother shall trespass against thee; 
go and tell him his fault between thee and bim alone; if 
be ^shall hear thee, thou hast gained thy brother ; 

; Bnt if he will not hear thee, then take with thee one 
or two more, that in the mouth of two or three wiu 
nesses every word may be established. 

Again, if he shall neglect to hear them, tell it unto 
tlie church : bat if he neglect to hear the church, let 
him be unto thee as an heathen man and a publican. 

Verily I say unto you, Whatsoever ye shall bind oik 
earth, shall be bound in heaven: and whatsoever ye 
shall loose on earth, shall be loosed in heaven. 

Again I soy unto you, that if two of you shall agree 
tm earth, as touching any thing that they shall ask,., it 
shall be done f6r them of my Father which is in heaven. 

For where two or three are gathered together in rojf 
name, there I am in the midst of them. 

.ANNOTATIONS ak* REFLECTIONS* .. t 

Our divine Lord, who was himself a perfect" pattern 
Of humility, took every occasion of inculcating this vir- 
tue in his followers ; his disciples had privately disputed 
among themselves which of' them should be advanced 
to tfie highest dignity in the kingdom of the Messiah* 
which they expected to be a temporal one. To sbesfr 
fcbat he knew what* had passed, though not personally 
present at the time, our Lord put a^signiticant question 
to them* and upon their not replying, he reproved the!* 
ambition, and instructed them, that the way &K any one 
to obtain honourable diftinction in the kingdom; of 
heaven, is to be humble and cbndescendiftg to his bre~ 
i^hren, teachable and governable, like children of good 
dispositions ; and that his disciples might riot suppose 
they would bring contempt uponr themselves by thi^ 
I humility,, 
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humility, our 1Lo*d assured them he would espouse. *he 
cause of these little ones, and consider every act of kind* 
ncss shewn to them as done to himself; and on the con- 
trary would inflict dreadful judgments on whoever should 
purposely mislead, seduce, or persecute, one of them* 
Our Loap intimated that as long as the world should 
last, his disciples would be liable to offences of one kind 
Of other ; but to deter them from committing such, he 
denounced woe to whoever should be guilty of them. 
' Oar Lord then earnestly exhorted his disc'iptes fo 
avoid giring offence* and rather than indulge any sin- 
ful passion destructive of the soul, to part <mth their 
dearest interests with as much resolution as they would 
inbmit to the amputation of a morticed limb; observing, 
that they would not.be the worse in heaven for any 
thing they should part with here, nor the better in hell 
for any thing they should unlawfully keep. Our Lord 
again renewed the subject of humility, and cautioned 
his disciples not to despise weak Christians, nor to 
|hipk even children beneath, their attention. 

The words, la heaven thiir Angeh do al<wey* behold 
the face tf my Father <wbtib h iu heaven, may be under- 
stood to mean, that children and those who resemble them 
in that humility which our Saviour recommended, being 
fMftakefs of the redemption through Christ, will be 
-among the blessed inhabitants of heaven. The parable 
of the lost sheep was designed to shew that it was no* 
the will of the Father that an/ member of his Church 
should. perish, who could by any means be reclaimed 
from. error. 

As it would bo highly necessary that there should be 

tame chufcfe discipline, our Saviour promised, that 

. $he Apostles should hive the power of ruling ov«r it* 

$qA that he would, confirm their decisions. Kay, /o* 

'■ their 
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their further encouragement,, t>ur Lord assured them, 
that authority and power should not only attend the 
actions of their united. body in spiritual concerns, but 
-wherever two of them should think proper to ask for 
divine illumination, or for a miracle to confirm* their 
determinations, it should be immediately granted; for, 
though invisible, he should be essentially present to shew, 
by all proper interposition, the regard he had to their 
•interest and prayers. 

Since bur divine Lord had so strongly recommended 
the virtue of humility, we should study to be perfect in 
it ; for which purpose, let us carefully practise the les- 
sons he gave to his apostles. As, children are so dear* in 
the sight of their heavenly. Father and his beloved Son; 
they ought to be instructed, by those who have rhe car* 
of their education, to honour and, obey Gojb j for as it ii 
not the will of Goo that one of these little ones should 
perish, whoever is negligent of theLu seligious improve! 
znent will be answerable in a great ^measure for whatever 
impiety they may afterwards 1 tomariu What a : strong 
incitement does ouxX^aD^i^echrratoOn aiFordior givJflg 
religious instruction to the children of thfe poor! 

Out Lord's rules for the. conduct of "his apostles* in 
respect *o quarrels, and contentions, are of general applfc- 
cation, and Will be found highly conducive to peace and 
reconcilement. 
. There is one part of this- section, relating to hetf, 
which requires particular attention ; namely, '* Where 
the nverm iicth not % and the fire it. not quenched. ' { For 
Wiry fine* shall be fait/ d with fire % and every sacrifice shall 
he stilted \fufith salt. Salt is goad; but if the salt have loft 
its raltnesi) njoherewith will y* season it ? Howe salt ik 
ycttrsfbveSi and haw peart one nss&th another \** *• 

These are the words of our Saviour himself, and 
they openly impry, that the punishment* in hell. vviS 

t* 

Digitized by VjOOQlC 



< *«2 ,) 

lie everiastiug, and that the fire is <of such a nature as 
to preserve from corruption ; so that the wicked will be 
for ever tormented, but never destroyed. The expres- 
•ipn " Every sacrifice shall be •salted with salt," inti- 
mates that divine grace will purify and preserve from 
corruption every soul that devotes itself to God's ser- 
vice. This salt is certainly good j but whoever grows 
careless and inattentive to his duty will lose its savour. 
It should, therefore, be the earnest endeavour of every 
Me to secure the inestimable' blessing of divine grace, 
and one principal mean of doing so is to live in charity 
with our fellow-creatures. 

One caution is particularly necessary in this age of 
speculative enquiry. Not to amuse bur minds with ca- 
rious, questions* concerning the. nature and duration of 
Hell torments, we should rather turn our thoughts to the 
means of avoiding them. That there is a place of dread. 
fill punishment foe tine wickfed > and that there, is also a 
ftace <tf perfect happiness, for the good, numberless texts 
«f ^siptujr assure jtmcnoN*! citrcomstJmce aflfbrds iriore , 
satisfaction in th&kaatkaiphLiiatt df **he latter, tfaaii the 
thought* afimijay&to&fy'eUrnal? and' on the other 
side, nothing 'is so likely tostFtke the wicked with awe, 
as the thoughts otnever+eHdirtg torment. Let us, there* 
fore, leave to others the investigation of points more 
curious than useful, and rest satisfied, that Gob will act 
towards all" merr with perfecf equity, and impartial un- 
erring Judgment. Those who endeavour to do their duty, 
and who place their faith and trust in a crucified re- 
deemer* therefore, have no occasion to fear that they 
•shall be doomed to everlasting misery any more than 
those who are obedient'to tht laws of the government 
they, live under In this wofld> have reason to dread that 
they shall- suffer those punishments which are provided 
for. delinquents. - 

^ SECTION 
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SECTION LXVl. 

CONTINUATION OF OUR LOlD's INSTRUCTIONS COM- 

CERKXNG FORGIVENESS. THE PARABLE OF Tfl* 

UNFORGIVING SERVANT. * - 

Frctfi Matthe<Wy Chap, xviii. — Mark, ix. 

Then came Peter to him, and said, Lord, how oft 
shaUnny brother sin against me,, and I forgive him I till 
seven times? 

Jesus saith unto him, I say not unto thee, Until seven 
times : but, until seventy times sevcn f 

Therefore is the kingdom of heaven likened unto m 
certain king, which would take account of his servants* 

And when he bad begun to reckon, one was brought 
.unto him which pwe4 him ten thousand talents* 

But forasmuch as he haft not to pay, his loro* com* 
manded him to be sold, and his wife and children, aofi 
-all that he had, and payment to be made* . 

The servant therefore fell down and worshipped Jum* 
saying, Lord, have patience with me, and I. wilL pay 
thee all. 

Then the lord of that servant was mov*d with com* 
passion, and loosed him, and forgave him the debt. 
- But the same servant went out, and found one of his 
fellow- servants, wnich owed him an hfandred jpence: 
and he laid hands on him, and took him by* the throat, 
paying, Pay me that thou dwest. 

And his fel!ow».servant fell down at his feet, and be*- 
•ought him, saying, Have patience, with me, and' I wiM 
pay thee all. * 

And he would not : but went and cast him into prk 
son^ till he should pay the debt. 

.. So when his fellow-servants saw what was done, they 
were very sorry, and came and told unto their lord all 
that was done. , . 

Then 
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Then his lord, after that he had called him, said nnf 
him, O thou wicked servant, I forgave thee all that 
de&t, because thou desiredst roe : 

Shouldest not thou also have had compassion on thy 
fellow-servant, even as J had pity on thee ? 

And his lord was wroth, and delivered him to the tor- 
mentors, iill he should pay all that was due unto him. v 

So likewise shall my heavenly Father do also unto ycu, 
if ye from your hearts forgive not every one his brother 
their trespasses. 

And John answered him, saying, Master, we saw one 
easting out devils in thy name, and he followeth not us; 
and we forbade him, because he followeth not us. 

.But Jtsus said, Forbid him not : for there is no man 
which shall do a miracle, in ray name, that can lightly 
ipeak evil of me. For he that is not against us, is on 
*©ur part* 

For whosoever shall give you a cup of water to drink 
In my name, because ye belong to Christ, verily I say 
unto- you, he shall not lose his reward *. 

' ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS. 

Peter t apprehending, perhaps, that our Lord's in- 
junctions for the accommodation of differences might be 
abused by ill-disposed persons as an encouragement t& 
offer injuries, and desirous to know how he himself ought 
to' act towards those who offended him, put the question 
toncerning/oirgtvencss. Our Lord's reply taught him* 
that no man should set bounds to his clemency in thi« 

* What was said by John concerning a pe/ton who was not a 
professed disciple casting out a devil, is inserted in the midst of our 
Saviour's discourse on humility, which is in a former section ; but 
-ac the explanation of it in that place wouid have broken the thread 
of our Loan's argument, it was reserved till now*.. 

... ' particular,. 
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particular, since every Jiuman being stands in need of 
forgiveness from Go© for numberless offences, infinitely 
greater than any he can receive from, his fellow* creatures., - 
. The parable which our Saviour made use of to' en- 
force this precept, is so clear, that it weije needless to 
attempt an illustration of it. It is however proper to 
observe, that the sum supposed to-be owing to the king, 
amounted to one million eight hundred and seventy -five 
thousand pounds; that by the servant to his fellow, only 
to three pounds two shillings aqd sixpence of our money; 

This parable alludes to the debt of sins, which every . 
human being contracts to a greater or less amount, by 
neglecting or refusing to obey the commands of God, 
to whom we owe perfect obedience. If the Sup rem* 
Being should proceed, against us with the rigour of 
strict justice, we should be utterly lost, because we are 
incapable of making satisfaction even for our least of* 
fences; but God is graciously pleased, of his infinite 
mercy, through Christ, to accept our faith and repent- 
ance instead of payment, if we humble" ourselves be. 
fore hira, and resolve to amend ; and he will net only 
have patience with us, but will forgive us all that we 
have formerly done amiss. But if we are cruel and un- 
forgiving to our fellow-creatures, we justly provoke the 
indignation of God* Let us> then constantly bear in 
mind the infinite compassion of our heavenly Father 
towards us sinfnl creatures, and banish from ©ur minds 
every sentiment of malice and revenge ; since our own 
prayers for pardon will not find acceptance at the*thrbne 
•f grace, unless' we, from our hearts, forgive those of- 
fences which our brethren have Committed against us. 

Whether John % from a consciousness that he deserved 
blame, wished to put an end to the subject, or thought 
the remarks he should make would lead ta a farther 

illustration 
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illustration. of it, is uncertain; but we may D«lerstan<l) 
(torn our Sayiour's answer* that -be meant, to recom. 
met*}, by his own example, a spirit of candour and mo* 
deration; and that it is best, in all doubtful cases, to 
treat those as /rien^ who are not avowed and declared 
enemies ; as such forbearance may be a means of per- 
fecting what is. wanting to complete the faith and obe- 
dience of the person* These words of oar Load re.; 
lated principally to the times of the Apostles; but all v 
Christians may assure themselves, that^the least of their- 
services will be kindly remembered and abundantly re* 
warded by divine bounty and grace. 

SECTION LXVII. 

• V* £ORD SENDS OUT THB SEVENTY »|SCirL£S. 
From Luke, Chap. X, 

After these things, the Lord appointed other se. 
venty also, and sent them two and two before his face 
into every city, and place, whither he himself would 
come. # 

Therefore said he unto them, The harvest truly is 
great, but the labourers are few : pray ye therefore the 
Lord of the harvest, that he would send forth labourers < 
into his harvest. , 

Go your ways ; behold, I send you forth as lambs 
among wolves, . Carry neither^ purse, nor scrip, nor 
shoes : and salute no man by the way. 

And into whatsoever house ye enter, first say, Peace 
be to this houte. And if the sen of peace be there, 
your peace shall rest upon it ; if not* it shall turn to 
you again* 

And in the same house remain, eating and drinking- 

snch 

/ 

. Digitized by VjOC 



( m ) 

such things as they give: 7 for the labourer is worthy of 
his hire* Go not from house to house. 

And into whatsoever city ye enter, and they receive 
you, eat such things as are set before you. 

And heal the sick that are therein, and say unto them, 
The kingdom of God is nigh* unto you. 

But into whatsoever city ye enter, and they receive 
you not, go your ways out into the streets of the same, 
and say, 

Even the very dust of your city which cleaveth 
on us, we do wipe off against you : notwithstanding, 
be ye sure of this, that the kingdom of God is come 
nigh unto you. ' 

But I say unto you, That it shall be more tolerable 
in that day for Sodom, than For that city. 

Woe unte thee, Chorazin ! woe unto thee, Bethsaidal 
for if the mighty works had been done in Tyre and Si-* 
don which have been done in you> they had a great 
while ago repented, sitting in sackcloth and ashes. 

But it sllal! be more tolerable for Tyre and Sidon at 
the judgment than for you; 

And thou Capernaum, which art exalted to heaven, 
shalt be thrust down to hell. 

He that heareth you, heareth me ; and he that de« 
spiseth you, despiseth me ; and he. that despiseth me, 
despiseth him that sent me. * 

ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS. 

As, in the choice of twelve Apostles, our Lord ap- 
pears to have had an eye to the twelve Patriarchs, and 
the twelve Princes of the tribes of Israel, so the appoint* 
ment of seventy teachers seems^ to have had a reference 
to the seventy elders appointed to assist Moses ; the 
Jewish- Sanhedrim also consisted of that number. These 

seventy 
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seventy wcr$ chosen from, ampng t fcose disciples who did 
not devote themselves entirely to oqr Lord's service 
like tfce Apostles, but were the frequent hearers of his 
doctrine, and witnesses of his miracles. Though the 
§cribes and Pharisees opposed our Lord's ministry, and 
many persons were influenced by them, great numbers 
had been converted, who lived at very distant places; 
some of these could not follow him continually, on ac- 
count of their occupations and connexions: he there,., 
fore kindly resolved" to send them 4 his Instructions, for 
their further improvement in Christian knowledge, by 
these seventy ; and afterwards to visit them himself, in 
order to confirm their faith before he left the world. 

It is unnecessary to enlarge on our Saviour's com- 
mission to the seventy : it is sufficient to say, that h& 
gave them the same instructions and encouragement as 
be did to the twelve, to receive and return the kindness 
of those who welcomed them, and denounce the judg- 
ments of God against those who rejected their message. 
(Out Lord again denounced vows against Boihsaida, 
Sec. But having already considered this denunciation 
in a former section, it is needless to comment upon it 
here. 

Hpw frequently did our Lord repeat his invitation 
to sinners ; He was constantly employed in promoting 
the glory of God and the good of mankind; thus in- 
structing men, and particularly his ministers, to have a 
tender regard for the souls of others ; and also teaching 
his followers to treat those with respect, whose office it 
is to explain to them the doctrines of his religion. 

Every minister who faithfully discharges his duty, by 
teaching true doctrine, and setting a good example to his 
flock, may be considered as a representative of his Lord 
and MASTERj.andshouldt»e hoBOurcd accordingly. 

SECTION 
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• - • - :J BJSCTI^N LXVUi. — - r 

HE DISCOURSES WITH THE ^JEWS CONCERNING 
! MIS MISSION. u * yt * ♦ "■'*"" •«.'•* *.' . 

* ••• ' • • FhdJihTt^ChapiYL-' •"" * ri 

Now the Jews feast of tabernacles was at hand.* *tt«f 
Sre ihren therefore said unto him, ^Depart henceVandgo 
into Judeay thaf thy disciples also may *see tie f wqrkf 
that thou dbest. * : " s " i;, '; : '' 

For there is ^no man that' dbeth any th!n| in secret^ 
anct he himself seeketh to be known 'openly : If thoa do 
these things, shew thyself to the world. * For neithet 
dfd his. brethren believe in him. ' ' "^ -*- 

Then Jesus said unto them, My" time is riot ye? 
come; but your time is always ready. The wbrfd J can* 
hot hate you: but it hateth rile, because I testifyof* it, 
that the works thereof kre evil. ' .-•..- : .*. ;*. . 

' Go ye up unto this' feast : I goCnot up yet ontd- tfcit 
fea$t, for my time is not yet fully come. ; :,? *°* v ' 

' When he had said these ; words' unto tliem, ^he-abode 
still in Galilee. But when his brethren were gdhe up,- 
then went he alse up unto the feast, not opetiry', 'but as 
it were* in secret. ' - * * '. * \ 

'Then the Jews sought him at the feast", arid said* 
Where is he ? And there was much rmirmuring' among 
fhe- people concerning him': for some said, He is a good 
man ; others said,' Nay ; but he deeeiveth the people; 1 -* 

How^bek no "man spake' "openly of him, for fear of 
the Jews. ' Now -about 'the 1 midst of the feast, Jesus 
went up into the ternple,* and taught. : 

And the Jews marvelled, saying, How knoweth this 
»an letters, • hd^ing- never learned ? •' 

Jesus answered them, and said, My doctrine "is not" 
' mine,' but his that sent me. 

V«l.V. O If 
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If any wan will do his wOf,} he shall know of the 
doctrine, whether it \p of God, or whether I apeak o{ 

jfeyselL 

He that speaketh of himself, seeketh his own glory : 
lot lie that seeketh his glory that sent .him, the same ia 
ym, afi4 no unrighteousness is in him. 

Did not Moses give you the law, and yet none of y<n* 
fceepeththe law ? Why go ye about to kill me ? 

The people answered and' said, Thou hast a devil ^ 
-who gpelh about to kill thee i 

Jssvfr answered and said unto them, I have done one 
work, and yt all marveL 

Motes therefore gave onto you circumcision, (not 
because it is of Motet, but of the fathers) and ye on the 
tabbath-day circumcise a man. 

If a man on the sabbath-day receive circumcision % 
that the law of Moses should not be broken; are ye 
*A%ry at me because J have made a man every whit 
whole on the sabbath-day ? , 

judge 'not According to the appearance, but judge 
righteous judgment* 

Then said some of them of Jerusalem, Is not this he 
whom they seek to kill ? But lo, he speaketh boldly >4 
a«d they sav nothing unto him : do the rulers know in. 
deed thai this is the vtiy Christ ? 
t Howbeit we know this man whence he is : but when, 
Christ cometh, no man knoweth whence he is. • • 

Then cried Jesus in the temple as he taught, saying, 
Ye both know, me^ and ye know whence i am * : and L 
am not eome of myself, but he that seat me is trye* 
whom ye know not. 

But I know him, for I 3m from him, and he hatK 
sent me. ^ -. 

* Commentators agree tkat this,. ia the origf&afi) is afl:interriga4i 
ti0Rf viz. Doy* fotb know me, &d wbtnet lam? 

n . iTacn. 
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Then fliejr sought 1 to take Km ; t>at no man kid 
fc&mfs £n him, because his ho*r was not yet come : 

And many of the pedfAe believed on hits* and said* 
WhenCttfti** cometh, will he do more miracles than 
thesewhich this mar? hath done* J 
'■' Iftie Pharisees heard nflatf 'tfte pedpfre murmured sack 
things concerning him: 1 arid 'the Pharisees and chief 
yrietts sent' officers te take him, 

: Then said J*strsr *nrt> them, Yet a little while am I 
%ith you, and then 1 go unto him that sent me. 

Ye shajl seek me, and shall ncft find- me: and where 
1 am, fhithe^ ye cannot come. 

Then saiil the jews among themselves, Whither will 
lie go, that we shall not And him ? Will he Jjo unto the 
dispersed amdng the Gentiles, and teach the'Gentiles f 
" What manner of saying is this that he' said, Ye shall 
ieek me, and shall not find me; ""and where I am, thi- 
ther ye cannot come? . 



ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS. 

The feast df tabernacles was observed by the Jews 
With great soleranit^and joy* 

The kindred of Joseph and Mary, who are the per. . 
sons here called oar I/oro'a brethren, did not believe 
him to he tie ifatssifttt : therefore, it was not out of 
kindness and respect, but rrbm iH-wiil, that the^ advised 
liim to go to Judea** knowingf their hearts, Jesus de- 
clined giiring : public testimony of his ministry at Jenu 
Salem, and {manifesting himself openly to ail the worlds 
because the time appointed by the Fat hi a for his doin£ 
«o was not yet 1 arrived, and it was proper for Tiira 
to use tvety prudent means to avoid persecution ; neither 
ttid he wish to provoke the Roman governor. As for 
thdie who*re here called bis inthrcn % is was of fittte 
O a impocu 
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. importance wien they went jo Jerusalem, -Bother 
had they reason to fear ill-treatment from the T g^awa* 
lity of mankind, or the.xulcrs of the Jew,$ in paftif uiar j 
Jbecause. these all .acted ^upoq. the sa.ros, worldly . princi- 
ples. But our Saviou^ ^eal^forjxuth/aod reforma- 
tion nad&.alksji^^igFp),!^ 

resolving to go. privacy: to the feast,., at. the* time he. 
himself should j udge moat jp$per^, wai ted , a. fcw ♦ day* 
longer, and then , went, but, no,t ,^t tended by a train of 
followers, as usual ^ , ... , . 

From the enquiry which is sajTd to have been made 
by the Jews, there appears t^.^je^heen a, general .ex- 
pectation of- our Load's coming... to ,tj*e ^feast, some 
wishing tQ sec him through .curiosity,, pthejprwuh the 
hope of receiving .benefit, either from his jloe^rine or 
miraculous pow^r ;. and the Scribe* a«d Pharisees -long- 
ing for an opportunity of pe/secnting him to his de- 
struction. These different motives naturally gave me 
to disputes, but they were cautiously conducted by 
those who thought favourably of our Lord, through 
fear of incurring the displeasure of the Jewhii rulers. 
. When the general expectation of his coming .had a 
little subsided, our Lord- publicly entered intotfye 
temple,. and taught with sucljL.xliv.ine eloquence, that 
the multitude, who werg assem^ed * |x>gethf r L wex« 
astonishcd t for, they could -not a^pmt^jbr. b js possessing 
puch deep, knowledge in th$ ^Scriptures, : nor. for the 
gracefulness and propriety with .which he j#mmunU 
catsd this^tjRowkdge tp others, Tha| : ihjey;fnight np 
longer ^wono^er at his abilities, pur Loild publicly as? 
fured them, that what he taught wa* not »thc result o£ 
Jhuman study, but proceeded immediately from .Goo 4 
that it was not his as man, , but as the. Mediator ;..aq£ 
he declared, that God would afford inward conwtctisiflp 
iqpry honesty candid, and re%ioys mind, that jhe^pfc. 
\ trine 
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trine of 4n» beloved Sotf wis divine/ Our Lord theft 
pointed but to his hearers the gr^ajt difference? there wat 
betwixt himself/ and a person who should • seek to -pro* 
iriote hts own private interest, as hd c&ffetamly referred 
the glory of all his miracles, as well a* the wisdom 
-which governed his words and actions, to the Father, 
•which was a sure proof -that he/ was no impostor. Our 
L/okb then reminded them of the difference there was 
Wtween 1 himself-and sXtfHd of the Jewish teachers, who, 
*at' the same- time that they, contended for the dhtin* 
origihtilof' the 1 La^\ violated one of its greatest preU 
cepts/ by ' thfelrlsefckirig to kill hino, who was an inno- 
cent and j uprighl Jperrfbr). The pedple who were not 
acquainted vfrith- the- secret designs of some of his hear. 
ersy freateft ojilr-'Loaiy as if te were possessed with a 
dfeViiy ; aad^-\inconscioos o$ ; the Words ho uttered, when 
he* talked q£ \\fei!e-'s*kfitg infill #01; lwathe, knowing 
that; the Scribes and PbaHsees, would; renew their perse* 
cation ''against ' him,- on* account of his - haying com* 
itianded the frftj&SJteAOman 'at «he pool of Eethesda to 
carry hfealted, l^rd&eeLhisfr&aiet'to the secret thought* 
which passed in their malicious minds,, before- they 
begs* o^pettly ttf 'ae^fasV'hing/ at$ mildly expostulated on 
thc'tnedftsistfenoy of thei^cwnduct; > even ujjo* tfaeir own 
prindiplefe?' for ?f it • wasMawfid td.bfeak ' the vabbatic 
law, « in cttjter * to-' olrtef ve frhe *##: of: rfraforkfoafo surely 
i# r i*wStbe lawfil for; him nn ;*do « gbtjcfc work, whidt 
manifilkeA forth* the ^lOry-of ^o*,.iart4. f was perfectly 
tgteeafcle vo the 'laws *o££w^ai<ky. : Our Lord, there* 
fo#e> reiqtfir&J diem* to jtedgwftijs actions as reasop 
*w>uld d«w«e^vifc they divestadhbemsefrQ^fl^reyidioe ; 
for tfcen.they -would ,be as vueady to acknowledge hi* 
divine mVosion,' as that of-:flfflsii. •" 
• Sbj«e of flttf: cangnsgatioo, wlio dwelt at Jerusalem* 
4eear to? h&veikHGtwh: thk'the 'members of the Sanhe* 
lu-'^U O3 1 n drira 
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drim sougftt far an. opp^Homtypf patting oar Lp*d- tfr 
death, and wcie surprised that they did not prohibit 
hit preaching. It appeared to them, frpm this cireum^ 
stance, as if die adeas .were, convinced that ,$e was 
really the Messiah,/ and .yet they observed it was very 
unlikely be should he so, because the prophets foretoi4 
that Christ should be born: m a miraculous way at Beth- 
lehem ; whereas Jssu* came opt of Galilee, and, his pa* 
rent* were known* Whilst they were tfdm. indulging 
themselves in idle %urmiaes, and wilfully resolving not 
to believe the doctrine of C»**si* fie exalted his voice* 
that hin words might be perfectly heasd by them, and> 
noticed by the rest of the people, declaring that thei* 
assertion, " that they both knn» him* *!fd ntohtitct be ivas % 
was felse, for that he came imjiediateiy ftps* <5o© p 
• *whom they knew not; bat that he knew Go fry haying, 
proceeded immediately from him,: and being expressly 
s»t by him/' The charge of ndt knowing {*$& pr«m 
voked the Jews to such a degree, that they would have/ 
immediately seized him, and laid an accusation before 
the council, had not the power of «*r L**4 . ovcsh 
rmled their malice. 

This discourse, though rejected by Ac +nm4, fbuSt 
a passage tethe hearts of the, £**&•♦ Those who wejfsr 
desirous of doing the will of Go*, discerned by the 
right me *f their reasoay assisted by divine grace, that 
our Loan taught heavenly precepts* They were ready 
to acknowledge him as the Messiah; and did not 
•peak their sentiments so privately, but that some of * 
contrary opinies* isattaned the. Pharisees and other 
members of tfee Sanhedrtsa of their conversation, wh» 
aent some of their officers to apprehend him. Jesus*. 
knowing their design, intimated that God would not 
permit them to put it in execution at present ; and in. 
formed them, that when he should return to God, he 

should 
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j&ouUjbei .out ot.l &eir spacfc; neither woakU su< 
licious persons find admittance to the divine pr 
^nd that they would th^n seek in vain for the 
f si ah. The Jews,, mt understanding his allusipi 

' posed that he meant to go and seek for the 

,Abraham'a descendants, who were scattered ami 
, Greeks aad other nations ; or that he would en^ 
to find reception for himself amongst the G 
■ Not knowiaf how to judge, they were tearful 

F ing, and overawed by divine power, though the] 

it not, they suffered him to depart without furti 
Jestation, , 

Every person, in the course of a religious lift 
-expect to meet with a variety of censures. Xei 
Ve ever, so good, some will speak ill of him ; hut 
comfort for such to reflect, that his Saviour b 
j , same treatment before him, by which means he 

J jexample of the proper hehaviour under such c 

* stances. Let us then learn of Christ patiently 

r .dure injurious language, and endeavour to beha^ 

I - selves so, that we may have a testimony in 01 

:' .conscience* and in the presence of God. The 

i our names be had in remembrance, and the hone 

! reward of pur faithful obedience continue, wh 

4nemory of those who reviled us has perished 
them. 

-SE-CTiON LXIX. 

AN INVITATION FROM THE WORD O* THE' 
EXTRACTED FROM THJ2 PROPHECY OF ISAIA 

From IsaiaBy C&hpHv* 
Ho! every one that thirsteth, comeye\o they 
And he that hath no silver, come ye, buy, an 
Yea, come, buy ye without-silver ; and without 
wine and milk. 

O 4 Wto 
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Wherefore do you Veig^ Hut yotoi* silver for that 

Which 15 no bread?' And your riches, for th¥l 'which 

will not satisfy? Attend, and' hearken unto roe; and 

jfcatj that which Ts truly good ;" and ybur Will shall feed 

Hscffwftn^tKe richest delicacies; " \' % '" * °"* - 

Incline your ear ahct come unt6 me";' attend, and 
your saul shall live : And" I will maKe" wim* ybu ah 
everlasting covenant ; and I will £ive *you the gracious 
j)fdmises' made 16 David,' which tieVer" shalWlfl.; 

'Behold,, for a" witness , to the peepie I hatfe 1 given 
Trim • a leader and a lawgiver to di6 nations* 

Behold, the nation, whom thou knowest not, thott 
"shalt cal^'and the nation which knew not thee, shall 
run [info f thee,. for the sake of JEHOVAH thy Gob ; 
"ana for the Holy One of Israel, for he hath glorified thee. 
" 'Seek ye JEHOVAH, while he may be found; call 
ye upon him, while he is near at hand. 

Let the wicked forsake his way, and the unrighteoua 
man his thoughts : and let him refurn unto JEHOVAH 5 
for he will receive him with compassion ; and unto our 
God, for he aboundeth in forgiveness. '* 

For my thoughts are not your thoughts ; neither are 
ybiir ways my ways, saith JEHOVAH. 

For as the heavens are higher % than the eartfc ; so are 
my ways higher than your ways, and my thoughts than 
your thoughts. 

Verily, like as 'the rain descehddtK, 'and as the snow 
fiom ihe heavens, and thither it doth not return : but 
moisteneth the earth and maketh it generate, and put 
forth its increase, that it may give food to the sower, 
and bread to the eater. 

; So shall be the word' which goeth forth from my 
mouth, it shall not return unto me fruitless ; but it shall 
Effect what I have willed ; and make the purpose succeed/ 
for^ which I have sent it% ,.'..; 

' ' - % • ' Surely 
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<*'■ Su^^wiifo, joj>sJiail~ye go forth, and with peace 
f&all y§ : l?5 lfjd oqward : The mountains and the hilU 
shall burst forth before you into song ; and all the tree* 
9f*^fo^fstshail^p^ir^nds- . 
^ r ' Instead Q£?;hetJiorny. bushes, shall grow up the fir- 
tree ; : and ;injsiead .of the bramble shall grow \ up the 
nayrtle. And it shall be unto JEHOVAH for a me- 
inorial ; for a perpetual sign, which shall not be abo- 
lished. • - •• . . 

- ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS. . 

Laiah is generally called the' evangelical Propher,' 
and the foregoing extract from his writings exactly ac- 
cords both with the doctrine and style- of the Gospels ; 
we will therefore endeavour, assisted by the knowledge 
already obtained from our Lord's discourses, tb : under- 
stand its import, which will help to illustrate the fol- 
lowing part of his history ♦ , - - * 
The Divine Word seems here (as on other occa-v 
sions) to be anticipating the times of the Gospel, He 
first invites .all,, who should ardently desire happiness, 
to come unto him i; promising, that he would freely 
dispense it to every individual; even though they we're' 
totally .destitute of the. means to recompense himy* Ife 5 
then'intimatcs the superlative^ excellency of the' gifts he 
should thus liberally bestow^ being calculated tb nourish' 
the soul into everlasting life ; and, therefore, deserving 
of thernbst serious attention, * : 
' 'th&elilessings were to^be expected, When'tJfe^LoRO ' 
should perform the gracious promises made to David ; ' 
that' is to say,' when the 'Messiah shoald'corfie, whom 
thpy were required to receive as a Leader and 'Law- " 
giver, not* only* to 'the Jews, but to 'sftl Wat forts 1 ,' who 
would run to him ; not because' he was, as Htdn y supe- ' 
rior tV the rest of Human kind,, but for the sake of j£- 
IlOV^AH ills Gqd, "who had resplved to gtoiifj trim, by* 
* ' . 65 v * "•''*' u -' tl ' '"taking 1 
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taking him in a mysteridus and rtwacokos manner to 
himclf) 'and to exalt 1dm to reign over the kingdom rf 
heaven. 

The. succeeding part of this prophecy so exactly 
agrees with our Saviour's preaching, that sorely no 
one can doubt but that the same Divine Btmadic* 
fated both. The conclusion consists of strong poetical 
images, expressing a great and happy change for the 
better, to be effected by the Messiah. The moral 
sense of the emblems made use of is, that instead of 
the wicked should arise the just, and instead of sinntn 
such at fear to sin. 

Let us now proceed to the continuation of otr Sa- 
viour's history, which will afford a farther explanation 
of this passage of prophecy. 

SECTION LXX. 

OUR LORD'S PROCLAMATION ON THE LAST DAT OF 

THE PE.AST. THE RETORT OF THE QFFICERS, AN» 

NICODEMUS'S INTERPOSITION. 

From John, Chap, vii. 

In the last day, that great day of the 1 feast, Jesus 
stood and cried, saying, If any man thirst, let him come 
unto me, and drink. 

. He thai ^elieyeth on me, as the scripture hath said, 
out of his \xXly shall flow rivers of living water. - 

(But this spake he of the spirit, which they that be. 
lieve on him, should receive : for the Holy Ghost wis' 
apt .yet given, because that Jesus was not yet gloru 
fed} 

Many of the people therefore, when they heard this 
aaying, said, Of a rtruth this is the Prophet." 

Others said. This if the Christ. But some said. 
Shall Christ cotne out of Galilee r 

Hath not the scripture said, That Christ Cometh 
ouj of the seed of David, and out of the town of 
Jtethjehein, where David was I 4 
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J5o the^.^asa^ivlsionamofig the people treatise of 
him. 

And some of theni would have taken him ; but no 
man laid hands on him* Then came the officers to the 
chief priests and the Pharisees; and they said uot> 
them, Why have ye not brought him ? 

The officers answered, Never man spake like this 
nian. Then answered them the Pharisees, Are ye also 
deceived ? 

Have any of the rulers, or of the Pharisees, believed 
©n him ? But this people who knoweth not the law are 
cursed. 

Nicodemus saith unto tbtm, (he that came to Jesus 
by night, being one of them) 

Doth our law judge any sum before it hear him* and 
know what he doeth I 

They answered and *aid onto fcim, Art thou also of 
Galilee ? Search, and look : for Out of Galilee aiistib, 
so prophet* 

And every mm went vnto &s own howev 

ANNOTATIONS aw REFLECTIONS: 

On the last day of the Feast of tabernacle*, which? 
was a day of great rejoicing and festivity, it was cusco* 
mary for the priests to surround the altar with- p*lm> 
tranches. Water was fetched from the brook of Si~ 
loam, some of which the people drank with loutf *c* 
clamationsof joy and thanksgiving, and some the priests, 
poured on. the altar, lie particular meaning of this 
ceremony is not exactly known.: tome learned author* 
are of opinion, that it was instituted in. commemora- 
tion of their forefather* being miraculously refreshed* 
when they thirsted in the wilderness ; and some suppose,, 
that it was meant as a way of invoking the DrriN* 
SrtRit to be poured out cm them. If the latter was 
the true interpretation, there was particular propriety 
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in our Saviours making use ©f " flris solemnity for 
inviting those who thirsted, for spiritual refreshment to 
come unto him. 

It is supposed that our Lord 'stood on an eminence, 
and proclaimed,' with a foud voice, His gracious invita- 
tion. TJie words he used evidently allude to the fore- 
going prophecy. Their spiritual meaning may be ascer- 
tained by "comparing 'them with * the conversation hie 
Jjeld .with the .woman of Samaria; and we may consi- 
der our Saviour, oh this occasion as publicly opening 
ihe'rwel! of * 'salvation , inviting sinners to drink of it, and, 
with .authority, promising to eive to all who should 
have a 'true faitrTin him,' such" supplies'of the Holy 
Spirit .a* should not only refresh their dwn souls; but 
enable tleni to instruct and comfort others with hea- 
venly .doctrine. t This .part of our Lord's discourse, the 
Apostle tells us, related to the gift of the Holy Ghost,. _ 
which "was to be granted in a visible and striking man- 
lier after his ascension* 

We find that, evin among those who were inclined 
to accept pa* ; J-giib/* imitation*. iheje;tyere gfe^t. divi- 
sions.; some believing him to-be the Messiah, Qthers.t&e- 
Frophet who was tt> be hJs forerunner ;. whilst some were;, 
restrained jfrom^fcnowing him as either, by the prejudice 
they had against/ Galilee* which .they; supposed to be the - 
place of Sis nativity. It was generally helieyed that 
the Messiah was to Reborn at Bethlehem; but the. 
Jewish people "appear "*to ^ttave . been acquainted wijth. 
only asrnall part'oF the "prophetic writings-; for. thet 
Scribes and Tharisees neglected "to study them, substitut- 
ing traditional expositions ia their,, stead. If .they would 
fcive incfuire J'of, the Virgin Mary, or pur Lord's Apas~. 
tics/ th^Y might Kave known that he ivas born at peth- 
lehem;"apdi W examining the genealogies, they would 
live discovered that he sprang from David« 

It abpc'alrsfroixi ourtoRD^s own words, that the condi- 
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tton of receiving the inestimable gift "of ^tKe iFfoett* 

Ghost is faith in Christ. This faith, as was befdrti 
shewn, consists, in believirig hkrt to be the Messiah 
aad the Son of God, or, Goo by his Divine -Word, 
manifested in 'the flesh. The prophecy in the last section? 
was, doubtless, like other divine revelations, uttered by 
the prophet, in consequence of the Word t>f the Lord 
coming to him. The Divine Being did not make tran- 
sient writs to the Messiah, but constantly abode with 
him : and who can doubt that this was the case, when 
they find our Lord adopting the Very expressions made 
use of by the Word of the Lord, who came tp the Pro- 
phets, and repeating, irt his - own name, the promise* 
which the Lord had before made ? Let us then receive 
our Saviour's repeated declaration, ?that the Lord, itt 
him, actually visited and dwelt witii hfe people, as *- 
tlrue'and undeniable testimony of J the performance of the 
diving promises ; and let us follow hinv as our Leader; 
anJ obey him as obr Lawgiver, iThere is, to ,be 'surey 
great mystery in this doctrine ; but what finite mind 
can penetrate into the councils of eternal wisdom ? As 
the Lord's ways a re higher than our ways, and his thoughts 
than our thoughts^ we should set bounds to fcurtavjostty/ 
and contemplate them --with an humble sense of his grtau 
ness, and our own littleness, . " J - - • * 

If we carefully consult the Prophecies, and compare 
them with the Gospel, we may obtain satisfactory proof 
that the Godhead dwelt 'in hint. • Let us/' thefefose, 
endeavour to ; purchase, with faith y -'tyhe inestimable 
treasures, .of olivine giac*i which rto.eaitMy riches can?- 
procure ; and incline our ear to our GOD-and SaviourY ; 
that our souls iaay live. Let *ui seek Jehovah while 
he is tx» be found, and call upon Jiim while ne h near at* 
handi ilfwe will <not acknowledge \tfm"Jn ihe Messiah >- 
be will hide himsoli frqitt.us-t attl ^itlnWt' «he -tikdiiL* 
\ ?\ tioa 
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t{oo of Christ, we shall nev€r gain admittance taJuf 
glorious presence ► 

And since it appears that by net understanding the 
Writings of the Old Testament we ioae a principal pari; 
•f the testimony tor the truth of o»r Saviour's diving 
mission ; and are exposed to a variety of delusions, let 
v» study, though we ase not Jfe*ws f the Law and the; 
Prophets ; which contain such exact descriptions o£ 
many circumstances recorded of our Saviour in the New, 
Testament, as will greatly tend to confirm our faith in, 
him as ike Redeemer of the world. And let us with* 
cut being biassed either by former prejudices, or the 
insinuations of others (be their rank in life or reputa- 
tion for knowledge ever so great) take a candid exami-. 
nation of our Lord's doctrine, and we shall soon per-, 
ceive its divine origin. Then shall we understand how* 
to esteem thin gracious proclamation of his, in which* 
we ourselves are interested, for Jssvs is ghrificd r andt 
tjie Gentiles are received into his church* 

SECTION LXXL 

SHE WOMAN TAKE* XW ADULTERY.— J KStT9 Dft— 
. COUJtSES CXMUCft&KlK^ HIS »SIKG TUB LfQUX &p • 
THE WORL&. 

Front John, Chap, viin 

JtstJ5 went unto the mount p£ Olives > 

And early in. the morning he came again into the temw 
pie, and all die.people came nntphua, and he sat dowr* 
and taught t beau 

And the Scribes and Pharisees brought unto him at 
fftpman taken in adultery ; and when they bad set her 
in th* reidst, <hey say unto him, Master, this woman' 
w^.tafesn ia apj&ery, mx\q my.acu 

Noir 
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- K$w M#se» ifi die law cbmaiaiafci *ui> tfiat sfccft 
should be stoned t but what sayest thou I j 

' T&« they said, tempting him, that the/ might have 
to accuse Jrira. But J-Etea stooped down, and with his 
inger wrote on the ground* a& though, he heard them- 
got. 

So when they continued asking him, he lift up him. 
fclf, and said unto them, He that is without sin among 
you, let him first cast a stone at her- 

And again > he stooped do wo, and wrote on the 
ground. 

And they which heard it* being convicted by their 
&*h conscience^ went out one by one* beginning at the 
eldest, even to the last :■ and Jesus was left alone, and! 
die woman standing in the nudstv 

When Jsstrs had lift up himself, and! saw none bar 
the woman, he said unto her, Woman,, where are those 
thine accuseds I hath no man condemned thee I . 

She said* No man, Lo*»* And J isirs said onto her^ 
Neither do I condemn thee : go,, and sin no more. 

Then "spake Jesxw again unto them, saying, I am- 
the light of the world r he that followeth me shall not 
walk in darkness, but shall have the light of life. 
" The Pharisees therefore sdid unto him, Thou nearest 
record of thyself: thy record is not true* 

J^svs answered and$aid unto them, Though I bear 
record of myself, yet my record is t*oe r for I know 
whence I came, and whither 1 go - r but ye cannot tell 
whence I came,, arid whither I go. 

Ye judge after the flesh, I judge no man : 

And ytt if I judge, my judgment is true : for I wat 
not along-, bat I and the Father that sent me* 

It is also* written in your law,, that the testimony of 
two men is true* 

I .am 
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" I' aM; on* that bear witness of myself; and tik Fa- 
ther that sent me, beareth witnesfrof njei. -. ;, : . c .,;. , ;, 
Tftien said /they, .unto : him, Where : is . thy-' F^thpr ?, 
Jesus answered, Ye neither know* ine* nor. my Jfaihfiv* 
if ye had known pie, ye should have known j$y<FjHfcg|fc' 
also. - 4 

These words spake Jesus in the treasury as he* taught 
in the temple : and< no man laid hands on him^ for hi*., 
hour was not yet come. - ; ■:*•..*/ 

Then said J Bsais.-agaia-up to them* I -.go my way,„ and 
ye shall seek me, and shall die in your sins : whither I 
go, ye cannot come. • w • »■••.'■ 

Then said the Jews, Will he kill .hi/sseJf J^befaugp) 
he saith, Whither I go,, ye cannot jCome> _ :) x .,.; ,, 
And he sajd unto them,* Ye are from beneath, I aa% 
from above: ye are of -thisowoxld, .1 am not of this 
world. ,' ;<• ...... . > 

I said therefore unto you, that ye shall die. in your 
sins ; for if ye believe not that I am lie, y* shall die in 
your sins. .....'.. 

. Then -said they untGthtm, Who art tlpu ? And Jesvs 
saith unto them, Even :the same, that I <feaid a ,unto jw* 
from the beginning. ...... '<t 

- • I have many things to say* and po judge of you. } but 
he that sent me is true : and I speak to; the wp^ld.those- 
rhings wbkh 1 hay e heard of hlmv' - - 

They understood .noi that' he spake, to .-them, of the 
Jathefc - - , /v.--, ,. i. t . ; - . •-. 

Then said Jesus unto them,, WhftQ N ye,.Jbave lift, up,, 
the Son of manj t}jen 5 shall ye know jhat : I^m ; $$, and 
that. I do nothing of myself: but ^smjif^tjierharh 
taught me, I speak these things. r r ; .._... 

" And he.that. sent. rne^, is with me,: the, Father. hath 
not left me alone; for I do always those, things tjia£ 
please him. 

ANNOTA- 
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? v ANSOTAtlONS'iiKD REFLBCtlONS. !/ V 
- Notwithstanding the "conspiracy which* our 'Xovto 
kneWfvas formed- against him> he sat down and- taught 
in the Temple with authority ; - but was soori interrupted 
by his constant enemies the" Scribes and Pharisees, wh& 
would neither heat him themselves* nor suffer others to 

joBd^^v?' -,.: i - \ ' • • ; ; 

The woman they brought tohim had been guilty tof 
a cririJe' for which the Jewish law condemned person^ 
to be stbned ; and as the c6urt-> ■ before which'she was to 
i&lried, was not yet assembled, they res6lv*d ; to see 
howourfcfcRD would proceed in such a case, as he prol 
Messed to supersede stme of the precepts ©T the*Mosaifc 
law, or to give them a - new interpretation * and they 
knew, that which w^y soeve* hemight determine,' the^ 
should hat* & pretence for accusing him, either to the 
. Romans, for ^pronouncing sentence of death against her: 
without authority from them i or to the Sanhedrim^ 
for a contempt of the law of Moses, Our Lor 6, td 
disappoint their malice, appeared at first inattentive t* 
their question ; .but on their continuing importunate; 
he gave that admirable answer by which he avoided 
the snare they had laid for him. He tacitly acknow- 
ledged -that the offender deserved to be prosecuted, but 
appealed to their consciences whether they, "according 
to the rules of morality, were fit to be her prosecutors ; 
referring ilso to the law of Moses*, which enjoined) 
that the execution, in such cases, should be begun by 
the witnesses. To shew that he was not fearful of the 
resentment of the Pharisees, our Lord again wrote on 
the ground. It is in vain to conjecture what- lie 'wrote} 
neither is it material for us to know ; but it was . to his 
enemies like the hand-writing on the wall, which oca. 
casioned such consternation in the palace of .Belahaj&zacifc 

• Deut. xii. 7. t Din. v. 9. 

and 
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•a* ftey stole ttray wnh shame aft* ccpftttijtw ? tfiose 
.whpseage had fonishcd then* with the most opportu- 
nities foi the practice ef wickedness, leading the way, 
and those who were just entering on the paths of vkc r 
/olfcwlug them ; ail asjiangi* to justify in themselve* 
those action* yUcfe .tfey *eije *ea4y to condemn fe 
others, yet too proud to repent and receive the Gospel, 
The woman nemaintd alone in the naidst of thecrowd, 
determined to abijle by tfee judgment of t^e &»*»; an* 
•truck, as it seems, with deep remorse for be? crime, 
*xpeciinfc with fear an$ trembling,, th* he wo*il4 jco* 
nouncc her cono>o>iiatioii ; bet as bet «ec4fef» went 
gone* Christ dismissed her also, bee*** it 4ieVnot be* 
long to his office as Messiah to give sentence in judi- 
cial causes. His ki*gd*i» was no* of this wfcrid ^ be 
*amc tocall signers to repeiuaqc*, that they might escape 
eternal death ; and. in the f resent instance, though, he 
#d not condemn the woman lo *e stoned, he by no* 
#aeans encouraged her to repeat her crime ; on the *on« 
trary, he strictly enjoined her to sesora bet life, lest she 
should subject herself to a severer judgineot from Gob 
than man could pronounce or inflict*. 

Our Lord, it seems, after the woman's departure,, 
resumed his discourse to the people $ *nd borrowing ae 
^illusion from the mild rays of the morning sun which 
illuminated the temple, called himself the Light cftht 
world; and invited his hearers to quit the darkness of 
trror and sih„and be guided by his doctrine to everlast- 
ing life* Notwithstanding those Scribes and Pharisees 
were gone who brought the woman, others still re* 
jaained* who, ewagect at the disappointment their bre- 
• thren had met with, resolved to dispute with him, and 
attributed his assertion to vain-glory ♦ Jssvs thenassered 
them, that his testunony concerning himself was ccr. 

*tainly 
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tatnty true; that he was convinced of his onion, with 
Goo, and knew that,, in respect to his divine nqture, he 
came frpm heaven, and should return thither. As for 
themselves) he observed, they were very incompetent 
judges of him and his doctrine, being entirely ignorant 
•f spiritual things ; but the case was very di&rent with 
{he Messiah* who, were he inclined to judge in spirit 
tual affair sj .would never be liable to error,, because Gox> 
was constantly present in him, and every determination 
of his judgment, .was, regulated by the knowledges his 
fOj^l received from the .Godhead; yet he should, not 
at present, take upon himself the ogice of judge* If in 
the law of Moses two witnesses .weie sufficient tp esta* 
blish the credibility of any thiqg, surety otur Lord sai4 
lhey pu^lt to t |?edicjve wfyat was at tested b^ him* since/ 
God had, by working miracles through him, borne, tea? 
tijBony %o the .tr^th pi his doctrine, and abgt hf ijbe pro- 
phecies which so particularly 4cscr ibe4 him. In older 
t o evade those powerful arguments* which they could 
not refute, the Pharisees ca Ued upon our Loan to pro* 
dnce his Fath* a, to.wjiQse testimony he appealed, pre* 
tending to understand that. he spake of an earthly isxhtxt 
his answer implied, that as, fhey were wilfully blind* 
jt was to op purpose to hold converse with them on di* 
vine subjects. Jt w,as plain, from their ignorance in not 
distinguishing the Missiaji, that they understood not 
what God had already revealed concerning him, and 
that he alone could give them certain information in re* 
ipect to the mature and will of God* 

It is very evident that the Pharisees were restrained 
Jjy divine power, or they" certainly would have seized 
our JLo*d, for so openly accusing them of ignorance* 
and declaring that God was his Fath er. Our i>enevo P 
Jent Saviour, unwilling that, even hi* enemies should 

perish* 
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perish, wamect them of his departure ; assuring tfcemj 
it wouldbe in vain to seek for the' Messiah in this 
world, when He should be gone ; neither would those 
who rejected him here, be permitted to follow him to 
heaven. 

Even this awful address they treated with derision, 
requiring to know who he was, that 3uch regard was 
to be paid to him ; and that it should be so fatal to neg- 
lect him? Jesus calmly answered, that he was what he 
styled himself In the 'beginning of fiis' discourse?, namely, 
the light of the world* s what he declared himself to hi 
in the beginning of his ministry; the Son.^God ; the* 
Woxd of the Lord,' who had constantly spoken as God 
from the \ beginning of time ; ( Ae 1 Seed" of the. Woman, 
the'Mediat^OT'tfe'Covgniht, 'ano! 'th<* Faith of the 

Patriarchs.- ''/ /\\''; * rt:il ™ ^ : * ' / 

'1WHP $? Mr doctrine must appfeaf td J those wholjri- 
deritood thrf^criptures, th£ Phari&e^ Comprehended ii 
not; Our Lord rfien^ informed th^m,' that at a futurd 
time,' after his exaltation to heaven, they should "be con- 
Vihced that he was the 'Messiah'; 1 arid thaf merely ai 
Man, he did nothing, for dvery word and action im- 
mediately proceeded from 1 &>tf' Y'afcVTtt pYeterit fheif 
regarding him as sent by the iJYtfVv* Bfcfrtc ; : as v th'6 
Prophets of. old frequently Were, ;tf ith massages which 
they did not* understand, olir 'Lord 1 'addetf; thaT God 
was constantly present in him, and wGuld not leave Mm 
to the sole / guidance of human* reason, becaus'fe ne wars 
obedient to his will. ' . ' •-"*•' 

■ Let us not, lJke the proud Serines and "Pharisees/ re- 
fuse to come to the light/ ' As there is but one sun to 
enlighten oar eyes', so the*re is but onfe Mess»ah*to en- 
lighten our minds. * Though'ourSAViou'R 'is" rn HeaVen; 
he confintreJ' to 'transmit \ni : Ught to ms-{ it 1 * Shifted id 
* : • •* ' : • Henry's Annotation*. 

everj 
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jjBverypage-ff, the- Gospel; froBijWrhence we may, learn 
What the Messiah haa done for us, and what he 're- 
quires of* us. Let us then consider the> danger of dying 
in our sin; and/ instead of raising objections against 
Christ and' his Gospel, let us cheerfully receive the 
testimony.which the Father. has borne to liim, that 
where our Saviour is we may, follow him. Though 
Christ has many things to say of us, and to judge con* 
cerning us, he will lay, aside §t ye rfe judgment, . and yield 
to the dictates of mercy, if, in imitation of* his blessed 
example, we strive to do always those things that are 
pleasing to- our heavenly Father. ^ . _ T 

CONTI^NO-AViofN* OF -CHRIST V 'dTScWrsV WITH' THE 
JEWS IN THE TEMPLE CON<5ER r frlN i G HIS PRE. 
* BXISTiNCE. ' * ^ 

o* i. - . „.Fj*m Jdhn, Chap. viiL . . 

As he spake these words, many believed, on himl 

Then said Jesus to those Jews which believed on him,' 
. If ye continue in my word, then are ye my disciples 
indeed ; and y« shall know the truifr; and' the truth 
tfhall make you free. t -., / 

Tficy answered him, We be Abraham's seed, and were 
never jn hondage . to any man ;. how say est thoo, ye 
shay be^ made free 1 

Jesus answered them, Verily, verily I say unto you, 
"Whosoever committeth sin, is the servant of sin. 

£nd the servant abideth not Hi the fiouse for ever : 
'but 'the Son abideth ever. If the Son .therefore srlall 
make you free, ye shajl be free indeed. 

T know 'that ye'afe Abraham's see3 : but ye seek to 
" kiULme, because ray word htfh no place In you. 

I speak 

Digitized by VjrOOQlC 



* w> ) 

I speak rhat.wnicii I' have keen with my Father: adl 
ye do that which ye have seen wi ft your father. 

They answered and. said unto hup, Abraham is ottf 
father, Jesus saith unto them, If ye were Abraham's 
children, ye wouid do tlie works of* Abraham. " 

But now ye, seek tolcill'me, a man that' hath told you 
{he truth, whkh'l ha'vfe heard of God : this, did not 
Abraham* . \ 

Ye do the deeds of your father. Then said they to 
iiira, We be not born of fornication'; we have one Fa- 
tlier, even God, 

Jesus said unto them, If Gob were your Father, ye 
wouid love me ; for 1 proceeded forth, and came from 
God ; neither came I of myself, bat he sent me, 
. Why do ye not understand my speech i even because 
ye cannot hear my word. 

Ye are of your father ^the devil, and the lust of your 
father ye will do : he was a murderer from the begin, 
ning, and abode- not ill the truth, because there is no 
truth in him. When he speaketh a lie, he speaketfe of 
his. own : for he it a liar, and the father of it. 

And because I tell you the truth, ye believe me not. . 

Which of you convinceth me of sin ? " And if I say the 
tror^, why do ye not believe me ? He tnVt is of God, 
heareth God's words; y£ therefore hear them not, be* 
«ause ye are not of God . 

Then answered the Jews, and said onto hira, oay we 
not well, that thou art a Samaritan, and hast a devil ? 

Jesus answered, 1 have not a devil : but 1 honour 
uiy Father, and ye| do dishonour me. 

And I seek not mine own glory : there is one that 
teeketh and judgeth. I 

Verily,, verily J say unto you,, if a man keep my lay- 
ing he shall never tee acath, 

\ * Then 
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* T1*« safid the Jew* ttmohimy-Now wekftow that* 
Aou hast a devil, Abraham h dead and the prophets j 
atod cho« sayest* If a man keep my saying, he shall' 
never taste of d<?arh. 

Art thou greater than our fether Abraham, which ir 
dead ? and the prophets are -dead: whom makes t thou* 
•hyaelf? * 

Jims answered, If I honour myself, my honour i» 
itothirigt it is my Father that faonoureth me, of whom-' 
ye say, that he is your God * 

- Vet ye hate not knoWri him) but 1 know him s and 
if I should say, I know him not, I shall be a liar like 
unto you : buf Tknow him, and keep his saying. 

Your Father Abraham rejoiced to tee my day : and 
he saw it, and was glad. 

Then said the Jew* unto him, Thon art not yet fifty 
^ears old, and hast thou seen Abraham ? 

Jescs said unto them, Verily, verily I say unto you, 
Before Abraham was, Iak. 

Then took they up stones to east at him : but Jisus 
fiid himself and went out of the temple, going through 
the midst of them, and so passed by. * s 

. ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS. 

Although the Scribes and Pharisees refused to hear* 
■enr IfoRD, his divine eloquence converted many ; for 
there were still amongst the Jews numbers who went* 
alnsibk of their oVficienees, and wished for salvation : 
to these Goo. vouchsafed his grace* and they discernenV 
and were ready to own thV Messiah ; who, even before- 
their lips could profess their faith in him, acknowledged? 
rhem as-disciples, and carefully cherished *he goad di»J 
position he perceived in their minds, by promising 
them, that they should* have proofs of the trnfh of the 

V n Gospel,,, 
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Qospel, arid ibilitynp understand ttfea»# *t>4 chit I** 

&"«/£ should* make them free* Which implied, that* 
Christianity would clear their naiads from those .false 
prejudices to which they had hitherto been enslaved, 
*nd deliver them from the bondage of sin and the : yqke 
«jf the ceremonial Jaw*. This expression ga$e igteafc 
offence to some, who, forgetful of the Egyptian bpnpage, 
$o Babylonian captivity, aOdlthejr/pjre^«i^u(>jection 
to tfce Romany}, averted* jfeat the Jfw* had ne*y bee#. 
in bondage to any people.* Instead^ of confuting &ifc 
false assertion,, ouf Lo&Dr, .for the benefit of Jhis true dis- 
ciples, proceeded to expjfejp <bi$ meaning ; .and solemnly 
declared,, that all who cpamitted sia/treyo in a state of 
slavery ; and far from : hayuig alight- to .ba considered 
as the children of God, were at: best hvt\$ervanU 9 and 
liabie.tobocaetoff; where««s,ihe Messiah, being heir 
of Goo's family,. had not only a.pospetiul establishment 
in it, : but gireat -power t and. authority : he, therefore, 
could deliver whom he pleased frooi the spiritual bon- 
4age of sin. Our Lord 'c words* Abraham rejoiced to see 
jgR.^fft *#** he,ta<w .itand ayat -glad, intimated that 
Abraham had been favoured, with, a particular - revela- 
tion concerning the Messiah, and greatly rejoiced at 
the prospect of God's mercv to^nankind. Our Lord's 
declaration that Ije had existence before Abraham was 
leceivftd as downright blasphamy* and the Jews would 
l|aye put him to .dea;h„if be 4aad .not made use of hi* 
ipicaculoos power for the. preservation^ his life. r ..•- 
Jt has been repeatedly observed, that the Worb, 
which was united to -human nature in the person of our 
Saviour, was -the -same Divine Bx*N ; A.who appeared 
tp.thc Patriarchs as Thi LORD, and ,to Moses under 
the name of I AM*. . There is no other . being in the. 

•. * £xod. ill. I4» .... k * 

* l ' ' '" universe 
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universe brides God, to whom this title belongs; 
which implies eternal existence, not measured by time, 
fcut the same yesterday, to-day, and for ever. ; 7 j£sVs/ 
therefore, by appropriating , to himself this appefaaijipji, 
proved that he was actually taken into union withGop, 
who spake by him. Here^, then, we plainly discover the 
great I AM, who delivered Israel from Egyptian bond, 
age, coming in the Messiah to bring eternal sWdtW 
to all who would accept his gracious offer * ' • ' * » 

As we learn from this discourse of our blessecT^AVf'- 
our* that conttttffag in the belief and ^tac^iee* of hig 
divine doctrine will entitle us to that •gloric%s f Tfl&rtjr £ 
which belongs to nerie buttlie children xst'*Qo&, iC lklFm 
strive to be his disciples indeed; and riot contefnt out** 
selves with the outward profession of Ctolsti^t^nb* 
submit to be slaves to sin and Satan, but ff&& cW 
minds to the Sou s/Ggd, #ejoking that iW Hivfe fouriJ* 
the great I AM, before whom none nM] ahd* a/teY 
whom none wiU exist, even JEHOVAH - : ; "Besides 
whom there is no Saviour, who declared his purpose/ 
and made it. known, who hath done, and who shall 
undo* and let us> remember that the doctrine of Christ 
is not of human invention, but proceeded immediately 
from Go i>; it therefore riiust be our indispensable duty 
to- receive it, and if it does not bring <forth good fruits 
inns, it must be oar own fault: for out' blessed Lord 
has fully instructed us both in relation to faith and' 
practice, and in his own incomparable life has feet us- a 
perfect pattern of every virtue. 
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SECTION LXXI1I. 



THE. SEVENTY DISCIPLES RETURN. JJESUS FORETELS 

THE GREAT SUCCESS OF THE GOSPEL, AND PRAISES 

* HIS HEAVENLY FATHER. JESUS ANSWERS THE 

C^tflBE.— THE PARABLE OF THE GOOD SAMARITAN. 

From Luke, Chap* X. 

/And the seventy returned again with jay, saying, 

Lord, even the devils are subject unto us through 

thy, name. 
^ And he sai4 unto them, I beheld Satan, as lightning, 

f$U from beaten. 
(f Behold, J^giye unto you power to tread on serpents 

and scorpions, and over all the power of the enemy ; and 

no£hing t shall by any means hurt you. 
. Notwithstanding in this rejoice not, that the spirits 

a*e. subject} unto you: but rather rejoice, because your 

names are written in heaven. 
, jfofetftat nour Jssus rejoiced in spirit, andsaid, I thank 

thee, QJfother, Loan of heaven and earth, that thou 

hast. hid these things from the wise and prudent, and 

hast revealed them unto babes: even so, Father, for so 

i; seemed good in thy. sight. 

.All things are delivered to me of my Father: and no 
xnan knoweth who the Soil is, but the Father ; and who 
t}ie Father is, but the Son, and he to whom the Son 
will reveal him. ' 

And he turned him unto his disciples, and said pri- 
vately, Blessed are the eyes which see the things that 
ye see. 

For I tell you, that many prophets and kings have 
desired to see those things which ye see, and have not 
seen them ; and to hear those things which ye hear, 
and have not heard them. 

And 
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AncL behold, a certain lawyer stood up, and tempted 
fcini, saying r Master, what shall I do to inherit eternal 
life? 

Me said unto him, What is written in the law ? how 1 
Teadest thou? 

And he answering said, Thou shalt lore the"Lo*& 
thy God with all rhy heart, and 'with all thy' soul, and 
with all thy strength, and with all thy mind ; and thy * 
neighbour as thyself, * 

And- he said unto him/ Thou hast answered right: 
this do, and thou shalt live. 

But he^ willing to justify himself, said unto Jesu», 
And who is my neighbour ? 

, And Jesus answering, said, A certain mart went down 
from Jerusalem to Jericho, and fell among thieves-, which 
stripped him of his raiment, and wounded him*, jhk! de- 
parted, leaving him half dead* v 
. And by chance there came s down a certain priest that 
way ; and' when he saw him, he passed by on the other 
side. : - . . 

And likewise a Levite, when he was at the place* 
came and looked on him> and passed by t>n the other 
side, ' 

But a certain Samaritan, as he journeyed, came 
where he was : and when he saw him, he had compas- 
sion on him, 

And went to him, and bound up his wounds, pouring 
in oil and wine, and set him on his own beast, and 
btought him to an inn, and took care of him. . * 

And on the morrow, when he departed, he took out 
two pence, and gave them to the host, and said untfc 
him, Take care of him^ and whatsoever thou spendest 
more, when I come again, I will repay thee. 

Which now of these three, thinkest thou, was neigh- 
bour unto him that fell among the thieves ? ■ 

P * An4 
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• And be said. He that shewed mercy on him* Then 
said Jbsus unto him) Go, and do thou likewise, 

ANNOTATIONS akd REFLECTIONS. 

After the least of Tabernacles, and before our Sa. 
vi ocr set out on his lafst circuit through Galilee, the 
seventy disciples are supposed to have returned, and in* 
formed him of their success with astonishment and joy. 
From their account we learn* that the power of Christ 
was present with them. Our Lord's expression, I *a*w 
Sakttt fitting fnm bta<vex>\% by some supposed to allude 
to the fall of the devil on his first transgression ; others 
consider it as figuratively describing the rapid progress 
of the Gospel, which tended to establish a kingdom of 
righteousness destructive of Satan's kingdom in the 
world, by extirpating idolatry, and converting the na- 
tion* t$ the worship of God. That his disciples might 
be encouraged to do their parts towards obtaining .this 
conquest, our Loud endued them with a miraculous 
power of securely treading on serpents and scorpions, in 
token of their triumph over infernal spirits ; but cau- 
tioned them not to rejoice in this power, on account of 
the honour it might procure them amongst men, hut 
rather to rejoice, because they were, through faith, tne 
children of God. 

Our blessed Lord, on this occasion, offered up a 
solemn thanksgiving to the Fathbr ; the progress of 
tht Gospel filled his benevolent soul with the highest 
delight; and being thoroughly convinced of Goo's jus- 
tke in revealing the Gospel to the humble, rather than 
to those who wcit considered as the great and wise men 
of the earth, he expressed, as man, his perfect acquies- 
cence in the divine will : then reflecting (as it seems) 
on the peculiar honours conferred on him as Msssiah, 
N » or 
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.or the anointed Qnt y he expressed bis gratitude to the 
Father for the wonderful union with Divine Wo* a, 
and the authority be had conferred on him in conse- 
quence of this union. Having addressed himself to the 
Father, our Lord turned to his disciples, and re- 
minded them of their happiness in being instructed so . 
particularly concerning spiritual things, which far ex- . 
needed that of the Patriarchs and Prophets, who had 
enty faint shadows of them* 

The person called a lawyer was one of the Scribes, 
whose profession it was to study the Law o/Mosrt, and 
resolve curious questions concerning it : he came with 
a design of trying our Lord's skill* As Jesus knew 
Us secret views, he referred him to the law itself; and 
informed him, that if he kept it perfectly » # he certainly 
would be entitled to everlasting life. The Scribe ap- 
prehending, that our Saviour would draw from bin 
a confession that he had not kept the law, and infer 
from it, that he wag under ctmiemmiiw^ and stood in 
need of rtdemptte*, endeavoured to justify himself, by 
insinuating that the iami was not sufficiently explicit in 
aspect to the extent of the precept of Irving mr ruigh. 
hour, and desired our Saviour's explanation of it* Our 
Lord well knew, that the Jews had* by their traditions, 
corrupted it, to the exclusion of all excepting their own 
nation; he therefore corrected this false notion, by a 
parable, which implied, that every human creature who 
stands in need of assistance is to be considered as our 
neighbour, let his nation or profession of faith be what 
they will. 

Though they ate not, like the seventy disciples, endued 
with the power of treading on serpents and scorpions ; 
yet may the meanest Christian contribute to tha pro* 
pagation of the Gospel, and the extirpation of sin. The 
blessing of God will certainly attend their humble en* 
P 3 deavoursj 
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' deavours, and they will be esteemed, in his sight, as. 
far preferable to those whom the world admires for 

• their wit and learning. Let us therefore praise the 
Lord for his goodness, in thus revealing to the meek- 
and /o*wlj, what is hidden from those who are proud 
and vain of their own abilities and acquirements : and 

- since this revelation is conveyed to us by the Son, let 
us honour him, and be- thankful for the kind compas- 
sion he feels for those whom the worldly-minded de- 
spise. Let us reflect oa the superior advantages we 

- derive from the Neiv Testament , and increase our dili- 
gence in the improvement of them, that our riames may 
be written in heaven,; and that our Saviour, when we 

. shall appear before him at his second coming, may re- 
joice over us. " - , 
Let. us also study with attention, and* imprint on. 

• our memory the excellent parable contained in this 
section, that on all occasions we may have our minds 
prepared to shew mercy to our fellow-creatures/ Barely 
to read of the benevolence of the good Samaritaq makes 
©ne*s heart glow with pleasure \, but to imitate it will 
be productive of much greater delight. Let us then 
exclude from our minds every sentiment that may tend 

, to rfake us unmindful of the distresses of mankind, and 
let us seek for opportunities of relieving them ; then 
shall we follow the example of our. Saviour, and bear. 

•.some resemblance to the Supreme Being in his darling 

-.attribute of Mercy. 
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SECTION LXXIV/ • - ^ 

JISTTS TISITS HIS FRIENDS AT BETHANY, COMMEND* 
v • * . i *. ^ i j 

MARY, AND REPROVES MARTHA*, . 

From Luke, Chap. x. \ 

Now it came to pass, as they went, that he entered 
into a certain village : and a certain woman naihedt 
Martha received him into her house. * 

And she had a sister called Mary, which also' sit at 
Jesus' feet, and heard his wosd. 

But Martha was cumbered about mucfi serving? and* 
came to him, and said, Lord, dost thou not care that 
»y sister hath, left me to serve alone \ Bid her therefore 
that she help roe* : t. * : v > Tj * r: * 

And jssvs answered, and said unto her> Hfjfrha^ 
Martha/ thou art • careful, arfd : troubled iftbbut many 
things:' . • *.'-.. i.. * 

But one thing is needful. And Mary hath choseVi thai* 
goocf part, which shall *not be taken away from her; 

: -. . ":.i ?• - ;■«:** ■•: ..." . 
ANNOTATIONS a*i> REFLECFlONSi, * * ; 

It is supposed that our £ord abpdt 'th*is time quitted 
Jerusalem, and set out with his Apostles on his . kst 
journey to Galilee, and that in his way he stopt at Be-* 
" thany, where he was received with cheerful hospitality,' 
in a .family with whom he had formed an intimate' 
friendship. * €i The two sisters expressed" their "respect 1 
in very different ways. Martha,, intent upon her ao-' 
mestic affairs, seemed to think of nothing but how * she 
might best express her regard by a liberal entertain- 
ment; Mary wholly attended to his instructions. Our 
Lord reproved Martha, because her civility was greater 

* Dr. Stebbing's Ser»aiU» L « . 
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than her piety; and commended Mary, because, in- 
fluenced by a mpie ducjeet and noble emulation, she 
had laid all business aside to make the utmost advantage 
of the favour vouchsafed for her .spiritual improve, 
ment." The matter on which Martha was so intent, 
w-as a point of no estimation in the sight of our blessed 
SAViovi) he had no relish for luxurious feasts j kx* 
meat and drink was to do the will of the Father. 

The practical instruction we may derive from ow 
Lord's, re proof of Martha and commendation of Mary 
is this : that Religion ought to be the principal object 
of qu*. thought s, to which all human affairs should bt 
subsfrvlent ; ; and that when any extraordinary occasion 
offers, fpr our, obtaining spiritual knowledge, we should 
• entirely lay aside worldly cares, and improve the happy 
oppqitfjiity., We also leaxn, that festive entertain-. 
«ieftte are not worthy of .our serious, concern ; therefore 
a Clifistian should neither be solicitous to provide, nor 
eager to partake of then* Let each theni like Mary, 
chuse the betUr part, and attend to Rtlighn in, the first 
place, wasting none of those hours in convivial meetings, 
that should be employed in devotional exercises, spiritual 
instruction, or the performance of moral duties. 

We are not to understand from our Lord's reproof 
of Martha, that he meant absolutely to forbid what isj 
usually -called hospitality; on the contrary, he encouraged 
innocent cheerfulness on proper occasions, by honour- 
ing festive entertainments with his presence: but it 
certainly should be a rule with all ranks of people not 
to cumber themselves 'with much serving, and to cover 
their board- with such things only as they can pro- 
cure, without inconvenience to themselves, or injury 
tp others. People should keep a table suited to theii 
rank and fortune. If they can afford delicacies, they 
may, in moderation, provide them j but with this re. 

- -* ' striction, 
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striction, that they do not hinder even the domestic part 
of their family from attending to the one thing needful} 
in-order to prepare them. Persons of inferior stations, 
who have neither an income to afford splendid enter* 
tainments, nor servants to make the various dishes thaf v 
compose them, certainly should not attempt to give 
them; for these cannot make a figure in this way with- 
out being' careful about many things, to the danger of 
their religious improvement. In a word, it should be 
the endeavour of people to entertain their friends in 
such a manner, that all may eat their bread with joy, 
and drink their wine with a merry heart; from a con* 
sciousness that God approves their work, and will not 
suffer the good things they so infinitely prefer to the 
enjoyment of sensual pleasures, to be taken frora 
them. 



SECTION LXXV. 



fiKfl %ORP MP&ATSJHW IKSTRUCTK>N6 CONCERNING 
PRAYER. — JESUS PINES AT THE HOUSJB OF A PHA* 

From Luke, Cbap.xu 

And it came to pass, that as he was praying i» a 
Certain place, when he ceased, one of hid disciples said 
unto him, Lord, teach us to pray* as John also taught 
hisdfscipfes. 

And he said unto them, When ye pray, say, Our Fa* 
iher which art in heaven, Hallowed be thy name. Thy 
kingdom eome. Thy will be done, as, in beavea so ia 
earth* « 

' Give us day by day our daily bread. 

And forgive us ou* sins ; for -we also forgive every 
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#ne. that is indebted to us. And lead us* not into 
temptation, but deliver: us from evil. . 

And he. said unto them, Which of you shall have a 
friend, and shall go unto him at midnight, and say unto 
him, Friend, lend me three loaves; 

For. a friend of mine, in his journey,, is come to me, 
and I have nothing to set before him :. 

And he from within shall answer, and say, Trouble 
me not;, the door is now shut, and my children are. 
with me in bed ; I cannot rise and give thee, 

I say unto you, Though he will not rise and give 
him because he is his friend ; yet because of his im^. 
portunlty^ he will rise and: give him as. manj* as he. 
needeth. 

And I say unto. you, Ask, and it shall be given you:, 
seek, and ye shall find : kntck, and it shall be opened 
unto you. 

For every one. that asketh, receiveth i. and he that 
seeketh, findeth : and to him that knocketh, it shall De- 
epened. 

If a son shall ask bread of any of you that is a father, 
will he give him a stone T or if he ask a fish, will he 
for a fi^lf give him a serpent ? ox if hie shall ask an eg^ t 
will he oiler him a scorpion ? 

If ye then being evil know how to give good gifts 
unto your "children ; how much, more shall your hea- 
venly Father .give the Holy Spirit to them that ask 
him ?..-., 

And as he spake, a certain Pharisee besought him to 
dine with him : and he went in and sat down to meat. 

And when the Pharisee saw it, he marvelled that he 
had not first washed before dinner. > 

And the Lord said unto him, Now do ye Pharisees 
make clean the outside #f the cup and the platter ; but 
your inward part is full of ravening and wickedness*. 

< Ye 
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Ye fools, did not he that made that which is- with, 
out, make that which is within also ? 

But rather give alms of such things as yojvhave; and. 
behold, all things are clean unto you*. 

But wo unto yQu, Pharisees ! for ye tithe mint, and* 
sue, and all manner, of herbs,, and pass overt judgment,, 
and the love of God :. these ought ye to have done, and 
not to leave the other undone.. 

Wo unto you, Pharisees ! for ye love the uppermost 
seats in the synagogues, and' greetings in the markets. 

. Wo unto you, Scribes and Pharisees,, hypocrites : for 
ye are as graves which appear not,, and the men that* 
walk over them, are not aware of them. . , , : 

Then answered one of the lawyers, and sakUmte hioty 
Master, thus saying, thou reproachest us also*. . . ♦ .••. » 

And. he said, Wo unto you also, ye lawyer* :\ for ye* 
lade men with burdens grievous to be borne, and y$ 
yourselves touch, not the burdens with one of youc 
fingers. 

Wo unto you-: for ye build the sepulchres ef the* 
prophets, and your, fathers killed them. , ,.►•*«• 

Truly ye bear witness that ye allow, the deeds of youry 
fathers.: for they indeed killed. them,. an4 ye boifld? i tfe0& 
sepulchres. • •■%■,:.*. <:sg| 

Therefore also said the. wisdom. of ,Gop, X wjU «en^ 
them prophets and apostles, and some of thcnv-thej, :&*& 
slay and persecute : - >, - - M . r ,,/j 

That the blood of all the prophets^ whictf was sh$& 

from the foundation of the world, - may m be requin^l *% 

' this generation ; . ; .:,*. -•.../ 

From the blood of Abel unto the blood ef Zacharj^s^ 
which perished between the altar, awd the temple; ve- 
fily I say unto you, it shall be required of this. gene,, 
ration. , : : / , W . 
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. W* unto you, lawyers ; for yc hare taken away the 
key of knowledge : ye entered not in yourselves, and 
them that were entering in, ye hindered, . 

And as he said these things unto them, the Scribes 
and tte Pharisees began to urge him vehemently, and to 
pftwoke him to speak of many things, 

Laying wait for him, and seeking to catch something 
out of his mouth, that they might accuse him. 

ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS. 
When our Lor© left Bethany, he continued his jour- 
ney, and divided his time, as usual, between the care of 
teaching his numerous disciples, and the exercises of 
private devotion. The disciples, who requested his in. ~ 
structure concerning prayer, were not yet (it seems) ac- 
' ^feinted with the form he had taught, when he deli, 
feted his Sermon on the Mount *, and this might be 
the case with numbers besides ; our Lo&d, therefore, 
graciously repeated it. It is needless to enter into a 
particular comment on this excellent Prayer again, as 
it has been so fully explained before ; but we may ob- 
serve, that our ttfuro's repetition of it proves, that he 
intended it for all his disciples; therefore every Chris, 
tian should make use of it. Having taught them how 
fe : |*ay, our h&xb encouraged them to earnestness ia 
Aetf devotions* by a familiar example, intimating, that 
God is more willing to help our necessities, than the 
Nearest friend ; and as ready to grant the assistance of 
fefe Holy Spirit to those who earnestly pray for it, as 
the tenderest father is to supply the wants of a beloved 



Since out Lord 4 has instructed us how to pray, and 
so earnestly enjoined us to practise the duty, we are in. 
excusable if we omit to offer up our daily petitions to 

• S«c Sect, xlir, 
6 Gods 
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God : nay, we deprive ourselves of the.highest enjoy- 
ment the human soul is capable of, "that of a spiritual 
intercourse with its Creator. 

We have in this section an account of a private con- 
versation, which passed between our Lord and sflme of 
the Pharisees ; and we may observe, that our Lord's 
part in it was entirely consistent with the public senti- 
ments he^constaotly expressed of that sect. In a former 
section we read what our Lord said concerning their 
frequent superstitious washings, which the persons he 
was now with seem not to have known. It appears, 
that the Pharisees required Christ to conform to this 
custom ; but, instead of complying, he gave them a 
severe reproof for their hypocrisy and rapaciousness, 
and commended inward piety, charity, and liberality of 
mind, in preference to ceremonial observances, as more 
conducive to the sane tin* cation of their meats, by an- 
swering a purpose agreeable to the commandment of 
God, who would accept what was given in alms as dedi » 
cated to Himself, and bestow a blessing accordingly. 

One of the doctors, or interpreters of the law, being 
present, observed, that in mentipning the Scribes he had 
cast reproach on him and his brethren, to the disgrace 
of their holy profession. Our Lord, who could not, 
consistently with his character and office, palliate the 
matter, repeated his rebuke, and denounced divine verf- 
geance against the interpreters of the law in particular, 
v on account of their exacting a rigorous observance, not 
only of the ceremonial law, but of human traditions ; 
while they, in their lives, contradicted many of their 
own precepts* Destroying the Prophets and other righ- 
teous men was a national crime, for' which God had 
threatened to send vengeance on the Jewish nation ; but 
fee deferred the execution of it till the measure of their 

iniquity 

Digitized by VjOOQlC - 



iniquity should be full. The Scribes and Pharisees* 
though they pretended to venerate the memory of those 
holy men, whom their forefathers had slain, adopted 
the spirit which had occasioned their death, and so made 
themselves partakers of the national crime, as much as 
if they had themselves killed Abel and Zacharias ; and, 
by extending their malice to our Lord and his Apostles,, 
they brought down the veageance^of God on their ow« 
generation ; and might be said to be guilty of the blood 
of all the Propliets, because in opposition to the writ- 
ten word of God, and' the preaching of our Saviour. 
himself, they justified all who had slain them, from the 
foundation of the world, 

Qur Lord accused these expounders of the laiv, o£ 
' taking aiuay the key of knowledge ; by winch is meant, 
that they had perverted the plain doctrine of Scripture,, 
and by this means misled men who would otherwise 
have, known their duty, . and been ready and willing to.. 
perceive that the kingdom of heaven was at hand, and 
that various prophecies were accomplished by. the com- 
ing of the Messiah. And not only so, but they had 
intimidated many from embracing the of&f of salvation^ 
by threatening to c^st tljemout of the synagogues. 

As there, was nothing in our Lord's discourse that 
would bear a criminal accusation, the Pharisees endea- 
voured to- provoke him by dangerous questions to say 
something which they might produce against him; but; 
be was superior to every snare, and, on all occasions, . 
observed theexactest rules of prudence, t so thai no pro- 
vocation or contradiction could excite intemperate anger 
or resentment in his.mind. 

\£%. us carefully consider our Lord's admonitions^, 
Which,, though addressed to the Pharisees, are, recorded 
fat all whose circumstances they may happen to suit % 

'And 

\ 
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^tfidlet us remember,, that hypocrisy and deceit are ..but 
for a short time, and that at the last day men will ap*. 
pear as they really are, and be judged accordingly • 

SECTION LXXVI. 

OUR LORD'S DISCOURSE ON HYPOCRISY. THE PA, 

RABL£ Olf THB WORLDLY-MINDED MAN.. 

From Luke, Chap. xii... 

In the mean time, when there were gathered toge^ 
ther an innumerable multitude of people* insomuch that 
they trode one upon another, he began to say unto his 
disciples first of all x Beware -ye of the leaven of the 
Pharisees,- which is hypocrisy. 

For there is nothing covered, that, shall not be re* 
yealed ; neither hid, that shall, not be known.. 

Therefore, whatsoever ye have spoken in darkness, 
shall be heard in the light: and that which ye have 
spoken in the ear in. closets, shall be- proclaimed upon 
the house-tops. 

And one of the company said, unto him* Master* 
speak to my brother, that he divide the inheritance with 
me* And he said unto him, Man^who made me a 
judge, or a divider over -you ? 

And he said unto them, Take heed, and beware of 
covetousness : for a man's life consisteth not in the 
abundance of the things which he possessed). 

And he spake a parable unto them, saying, The 
ground of a certain rich man brought forth plentifully. 

And he thought within>bimself, saying, What shall I 
do, because I have no room where to bestow my fruits I 

And he said, This will I do ; I will pull down my 
barns, and build greater $ and there will I bestow all 
my fruits and my goods. - 

7 And 

i 
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And I will say to my soul, Soul, thou liast much 
goods laid up for many years; take thine ease, eat, 
drink, and be merry. 

But God said unto him, Thou fool, this night thy 
soul shall be required of thee : then whose shall those 
things be which thou hast provided ? 

So is fce that layeth up treasure for himself, and is 
not rich towards God. 

And Jesus' said unto his disciples, Fear not, little 
flock : For it is your Father's good pleasure to give 
you the kingdom. 

Sell that you have, and give alms : provide yourselves 
bags which wax not old, a treasure iri the heavens, that 
failetb not, where no thief approacheth, neither moth 
corrupteth. 

For where your treasure is, there will your heart be 
also. Let your loins be girded about, and your lights 
burning ; 

And ye yourselves like unto men that wait for their 
lord, when he will return from the wedding, that when, 
he cometh and knocketh, they may open unto him im- 
mediately. 

Blessed are those servants, whom the lord when he 
jcometh shall find watching : Verily, I say unto you* 
that he shall gird himself, and make them to sit down 
to meat, and will come forth and serve them. 

And if.he shall come in the second watch, or come in 
the third watch, and find them so, blessed are. those 
servants. 

And this know, that if the good man of the house 
had known what hour the thief would come, he would 
have watched, and not have suffered his house to. be- 
broken through. 

Be ye therefore ready also ; fox the Son of man com*. 

eth 
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•tli at an hour when ye think not. Then Peter said 
unto him, Lord* speake&t thou this parable unto us, 
Of even to all ? 

And the L,oft» said, Who then is that faithful and 
wise steward, whom his laid shall make ruler over hi* 
houshold, to give them their portion of meat in duo, 
season? 

Blessed is that servant, whom his lord when he 
cometh shall find so doing. Of a truth I say unto you, 
that he will make him rujer over all that he hath. 

But and if that servant say in his heart, My lord de* 
layeth his coming $ and shall begin to beat the men. 
servants, and maidens, and to eat and drink, and to bo 
drunken: 

The lord of that servant will come in a day when bo 
iooketb not for him, and at an hour when be is not 
aware, and will cot him in sunder, and will appoint him 
Us portion with the unbelievers. 

And that servant which koew his ford's will, and 
prepared not for himself, neither did according to his 
will, shall be beaten with many stripes. 

But he that knew not, and did commit things worthy 
of stripes, shall be beaten with few stripes. For unto 
whomsoever much is given, of him shall be much re* 
quired: and to whom men have committed much, of 
him they shall ask the more. 

ANNOTATIONS amd REFLECTIONS. 

There is no one sin against which our Saviour was so 
severe as that of hypocrisy ; and in this section he shews . 
the folly of it, by intimating that there will certainly 
come a time when those who have been guilty of it will 
be exposed, in their real characters, before men and 
angels. / 

The 
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The man who applied to our Lord to 9€ttfc a <fifl 
ference between himself and his brother concerning - in- 
heritance, did not consider the nature of his ministry^ 
which* related to the* kingdom of heaven, not to the 
trifling concerns of this world. He did not come as a 
temporal prince to exercise a judical power upon earth* 
or to alter established rules and customs relating to rem* 
poral concerns - t b*rt to teach mankind to wean their af- 
fections from things below, and set them upon learning 
things from above : therefore, instead of commanding 
the man to do as his brother required, our Lord began 
a discourse concerning covetodsness, which would suit 
either one who unlawfully retained more than his right, 
or one who desired more than his lawful share ; observ- 
ing,, that our happiness and comfort did* not. depend 
upon having great wealth :. this he; illustrated by a pa- 
■able,/ the design of which was to shew the folly of 
those who are wholly intent on amassing riches,'. to the 
neglect of their spiritual concerns, and the misery of 
their latter end. 

Few of our Lord's followers were in such affluent 
circumstances* as to have riches to set their hearts v 
upon : their, greatest danger was of having an imrnodea 
rate solicitude about the necessary supplies of. life : he* 
therefore, proceeded to caution them against -this *, by 
repeating the instructions he had formerly delivered in 
bis Sermon on the Mount ; these have been already ex. 
plained i but he added others, which require conside- 
ration. 

Having assured his disciples that all things necessary 
Should be given them, if they would lay aside, anxious 
care and trust to Divine Providence, our- Lokd addsd,. 
that poor, weak, and mean as their condition was, Goi> 

* Luke, xii, £2, 32. — compared with Matt* vi, ' 
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10 his infinite mercy would admit them into- his heat 
venly kingdom. Instead, therefore,, of wishing to in. 
crease their worldly possessions, 'they might safely sell 
ail they had,, and distribute the produce of it in alms, 
rather than neglect their ministry to manage their tem^ 
poral affairs. Their first and only concern ought to be 
to promote the glory of God; and the good of mankind,, 
aud to secure an eternal inheritance for themselves,. 

Our Lord's, reply to Peter's question shews, that 
what he said concerning, w a tchfulness,. was intended for 
all Christians, as well as for the Apostles. What he 
added, seems to have been principally designed for mu 
nisters of the Gospel,, and the first teachers in parti- 
cular* : , . . 

As a covetous desire of the enjoyments of this wor-W 
is so apt to raise contentions, and engage men in pur- 
suits that may prove fatal to their sods, let us accustom- 
ourselves to reflect on the uncertainty of human posses- 
sions, and moderate our wishes by the rules of the Gas* 
pel*. And since- a man** life consisteth not in the ahund- 
ante of tie things that he possesseth, let us live like those 
who are in search of treasures in heaven, where neither 
moth nor. rust doth corrupt,, and where thieves do nojt 
break through nor steal, and where there is no. danger 
of our souls being required, of us. 

' Human life is very uncertain ; we should therefor* 
follow our Saviour's admonition^, and keep in a state of 
constant watchfulness*. dreading the loss of heavenly joys 
much more than any earthly disappointments. Though 
our Lord has left this world for a season, his commands 
remain in full force ; and he will certainly return and 
reckon with every servant according to his deeds, Hovr 
soon he may summon each individual to leave the 
world,, no. one can foresee ; it is, therefore, very danger- 
ous to defer doing our Lord'* will to. a. future time* 

Let 
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Let us, then, with all diligence, discharge the duties of 
our several callings, that we may, like good servants 
who have every thing in readiness for 'their master's 
reception, welcome our blessed Redeemer with joy, 
and be received by him with approbation. 

SECTION LXXVII. ^ 

OF THE GALILEANS WHOM PILATE SLEW.— THE PA- 
RABLE OF THE VINEYARD.—- THE CURE OF AN IN- 
FIRM WOMAN. 

From Luhi Chap* xiii. 

There wer« present at that season some that told 
him- of the -Galileans, whose blood Pilate had mingled 
with their sacrifices. 

And Jesus answering, said unto them, Suppose ye 
that thest Galileans were sinners above all the Gall* 
leans, because they sufered such things f 

I tell you, Nay : but except ye repent^ ye shall 
c all likewise perish. 

_ Or those eighteen, upon whom the tower in Siloam 
fell, and slew them, think ye that they were sinners, 
above all men that dwelt in Jerusalem f 

I tell you, Nay : but excepf ye repent, ye shall all 
likewise perish. 

He spake also this parable : A certain roan had a fig- 
tree planted in his vineyard, and he came and sought 
fruit thereon, and found none. 

Then said he unto the dresser of his vineyard, Be» 
hold, these three years I come seeking fruit on this fig- 
tree, and find none : cut it down, why cumberetb it the 
ground ? 

And he answering, said unto him, Lord, let it alone 
this year also, till I shall dig about it, and dung it ; and 

: ^ 
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if it bear fruit, well : and if not, then after that thou 
shalt cat it down. 

-And he was teaching in one of the synagogues on 
the sabbath. And behold, t^ere was a woman which 
had a spirit of infirmity eighteen years, and was bowed 
together, and could in no wise lift up herself. 

And when Jssys saw her, he called her to him, and, 
said unto her, Woman, thou art loosed from thine in. 
firmity. And he laid his hands on her; and imme* 
diately she was made straight, and glorified Goto. 

And. the ruler of the synagogue answered with indig- 
nation, because that Jesus had healed en the sabbath, 
day, and said unto the people, There are six days in 
which men ought to work : in them therefore, come 
and be healed, and not on the sabbath- day* 

The Lord then answered him, and said, Thou hypo*, 
crite, doth not each one of you on the sabbath loose his 
ox -or his ass from the stall, and lead him away to wa- 
tering? 

And ought not this woman, being a daughter of 
Abraham,, whom Satan hath bound, lo these eighteen 
years, be loosed from this bond on the sabbath^day ? < 

And when he had said these things, all his adversa- 
ries were ashamed : and all the people rejoiced for all 
the glorious things that were done by. him. 

- ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS. 

The Galileans mentioned in this section are supposed 
to have been the followers of Judas Gaulonites : he was 
the head of a sect who refused to submit to the Rowan 
power, and asserted God to be their only sovereign;, 
they accounted it unlawful to pay tribute to Caesar, and 
would endure the severest tortures rather than give any 
nan the title vl'Lord. These, it seeing Pijate had 

caused 
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caused to be slain when they came to worship m the tem- 
ple at a public festival. Perhaps the Jews mentioned 
the Galileans to Christ, in order to hear whether he 
would justify them, and condemn the cruelty of the 
Roman governor. Instead of giving a direct answer, 
our Lord, with his usual Wisdom and piety, made some 
useful reflections on the event, and mentioned another 
unhappy affair that had lately happened ; telling them, 
that they would judge very rasfrly, if they supposed 
every one who was involved in temporal calamities to 
be a notorious sinner ; instead of thus dealing put the 
judgements of God, it would be much better to reform 
their own hearts, as he assured them they were all de- 
serving of divine vengeance, and would certainly feel , 
the effects of it, if they continu«d in the same state of 
obduracy and impenitence. . In order more effectually 
to awaken their attention, our Lord delivered the pa. 
rable of the barren fig-tree, which agrees with the fol- 
lowing passage of Isaiah's prophecy. 

My beloved had a vineyard on a high and fruitful \ 
Ml. 

And he fenced it round, and he cleared it from the it ones, 
and he planted it with the 'Vine ofSorak ; and he Built a 
tower in the midst of it, and he hewed out also a lake 
therein , and he expected that it should bring forth graces ; 
hut it brought forth poisonous berries. 

And now, O inhabitants of Jerusalem, and ye men of ^ 
Jfudah, judge, I pray you, between me and my vineyard* 

What could have *becn done more to my vineyard, than I 
have done unto it? Why, when I expected that it should 
bring forth grapes, brought it forth poisonous berries? 

' But come now, and I will make known unto you what I 

purpose to do to my vineyard: to remove its hedge, and it 

> shall 
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shalllt devoured; to destroy its fence , andtit shall le trod* 
den down. 

And I 'will make it a desolation : it shall not be pruned*, 
neither shall it be digged ; bat the briar and the thorn 
Iball spring up in it ; and I will -command the clouds, that 
they shed no rain upon it. * 

Verily the vineyard ^JEHOVAH, God of hosts > is the 
house of Israel ; and the men of Judah the plant of his de- 
light: and he looked for judgment, but. behold tyranny-; and 
Jbr righteousness, but behold the cry of4he oppressed** 

This prophecy illustrates the parable; the. design of 
both was to intimate to the Jews, that, though they 
had hitherto been spared, yet if' they continued unfruit- 
ful they should certainly be cut off. Our Lord farther 
hinted, that it* was owing to his intercession that they 
had not been destroyed before. Both the parable and 
the prophecy are equally applicable to Christians, We 
have been planted into the vineyard of Christ, and 
cultivated by divine gracc.^ Our Lord had spared ua 
from year to year, though few of .us have availed our- 
selves of his mercy, but we must not expect that he will 
spare us for ever : we ought, therefore, carefully to re- 
gulate our lives by the precepts of Christianity, and take 
advantage of the present opportunity,. Perhaps we 
may now.be in the last year, month, or even day of our 
probation ; let us then apply to ourselves our Lord's 
admonition to the Jews, Except ye repent, ye shall all 
likewise perish. 

The poor impotent woman had great piety, or in\her 
unhappy condition she would not have attended public 
worship. Though it is said that she had a spirit of in- 
firmity, i: does not appear that she was possessed by a 

* Bishop LowuYs translation. 

devil, 
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devil, for our Lord would hare noticed this circom- 
stance : her mind seems to have been perfectly calm and 
serene, for she immediately on her recovery glorified 
God. 

Some commentators suppose, that our Lord uttered 
at this time the parable of the grain of mustarcL-seed, 
and of the lea v en which a woman took and hid in three 
measures of meal. -They are certainly very applicable 
to the occasion, and may b? read here with advantage, 
for all which our Load spake will bear repeated con- 
sideration '*♦ 

Whoever reads the history of qui Lord.,' as recorded 
by the different Evangelists, will perceive that each of 
them sometimes gives an account of his delivering a 
parable, or discourse, similar to one .that is recorded 
by another Evangelist as having passed 'on a different 
occasion. It is not improbable that our Lord, in giv- 
ing general instructions, actually repeated the very same 
words ; for we must remember, that all he said was 
dictated by perfect wisdom ; and that those instructions* 
which to the hearers appeared to be. nicely adapted to 
the present purpose, were not intended merely for them, 
but were designed for all persons in similar situations in 
every future age of the church, of the same dispositions 
and characters. By repeating his instructions therefore 
in the same words, with such variations only ae the 
occasion might require, our Lord strongly enforced 
them ; and shewed, that they were capable of extensive 
application, and intended for all whose circumstances 
they might happen to. suit. 

* See Sect, xxiiw, 
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SECTION LX3JVIII. 

JESUS WARNS HIS HEARERS OF THE DIFFICULT* 
AND IMPORTANCE OF ENTERING INTO THE RING* 
DOM OF HEAVEN, &C. 

From Luke, Chap* xiii". 

And he went through the cities and villages, teach* 
ing and journeying towards Jerusalem. Theq said one 
unto him, Lord, are there few that be saved? 

And he said unto them, Strive to enter in at the strait 
gate : for many, I say unto you, will seek to enter in, 
and shall not be able. 

When once the master of the house is risen up, and 

hath shut to the door, and ye begin to stand without, 

and to knock at the door, saying, Lord, Lord, opea 

unto us ; and he shall answer and say unto you, I know 

" you not whence you are : 

Then shall ye begin to say, We have eaten and drunk 
in thy presence, and thou hast taught in our streets. 

But he shall say, I tell you, I know you net whence 
y©u are>; depart from me, all ye workers of iniquity. 

There shall be weeping and gnashing of teeth, when 
ye shall see Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, and all the 
prophets in the kingdom of God, and you yourselves 
thrust* out. 

And they shall come from the east, and from the west, 
and from the north, and, fronr the south, and shall sit 
down in the kingdom of God. 

And behold, there are last which shall be first, and 
there are first which shall be la$t. , 

The same day there came certain of the Pharisees, 
saying unto him, Get thee out, and dejpart hence : for 
fierod will kill thee. 

Vol. V. Q And 
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And he said unto them, Go ye and tell that fox, Be«. 
hold, I cast Out devils, and I do Cures to-day and to- 
morrow, and the third day I shall be perfected. 

Nevertheless, I must walk to-day and to-morrow, 
and the day following : for it cannot be that a prophet 
perish out *f Jerusalem. 

O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, which killest the prophets, 
and stonest them that are sent unto thee ; how often 
would 1 have gathered thy children together, as a hen 
doth gather her brood under hgr wings, and ye 
would not 1 

Behold, your house is left unto you desolate-: and 
verily I say unto you, Ye shall not see me, until the time 
come when ye shall say, Blessed is he that cometh in the 
name of the Lord. 

ANNOTATIONS a*d REFLECTIONS. 

Our Lord is supposed to have been returning to 
Jerusalem, in order to be present at the Feast of the~De- 
dication, attended by several of his disciples, when one 
of them proposed the question, Lord, are there frw that 
r he saved t Instead of indulging their curious enquiries, 
'he cautioned them to attend to their own salvation ; 
'and by the comparison of a strait gate, intimated the 
danger and difficulty of a Christian life; and informed 
•them, that many who had believed in his name, and 
"had desired to be considered as members of the king- 
dom of heaven, would be finally excluded, on account 
of their not havii>g conformed their lives to his rules 
and precepts. This discourse of* our Lord strongly in- 

'Culcates that faith without good works is of no avail; 

Hhat divine grace will be withdrawn from those pro- 
fessed Christians who continue to live in a course of 

• practical wickedness ; and that they will be condemned 

to 
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to endless misery in a future state. By those from tht 
east and from the west, &c, we may understand people 
of the Gentile* nations/ By the last -which should be first 
were meant some of those who. should be cower t«Ua£ 
distant, periods of time*; and the first that should be last\ 
signified some of the- earliest converts among the Jews* 
The Pharisees told our Lord of Herod's -desitgris^against 
him, with a view to intimidate him ; but having no 
cause to be alarmed for his Safety from that wicked 
prince, he cahnly desired those who gave him the in- 
formation, to scarry -a contemptuous message to httrf, ' 
signifying, that he should still, in defiance df him, .pur> 
»*ue his ministry for a- short period of time, but should 
soon finish his course: in the mean while 1 he shouM 
continue his* progress without any fear of the effects of. 
Herod's malice, «s Jerusalem was -the place -appointed 
for his suffering death. 

This discourse calfs for our most serious considera- 
tion. It seems to have been intended to awaken the 
•at rention of 'careless Ghristfans to the danger of their 
situation. Instead -of being idle and remiss, let m 
therefore redouble our vigilance to obtain the higft 
prize which is set before us, and we shall certainly be 
strengthened to perform the arduous task, for €oi>will 
reject -n6ne but those who have despised or abused ha 
mercy : and our Saviour is ever ready to intercede for 
-all his true disciples. 

The Evangelist has inserted here a pathetic lamenta- 
tion of our Lord's oh the prospect of the approaching 
destruction of Jerusalem. He afterwards repeated it^ 
*nd it will be commented on in another section. 
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SECTION LXXIX. 

0tfR LORD CURES A MAN OF TElB DROPSY AT THE 
HOUSE OF A PHARISEE, AND ADMONISHES THR 

. JEWISH TEACHERS*— "THE PARABLE OF THE WED. 
V\SG FEAST, 

From Luke, Chap. xiv. viii. 

And it came to pass, as he went into the house of 
oneof the chief Pharisees to eat bread on the sabbath* 
4ay, that they watched him. 

And behold there was a certain man before him 
which had the dropsy. 

And Jesus answering, spake unto the lawyers and 
Pharisees, saying, Is it lawful to heal on the sabbath- 
day? 

And they held their peace. And he took him and 
healed him, and let him go : 

And answered them, saying, Which of you shall 
have an ass or an ox fallen .into a pit, and will not 
*traitwajr pull him out on the sabbath -day ? And they 
could not answer him again to these things. 

And he put forth a parable to those which were bid- 
den, when he marked bow they chose out the chief 
rooms : saying unto them, 

When you are bidden of any man to a wedding, sit 
" not down in the highest room ; lest a more honourable 
man than thou be bidden of him ; 

And he that bade thee and him, come and say to 
thee. Give this man place ; and thou begin with shame 
to take the lowest room. 

But when thou art bidden, go and sit down in the 
lowest room ; that when he that bade thee cometh, he 
may say unto thee, Friend, go up higher: then shalt 

thou 
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thou have worship in the presence of them that sit at 
meat with thee."' 

For whosoever exalteth himself, shall be abased ; and 
he that humbleth himself, shall be exalted. 

Then said he also to him that bade him, When thou 
makest a dinner or a supper, . call not thy friends, nor 
thy brethren, neither thy kinsmen, nor thy rich neigh- 
bours, lest they also % bid thee again, and a recompense 
be made thee* 

But when thou makest a feast, call the poor, the 
maimed, the lame, and bliad : ".■-.. 

And .thou shalt be blessed ; for they cannot recom- 
pense thee : for thou shalt be recompensed at the re. 
. anrrection of the just. 

And when one of them that sat at meat with him, 
heard these, things,- he said unto him, Blessed is he that 
shall eat bread in the kingdom of Go d. 

Then said he unto him, A certain man made a great 
supper, and bade many : And sent his servant at supper- 
time, to say to them that were bidden, Come, for all 
things are now ready. 

And they all with- one consent began to make excuse* 
The first said unto him, I have bought a piece of 
ground, and I must needs go and see it : I pray thee 
have me excused. 

And another said, I have bought five yoke of oxen, 
and I go to prove them k I pray thee have me excused. 
And another said, I have married a wife, and therefore 
I cannot come. 

. So that servant came, and shewed his lord these 
things. Then the master of the house being angry, 
said to his servant, Go out quickly into the streets and 
lanes of the city> and bring in hither the poor, and the 
maimed, and th$ halt, and the blind* 

Q 3 And 
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• And the servant said, Lord, il is done as thou hast 
•ommanded, and yet there is room. 

And the lord said unto the servant, Go-out into the 
highways and hedges, and compel them to come in, 
tfcat my house may be filled. 

For I say onto, you that none of those men which 
were bidden shall taste of my supper, 

ANNOTATIONS, and REFLECTIONS. 

The poor man who was so dreadfclly afflicted witfe 
the dropsy, had caused 7 himself to be conveyed to the 
places where- our. Loud wass* Jaws, fcnowiny whvtl 
passed in the minds of the Pharisee*, aiwwefedF die ob- 
jections they were- about to* make, before <t£ey ottfeied 
them, and they were unable to reply ;• he therefore, be- 
fore them all, exerted his miraculous power, and care* 
f the man. Knowing that rheywere studying for ob- 
jections against him, He proceeded as before* to- answer 
tfteir thoughts, and* confounded thenrstifl more: fte tHenr 
admonished them of a fault they were generally a& 
tfxctetf to, rnatof Being tend 1 of precedency. One oFrhe 
company* attending wirrrpfeastrre'to this* etfifyihg dis*. 
course, and understanding, by our Eottd*1s expression*, tbm 
resurrection of the just, that he referred to* the Messiah's* 
kjngdoni, acknowfedged, that tor be admitted* ta fesst 
there certainly- would ber higher recompense than tor 
be invitecfto the table of the greatest man upon eartrf. 
This occasioned our Lord to speak a parabfe, which- 
xepreserits tHe grace and mercy of God irr the Gospel 
dispensation, his invitation to tire wholfe Jewish nation 
to partake of it, their backwardness ro accept it, thus- 
preferring tempbrar to spiritual concerns; Gop**s fust 
resentment for their' ungrateful return rtr his- goodness*? 
'■ -* the 
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tlpe exclusion of those* tQ whom the. Gospel was fir$|; 
preached,; and the catting of the Gentiles, 

I$y this $xpejle#t parable we, learn,, what, provision 
tta iePR^grflfipusly matfe foe . tr# saly^tipq of, jew.s ap4 
Gentiles, and that it is entirely their. Qwn^faulf if, ajjtex 
living ha4 th^. Qqppep. rnade. known tp them, thejr do 
not, obtain it. Who. t oqr S a v i p v *,• aj, that, tijnq foretok) 
has-been acqoaiplj&hed; and, the (Jennies,, wfyo lqng 
Uvejd in ignorance of the true Gqp, haye re^eiyjed th<? 
gtoriojift light of tfte QflSDek w)$*t t^.^ew^liye in igp 

ww^ (tf thw 4fc^^ and, h j& la^ fyu, l# «in# 

I* t0a«ecflr*; : thpqglj, w«; tyw rqceiye4 the..ifly>gttjpn, 
m sftal^ b* r^ecje$L afep if wc ; am in^f ife«pt v t$, the 
^^g^oJ^e^t^u^throi^.C^is,x; y^if^ ins;ea«j 
%fe ^afcipgrad»antage q£ Uje.g%i9^.pj;ivjjfig^ ,w^e enjpjr* 
tew*** * *&!«}$ S^PWmtft tjhe duties, of Qhnstia- 
l»ty> ^ c *#*- t#ing-CQnce,rnSk tp. ^ro^ our, tim$ 
Wl tfeoMg^t^. s ^ 

This, pawWft i&> vfWflY, 4PfifeA-*9. *tt l?pty feast, 
*&& <W .kftft» te* Sr^ipu^ly prp^de4 upon eartft fq? 
'tis faithful people, the Sacrament o* tije Lord's 
Suffer. How frequently do we see Christians absenting 
themselves from it, for the very reasons here given ; yet 
what can those expect w ha wilfully slight the invitation 
<j£ thw 4ixyie Lord, that they may attend to their 
ternppr.al concerns, but v that he will finally reject them, 
and exclude them from that feast of everlasting happi- 
ness, which he has prepared for them in the kingdom 
of heaven ? Why will ajty abjeitt themselves through 
tihiiditx and feai* ^bgnihfc Gospel invites all to DarAake 
of it, not only the rich and gteax, bu£ tffcye. 4^Uy labourer^ 
»ay «vect the v&yt a&jflctts of society I Would alfcChris- 
toaas duljr cftnsfckf the aat^e of the institution ; pre r 
gaie their w;n<Ja, a& the last anftweif in ou* Chur,crj 
Catechism directs j and devoutly partake of the 1>rea4 
Q4 and 
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and wine, which represent the Lord's body and blood? 
they would infallibly experience an increase of com- 
fort; they would learn to rejoice in their salvation; 
and would look forward with humble confidence to the 
resurrection of the just. 

From the former part of our Loin's address to the 
Pharisees, we may learn that, even in respect to our 
worldly affairs, it is better to be htlmble and modest in 
our deportment, than haughty and arrogant ; and that 
humility is highly pleasing in the sight of Goo. We 
nay also learn that it is more consistent with the Chris* 
tian character to feed the poor and indigent, than ro 
make expensive ostentatious entertainments for people 
who would return the same, by which means much 
■ time and money would be wasted ; and we may assure 
ourselves, for we have our Lord's authority for it, that 
in the exercise of charity we shall enjoy a much nobler 
satisfaction than the most luxurious banquet can afford ; . 
and the truly charitable will find a blessing attached 
to their good deeds which will follow them to the re* 
gions of eternity* 

SECTION LXXX. 

OUR LOUD URGES THE NECESSITY OF CONSIDERING 
THE DIFFICULTIES OF RELIGION BEFORE A P*0* 
FESSION OF IT. 

From John, Chap, xiv. xiii. 

And there went great multitudes with him; and. he 
turned, and said unto them, 

If any man come to me, and hate not his father* and 
mother, and wife, and children, and brethren, and 
sisters, yea, and his own life also, he cannot be my 
disciple f r 

' And 
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And' whosoever doth not bear his cross, and coriie 
after me, cannot bto my disciple. ' 

For which of you intending to build a tower, sitteth 
not down first, and counteth the cost, whether he have 
sufficient to finish it ? 

Lest haply after he hath laid the foundation^ and is 
not able to finish it, all that behold it begin to mock 
him, saying, This man began to build, and was not 
able to finish. 

Or what king going to make war against another 
king, sitteth not down first, and consulteth whether* he 
be able with ten thousand to meet him that Cometh 
against him with twenty thousand ? . - 

Qr else, while the other is yet a great way ofT > he 
sendeth an ambassage, and desireth conditions of peace. 
So likewise, whosoever he be of you that forsakejfc not 
all that he hath, he cannot be my disciple. 

Salt is good : but if the salt have lost his savour, 
wherewith shall it be seasoned ? 

It is neither fit for the land, nor yet. for the dung;- 
hill : but men cast it out. He that hath ears to hear, 
let him hear. 



' ANNOTATIONS awd REFLECTIONS. 

>\ 

It appears that great multitudes attended our Lori> x 
in his Journey towards Jerusalem ;. and that- observing 
their readiness to follow him,, he exhorted them to learn) • 
what was required of (Jisciples before they professed to> 
be sou , The beginning of this exhortation related .chiefly- 
to tfee first age of fChristianity* Our Lo-Rr* knew that 
his disciples would frequently be called upon to quit 
their dearest interests, to. part with their nearest rela- 
tion*, and even, to lay down tl'eir lives for the sake of 
the Gospel 4 lie therefore admonished^ his hearers tp>- 
y "i * 'eonsidefi; 
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consider whether, if they took up the profession, they 
could resolve to persist in it,, under air the discourage, 
merits of persecution, and warned them against apos- 
tasy ; intimating, by the comparison 'of salt that had 
lost its savour, that a Christian destitute of integrity 
and piety will be rejected as ai) unprofitable servant, 

SECTION LXXI. * 

rat FA&ABLES OF THE LOST SHEEP, THE PIECE C*P 
MONEY, AND THE PRODJGAL SON. 

From Luke, Chap. xv. 

The ar drew near unto him all the publicans and sin- 
ners, fof to hear him. 

And the Pharisees and Scribes murmured, saying, 
This man received) sionep, and eateth with them. 

And he spake this parable unto them, saying, What 
man of you having an hundred, sheep, if he lose one of 
them, doth not leave the ninety and nine in the wilder* 
ness, and go after that which is lost, until he find it ? 

And when he hath found it, he layeth it on his shoul- 
ders, rejoicing. 

And when Be corned borne, he calfeth together his 
friends and neighbours,, saying unto them. Rejoice with 
me, for I have found my sheep which was lost. 

1 say unto you, that likewise joy shall be in heaven 
oyer one sinner that repentetfc, more than over ninety 
and nine just persons, which need no repentance. 

Either what woman having ten pieceaof silver, if she 
lose one piece, doth not light a candle, *nd sweep the 
house, and seek diligently till she find it ? 

And when she hath found it, she caHeth her frfcncfe 
and her neighbours together, saying,. Rejoice w$* me, 
for I have found the piece which I had tosU * 

Likewise 
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likewise I «ajr unto, yqu, There is, Joy in the presence 
of the angels, of Go a, over one sinner that repeateth. 

And J$sus %ai4 9 A certain man had two sons : And' 
tW younger of t^em said to his father, Father, give me. 
^e portion of goods that failed) to. me.. And he divide^ 
unto them his living. 

And not many day3 after, the younger son ga- 
thered a^l together, and took his journey into a far, 
country, and there wasted his substance with riotous 
living. 

And when he had spent all, there arose a mighty fa* 
Qune- in that land ^ and he began to be in want. 

And he went and joined himself to" a citizen of that 
WWy j a&4.fc *W bim into his, fields to feed swine. 

And he woujd fain have filled his belly with the husks 
that tfa& swine, diet ea.t ; aqj& no man gave unto him." 
- An4 wh^n he caoie to himself^ he said, Hqw many 
hired servants of my father's have bread enough^ and 
v to spare* and I perish with hunger! 

I will arise, and go to my father, and will say unto 
tain, JJatherj j ^ v ^ s \^ iQ ^ against heaven, and before 
thee, and a,jn no, more worthy to be called thy son: 
make me as one of thy hired servants. 

And he arose*, and came to his father. But when he 
was yet a gneat way oft, his father saw him* $nd had! 
compassion, mi. (%D a»4 fell on his neck and kissed 

An4 the son; sai4 UQto him* Father, I have sinnei 
against fcea.ve,o* a,nd ia thy sight* and am no more 
withy to he called thy son. 

But the father said to his servants, Bring forth the 
best r#be*- ajad put it- go Mm* and- put a ring on hii 
hand* an4 stWG* QH hi* , feet. And bring hither the 
ff ttfd calf # ar4 ^11 it .*, and let \®GU ?n4 be, merry. 

1 ^ *Q d ' For 
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For this my son was dead, and is alive again ; he was 
lost,' and is found. And they began to be merry. 

Now his elder son was in the field : and as he came 
and drew nigh to the house, he heard music and dancing. 
And he called one of the servants, and asked what 
these things meant. 

And he said unto him, Thy brother is come ; and thy 
father hath killed the fatted calf, because he hath re- 
ceived him safe and sound. 

And he was angry, and would not go in : therefore 
came his father out, and intreated him. 

And he answering, said to his father, Lo, these many 
years do I serve thee, neither transgressed I at any time 
thy commandment , and yet thou never gavest me a kid, 
that I might make merry with my friends : ' 

But as soon as this thy son was come, who hath de. 
voured thy living with harlots, thou hast killed for him 
the fitted calf. 

And he said unto him, Son, thou art ever with me, 
and all that I have is thine. It was meet that we' 
should make merry, and be glad, for this thy brother 
was dead, and is alive again j and was lost, and is 
found. 

ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS, 

Such was our Saviour's discourse as he passed from 
the house of the Pharisee with whom he dined ; and, as 
the sabbath was a day of rest, the publicans, who were 
then at leisure, had an opportunity of attending him ; 
encouraged by his condescension to sinners, they eagerly 
pressed to hear him. 

The three parables in this section were calculated to 
comfort those poor penitents who followed our Loan, 
aod to rebuke the Pharisees Sot theur pride and censort. 

ottsnesSf 
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ousnes. By those of the lest shaft and the piece of mo* 
ney % our Lord shewed the care which God in his infi- 
nite mercy takes to bring sinners to repentance, and the 
delight he has in their conversion ; and in the parable of 
the Prodigal Son, God is represented as the Father of all 
mankind, shewing constant kindness to these who keep 
stedfastly to their obedience to his holy will and com- ' 
mandments* and receiving penitent sinners witlvpaternal 
tenderness and affection. 

In these similitudes our Lord spake after the manner 
•of men. The Pharisees proudly supposed that they 
stood in no need of repentance, and that God was glo- 
rified upon earth by such righteous persons as them- 
selves alone our : Lord shewed by these parables, that in 
their unkindness to sinners they were far from having a 
heavenly temper, since even the Supreme Being feels a 
a tender commiseration for those who, are likely to be 
lost, and good angels have a delight in administering to 
their xoh version. 

We must be careful not to infer from our Lord's 
words, there is more joy in heaven over one sinner that 
repenteth, than over ninety and nine just persons *who need 
no repentance, that it is. best to lead wicked lives, that 
we may by reformation be more acceptable to God 
than if we had never sinned ; for as the man who lost 
the sheep, and the woman who lost the piece of money, 
Jiad, we may suppose, an equal value for the remaining 
ones,* so are all faithful servants highly esteemed in the 
sight of God ; yet without any injury to them he may/ 
through his divine goodness, rejoice that one who wag 
in danger of eternal death is regained to their number : 
and, in humble imitation of the divine benevolence! 
oevery good Christian will rejoice also on so' happy an 
occasion, as well as the blessed spirits above. 

Id 
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In what an admirable light does our blessed Lord 
appear, thus extending his compassion to ^ those wha 
were despised by all men ; and setting an example %& 
his true disciples, to use their utmost endeavours for the 
reformation of those who live in error and sin, and 
gladly to receive them as Fellow Christian*, when they 
discover signs of contrition and amendment I If we ave 
solicitous in respect to our worldly possessier. v surely w« 
ought to be much more so for the honour of Go* ; and 
we should strive not; only to secure our own, salvation, 
but also to promote, as much as possible, that of others* 

The parable of the Prodigal Son had a particular re- 
ference to the Jews, not only in respect to the treat, 
ment given by the Scribes' and Pharisees to the Publi- 
cans and Sinners whofoHowed our Lo*&, bus also-** 
the offence they would afterwards take at the conver- 
sion of the Gentiles, and their admission into, the Church 
of Christ* Our La&o addressed hin&elf to the Scribes 
and Pharisees in such a manner as to avoid giving them 
offence, allowing to the Jews the privilege of eider bre- 
thren; for though the Gentiles were favoured, tiiejews 
were first chosen to be the peculiar people of Goo, and 
as such the Gospel was first- preached to. them before 
the Apostles were commissioned to invite the Gentiles to 
embrace it. The behaviour of the elder brother 1* 
the parable, was an exact representation o£ that of the 
Scribes and Pharisees in our Saviour '& thae* to Pufaiu 
cans and Sinners and of the uninvested Jews ufott* 
wards towards Gentile converts* Tie tldtr brother 
boasted of his own virtue and efoedience ; the Jews, 
"gloried in their strict observance e£ the law. The 
elder brother complained of his lather, as if he b$A 
fceen unkind to him: the Jews- were ©fended tha* 
divine favour was extended to* other* besides the©> 
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selves. The elder brother would not go into his- father** 
house because the other son was admitted, and aggra- 
vated his faults : our Lord's reception of publicans and* 
sinners was a pretence with the proud Pharisees for re- 
jecting the Gospel ; they judged those whom they called 
Slitters with rigid censure. Notwithstanding the peevish- 
ness of the elder son, his father treated him with affec- 
tion and kindness ; he besought him to come in ; assured 
him, that the kind entertainment he gave to his younger 
brother was no reflection upon him, nor should be any 
prejudice to him ; that, so far from rejecting, he should 
still consider him as his heir ; but observed that it was 
both natural and reasonable to rejoice on so happy an 
occasion. 

From this explanation of the Parable of the Prodigal, 
we may comprehend the spiritual meaning of it, and 
how far it may be applied to sinners in general, and to 
the Gentiles in particular : but it will afford still far. 
ther instruction, if we suppose it to be a real story, as 
in this view it furnishes a lesson well adapted to the 
present times, so remarkable for extravagance and pro- 
fusion *i Isgt us. learn thca from this examples " that 
prodigality sooner or later must end in beggary and ruin. 
Let our fortune be what it wHl, if we live above our- 
selves we shall at length be obliged to live below our- 
selves. It is the usual fete of the Prodigal that his 
friends and* hts fortune^fbrsake hint together. Repent- 
ance is the final conclusion.** But in temporal airatrs-, 
repentance is useless, it will not recover a lost estate, 
and every youth has not a kind father to receive him. 

The use which the Prodigal made of the portion 
-which his Father kindly gave htm, shews how danger- 
ous it is for youth W leave their best friends and adviser*, 

• See Bishop Newton's Dissertation 
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and trust to their own weak judgment : too many there 
are who, careless of admonition and reproof, seek their 
own destruction, unmindful of the heart-breaking sor- 
row which imbitters the days of their tender parents* 
and robs them of repose. Such ungrateful children ought 
%o be left to feci the want even of the common neces- 
saries of life, till their reformation begins to appear ; 
and then the kind hand of parental affection should be 
stretched out for their relief, and they should not be 
suffered to perish, nor be driven to despair, but have 
all possible encouragement to return to the paths of vir- 
tue and religion; for the Divine Being himself is 
ready to receive returning sinners. 

Brother and sisters may also learn from this excellent 
parable, to be kind and affectionate to each other : and 
to banish from their minds selfishness, jealousy, and «wy> 
which are ever torments to the heart in which they are 
allowed to dwell. 

SECTION LXXXII* 

THl PARABLE OP THE UNJUST STEWA&D. 

FromLide, Chap* xvi. 
• 

And he said also unto his disciples, There was a cer- 
tain rich man which had a steward ; and the same was> 
accused unto him that he had wasted his goods* 

And he called him, and said unto him, How is it that 
I hear this of thee I Give an account of thy stewardship.? 
for thou mayest be no longer steward,. 

Then the steward said within himself* What shall I do/ 
for my lord taketh away from me the stewardship ^ I 
cannot dig, to beg I am ashamed* . 
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I am resolved what to do, that when I am pat oaf 
of the stewardship, they may receive me into their 
houses. 

So he called every one of his lord's debtors unto him, 
and said unto the first. How much owest thou unto my 
lord? • 

And he said , An hundred measures of oil. And he 
said unto him, Take thy bill, and sit down quickly, 
and write fifty. 

Then said he to another, And how much owest 
thou ? And he said, An hundred measures of wheat* 
And he said unto him, Take thy bill, and write four, 
score. 

And the lord commended the unjust steward* /because 
he had done wisely : for the children of this world are 
in their generation wiser than the children ef light. 

And I say unto you, Make to yourselves friends of 
the mammon of unrighteousness; that 'when ye fail, 
they may receive ye into everlasting habitations. 
- He that is faithful in that which is least, is faithful 
also in much : and-he that is unjust in the least, is un* 
just also in much. 

If therefore ye have not been faithful in the un- 
righteous mammon, who will commit to your trust the 
true riches ? 

And If ye have not been faithful in that which is 
another man's, who shall give you that which is your 
own ? 

No servant can serve two masters ; for either he will 
hate the one, and love the jpther ; or else he will holp! 
to the one, and despise the other. Ye cannot serve 
God and mammon. 

And the IJharise^es also, who were covetous, , heard all 
these things : and they derided him. 

And 
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And he said unto them, Ye are- they which justify 
yourselves before men.} but God knoweth your hearts : 
for that which is highly esteemed amongst men, is abo- 
mination in the sight of God. 

The law and the prophets were until John : since that 
time the kingdom of God is preached, and every man 
presseth into it. 

And it is easier for heaven and earth to pass, than one 
tittle of the law to fail. . - 

ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS* 

- The dtsigm-of this paxabfewav teshew* that the-things 
ef this world should be so employed by us as to promote 
our eternal interests. By< the cMUmmof this maorld^ our 
Lo*m> evidently meant those- people -who attend only to 
their* worldly- concerns without any regand' to a ftau* 
life* by- the children of light* those who, walking- by 
the light of divine revelation* look forward with, hope 
to stnetomal iuboritun&i 

Tbt child***, of this* nttorld, saya oos Savu>»*, owe in 
tboirgenjemthm, oc according* to, thein specific chaeaotex* 
wiser than the children of light, for they make, to themuhu$ 
ftiendtof the mammon of unrighteousness, they employ the 
things, of this, world in such, ways as are likely to* secure 
the interests they have in view ; but the children (flight 
are too apt to We negligent and careless in. respect to the 
use of temporal blessings. The unjust steward took ad* 
vantage of his stewardship before he gave up bjs.ag* 
counts, and engaged his Lord's debtors, to adnata him 
into their houses, as one who had a title to their kind* 
Bess, by which he secured himself from labour and&^f* 
gary. And his Lord, judging according to the pmncL. 
pies of worldly-minded men, commended him because 
he had done wisely in respect to his. worldly concerns. 

Cur 
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Our Saviour admonishes the children of light to take 
the unjust steward for an example in respect to his 
assiduity, and forethought , m providing for his future, wel- 
fare; but he tells them to mate to themselves friends. of 
the mammon of uvrfgbteousnes,, that when these, fail they. 
may be received into everlasting habitations : and that they 
may know how. to- do this, he adds that they are to, 
act the part of. faithful stewards in fcspect to the things* 
of this world, intrusted to them by their heavenly 
Lord ;, an A to look beyond the grave for a recompense.. 
Though our Lord addressed this parable,, and the subset 
quern, discourse^ to bis disciples,, he bad certainly, a vi&wi 
to the Pharisees, many of whom were rich and coy,e]U 
ous; such persons our Lord observed are not qualified 
to receive spiritual.bl&sjxgs ; because they do not make 
a right use of temporal blessings; and they must not look 
for m eternal reward, unless they wean their affections 
from worldly things, and placer then* upon heavenly 
treasures. The Pharisees as usual, instead of receiving 
tbir exhortation with- thstifefolnest, derided our Lord; 
on which he reproved- them for their hypocrisy, and 
Sold them tfiey werene* longer to look upon the Jewish 
nation as the only people o£God> because from the 
rime of John the Baptises preachings the kingdom of 
God wafr offered to all- mankind- ; at the same time our 
Lord said the moral la*w would be enforced rather than 
destroyed^ > 

From our Lord's- own mouth we learn, that though 1 
temporal thing* are not to be trusted to for eternal happi- 
ness, they may be made subservient to it. By a proper 
application of riches, the favour of God mny be ob- 
tained, and an entrance into everlasting habitations-se- 
cured ; but this can never be done by such means as 
the unjust* steward employed to make friends for him- 
self; therefore the children of light should never ha*ve 
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recourse to them, but, on the contrary, they should, ac- 
cording to tHeir ability, feed the hungry, clothe the 
naked, comfort the sick, and relieve the prisoner, that 
at the last day they may partake of the gracious invij 
tation of the heavenly king, Comeye, blessed of my Fa- 
ther, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the font. 
. dation of the world, Let us, then, behave ourselves like 
faithful stewards, in the management of those good 
things which our heavenly Master has intrusted to us ^ 
and we shall be happy in the reflection, that in propor^ 
fion to our fidelity will be our eternal felicity ; for 
God has graciously connected our interest with our 
duty. 

'. SECTION LXXX1II. 

THE PARABLE OF THE RICH MA* AMD LAZARVS. 

From Luke, Chap, xvu 

Thseb was a certain Tich man, who was clothed in 
purple and fine linen, and fared sumptuously every day. 

And there was a certain beggar named Lazarus, who 
was laid at his gate, full of sores, 

And desiring to be fed with the crumbs which fell 
from the rich man's table : moreover, the dogs came 
and licked his sores. 

And it came to pass that the beggar died, and was 
carried by the angels into Abraham's bosom : thelich • 
man also died, and was buried, 

• And in hell he lift up his eyes, being in torments, 
and seeth Abraham afar off, and Lazarus in kis bosom. 

And he criec!, and said, Father Abraham, have 
mercy on me, and send Lazarus, that he may dip the tip 
of his finger in water, and cool my tongue ; for I am 
tormented in this flame. 

Bat 
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But Abraham said, Son, remember that thou in thy 
life- time receivedst thy good things, and likewise Laza- 
rus evil, things ; but now he is comforted, and thou art 
tormented. 

And besides all. this, between us and you there is a 
great gulf fixed ; so that they which would pass from 
hence to you, cannot ; neither can they pass to us, that 
would cc*me from thence. „ 

Then he said, I pray thee therefore, father, that thou 
wouldest send him to my father's fywse ; for I have . 
five brethren ; that he may testify unto them, lest they 
also come into this place of torment. 

Abraham saith unto him, They have Moses and the 
prophets ; let them hear them. 

And he said, Nay, father Abraham : but if one went 
unto them from the dead, they will *epent» 

And he said unto him, If they hear not Moses and 
the prophets, neither will they be persuaded though one 
rose from the dead. 

ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS. 

Having in the parable of the Prodigal Son described 
the grace of the Gospel, pur Lord in that of the rkh 
man and Lazarus set before his hearers the wrath to 
come. 

" The general design * of this parable is formed 
upon the doctrine of a future state, as it prevailed in the 
Jewish church at that time. It is addressed to the 
Pharisees, who believed the resurrection; and, there- 
fore, our Lord did not on this occasion make use of 
arguments to prove the reality of a future state ; but 
built upon it, as a truth believed and acknowledged by 
themselves." As the Jews entertained very erroneoas 

* See Dr. Stebbing* sSermons* 
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notions on this head, we will not amuse ourselves with 
an examination of them ; since we may be assured, that 
though our Lord here alluded to them, he did not 
mean to confirm them, but only to convey by this 
means practical instruction, adapted to the comprehen- 
sion of those to whom it was addressed* 

We may judge from the different portions allotted to 
the ricbmd the poor man in the other world, that they 
were of very different dispositions. 

The rich man does not appear to have been deficient 
in charity, for Lazarus was fed with the superfluities 6f 
his table. It was no sin in him to wear' purple *nd 
'fine linen, nor to fare sumptuously, for he -could weU 
afford it ; neither is it related, that he was ; guilty <3f 
fraud, oppression, or intemperance : yet we find he was, 
after death, condemned to a state df torment, whilst' the 
: poor beggar was exalted to heaven. { Abraham's bosom 
was an expression in use with the Jews, • signifying the 
abode of happy spirits in a separate state.) -From the 
request of the rich man that Lazarus might be sent to 
his brethren, and Abraham's answer, "remember that 
thou in thy lifetime receivedst thy good things,", we 
may infer,, that his crimes were infidelity and unthank- 
fulness to God for the ble& i igs so bountifully bestowed 
on him. We may likewise infer, that Lazarus had 
borne the evils of adversity with patient resignation to 
the divine will, trusting in God's mercy for future hap- 
piness, and practising all the duties which belong to a 
stdte of poverty. When the rich man was convinced, 
by fatal experience, of the certainty of another world, 
he lamented his folly ; but the day of grace was past, 
arid repentance would not alter his condition : he there- 
fore wished to inform his brethren of it, that they might 
be converted before it was too late. 

« Who. 
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w ...-- tc Who* would not think, that the coming of one 
from the dead would effectually convince an unbeliever ? 
For what more could any one desire, than to see an old 
acquaintance, and hear from him a relation of what he 
had heard and -seen aftdr death in another world ? And 
yet this evidence, our Saviour tells us, -would have no 
efficacy on unbelievers. He who can hold* out against 
the evidence God has already given, that he will one 
day judge the world in righteousness, would not be per- 
suaded though one arose from the dead." 

This parable, though in itself an allegory, will help 
to establish our belief of many important particulars. 
We may leaf n from it, that a man may enjoy a large 
•share of temporal blessings, without possessing the fa. 
vour of God . That there is a *tatet>f retribution, • whpre 
the case will be very different. That it is impossible 
for those who are condemned to the place prepared for 
the wicked, ever to go to heaven ; and that there is no 
danger of those who have attained a state of isliss, evor 
to be sent from it ; and that it ♦ is better to prepare for 
eternity, than to enjoy all the riches, honours, and plea- 
ses' tm^ world can afford. 

Since we are furnished with the means of knowledge, 
we should take warning from the fate of the rich man 
in the parable. Those who will attend to Moses and 
the Prophets may be sufficiently convinced of the 
reality t>f a future state; but we have the additional 
testimony of Christ and his Apostles; and if these are 
not enough to establish our belief of the truth of Chris, 
tianity, no evidence will convince us. Let us then be 
thankful for the light we have, which is amply suffi- 
cient to guide our feet into the way of peace ; if we 
do -not, at the peril of our immortal souls, wilfully ex. 

* Bishop Sherlock's 5cnaoas« 
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elude it, and resolve rather to wander in the darkness of 
error and sin. 



SECTION LXXIV. 

THE PARABLES OF THE UNJUST JUDGE, AND TBS 
PUCLIQAN AND PHARISEE. 

From Luke, Chop, xvii, xviii. 

And the Apostles said unto the Lord, Increase our 
fa ! th. 

And the Lord said, If ye had faith as a grain of 
mustard-seed, ye might say unto this sycamine tree> 
But thou plucked up by the root, and be .thou planted 
in the sea, and it shall obey you. 

But which of you having a servant ploughing, or 
feeding cattle, will say unto him by and by, when he is 
come from the field, Go, and sit down to meat : 

And will not rather say unto him, Make ready where- 
with I may sup, and gird thyself, and serve me till I 
have eaten and drunken ; and afterward thou shah eat 
and drink \ 

Doth he thank that servant because he did the things 
tliat were commanded him ? I trow not. 

So likewise ye, when ye shall have done all those 
things which are commanded you, say, We are unpro- 
fitable servants : we have done that which was our 
duty to do. 

And he spake a parable unto them, to this end, that 
men ought always to pray, and not to faint ; 

Saying, There was in a city a judge, which feared 
not God, neither regarded man. ,And there was a 
widow in that city, and she came unto him, saying, 
Avenge me of mine adversary. 

And 
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• And he. would pjkt for; a .while e - but ^ftexwjurd ha 
said within himself,; Though I feat not. God, jw re* 
gard man; ye* because this widow troubleth me, 1 
will avenge her, lest tyr her continual coming she 
weary me* 

And the Lord said, Hear what the unjust judge 
saith. And shall not God avenge his own elect, which 
cry day and night unto him, though he. bear long, 
with them? . 

. : I tell yon, that he will avenge them speedily. Ne- 
vertheless, when the Sonofjnan cometh, shall, he find 
faith on the earth ? , 

, And he spake this parable unto certain which trusted 
iu themselves that they were .righteous, and despised 
others: 

. Two men went up into the temple to pray ; the one 
a Pharisee,, and the others publican., 
. The Pharisee stood and prayed thus with himself* 
God,, I thank thee, that I am not as other men are, ex* 
(ortioners, unjust, adulterers, pr>eve,n a& this, publican. - 
, I fast twice in tfye week, I give tithes of all that L 
possess. , 

.. And the publican standing afar off, would not lift up, 
so much as his eyes unto heaven, but smote upon hi». 
fcreast, saying, Gop be merciful to me a sinner.. 
: , I tell you, . this man went down to his house justified 
rather than the other ; for every one that exalteth him* 
self, .shall be ajpased.; and he that humbleth himself,, 
shall be exalted* - > . 

I ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS. 

Our Lord's discourse concerning the duty of a ser. 

varit, was particularly addressed to bis disciples, but 

Vol. V. R . may 
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tifay be applied to* Christian* in gerieral'; for we are all * 
God's sarvants, and are bound to do what we can for 
dishonour and glory. There is a variety of work op- 
pointed for us to do ; we must therefore endeavour to, 
discharge the duties which our heavenly Master requires 
of us, with diligence and integrity ; yet, after all, 
we mfcst acknowledge ourselves to be unprofitable ser- 
vants, because 110 advantage can arise to GooTrom 
what we do : he has no need of us, nor can our best 
tffcrVices* add either to his perfection or happiness ; but 
#hat he requires of us is for our own benefit, and tht 
' good of our fellow-creatures. 1 

The Parable of the unjust judge seems to have been 
principally designed as an encouragement to his disci- 
ples under the hardships they would meet with from the 
rnalice of theii enemies ; that they might pray with 
faith and perseverance, and not faint under their trials ; 
but it is of general application. If a judge, who was 
am entire stranger to goodness, was at length overcome 
by importunity *, what : may not be- expected from a 
God who is infinite in goodness, ever bountiful to his 
creatures, delighting to do them good, even without 
*tteir seeking or desiring it, and who is constantly able 
tb supply all their wants > Such a Being certainly will 
attend to the earnest prayers of his creatures, especially 
of those who, by their Christian profession, are become 
his elector chosen people, and will grant them such sup- 
plies as they stand in need of. N But then we must re- 
member, that men ought always to pray and not fcrintt 
1 The meaning of which is, that we should be always in a 
disposition for- praying ; that is, we should keep alive 
in our- minds a firm belief of Goo and his Providence, 
a lively sense of our own sinfulness, and weakness, and 

*%e an excellent Sermon on th\s Subject by Arthbtoiop Shar^e. 
6 y an 
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an humble dependence upon his goodness for the sap- 
ply df our wants. It also imports, that we should, on 
all solemn occasions, actually address ourselves to God ; 
seeking help from him in all difficulties ; acknowledg- 
ing every striking instance of his goodness ; imploring 
his protection, his guidance, his blessing upon us, ir\ 
every work of moment we go about. It also implies, 
that we should, at least twice in a day, either in public 
or private, offer up the sacrifice of prayer and praise in 
a solemn manner unto God, as other daily sacrifices are 
abolished. To fray always and not faint ', imports alsd 
continuance and perseverance in prayer; not to. pray 
by fits and starts, and then intermit our devotions, 4>u$ 
constantly to keep up the fervour of our minds towards 
God, whether we have a return to our prayers imme* 
diately or not. Not that the Almighty has need of our 
remonstrances, or can be moved by our pleadings ; 
but he has made it our duty, and it is inconsistent with 
his justice to grant mercy unless weask for it. 

.OurSAVioujt assured his disciples, that his Father 
nvould certainly vindicate their cause at length by the 
sudden destruction of their persecutors, if they conti, 
nued to supplicate his aid ; though he might, to exer-. 
cise their patience, and give their enemies opportunity 
to repent, leave them exposed for a time to the malice 
of the Jews. The Almighty is not, like the mijmt 
judge, backward to relieve, burconstantly ready to be. 
stdw his mercies when we are properly disposed to re." 
ceivethera. 

The expression, When the St* of man cometh, shall be 
find faith in the earth? is by some understood to .mean, 
that there would be none "who professed the faith of 
Christ remaining in the land of Judea, when that terri- 
ble destruction he had foretold should fall upon it : others 
explain it as signifying, that the sererity of the persecu- 
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tlon weald almost bear down the faith of God's people* 
By having Faith as a grain of mustard seed, signifies 
having an increasing Faith, producing an attention to 
the various duties of Christianity, as the small seed of 
the mustard-tree alluded to sprang up in the earth and 
produced branches and leaves. - 

It iseasy to perceive, that the Parable of the two men 
kvbo went into the temple to fray, was particularly de- 
signed to mortify the Pharisees, and encourage the Publi- 
cans, and those who were stigmatized as sinners by the 
Jews; but it will admh of gene raj application* 

The Pharisees imagined that they were as holy as 
they had. need to be, and much more righteous than 
other men. Proud of their strict observance of the ce- 
remonial law, they supposed that they had a right to 
claim God's peculiar favour as a debt due to them. But 
it is unnecessary to say any more of this self- justifying 
Sect, as our Lord has so fully described them in the . 
parable before us. The behaviour proper for a true 
penitent is also so well exemplified in the Publican, 
that it is superfluous to attempt a farther illustration of 
it. As we all stand in need of divine mercy, we should 
supplicate for it with the same humility as he did, and 
not trust in our own righteousness, like the proud Pha- 
risee; for, in the sight of God, no man living is justifi- 
ed or reckoned just by his own works, since all have 
sinned and stand in need of forgiveness. - How gracious 
then is the Divins Being, to promise that he who 
humbieth himself shall, through his infinite mercy, be 
exalted? 
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SECTION LXXXV. . ;, 

CHRIST REBUKES THE INTEMPERATE ZE'AL OF JAMES 

AND JOHN, AND HEALS TEN LEPERS OUR LORD 

WARNS THE PHARISEES OF THE APPROACHING NA* 

TIONAL DESTRUCTION. 

» 

From Luit, Chap* i*. xvii. ~ 

And it came to pass that as he went to Jerusalem/ 
he passed through the midst of Samaria ; 

And sent messengers before his face : and they went, 
and entered into a village of the Samaritans, to mike 
ready for him. v 

And they did not receive him, because his face wat 
as though he would go to Jerusalem. 

And when his disciples James and' John saw this, 
" they saiflj* Lord, wilt thou that we command fire to 
come down from heaven, and consume tbetav even a* 
EBasdid? 

• But he turned and rebuked them, and said, Ye know 
not what manner of spirit ye are of. * ') 

For the Son. of man is not come to destroy men's 
lives, but to save them. And they went to another 
village. * 

And as he entered into a certain village, there met 
him ten men that were lepers, which stood afar off: and 
they lifted up their voices, and said, Jesus, Master, 
have mercy upon us, . * 

And when he saw them, he said unto them, Go shew 
yourselves unto the priests. And it came to pass that 
as they went they were cleansed. t 

And /One of them when he saw that he was healed,' 
turned back, and with a loud voice glorified God, and- 
fell down on his face at his feet, giving him thanks : 
and he was a Samaritan. 

R 3 And 
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And Jesus answering, said, Were there not ten . 
cleansed? bat where are'the nine ? 

Ther£ are not found that returned to give glory to 
God, save this stranger. And he said unto him, Arise, 
|o thy way ; thy faith hath made thee whole. 

And when he was demanded of the Pharisees, when 
the kingdom of God should come, he answered them 
and said, The .kingdom of God cometh not with ob- 
•exyation.* , ; 

Neither shall they say, Lo here, or, lo there: for 
beJioM, the kingdom of God is within you. 

4^?d he said unt^ the djsciplea, The jlayswill come* 
when ye shaU desire to see one of the days of the Son of 

«w «** w *taJl m ««£,*• 

And they shall say to you. See hen?, flr see there : 
jgp#>t#fter<liein,.nor follow them. 

i ***** rt» lightning that lightened! *>ut of the pnft 
port unief jvmwk sjuneth unto the. other pur* oj&r 
heaven; so shall also the Son of man be in his day* 
fttjJrtt mm he suffer many tt&gp, ajidbfi *ej*ctej} of 
this generation. 

And wit was in the days of Np4h v *o stall it *e 
alaoiin the day* of the Son of man;. They did sat, they 
drank, they married wives, they were given in mar,., 
ihge> *ritil the day that Njp*# e&tered into the,ark : 
aijd.tbe.fload came: and destroyed them all. 

,- Likewise alio w it was in the days of Lot,_ they did 
eat, they drank, they bought, they spld, they planted* 
tkeylbuiMed ; ' 

:JBnt tbe.6ame.dajr that Lot went out of Sodom, it 
rained fire and brimstone from heaven, and destroyed 
tjfem all : Even thus shall it be in tlie day when the. 
Son of man is tevealed. . 
la that day, Jie which shall be upon the house top, , 

and 
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and his stjuT,in the.house, Jet b^rri npt^copie do>wn lo.tafce 
it away *• and he that is j^n the fiety, let hija likewise 
not return back. 

Remepiher^jQt's wife. 

Whosoever sfyajl seek to s*ye his life, sfcajl Jlose it : 
god whosoever shall lose hisjife, shall preserve it. 

I tell you, in thaf jiight ^there , shall he <#p men in, 
one bed; the one shall be taken, and the Qther shajj. 
deleft. .. 

. :Tw,o WJpn^n^Ii^egrjinflingtojet^er; the pjae^haty 
fee ta^efl, pnjl the. other left. r 

TPPM** ?m i ^e W$? £$4 J thp one ,sy4>be tflk^ 

5 ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS, 
TifHigJi <W J,o M Jogw fat Vrshq*}, oy hu #»• 

9W»w /ffld »i«^fiy #w«4<* ite^wl te # thf jwj& 

WlUN, «d *t ]*flgfo«o$K ,&*$** ii^f% &,|tedU 
&tty dtfefmiwjd rfo «<Mifobejr r jk*win$ , |h» x u was 
tfet pnjyrway $o promote rtfe gfary jpf £$& ^t^ 
f^lvatipuofnianki^- 

It was naturaj for Jam* nod J<to IP Itftfflfenfcrf 
With the Samaritans, fru.t Aejr oaiiied the£r4iejl fc> ap 
ptejopmic ,e*c*w» *ud 4tfir4iy ine Mwhl &m v *& 
ibejivjfer it, sowing ttan'ttal it ^o^ede^jfroiii '*» 
tnctaifttian deposition ; for^hristiMuty £?4m4« ite if* 
{Mgeocc of pride, jttfiiion, anjl feaonal ifijrjp|$ ; && 
they should .hav.c considered, that the jGmjaJi was # 
pwrfa^auonirf pwsetmd g&4 will H Jm; ^pd not t? 
be ptopaga&dty foe andjH*or4, blood a&£ j*2au.gb*er f 
loaiead, therefore, .of 4#pi&!tfiqg je$entrn^j>t agaiptt 
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those Samaritans, our Lord quietly retired to another 1 
village ; here he hid an opportunity of exercising his be. 
nevolence on ten miserable objects at ortce ; it is proba- 
ble, he travelled that way in particular for their sakes. 

* It must have been very affecting to hear these ten 
lepers, aft with one voice calling on our Lord for 
mercy ; and delightful to obWve the' benignity with 
which he granted it ! • " ' **'' ' ' * J 

To try the obedience of these men, and also that 
their cure might be ascertained, and that they might be 
received into society again; oiir^Loko sent them to the 
friesu One of tire lepers, particularly a#3$ed with 
the mercy bestowed on him, publicfy acknowledged 
the Divine power of Christ, and glorified Goo ; thii 
inan wai ii Samaritan, the ; other nine were Jews : onr 
Lord mentioned this circumstance, as an argument* Fof 
his kindness to the Samaritans, whom Jus countrymen 
despised. 

** We may learn from our LoatiY'rehake «td y James 
and John, tfcat it is the duty tf Vfrt^CbrifttbUh telbte 
he execute? puijoscs of -feveng** <td*cj*ft*i(fcr W*afi kit* 
tfrphrit it beof t and to regulate his anger by the rule* 
of the Gospel ;**nd we are taught, fey" his. benevoJeftoe 
to the Samaritan leper, to be kind to stringers, and 
not to contract our' kindness to the circle* of otir own 
Acquaintance, nor e^en pf otfr own country men f'fdfr 
kM« mankind are the children bfone Father, even Cod- 3 
•and' as we cannot, like our btestedLofcD, , p ! enet fate into 
thfc hearth of men, and discern their dispositions, charity 
requires that we should 'think well of all, till we find/ 
by experience, that they are undeserving of oar good 
opinion; nor- should we withhold our benevolence, even 
if we have occasion to change our sentiments, when an 
opportunity 'Offers for promoting the eternal happiness of 
•by- of our fellow-creafures* 

It 
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-' It is not certain whether our. Loud was at Jerusalcrn, 
or in its neighbourhood, when the Pharisees asked him 
the question concerning the kingdom of Gap.; In,hi% 
answer he cautioned them not to expect it with exter- 
nal pomp and the observation of ipen, -because it was. 
a. spiritual kingdom, and, during their abode in .this 
world/ to be only spiritually discerned. When our Lo a a 
Was alone with his disciples, he described the signs, 
by which they might know that this kingdom was. 
actually begun ; and warned them, that (he establish- 
ing of \t in the Blinds of men , would be .at tended; witk 
great trouble -and interruption to the first propagators 
of it, as well as to its opponents;, so that all parties, 
would wish for the coming of the Messiah ; the. 
Jews, in hopes that he would bring them victory and' 
triumph ; the Christians, that they might enjoy peace 
and tranquillity. 

Lest his disciples should be deceived by false reports 
concerning the kingdom of heaven^.qur Lord cau- 
tioned them to beware of imppStors; and told them* 
that he shortly 'would come, but in a very different 
manner from what the Jews expected, to* bring sudden 
and unavoidable destruction on the enemies of his re- 
ligion ; .hut, he, foretell that; he must .suffer rnany thing* 
before what; he qow, predicted should, come to pass^ 
yet Divine vengeance would overtake sinners,, as it for-, 
merly had done in many very remarkable- Instances^! 
when they Jeast expected it- Our Lord then prophe- 
sied that at the approaching destructioa of Jerusale/h^ 
numbers of his faithful servants would be saved in a 
^r/^r6vi4eoti|l manner, when;others> of the same; fa- 
mily, who. did no^ believe in him* would be destroyed 
ifilh^wplary.iu/lgfientv $s liot'^s. wife had. been/ox 
ker infidelity} that wherever the unbeliev ing A Jews; , 
lfow*14 ^ gfit^red t£ge$ljer, : tbeje, wouid the, vengeance 
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•f God puifsue 4htfm; and that the Romans (called 
Eagles, perhaps, because they bore that bird on their 
standard} should fly upon them as a helpless prey. 

We will reserve the lull consideration of this remark. 
a%fe prophecy to a future occasion. It will be sufficient 
for our present purpose to point out, that what our 
Lord said of the destruction of Jerusalem may be ap- 
r&ied to his appearance at the last iay. We should, 
therefore, always keep in mind, that death and judgment 
will conk, and endeavour to be in a state of preparation 
for them; and not, like Lot's wile, disbelieve the 
tbreatenings of God ; and, having entered on a religi. 
ous course of life, look back with desire after the sinful 
pleasures, of this world. 



SECTION LXXXVI. 

©URJLORD CURBS A MAN WBO HAD BEEN BLIND 
FROM BIS BIRTH. 

From J*bn, Chap. ix. 

And as Jesus passed by, he saw a man that was blind 
from his birth, and his disciples asked him, saying, Mas. 
ter, who did sin, this man, or his parents, that he was 
torn 'blind* " 

" Jesus answered, "Neither hath this man signed, 'nor 
his parents : but that the works of God should be made 
manifest in him. 

I must work the works of lira that sent rat, while 
it is day :' the night comejh when no man can -work. 
As long as I am in the world, I am the light of the 
tforld. 

" Whence had thus spoken, he spat on Ac {rounds 
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jmd made clay ,of ythe spittle, apd h* anointed, the eye* 
of the blind man with, tjie clay ; 

And said unto him, Go wash in the pool of Sijoam 
(which is by interpretation, Sent). He went his .way 
therefore, and washed, and qamje seeing. 

The neighbours therefore, and they which before bad 
see,n him, Jfc** he was blind, said, Is not this he that 
sat and begged ? 

Some said, Thisisjie: others said, He is like him : 
but he said, • I am he. Therefore said they unto ium^ 
Hpw were thine eyes opened ? , 

He answered and said, A man that is called Jesus 
made clay, and anointed mine eyes* apd said unto .me* 
Co to the ppoj vof, Siloam, and wash : and I went and 
washed, apd t received $ig|it r 

Then said they unto him, Where is lie? He said, I 
know no^. They brought to the Pharisees him. that 
afbrefime was blind. i 

And i^was the sabbath-day when Jgsys made tte 
clay, Aid opea/d his.eyes. . 

Then again the Pharisees aj^o a?ke4 bira how he ha<$ 
icjceived his sjghk Hfe -said junto thejn,. lie put day 
ujx*n rojne e.ye$, *pd I wasjjejl, .and do «$e.. 

Therefore said some of the Pharisees, This man m t$f 
of :G#<>, tecau^e.he Jceepeth not tfasabbatf^day. Gtbet* 
said, how can a man that is a >ipnejr do s^cji. miracles | 
Apd |heje. was a division a^joog them. , 

They say tintath^r l$nd man again* What s^yeW tfyo* * 
fif Mm, that fee feufc opened- tixine eyes ? He said* He 
i»:aproffeejl. 

But the Jews did nqt folfcye . cqncejrnjjig fu.in> 
Ibatie ted -been , tyjndi an^L.jece^ed his #fo flntil 
Aey fldtad.ifaBMptl.rf &fc. #t^d .tf^fref} W* 
fight, 

Rtf 
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And they asked them, saying, Is 'this your son* 
who ye say was .bom Wind ? how then idoth he now" 
see ? 

His parents answered them, and said^ We know that 
this is our son, and that he was born blind : ' ; 

But by what means he now seeth, we know not ; or 
who hath opened his eyes, we know not : he is of age, 
ask him, he shall speak for himself. 

These words spake his'parents, because they feared 
the Jews : for the Jews had agreed already; that if any 
man did confess that he was Christ, he should be pat 
out of the synagogue. * 

Therefore said his parents, He is of age, ask him. 

Then again called they the man that was blind, and 
said unto him, Give God the praise: we know that 
this man is a sinner. 

*" He answered and said, Whether he'be a sinner or no, 
I know not : one* thing I know, that whereas 1 was 
blind, now I 3ee. 

. Then said they to him again, What did he to thee ? 
how opened he thine eyes ? ; 

* 'He answered thenar I have told* you already, and y* 
did not hear : wherefore would ye hear it again ? will 
ye also be his disciples ? 

* Then* thef reviled Kim, and said, 1 Thou art his dis- 
ciple; but we are Moses' disciples. - 

We know that God -spake unto Mbses : as for thia 
fellow, ' we know not from whence he is. 
' The man answered and said unto them, Why' herein 
is a marvellous thing, that ye know not whence he is, 
and yet he hath opened mine eyes. 
' Now we know that Goft heareth not sinners : but if 
any be a worshipper of Ge»j and doeth his will, hiitf 
^eljeareth, 
,; • '- Since 
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c Bince^ the world began was it not heard,, that any 
man opened the eyes of one that was born blind. If 
Ihis man were not df 3$c*Dj "he could do nothing. 
• They answered ahd^said'imto him, Thou wast alto* 
gether born in sinsj and T dost thou teach «s ?* And they 
cast htm out. - : • • - - : •! ." . » 

" J 'JW« , -hea'rd'fliat' i tMeJr had cast him out ;. and when 
he had found him, he said unto him, Dost thou belieYe 
on the Son of God-'? - " J 

He answered and said, Who is he, Lord, that I might 
believe on him ? ' ' ' " • , 

And ; Jesus said unto him, Thou hast both seen him* 
and his hSthat walketh With thee. ; 

' And he said, Lord, 1 believe. And, he worshipped 
# v hinv ' • ; «•* '•'• '• ' / 

< ' ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS. 

Our Lord being come ;to Jerusalem to celebrate the 
-feast of the dedication iof the temple, saw in one of the 
streets tt poor man who. was a great ^object of compas* 
•km | nor. did he pass him with) qnfeeling inattention^ 
but regarded him with tender* pity--. ,Hpw dreadful 
must be the condition of a man born blind 1 Our Lord's, 
disciples supposed, that the ( blindness ^ofhixa who, aj, 
tractedtheir Masts r's regard, was a judgment inflicted 
by Duune justice ; and they put a strange question, Wha 
did sm^ this man or hit parents > that he was born blind F > 
The Jews had a notion (whieji.they borrowed from the^ 
. FyjJsa^ooiaJQS, a sect .of heathen philosophers) that, if a; 
awn behaved himself amiss in this world,* he was, afte^ 
death; sent rioto another \#Ay* where he met withgrea| 
cjflaroitie^^jawliHvBd upon jrnrcji worse terms, than h$ r 
fore** 9^JtoX\trfmtakir$ *hftt disftngjysljed virtue wy 
gctfaxded with a more advantageous situation* This 

wa» 
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was a very'abeUrd tjpiajop, ar$ .^neatb^ur &f ^xpofi's. 
dignity to refute* as he was not discussing with hear 
thens; because no such, dos^ne hja^been revealed by 
Gob to the Jews, and humaji season alone might dis- 
cover the inconsistency of }t ;; instead of satisfying their 
curiosity, he informed them, that the design of the 
man's being born bfiad was, t^ithe mtracidou^p^wer 
of God might be manife* tgd in giuiqg him sight | 
therefore, it was a peculiar part of dua business; as the 
M|sm ah, to uure him : whifih he should do, thou^Ji it 
was the sabbath-day, notwithstanding it would pro* 
yoke his enemies to persecute him. Qur L^rd knew, 
that the time of his ministry was drawing to a conclu- 
sion, and he would lose.no qpport#nity of fulfilling his 
commission. He had often declared himself to be tb* 
light of the world % and proved that he was so, both in 
a natural and a spiritual sense, having restored the eye. 
sight of many, and illuminated the minds of thousands, 
who were blinded by sin and prejudice. 

The circumstances of this ntfrade xrtxe singular and 
significant ; 'bat it i* needless to enqoiae. xxftatly into 
the meaning of each particular': it is kimloient.to re* 
mark/ that anointing the eyes with clay was, according 
to ! the usual course of natu*e, >more likely to blind thari 
to clear the sight; which added to the wonder, and 
proved that it was H>rvme fo&x** and not my mtdkiual 
duality in the means out Lord made use.a£ -that 
effected the cure. The performance «f such a miracle 
must certiinly have made a great aitesatton in *he,maja?s 
appearance j For the eyes are the distinguished ocaa. 
ments'of the human face, and give liveliness and sou 
mation to all -the rest ; yet the man was feouso entirely 
altered, 'but that be 'easily evinced hi* neighbours lie 
%ai the *akc jsrsetn antf fcie ^awfqls acknowledged 



v G&bgle7* 




him - to be their son, though their sinful timidity *c-j 
strained them from shewing gratitude to his benefactor* 

The members of the Sanhedrim, we find, made very 
particular enquiries concerning this miracle. They 
examined every ^circumstance, and each new witness 
confirmed the truth of it; ytt, instead of acting as be- 
came men in authority, and professors qf righteousness, 
they wouldnot hear the voice of reason in our Lord's 
favour, but proceeded against him with prejudice* 
malice K and passion* What scandal did they endeavour 
to throw on our blessed Saviouh ! We read, that they * 
even paade an express law to excommunicate whoever 
should acknowledge Jesus to be the Christ, thus 
Openly rebelling against Jihovah and his anointed 
One : but the man who had received the cure, having; 
truth on his side, baffled all the arguments of these 
learned Pharisees, boldly reproved them for their ob- 
stinate infidelity, and, in spite of their power, professed 
himself the disciple of Jesus, because he was convinced 
that he came from God. When the Pharisees found 
they could not confound the a^ap, nof br^ng him tQ 
their putposei they £e*c4ve4 that he should feel the 
e&cts of their resentment • tbgy, therefore, c^st hin> 
out of the synagogue, and out J#pi off fromjbeinjj *> 
member of the church of Israel* * 

The poor .man, whose eyes had never W$el£ ^ s ' 
deliverer, was, as we wy suppose, earnestly desfrous^ 
of .an opportunity of expressing, his gratitude ; an£ 
Jisirj, to whom every circDraslimpe of bis altercation 
with the Pharisees ,n$as kivown,. game firth to meet 
bun; and it is ,probaWe intimated to him tt^at h,e was , 
the perm who. had cured him* OurGLoiD resolved toi 
prtve. hi* faith* a/*d then to eniigfefcn h»,ui^erstan4<% 
i*fi 4* #*& V ^ »*P pxo&iifid kkw^jyogneas ta 

believe 
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believe irrthe Son of God, Christ revealed himself t& 
him, and the man acknowledged his Divinity without 
hesitation, and expressed his belief by humble ado- 
ration. 

The man who was born blind certainly could not" 
commit sin before he came into the world ; and our 
Saviour expressly declared, that he was not born in- 
that miserable condition/ for the punishment of his pa- 
rents ; but that the works of God might be manifested 
in him. Besides it is very reasonable to suppose, that 
this affliction was in many respects conducive to the 
man's spiritual interest ; a sense of his calamity might 
make him more attentive to the duties of religion, and 
more solicitous to obtain the favour of God, by humi. 
Bty and patient resignation, than he would have been: 
in a happier condition ; and the practice of these duties 
had a' natural tendency to mitigate his affliction* But 
supposing it to have been attended with every uacenW 
fortable circumstance that can possibly be conceived* 
none can deny that he was amply 'recompensed by the 
tXio'tv&ige o£ Sal vat low.** : : ' > • : 

: Wt ought to receive the' account of this -tfliracl*. a* 
* farther* proof that our -Si&vfoirit 'was tie So* && 
God r fcnn* ftom hii permitting the man, to worship him; 
we may infer* that he is worthy of ad*ration% ' 
' Every 'Christian it,-' in a spiritual sense, in-t&ef-' cin* 
dltion of a. man hern blind* and receiving sight by tbi hand 
*/* Ch r i su. * If this consideration excjteS-our gratitude* 
Bow shall we express it I What homage short of «&n£- v 
Hon can we offer to the Sow of Go i> I He who- cam*- 
firth and proceeded from the Father, \o enlighten t 0ui?s 
minds with -Divine' knowledge, ithe benevolent $ a**. 
▼iotrRj who felt as Mam every tishdev affection of the* 
human hearty a«4 whose dtligh* 1 i* J to 'give- bapfuines^it 
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Xet u* then, <ar Christians,: take the !man bom blind for 
#ur example, f and Jet us- leaiu £dohi our Lord's owp 
*words, that it is very wrong to regard any. one as a no-* 
torioiiB dinner, who meets with an uncommon calamity. 
Each man's vwii cmuknce wifl.bes't .teach him. in what: 
light tbcooai&r hii affliccion; iait cHarity* should in. 
cHne.oxhccs: to suppose rfiey f may be sent, as > trdah *f 
i&tiui n.id utvJii>: :*:iz /y.. h« tiM r : *•?«-. ,; ,7. 



predictions^ concerning th^ Cood shepherd 

* 4 * . . 0> ISRAELI "**"./ t " 

~&{ U:h ,' .dtai/^iOk^lkilJlu. : ,;• ..• * I 

5 • O 2Jfc*i 'that 1 b^^eA f, gb^d*tfgi», get tie* ur> 
hiti 'ftc'-high -moWtaltf :- T> Je'ruWlem* fliAr bringest 
goo(py«mgis, Hft^pdtlr^ ¥oicewith : »treWgth: lift it'ofr' 
t&nbt afraid: - <s*^'tuitft".tie dtfe^^Jodah, Behold 
fmfGDtis t'&s.x&l - •*•./..•—*■ /'•■ •, : 

Behold- the^lioitn Got) 1 will cdme with a strong' 
feWd, attf'H* Arm shall 1 'rule for him : behold, his 
reward is with Mm, fend his work before hiiri . 
<- 1! Eike ^shepherd shall lie feed his fockY in his arm 
shall he gather up the lambs, arid he shall bear them in* 
Ms* bosom ;*tHe nuisjng ewes shall he gently lea*d. 

Who hath measured the waters in the hollow of nis. 
hzr\4? and meted out the 1 heavens by his fcparr; and 

* ^The two first, verses in the above prediction are according to 
flie Zft^ translation ; my reason for giving them, so is, that the va-J 
nations in the Bishop of London's translation are so great, as to 
require a long note to explain them 5 besides, the learned prelate 
has not pointed but who is to be understood by the strung one, ia v 
•th« leeond vew«r, : aiid I was- fearful of giving my- own comment 
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hath comprehended the dost of the earth <in a tierce, 
and hath weighed in scales the mountains, .and the hill* 
in a balance f 

Who hath directed the Spirit of JEHOVAH; and* 
as one of has council, hath informed him ? 

Whom hath he consulted, that he should instrtje* 
hjai* and teach him ^he path of judgment 3, that ho 
should impart to him science, and inform him in. the 
.way of understanding? 

Behold, the nations are as a drop from the bucket; 
as the small dust of 'the balance shall they be accounted : 
typhoid the islands £e |ajteth up. as an atom. 

All the nations are as nothing before "Him ; they are 
esteemed by him as less* than nought and vanity. 

Hast thou not4cnd*n>. ha*t,iho*Wt titard, that JE- 
HOVAH is the.evcriasttng <5ffl* te, c f«fP£ 0/ 4he 
b»un4s of tfce <#«k: tjjatjie : neither ./ay^f^gof .ja 
wearjc4 r an4 that his undersaving is unsearchable,? , 

. Will w .Ao*kaovr WilJiiyi^tte 1 ?.'^!^ 

been declared lis you from the beginning ? tfcT#y«»JWf 
usvfersjtoftd,* t from the fp?#d#^£f^e^h* 4 

It is He that «tt«*h on thft^c^ ^ ** c «* 1*4 
the inhabitants; a*e to him as. gw&ojaxrs .: fax ex* 
twfetMh* heavens aa * thin veil; a p ^spiofia ^ tbt^em 
put as a tent to dwell jln: ; : . r ... 

That re4uceth princes to nothing, tjiat rnaketb tfei 
jtijgts, 0/ the earth a mere inanity.. 

. If he^tfclow upon t&m, they instantly wM&*f 
and the whirlwind shall bear them away like stubble* 

• He giveth strength to the faint, and to the infirm, 
he multiplieth force; they that trust in JEHOVAH 
shall gather new strength, they shall put forth fresh 
feathers like the moulting eaglet tfyey stall run and 
opt be wearied: (bey shall inajcji 9Awar4 *»4 »ot 
feint, 

> Let 
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Let the distant natipns repair to me -with pew force 
ff mini; and let the people recover their strength^ 

ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS. . 

In the above extract from Isaiah's prophecy it is ejt-, 
pressly predicted* that G&P himself wquld come 
and visit his pedple, and . inanifest his , almi&htjr 
power by means of his Arm (that is, as we t ma£ 
judge from other parts of Scripture, his Word), who 
would hold our before him the reward and the re. 
compence, which he intended to bestow on his faithful 
servants ; that he should not appear in terrible majesty, 
as on Mount Sinai, but like a -good stiephertt, gathering 
together all who wete 9?Uting to bf rjecf ived into his 
lock ; feeding them with heavenly doctrine,, and com- 
forting the faint-hearted.* But that the world might 
not suppose the Almightt would divest hishself of 
his glorious majesty to effect Ms purpose, the Prophet 
was inspired to* caH to mind the infinite and incompreJ 
hensible power -and wisdom of the Stf prims Being ; 
and how presumptuous it is to judge of his dispensa- 
tions by the short standard of human abilities l The 
Lord, therefore, encouraged the faithful to trust in the" 
completion of his promises, however unintelligible they 
might appear. How comfortable is it to reflect, as 
this portion of prophecy,, suggests, that the "infinite 
power and unsearchable wisdom of God is unweariedly 
and everlastingly engaged in strengthening, comfort, 
ing, and saving his people ! It is impossible to read this 
description of God, the most sublime that ever was. pet)*" 
ned, without being struck with inexpressible reverence 
and serf-abasement at the contrast between the Great 
Jehovah and every thing reputed great in this world, 
how admirably imagined, how exquisitely finished} 

What 
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What atoms and inanities are they all before him, who 
sitteth on the circle of the, immense heavens, and viewy 
the potentates of the earth in the light of the grass, 
hoppers ; those poor insects that wander over the barren 
heath for sustenance, spend the day in insignificant 
chirpings, and take up their contemptible lodging at 
night on a blade of grass * !** We will now see what 
Ezekiel prophesied concerning the shepherds or teach, 
ers of Israel. 



SECTION LXXXVIIL 

*AAT OF THB PEOPHECT OP BZBUSL* 
From Ezetelf Chap. XXiiv. 

And the word of the Load. came un^o fezekiel, say-. 
fcgi Son : pf man, prophesy against the shepherds of, 
I&rae], prophesy and say unto them, Thus saith the 
Lord unto the shepherds, Wo be to the shepherds of 
Israel, that do feed thejnselve* : should, not the shepherd* 
feed the flocks I 

Ye eat the fat, and ye clothe yourselves with the 
wool : r ye kill them that are fed ; but ye feed not the 
flock. 

The diseased have ye not strengthened, neither have 
ye healed that which was sick, neither have ye bound 
up that which was broken, neither have ye brought > 
again that which was driven away, neither have ye 
spught that which was lost 5 but with force and cruelty 
have ye ruled them, 

' And they were scattered because there is no shep- 
herd: and they became meat to all the beasts of the 
field, when they were scattered. 

• Dr. Smith's Summaty-Vidw, 

My 
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My sheejp wandereth through all the mountains, and 
upon every high hill ; yea, my flock was scattered upon 
all the face of the earth, and none did search or seek 
after them. 

Therefore, ye shepherds, hear the word of the Loud; 

As I live, saith the Lord God, surely because my 
flock became a prey, and my flock became meat to 
every beast of the field, because there wa$ no shepherd, 
neither did my shepherds search for my flock, but the 
shepherds fed themselves, and fed not my flock : 
. Therefore, O ye shepherds, hear the word of the 
Lord. 

. Thus saith the Lord God, Behold, I am against the 
shepherds, and I will require my flock at their hand, 
and cause them to cease from feeding the flock, neither 
shall the shepherds feed themselves any more; for I 
will deliver my flock from their mouth, that they may, 
not be meat for them. 

I will save my flock, and they shall be na more a 
prey, and I will judge between cattle and cattle, 

And I will set up one shepherd over them, and he 
shall feed them, even my servant David; he shall feed 
them, and he shall be their shepherd. 

And I the Lord will be their <tob, and my servant 
David a prince among them. I the Lord have spoken, 
and I will make with them a covenant of peace. 

Thus shall they know, that I the Lord their Gj&d 
am with them. 

And ye my flock, the flock of my pasture, are men, 
and I am your God, saith the Lord God *. . 

* The intermediate verses of this chapter are omitted here, at 
they seem to relate solely to the final restoration of Israel. 



ANNOTA. 
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ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS. 

Taken in a spiritual sense,, this prediction agrees 
with our Lord's constant description of the Scribes and 
Pharisees; it may therefore be applied to them, 
though originally addressed to the teacher* of Israel, 
who, in the days of Ezekiel, saflfered the people, 
through their carelessness, to be tempted by the sur- 
rounding nations to idolatrous practices* The doctrine 
of tradithns was as subversive of the true religion as 
worshipping idols ; therefore those who were persuaded 
to adopt them, were equally led astray. 

From comparing this section with the former one, 
concerning the good shtpherd, we learn, that the arm 
of the Lord was to be united with a prince of the 
house pf David ; which union certainly subsisted in the 
person of Jesus Christ; but let us now read what 
our Blessed Lord himself declared concerning the good 
shepherd. - „ 

- SECTION LXXXIX. 

THE PARABLE OF THE GOOD SHEPHERD, 
From Jobtr t Chaf. x. 

AtoD Jesus said, For judgment 1 am come into this 
world: that they which see not, might see; and tha:t* 
they which see, might be made blind. 

And some of the Pharisees who were with him heard* 
these words, and said unto him, Are we blind also ? 

Jesus said unto them, If ye were blind, ye should* 
have no sin : but now y? say, We see ; therefore your 
% sin rcmaineth. 

Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that entereth not 

by 
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by the door into the sheep-fold, bat cl&mheth up Some 
other way, the same is a dtfef and a robber. But he 
that entereth in by the door, is the shepherd of the 
sheep. 

To him the porter openeth ; and the shedp hear his 
voice; and he calle th- his own sheep by name^ and 
leadeth them out. . 

And: when he putteth forth his own sheep, he goeth 
before them, and the -sheep follow himt for they know*, 
his voice. v . , 

And a stranger they will not follow, but will flee 
from him : for they know not ihe voice of strangers. 

This parable spake Jesus onto them: but they un- 
derstood not what things they were which he spake 
unto them. 

Then said Jesus unto them again, Verily, verily, I 
say unto you, I am the door of the sheep. * 

All that ever came before me, are thieves and robbers ; 
but the sheep did not hear them. 
' I am the door : by me if any man enter in, he shall 
be saved, and shall go in and out, and find pasture. 

The thief cometh hot, but for to steal, and to kill, 
and to destroy : I am come that they might have life, 
and that they might have it more abundantly. 

I am the good shepherd : the good shepherd gtvetb 
his life for the sheep. 

But he "that is an hireling, and not the shepherd,* 
' whose own the sheep are not, seeth the wolf coming 
and leaveth the sheep, and fleeth: and the wolf catcheth 
them, and scattereth^he sheep. • 

The hireling fleeth, because he is an hireling, and 
cfcreth not for the sheep. I am the good shepherd, and 
know my sheep, and am known of mine* 

At 
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As the Father knoweth me, even so know I the'Fa-' 
ther : and I lay down my life for the sheep. 

* And other sheep I have, which are not of this fold : 
them also I must bring, and they shall hear my voice ; 
and there shall be one fold, and one shepherd. 

Therefore doth my Father love me, because I lay- 
down my life, that I might take it again. 
: No man taketh it from' me, but I lay it! down of my- 
self : I have power to lay it down, and I have power to' 
take it again. This commandment have I received of 
my Father. 

There was a division therefore again among- the Jews 
for these sayings. And many of them said, He Hath a 
devil, and is mad ; why heir ye him fr 

Others said, These are not the words of. him . that 
hatl| a devil ? Can a devil open the eyes of the blind ? 

* ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS. 

' The discourse between our Savio-ur and the man 
born blind, which we lately read*, is supposed to have* 
passed in private : but k seems that a number of persons 
soon assembled about him, when he took occasion 
to speak of the judicial power with which he was 
i& vested, to be. everted agreeably to the will of God, 
and declared the principal end of his coming to be,' 
tjkat ignorant- souls, who were willing to learn, might 
be instructed in pivine truths; andjthat such as were 
proudly conceited of their own wisdom, and wilfully 
opposed his doctrine, might involve themselves in still 
greater darkness. *" 

The Pharisees, by their question, Are <we blind also £ 

* See latter end of Section lxxxvu 

• A * 

meant 
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meant. to draw from him. some censure upon the San. 

hedrim. Our Lord wisely defeated their design by 

implying, that if they had been -nmawidaify ignorant^ 
they would have had no sin in this base ; but that their* 
uwwdliitgnefs to be convinced '*ws .a, great crime, and 
prevented their having acknowledge of the truth. 
We must observe that the Pharisees and Scribes pre* 

' tended they were die true pastors of the chuifcb, *ad 
that Jesus was an impostor; antHaaiftted, that (he peo» 
pie were bound in duty toad&re to the**, and oppose 
him* To rectify this mistake, our jLofao spake a pa* 
rable*, the design of which wa* tfc shew how far the 
Pharisees; wha assumed the name o&pastois, were froa* 
answering the character of good teachers $ and to ward 
persons of real integrity and simplicity, of the danger 
of, being blindly governed and guided by them. By 
calling himself the door 9 ift the following part of hi- 
discourse, our Lord intimated* that as a shepherd must 
pass through the door in order to make a regular and 
unsuspected entrance into a sheepfbld, so every true 
teacher in the church most pass* as it, were, through 
hm> or his authority ^ into his office, and teach such doc*, 
trine as he should appoint* Our Loan affirmed, that 
all who before him had pretended to be the Messiah 
were impostors, and pious persons had disregarded 
them; and that (hey might do so in future he repeated, 
\hat the. only way to salvation was through him ; and 
he promised : that ail who would submit to his care and 
guidance, should be fed and • nourished with true doc* 
trine and substantial happiness ; as the end of his com- 
ing was to. make a plentiful provision for their everlast- * 
ing felicity, for beyond what had ever been known be* 
tost. Oiir, $*oa<i> then changed the similitude, and re* 
|>resented himself as the good Shepherd*, which was, in 
.* Dqddridge'i Family Expeutat 
Vol. T. & fact, 
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fact, declaring, that he wri the Messiah, or the arm 
ff* /£rLoft.D United to the prima of David's race^ who 
Was to make a covenant of peace with the wodd, and 
OaU the teachers of Israel to account for their perverted 
doctrine, oovotoustiets, and deceit. ^ / 

Our Load having dedaved* himself to be the good, 
Bhtfhird) proceeded to assert his intitojat* knowledge of 
theFATH»ft, which implied a Constant union with the 
Goo iff ad. He then foretold the calling of the Gen. 
tiles into his dmrth; in: ^.ratine* that his pastoral care % 
was not confined to the* Jewisfc nation, but, on the eon. 
fftry, Extended to his &*ef 3 wheresoever dispersed. By 
kit Aap we may understand alt who wore or shoulA be 
desirous of knowing the troth,, and willing to do their 
doty ; these by the aid of Divine* grace, when the Gos- 
pel should be Offered to them, would easily discern its 
oxoefltney and embrace its doctrines. Our Lord en. 
eooraged his faithful people to love him, by assuring 
them that he would lay down his life to purchase sal- 
vation for them* This,' ho informed them, would be 
received as an eminent act of duty by his Father, who 
had appointed this sacrifice, and ordained that he should 
have power to r&*nu his' life. Our Loud declared, 
that it was sot in the power of any man to kill him, 
Unless he %>olu*t*rily submitted to death, as he bad in 
hims4f the principle of life, from his union with Goo ; 
which Divine principle, in order-to reward his oberfieace, 
would remain 'with his soul even in the- place of the 
dead, and enable it to re-animate .his. body. Thi* 
wettaordinarv declaration of our LorVs, occasioned 
great divisions ; some, blinded by prejudice, treated 
him as a madman ; while others, who were rational 
and willing to be convinced, discerned the divine energy 
Of hit words, ' .■:..; 

How delightM it is to contemplate our Saviou* as 

."V . . ^the 
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the Shepherd of our souls, and US think that he wilj' 
continue his care to the end of the world ! Eet as then 
acknowledge hint, as he was acknowledged by the Fa- 
ther, and be ready to lay down our lives rather than 
forsake him. • We are ourselves living proofs of ther 
faithfulness of his gracious promise, " that he would 
bring other sheep besides the Israelites into the fold," 
being descended from the Gentile^ who were not ori- 
ginally of his flock* Let us, therefore, improve the* 
glorious advantage, and pray that those who yet remain 
unconverted may be received also into Christ's flock ; 
that all may be one fold under one shepherd, who will' 
lead them through the paths of righteousness to the 
regions of bliss. 



SECTION XC. 

JESUS AT THB FEAST OF DEDICATION DECLARES 
THAT HE IS THE CHRIST* 

From Johtiy Chap. x. 

And it was at Jerusalem the feast of the dedication,, 
and it was* winter. And J*strs walked in the temple 1 
in Solomon's porch. • 

Then came the Jews round about him, and saiduntrf 
him, How long dost thou make us to doubt ? If tfto« 
be the Christ, tell us jplainly. # l 

Jesus answered them, I told you, and ye believetf 
not. The works that I do in my Father's name, they 
bear witness of me. But ye believe not ; because ye 
are not of my sJieep, as I said' unto you. 

My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they 

folio** me. And I give urn* them eternal life, and 
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they shall never perish, neither shall any pluck thesa 
out of my hand. 

My father who gave them me is greater than all ; 
and none is able to pluck them out of my Father's hand. 
I and my Father are one. 

Then the Jews took up stones again to stone him. 
Jisus answered them, Many good works have 1 shewed 
you from my Father ; for which of those works do ye 
atone me ? 

The Jews answered him, saying, For a good work 
we stone thee not j but for blasphemy, and because that 
thou being a man, makest thyself God. 

Jesus answered them, Is it not written in your law, 
I said, Ye are god* ? 

If ye called them gods, unto whom the word of God 
came, and the scripture cannot be broken t 

Say ye of him, whom the Father hath sanctified, and 
sent into the world, Thou blasphemest j because I said, 
1 am the Son of God ? 

If I do not the works of my Father, believe me not. 
But if I do, though ye believe not me, believe the 
works : that ye may know and believe that the Father 
is in me, and I in him. 

Therefore they sought again to take him ; but he 
escaped out of their hand, and went away again beyond 
Jordan, into the place where John at first baptized ; 
«nd there he abode. 

And many resorted unto him, and said, John did no 
miracle : but all things that John spake of this man 
were true. And many believed on him there. 

ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS. 

Tie fc.Ht of the dedication, observed by the Jews, 

wa* 
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was instituted by Judas Maccabeus *, in memory of the 
purification of the temple, after it had been polluted by 
the idolatries and impieties of Antiochus Epipbane** 
Solomon's porch was a large portico leading to the 
Temple, originally built by Solomon, {*rt of whicli. 
continued in the second Temple, and was called by his 
name. 

It must have been with an invidious design, that the 
Pharisees expressed their desire for our Load's declaring 
himself to be the Messiah ; for had they really wished 
to know -him as such, his calling himself the good shep- 
herd was sufficient. Our Saviour appealed to his 
miracles, and then keeping up. the similitude of a shep. 
herd, assigned the reason of their infidelity to be want 
of sincerity and humility. Many who followed him 
entered into the spiritual meaning of his discourses, be* 
cause they were accustomed to lend a willing ear to his 
instructions, and Jtaew that they were such as no other 
person could give ; \o these he promised the inestimable 
gift of eternal life, with an assurance, that no outward 
violence should prevail against them, or force them out 
of hir fold, as they would be constantly strengthened 
and protected by the Father. 

Having promised eternal life as his o*vm gift, our 
Lord proceeded to explain how he came to be possessed 
of the > power to bestow it, namely, by his union with 
the Father. His expression is very strong, I and my 
Father are one ; and it is plain that he meant it to be 
taken in a literal sense, because, when the Jews were 
going to stone him, and accused him of making himself 
God* he did not deny the assertion, but, with the ut* 
most mildness, appealed to his works, which evidently 

•Sec Supplement to V»i. IV. ~ 

S3 manifested 
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■ttntsested Divine power ; and being perfectly righte- 
ous, shewed that he most possess Divine wisdom and 
.goodness : and, kst they' should imagine he called 
hirnteJf God in the iame sense as princes and goyer- 
<«ora had borne the title (because in their respective ju- 
risdictions they had supreme power), oar Lord pointed 
out his own superiority, and shewed how unreasonable 
4t was to style them gods who were mere men, and deny 
him -the title of the Sow rf Goo, whd was so truly 
/God by the union of the DtviKt Wo*©, and the 
JHolt Sria.iT abiding with him* Our Loan then 
.again appealed to his works, as evidences ntf his union 
-with God ; and shewed, tJiat hexiid not mean to ascribe 
.Divinity to his human juamre, bat to Ac Got>Kt*a> 
^dwelling in him. 

The place our Loan retired to was Bethabara, where, 
Jolm had preached in the beginning of bis ministry z 
rthe inhabitants of this country seem to have retained a 
strong impression of the Baptist's prediction, tfeat * " he 
who came after him should be greater than himself;' 4 
jsnd willingly acknowledged Christ's superiority to 
Jiim, as John performed no miracle* They also com- 
pared our Saviour's actions with the testimony of 
John, which convinced them that he was the Messiah ; 
and they gladly embraced the opportunity of hearing 
Jkm doctrine, and professing their faith in him. 

" What prudence +, mingled with sweetness, runs 
•through our Lord's answers to the Pharisees ! What 
inestimable blessings does he propose to invite men into 
ids fold 1 Let us never lose sight of them, but resolve 
to obey has precepts, and follow htm wherever he shall 
lead us, either by his example or his doctrine : then may 

* $e« Sect xvii. si*, aad zxi. + Doddridge's Family Expositor. 
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we look ©rt om eternal jhafpfoew a* perfectly eec&ije* 
fer he and the father are one: the enemies of our aaU f 
ration, must thevtfoK triumph »ov*r emnif>ote©c* itself, 
before they can w*e*t the sheep of &**iifr from hia 
hand : nor will his HAUy to Gqd> \oc h*$ love fer mint 
kind, suffer any to seduce them by fraud, or* destroy 
theto by violence.?' . What a picture of pridt, <Jroetty f 
*nd injusticej is (exhibited in the virulent* /rf the Pha- 
risees against Jesus ! While he was shewing them thfc 
path of life, they wej«. contriving fete <k*tk> and (bat 
in the very temple, thus proving j&easdvg* |o b& titer 
genuine offspring of those who slew the Prophet and 
Priest of the Lord even on his altar ; but our Saviour's 
wise and gentle reply baffled their malice for th£ pre- , 
sent, and his Divine power protected him from their 

• In this instance our Lord has left a valuable lesson 
ft) all his foHotvers, those in particular who are exposed' 
to persecution on account of* their religion 5 and it inajr 
also be extended to the common affairs of life, for calm 
dispassionate reasoning will always have great advan- 
tages over prejudice and ill-n^ "'.', , T '. 

SECTION XCh. 

LITTLE. CHILDREN BXOUGHT TO CH*IST.**-*|ia *&» 

fiEVOLENT RECEPTION Of THEM, 

V 
From Mark, Chip, x. » 

♦And they brought unto him also infants, that h& 

* Here should have been inserted our Lord's discourse on di, 
forces and adultery, recorded in the xixth chapter of St. Matthew^ 
and the xth of St. Mark ; but as my work is principally intended 
for young persons, I have, for reasons which actuated me on a 
former occasion, omitted it. Let me however car neatly exhort alj 
who are of age to comprehend the import of them* seriously t? 
peruse them in the Bible, and consider with what solemnity out 
Lord forbids the violation of the marriage vow, , , , 

S 4 t might 
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might put his hands on them and pray , and hi* dhciples 
reboked them. 

# Bot when Jssut saw it, he was much displeased, and 
said unto them, Suffer little children to come unto me, 
and forbid them not ; for of such is the kingdom of 
God. 

Verily I say onto you, Whosoever shall not receive 
the kingdom of Coo at a little child, he shall not enter 
therein. 

And he took them in his arms, put his hands upon 
them, and blessed them. 



ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS. 

We may regard the account here given of our Sa~ 
Tiooa's compassionate and tender behaviour to young 
children, as a completion of that- part of Isaiah's pro- 
phecy, which describes -the good Shepherd of Israel 
gathering the lambs in his arms, and carrying them in 
his bosom*. 

It was a custom among . the Jews> to present their 
children to illustrious persons remarkable for their piety, 
that they might lay their hands upon them, and re- 
commend them to God's favour by their prayers +. 

The parents of those who were brought to Christ 
certainly entertained such an opinion of him, and re- 
garded him as the Messiah. . 

The disciples probably had several reasons for. re- 
buking those who brought their infants. It seems that 
they were at that particular time conversing with their 
Lord upon an important subject, and full of attention 
to his doctrine ; and they might be offended at the im- 
portunity of those persons who interrupted the discourse. 

- * See Sect, lxxxiii.* + Ste Dr. Jortin's Sermons. * 
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They might also think such actions as laying his hands 
on young children beneath the dignity of their Master, 
as he came into the world to instruct me* % and perform 
many wonderful works ; and perhaps they imagitocf 
that those persons would be unwelcome to him, as he 
was so much taken up with higher employments. What, 
ever was their motive for driving them away , oar Lord 
was much displeased that his late instructions* were 
so soon forgotten: he therefore reproved them with 
holy anger ; and again repeated, that " whosoever would 
enter the kingdom of heaven must humble himself, and 
become like little children ;" taking this occasion to 
acquaint those who were present with some of the qua. 
lifications necessary for those who should join themselves 
tdjiim. * 

Encouraged by his gracious permission to approach 
him, each mother (as we may suppose) pressed forward 
to ofier her child to his hands. The babe, unable to 
distinguish the embraces of its Saviour from those of 
the parent, lifted up a cry of supplication for its usual 
food ; or, delighted with the amiable benignity of our 
Loan's countenance, courted his tenderness by engage 
ing smiles. With affection, exceeding that of {hefdndi 
est mother, he folded these tender lambs to his bosom, 
promising to feed them with die miilcof tbeOospei, to* 
protect them in their infant years with the arms o& his: 
mercy, and to reward them with eternal life, if jbey 
continued to live ai the children of Gox>$ ihen deliver, 
ing them to their happy mothers, he probably turned hie 
eyes on other children, who being bid enooglr to repeat 
what their parents taught- them, were kneefiny: at hit 
toet imploring his - benediction* Though tbey could 
scarcely articulate, and knew nor the full import of thei* 
■•'. ; - '* ■ j:i» livi.''*!/ ' .. ? 

. ^ * Sf e Sect. lxv« J 
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ojtq petitions, jhek feeing accents fcaod a ready ae* 
ceptanoe, and be Messed them also : for innocence, se- 
conded by they parents' prayers, prevailed in their be* 
W,f. Jf the* ware, a* is most likely, aafcong this tittle 
fiftcltj any who had attained to yews of reason, and were - 
c^fale of forming wishes and petition* for themselves, 
they without doubt shared oor Loan's kindness, and, 
in consequence of their prayers and earnest desire of 
instruction, w*re encouraged to expect the aid of Divine 
f racej *p ^nabfe them both to know and practise their 
^aty, end preserve them from the dangers of the world. 

Jfo» properly did the parents of these children act, 
i» thu* seeking to promote the eternal welfare of their 
fecfoved offifffing from tbrir very birth! How lovely 
did the children themselves appear, who willingly 
fielded to the oormaaads of -their parents, and sought 
ttai* &4t*ft0t's blessing, before the world with its vain 
df htidont had taken possession of their hearts ! 
. Swrery every ipaaent who reads the history of this me* 
tWMftbje transaction most wish for the saine advantage ; 
tod i*ery child -must desire so he thus received by its 
S*im«u*. , Hew thankful, therefore, ought all to be, 
that sbejp aae {anpsfced with the means of obtaining his 
gwarta rbenedictienl Though our Lojtn's personal 
presence is withdrawn, he continues to behold. with 
Jtindoea* ail who' seek his favonr. Let parents, there* 
{ore, witbtholy confidence present their children to fatal* 
2nd .make? ht the first object of paternal icare m secure 
fcr them, hy Jneulcating the principles of religion, «* 
tUrntdi&h&r Hones aubtihfadeth not away. And let those 
who .ate iooapabk of Instructing tttetr offspring them*. 
nerves, ^dsept wish thankfulness the opportunity which 
these times afford, of having them taught by means of 
the excellent institution of Sunday and other charity 
6 . •* "* School? 
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Schools. The general solicitude which is shewn hj 
many persons in the higher classes of society, for culti. 
yating {he knowledge of Christianity among the lower 
orders" of people, must kindle in the mind ojf every 
sincere Christian the most delightful hopes, 

SECTION XCII. 

A RICH TOUNG MAN COME; TO CHRIST W| !$* 

.. STJlUCXXON,m-QV% ^Oft^S p}&,CQVl£B C^ONCRM- 
1NG RIClfES* - . .' 

From Mart, Chiip.x.—Matt.xH. 

And when Jesus was gone forth in the way, there 
came a certain ruler and kneeled to him* aid a&ed, 
Goo4 Master, what gpod thing shall I dp that I majp 
inherit eternal life ? * 

And Jesus said unto him, Why qallest thou me good t 
there is none good but one, that is God; but if thou 
wilt enter into life, keep the commandments. 

Hesaitji unto him, Which? Jesus said. Thou shalt 
do no murder, Thou shalt not commit adultery, Thoty 
shak n$t steal, TJ*p» shalt npj bear false witness ; 

Honour thy/ather and thy mother < and, Thou shalf 
love thy neighbour as thyself. 

The young man saith onto him, -All these. thin£$ 
have I kept from my youth up ; what lack I yet ? 

Then Jesus beholding him, loved him,, and said unta 
him, One thing thou laclcest : go thy way, seH * whatso^ 
ever t|y>u - hast,. 4o4 give &tk$ poor; and thou shalt 
fcave tteas«re hkkwm l U&ism* take up the czowg 
and follow me, <; . ,; 

^ndja* if as &*£ #* tfctf saying, *a4 ; went away 
gpe\*4 ; for fee b&4 gm% possewipn^. 

t { S 6 disciples, 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



# 



( 39$ ) 

disciples, How hardly shall they that have riches enter 
into the kingdom of God ! 

Arid the disciple* were Astonished at his words. But 
J is us answered again* and saith unto them, Children, 
how hard is it for them that trust in riches, to enter into 
the kingdom of God ! 

It it easier for a camel to go through the eye of a 
meedle, than for a rich man to enter into the kingdom 
of God! 

And they were astonished out of measure, saying 
among themselves, Who then can be saved f 

And J tsvs looking upon them, saith, With men it is 
impossible, but not with God : for with God all things 
are possible. 

Then answered Peter, and said unto him, Behold, we 
have forsaken all, atd followed thee : what shall we 
have therefore I 

And Jisus saith unto them, Verily I say unto you, 
that ye which have followed me in' the regeneration, 
when the Son of man shall sit in the throne of his glory, 
ye also shall sit upon twelve thrones, judging the twelve 
tribes of Israel. 

And every one that hath forsaken houses, or bre- 
thren, or sisters, or father, or mother, or wife, or chil- 
dren, or lands, for my name's sake, shall receive an\ 
hundred-fold, and shall inherit everlasting life. 

ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS. 

The young ruler who came to Chemt seems to have 
been very solicitous about his future state, and eame to 
our Loid as a prophet, to enquire the way to heaven-i 
Jesus, knowing that he only considered him a? an**- 
tfirtd teacher, asked him mtbj he caiUd him gtodt Aft 
a mere master or instructor, no oae could be absolutely 
* - $©odj 
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good ; therefore our Lord would not appropriate to 
his human nature, a title which belonged to God alone. 
^Had the young ruler fully considered our Saviour's" 
character and miracles, his own reason would have 
supplied him with a ready answer ; and he would have 
replied, *' Lord, I call thee goad, because thou art 
truly the Son of God in union with the Father ;*' it 
appears, therefore, that he entertained an erroneous 
opinion of Christ. We may also judge from our 
Lord's next question to this young man, that he had a 
mistaken notion of his own righteousness, and supposed 
that the mere observance of moral duties would entitle 
him to everlasting life. This question he answered 
without hesitation ; for in respect to mankind, his coiu 
duct had Ken just and upright; and so far oar Lord 
approved him, and felt in his soul a benevolent desire 
that he might be saved, and a compassionate sorrow 
that he would miss of heaven * : therefore he stood 
still, and entertained him with friendly discourse ; in 
which our Lord endeavoured by proper methods to 
convince him of sin, directed him what to do in order to 
obtain treasure in heaven, called him to be his disciple 
and follower, and gave him a promise of everlasting 
riches, if he would comply with his proposal: but 
though our Lord on this occasion indulged the kind 
affections of humanity, which were awakened by thie 
many amiable qualities of this young man, he was stifl 
mindful of the honour of his Father, and did not convl 
municate Divine grace to him, nor promise him salva- 
tion, because he was not a proper object of Divine com- 
placency, as he defrauded God of his due, by placing 
his love on riches. There was no other way of disen- 
gaging his mind from the subject which at present oc_ 

. * See an eif client discourse en this subject by Dr. Watts, whicjt 
ought to be read by evefy youAg Ptrsc*. 
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cupied. it, to the exclusion of true piety, but by divest- 
ing, himself of those great possessions which made him 
forgetful of Divine providence, and careless of obtain. 
ing God's favour.' It seems, at first sight, very unrea- 
sonable to desire a man, who was in an eminent station 
and affluent circumstances, to sell his estate and divide 
the product amongst the poor, and expose himself to 
many calamities : but it will strike us differently, if 
we reflect on the happy consequences his obedience 
would have been productive of to him, and the incon*. 
veniences which would have attended the keeping his 
possessions till the time of persecution, if he became a 
profeffed disciple of Christ ; as the higher his station, 
and the greater his possessions, the more would be the 
malice and rage of his enemies against him. Great 
eftates, so far from being advantageous to the first pro- 
pagators of the Gospel, would have been incumbrances 
and impediments to jjie possessors of them, had they 
returned them, a* they were under^the necessity of re. 
moving from place to place, and could not attend to the 
management of them, without neglecting the peculiar 
duties assigned to the immediate disciples and successors 
of their Lord. It was much more cpnvenienx and ex- 
pedient for each to sell his possessions, in order to make 
a common purse for the daily and occasional relief o£ 
any of the community who should stand Jn need of it ; 
without doubt, all who contributed were allowed a 
supply for their own natural wants. 

By if entering into the kingdom of heaven,'*' is here 
xneant embracing the profession ot the Gqspel, to which 
an attachment to worldly riches and .honours seems to 
have been a great discouragement* 

Our Lord's, discourse' was so different from the sen* 
timents which the Jews in general entertained, and 
their doctors taught, concerning temporal blessings, that 
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his disciples were quite astonished; but to prevenf 
their thinking that the mere possession of riches would 
disqualify any one from being a member of the king- 
dom, he informed them, that the danger arose from 
placing a vain trust and confidence in riches, instead 
of relying on Divine Providence j and to guard the 
minds of his followers from the desire' of wealth, he 
assured them, that it was as impossible for any one who 
placed his hopes of happiness on riches, to be at the 
•ame time a member of the kingdom of heaven, as for 
a camel {or, as some translate it,- a cahle\ to go through 
the eye of a needle. The wonder of his disciples in* 
creased at hearing it was so hard for rich persons, who 
had the greatest opportunities of doing good, to enter 
into the kingdom of Goo ; and knowing that there was 
a general desire among all ranks of people to obtain 
riches, they concluded that few could hope for salva- 
tion : our Lord, therefore, proceeded to inform thenij 
that though the strength of nature alone was not sufiu 
cient to overcome the temptations of a state of affluence, 
Goo's grace was powerful enough to render the rid} 
superior to the dangers of situation 4 and he had re* 
peatedly declared, that his Fa the it woujd bestow his 
grace on all jvfcp were truly desirous of his favour, asx} 
obedient to his revealed will ; so. that* let a man's 
circumstances in, life be . what they would, h$ nught 
obtain salvation, if he were properly: disposid to re* 
ceive it. 

As.ou* Load promised the rich young ruler, that if 
be would mII all his worldly possessions q*i4 fcljow him, 
he would give hip treasures in heaven; Peter, in the, 
name of himself, and all the rest of the Apostles, en r 
quired what recompecce they might expect, wjho fc£ 
left all their worldly pursuits and connexions to ,d?vot$ 
themselves to hid services ? Xtare.wa* in Peter's question 

an 
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an appearance of vain-glory ; yet oar Lord kindly 
overlooked it, knowing that true piety and faith were 
deeply roofed in his heart, though he was still subject 
to human infirmities: he, therefore, graciously repfied, 
that his Apostles should, at the renovation of all things, 
when he should come in his glory, be distinguished with 
peculiar honour in Jteaven. What was particularly 
meant by their sitting o* tnuehoe thrones, l$c. is not 
clearly understood, neither doth it concern the gene J 
rality of Christians : but all may take comfort from our 
Lord's assurance, that whosoever sutlers in any way 
for the sake of his religion, shall, in the midst of per- 
secution, enjoy such inward consolation, as will be 
greatly more than an equivalent for all their worldly 
losses, and in a future state be rewarded with cverlasr*. 
ing life and happiness. 

Let us now carry our thoughts back to the rich ruler, 
and" see what instruction we can collect from, his ex. 
ample. 

It is said that our Saviour Iwtdbim *. From this 
circumstance we learn, that it is very wrong utterly to 
despise and hate any one, because he has some ill qua- 
lities. Our Lord's rejection of him teaches us, that 
the mere observance of moral duties will not procure 
us eternal life ; bat those who prefer worldly riches to> 
spiritual treasures will remain in a state of condemna- 
tion, for God will not bestow his grace on then*. Nei- 
ther is it sufficient to seek eternal life for a season ; we 
must be earnest and constant in the pursuit of it, and 
seek it «r Gob's appointed wj», according /* the rule* 0/ - 
the GtspeL It is, therefore, the inorest of erety one 
to devote their natural endowments or acquired excel. 
lencies of body and mind to the- service of Gc*d, as far 
as theit condition inlife requires. 
r t $t$ Pr. Watts's Sermon hefajv referred tox 

- At 
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As sweetness *f temper and obliging behaviour rea- 
der ft person beloved, and will answer many valuable 
purposes to society, they should be cultivated by Chris- 
tians,: and they must not stop here, but endeavour to 
make themselves acceptable to God, which can only 
be effected by becoming the true disciples of his blessed 
Son. 

* Since riches have so many temptations, no Christian ' 
should be solicitous ta accumulate them; but if wealth 
is a portion allotted us by Divine Providence, we should 
remember from whence it- comes, and the use we are 
required to make of it; and then, instead of being a 
snare and obstruction to our entrance into the kingdom , 
of heaven, it will prove a real blessing, and be a means 
of procuring us a more glorious station in those blessed 
regions* 

SECTION XCIII. 

THE PARABLE OF TJIR LABOURERS IN THE VINEYARD* 

. From Matt M Cbep* xix, xx. 

But many that are first shall be last % and the last 
shall be first. 

For the kingdom of heaven is like unto a man that 
is an housholder, which went out early in the morning 
to hire labourers into his vineyard. 

And when he had agreed with the labourers for a 
penny a day, he sent them into his vineyard. 

And he went out about the third hour, and saw others 
standing idle in the marketplace, and said unto them, 
Go yt also into the vineyard, and whatsoever is right I 
will give you. And they went their way. 

Again he went out about the sixth ar.-l ninth hour, 
awd did likewise. 

And 
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% And about the eleventh hour he w£nt out, and found 
others standing idle* and with unco them, Why stand 
ye here all the day idle ? 

They say unto him, Because no man hath hired ua. 
He saith unto them, Go ye also into the vineyard, and 
whatsoever is right, that shall ye receive. 

So when even was come, the lord of the vineyard saith 
unto his steward, Call the labourers, and give them their 
hire, beginning from the, last unto the first. 

And when they ens* that were hired about the 
eleventh hour, they received every mm a penny* 

But when the first came, they tuppond that they 
should have received more, and they likewise received 
tv^ry man a penny. 

And when they had received, it, they mamma* 
against the good man of the house, 

Saying, These last have wrought but one hour, and 
thou hast made them equal unto us, which have borne 
the burden and heat of the day. 

« But he answered one of them, and said, Friend, I do 
thee no wrong; didst thou not agraewith me for a 
penny ? 

Take that thine is, and go thy way ; 1 wfll give unto 
this last, even as unto thee. 

Is it pot lawful for me to do what I will with mine 
own ? is thine eye evil, because I am good i 

So the last shall be first, and the first last : for many 
be called, but few chosen* 

ANNOTATIONS *n» REFLECTIONS. 

•Our Lord having in the la6t section promised his 

Apostles that they should sit upon twelve thrones in 

heaven, judginguhe twelve tribes of Israel, proceeded to 

obviate a mistake into which he knew some would fall, 

that 
\ 
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that those iwho were first called to the knowledge of 
Christ should have the pre-eminence in glory j and 
intimated God's rejection of the Jews, to whom the 
Gospel was first preaclied, and his acceptance of the 
Gentiles, by declaring, that many who were first, in 
respect to advantages would be the last to improve 
themy whilst others, from whom it would be the least 
expected, would embrace the Gospel, and be received 
as members of his kingdom. To illustrate this, our 
Lord spake the parable of the labourers in the vine* 
yard ; the principal intent, of which was to shew, that 
the Gentiles, though newly sailed, should enjoy, a* 
great privileges, as the Jews, who -had so long beq* 
distinguished as the peculiar people of Gov. Jf we 
reflect on the history of the Jews, we shall be ready to 
allow, Jthat it was perfectly consistent with the justice 
, of Goo to put the Gentiles on a level with them. This 
his infinite goodness has completely effected ; for the 
descendants of Jewish and Gentile converts are so blend- 
ed^ that all distinction is lost between them, and they 
ane now f?llow~labom$rs in the vineyard of God, under 
the name of Christians. It no longer remains a ques* 
tion who isiirst- or last amongst them in respect to birth, 
right, but who shall have the preference with God on 
account of their diligence in improving the means of sal- 
vation, \ 

The work required of all who' bear the name of 
Christ iaps, is the cultivation of their own minda in re- 
ligious attainments, in order to glorify God, and an at- 
tention to the good of their fellow. creatures. If those 
to whom the Gospel has been made known are idle and 
remiss, they have not the same excuse as the heathen 
formerly had ; but as it frequently happens that per, 
sons, through a neglected education #nd bad connec- 
tions, remain in ignorance of their duty, till they are 

i>r- 
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far advanced in life, such, when they sincerely resolve 
to live a Christian life, may derive encouragement 
from our Loan's assurance, that " mamywboare last shall 
be firsts Whilst others, who have, from their very 
infancy, enjoyed every advantage, may learn to improve 
them, in order that they may appear among the happy 
number of those who are not only called but chose*. 

We mast not infer from this parable, that an equal 
reward awaits all who profess Christianity wit hoot any 
regard to their character or improvements, or that we 
may safely defer the reformation of our lives to ad. 
▼anted age. There can be no excuse for neglect of 
duty, but unavoidable ignorance of it. It hat pleased 
Goo to set a reward before us, though we can claim 
nothing from him as our due, but through his infinite 
goodness ; which may be compared, as in the foregoing 
parable, to the benevolence of a man of independent 
fortune, who employs poor people merely to keep them 
from idleness, and then pays them for working fblr 
themselves. Who, in such a case, would not exert his 
utmost industry with thankfulness of heart ? Surely, 
then, Christians ought to be equally vigilant^ and ac- 
knowledge with the deepest gratitude the unmerited 
kindness of the Supreme Bex kg, submitting to all his 
dispensations, without repining at the superior advan- 
tages which others may seem to enjoy, since each has 
much more than he has any natural right to expect. 

The Roman penny was equal to seven pence half. 
penny of our money, which is supposed to have been at 
that time the usual price for day-labourers. The third 
hour was about nine o'clock in the morning, the sixth 
twelve at noon, the ninth three in the afternoon, the 
eleventh five in the eveniog. 
% 

SECTION 
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SECTION XCIV. 

JESUS RAISETH LAZARUS FROM THE DEAD* 

-From Jthtty Chap. xi. 

- Now a certain man was .sick* named Lazarus of 
Bethany, the town of Mary and her sister Martha. 

(It was that Mary which anointed the Lord with 
ointment! and wiped his feet with her hair, whose bro- 
ther Lazarus was sick.) 

Therefore his sisters sent unt* him, saying, Lor ft, 
behold, he whom thou lovest is sick. 

When Jesus heard that, he said, This sickness is not 
urfto death, but for the glory of God, that the Son of 
God might be glorified thereby. 

Now Jesus loved Martha, and her sister, and Laza- 
rus, When he had heard therefore that he was sick, he 
abode two days still in the same place where he was. 

Then after that, saith he to his disciples, Let us go 
int o Judea again* 

His disciples say unto him, Master, the Jews of late 
sought to stone thee ; and goest thou thither again ? 

Jesus answered, Are there not twelve hours in the 
day ? If any man walk in the day, he stumble th not, 
because he seeth the light of this world. 

But if a man walk in the night, he stumbleth, be. 
cause there is x no light in him. 

These things said he : and after that, he saith unto 
them, Our friend Lazarus sleepeth ; but I go, that I 
may awake him out of sleep. 

- Then said his disciples, Lord, if he sleep, he shall do 
well. Howbeit Jesus spake of his death : but they 
thought that he had spoken of taking of rest in sleep. 

Then 
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Then said Jesus unto there plainly, Lazarus is dead. 
And I am glad for your sakes, that I was not there (to 
the intent ye may believe), nevertheless let us go unto 
him. 

, Then said Thomas, which is called Didymus, unto 
his fellow-disciples, Let us also go, that we may die 
with him. 

Then when Jesus came, he found that he had lien in 
the grave four days already. 

(Now Bethany was nigh unto Jerusalem, about fif- 
teen fdrlongs*off.) 

And many of the Jews came to Martha and Mary, to 
comfort them concerning their brother. 

Then Martha, as soon as she heard that Jesus was 
coming, went and met him : but Mary sat still in the 
house 

Then said Martha unto Jesus, Lord, if thou hadst 
been here, my brother had not died. 

But I know, that even now, whatsoever thou wilt ask 
of God, God will give it thee. 
' Jesus saith unto her, thy brother shall raise" again. 

Martha, saith unto him, I know that he shall rise 
again in the resurrection at the last day. 

Jesus said unto her,^ I am the resurrection, and the 
life : he that believeth in me, though he were dead, yet 
shall he live. i 

And whosoever liverh, and believeth in me, shall 
never die. Believest thou this ? 

She saith unto him, Yea, Lord: I believe that thou 
art the Christ the Son of God, which should come 
into the world. 

And when .she had so said, she went her way, and 
called tylary her sister secretly, saying, The Master is 
come, and calleth for thee. 
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As soon as she heard that, she arose quickly, and came 
unto him. " l 

Now Jesus was not yet come into the town, but was 
In that place where Martha met him. 

The Jews then which were with her in the /house 
and comforted her, when they saw Mary that she rose 
np hastily, and went out, followed her, saying, She 
goethunto the grave,' to weep there. 

Then when Mary was come where Jesus was, and 
saw him, she fell down at his feet, saying unto him, 

Lord, if thou hadst Seen here, my brother had not 
died. 

, When Jesus therefore saw her weeping, and thejews 
also weeping 'which came with her, he groaned jn the 
spirit, and was troubled, 

And said, Where have ye laid him ? They said unto 
him, Lord, come and see. 

Jbsus wept. ' 

TJien said the Jews, Behold, how he loved him ! 

And some of them said, Could not this man which 
opened the eyes of the blind, have caused that even 
this man should not have died ) 

Jesus therefore again groaning in himself, cometh to 
the grave. It was a cave, and a stone lay upon it. 

Jesus said, Take ye away thi stone. Martha, the 
sister of Trim that was dead, saith unto him, Lord, by 
this time hestinketh, for he hath been dead four days. 

Jesus saith unto her, Said I not unto thee, that if 
thou wouldest betieve, thou shouldest see the glory of 
God ? 

Then they took away the stone from the place where 
the dead was laid. And Jesus, lifted up his eyes,- and 
said, Father, I thank thee, that thou hast heard me. ' 

. And 
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And I knew that thou nearest me - always : but be* 
•ause of the people which stand by, I said it, that they 
may believe thou hast sent me. 

And when he had thus spoken, he cried with a loud 
Voice, Lazarus, come forth. 

And he that was dead came forth, bound hand and 
foot with grave clothes ; and his face was bound about 
with a napkin. Jesus saith unto them, Loose him, and 
let him go. 

Then many of the Jews which came to Mary, and 
had seen the things which Jesus did, believed on 
him. 

Bat some of them went their ways to the Pharisees, 
arid told them what things Jesus had done. 



ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS. 

St. John in this section referred to an act, performed 
by Mary, after the raising of Lazarus, but lang before 
the Evangelist composed his Gospel ; which, being pub. 
licly known, served the purpose of pointing out to the 
Jews the identical family in which this event happened, 
incase they should think fit. to make any farther enqui- 
ries into the matters v . 

The friendship which our Lord entertained for La- 
zarus and his sisters, evinces that his mind was suscep- 
tible of this tender affection of human nature, and it also 
reflects great honour on those ftjr whom he indulged \.%\ 
as his preference was not only founded upon reason, but 
his choice regulated by the Divine knowledge which 
he had of the real disposition of every heart. Had our 
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X.ord followed the dictates of his humanity, he Would, 
without doubt, have hastened to save his friend from the 
agonies of death, and restore the afflicted sisters to peace 
and tranquility; but knowing that the glory o£Co» 
would be more fully displayed if he deferred his visit, 
he . resolved to do so ; and give the mourners, in the 
mean time, an opportunity of testifying their faith m 
him, and their patience and resignatbn to the Divine 
*wdl> that they might be the better prepared to rejoice 
in God's mercy afterwards. 

The answer our Lord made to him who brought the 
message concerning the sickness of Lazarus, though am- 
biguous, was calculated to afford consolation. We must 
recollect, that on our Saviour's declaring himself pub- 
licly as the Mess i ah, at the Feast of the Dedication, the 
Jews sought to stone' him, on which he retired from 
Judea : when, therefore, he x proposed to return thither 
again, without mentioning the particular purpose he 
had in. view, his disciples were greatly alartaed for hit 
safety, and began to expostulate with him on the danger 
of such an undertaking ; but our Lord intimated that 
he was, by his foreknowledge of events, thoroughly 
prepared for every obstacle he should meet with j and* 
as the Father had given him an ap fainted time for his 
ministry, he was determined to perform all that was re- 
quired of him ; since he might as safely continue hit 
work, as a man could walk about his usual business in 
the open day-light.' Without this Divine knowledge 
indeed, he would have been liable to error; but thus 
enlightened, they might assure themselves he should 
take no improper measure; In this manner our Lord 
prepared the minds of the Apostles for what he yet 
thought proper to. conceal. 

Though our Lord was so many miles distant from 
Vol. V. T Bethany, 
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of tte^derth^ £*a#»u» Hi»;*ea*oiw^or 'representing;,* 
it asjSLsleep-frdm whtofe&e2wotM4oes*'awafee<t'4uifc **re^ 
©brum* : .bauit is • woiwleiful^ ttM^s^ve^^hH^is ^Ap6»^ 
tlasy who j*rct€'80iACQQ4tot*td tf o* hi£"ma«tn« of' Speak- 
ing*, should be*^?pctoalfy3m«stafciitg 4ii«\ metmngi" He ^ 
certainly ^^'Jiaw er&gbteaetfr theiff*miiMbj*'ba?t> s 'by K%v 
leaving ohera to^hem$ek*i^ivthi* manner/ he had an **• 
oppor t uni t y of con vey ing, in hi j a*awer&*to ' the! r ' que*. l 
tioasj instruction** suited'* to '4he^ comprehend oivH>f^he 
neamst'X*apaci tiea^ -. 

It arat twidoubtedly : more^ondtitfi re'to * *he**fa#&' of 
h is»disqiple% fot*»Je stc*o he-absent frdm»<Bethahy -when- : 
Lazams <liedya$ it would<haTe*beei*a great discoanrge-r- 

. roeatvto therayi had Ae.-tfefadtdrifo ^ exert 'hii miraculous -- 
pomr>totsave<*he:}ift:of ,a persomso 'tenderly >be!ored~ .. 

' Botjoovki be, comisxemly with histusuah kindness/ have 
res mt&i the ^entreaties of .h is* sorrowing* friend to restore- ~- 
hirrur immediately. Oat* Ldin> knsw -the^strength h£ 
cveryumiod, andv.newer put^ny one tea greater trial • 
thafthe.was.abk-to'feeaf*' 

When <Th$jka* /foand.vuhat hk^dear Maiterwa* deter.* - 
scnndA to expose himself' again to the 'malice of liii jfoe"s^ • 
he affectionately exhorted' his » fellow discfpfar to attend r 
himtitn .all dangers, resotokig; himself raphe* to die' than, r 
des«* him.... As ^Jfthafcy wa*< withm* twtMniics*of Jerx* - 
salettu.LascatMS was .well- known in that city; x and Had •' 
xnany-ciritnds ; there ;v these, -according; to thehwual ebs-"; , 
torajof Jlhe jkwsy came to comfort his sisters, 'bufc'MarVha 
and«Mary arift expected with impatience the only* friend" - 
wlio*cowld affoni them real consolations when-therefbw 
Martha was informed of our Lo a p^sr approach* thej witty r! ' 
tJ^tJciipetBOsity t which /» was -'fiatwal to -her- temper; 
/ 4 jiastened 
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fcastened to meet him, not waiting to .inform,, her tester 
t)f in her tender expostulations with oar La* o for hi* 
delay, were the natural effusion* of a heart oyer- : 
whelmed with grief for the loss of a dear brother ; he 
therefore excused the abruptness of them, since hef . 
faith was not shaken, and she trusted to him for cam- 
fort and relief in fas* present distress. A? Lazarts had? 
been buried so long, -Martha was apprehensive that aha 
mistook our Lord's meaning, and that his promise o£ 
raising her brother referred to the general resurrectw $ '. 
but he informed hef"; that he had in himself a principle ; 
mf life, and thrcugh km the' resurrection of the dead I 
would be effected: that he could communicate eternal 
life to every soul which believed on him, so that it 
should be preserved even in a state of separation from ' 
the body $ and, during this mortal life, should enjoy a 
comfortable assurance of remaining safe from destruc- 
tion to endless ages. To this declaration of our Loan's * 
Martha gave a ready assent; and we' may conclude, 
inferred from it, that he who, as the Son o/God, pos- 
sessed an unlimited power of communicating and pre-* 
serving life, could at any time raise her brother ; she 
therefore went to call her sister. When Mary heard 
that Jesus was come, her sorrow' was instantly sus. 
pended;' she suppressed her rising sobs, she wiped away 
the falling tears, and gave up her mind to enlivening ' 
hope, which whispered to. her heart that he was come, to 
bring a blessing. With affectionate' haste she flew to 
meet him, and, as soon as she came to the place where 
he waited for her, she threw herself at his feet with the 
utmost respect and veneration ; intending, as it seems, 
to implore his benediction ; but the idea of her "bro- 
ther, which every fresh object, from some circumstance 
or other, awakened, returned to her mind ; and Mary p 
like her sister Martha, pathetically lamented that hit 
V. T z • honoured 
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honoured friend had not been present to save him. 
When Jesus beheld the overflowing grief of this truly 
amiable woman, and the sorrow of her surrounding 
friends, his heart melted with tender pity ; and, though 
he had every passion at command, he willingly made 
himself a partner in their affliction: nor did thi Fa- 
ther, disapprove his sympathizing kindness, but gra- 
ciously received his groans as intercessions in behalf of 
the mourners: and Jesus, knowing his blessed will, 
with amiable impatience to execute it, demanded, 
Where they had lain Lazarus ? Aa , he approached the 
sepulchre (it seems) a variety v of reflections on the ca- 
lamities of human life r and jfoe obstinacy of those who 
refused, salvation, occupied his benevolent -mind; no/ 
did the Father check these emotions, but permitted 
his beloved Son to feel such pungent sorrow for the 
human race, as tears only could express, The Jews 
who attended attributed this distress entirely to his af- 
' fection for Lazarus; and some, who bad a secret aver- 
sion to Christ, drew an invidious inference, from hit 
not preventing the death of Lazarus, that he had not 
really given sight to the man born blind. Instead of 
confuting their malicious insinuations, our Lord la- 
mented their obduracy,, and again groaned with heart-" 
rending anguish, for the sins .and follies of mankind : 
then resuming the dignity of the Son ofGoT>, he or- 
dered preparations for the miracle he was about to per- 
form. That all the company might'be convinced La- 
zarus was actually dead, Jesus caused the stone to be 
rolled away from the mouth of the cave, in order to 
exhibit the body ; which, it is likely, was in such a 
state of putrefaction as usually tak*s place in a very 
short time after death. Martha, whose mind seems to 
have been in great emotion at the sight. of the grave,' 
inconsiderately objected to the removal of the stone ; 

till 
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till Jesus reminded her of his late promise. As 
soon as his commands .were executed, our Lor© 
addressed himself to the Father in a thanksgiving, 
by which lie expressed a firm assurance of effecting 
the miracle : not that he had occasion to pray for 
tHe aid of Divine power on every occasion, but he chose 
to point out to the people that there was a real and 
constant communication between him and the Fa- 
ther. Our Lord could have raised Lazarus by a silent 
exertion of Divine power : but it seems to have been 
the original institution of God, that the dead should hear 
the voice of his only beloved Son : for we may remark, 
that when Christ restored the daughter of Jairus, and 
the widow's son, he called them back to life. In the 
case of Lazarus, our Lord proceeded with unusual 
majesty and solemnity ; every action was caculated to 
excite attention: at length, when expectation was at 
the height, he cried with a loud voice, that all might 
he4r, "Lazarus, come forth!" In a moment, in 
the twinkling of an eye, the wonderful change took place ; 
the body was restored to health and soundness, the soul 
resumed its former seat, the grave clothes loosened as 
far as was requisite, and Lazarus came forth ! 
Without doubt every spectator was struck with astonish- 
ment at beholding him v ; in order, therefore, to con- 
vince them that it was no delusion of fancy, our Lord 
commanded them to free Lazarus from the incumbrance 
of the linen, in which his limbs, according to the custom 
of "the Jews, were wrapped, that they might satisfy 
themselves it was really he,* and that he might be at 
liberty to walk home. Let us imagine to ourselves the 
joy which now filled this happy family, so lately the 
scene of sorrow and lamentation. Martha, we may 
conceive, expressed her thankfulness in exclamations of 
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joy, whilst Mary prostrated herself with humble grati- 
tude at the feet of her kind benefactor* Lazarus, con. 
viheed that what had passed would prove conducive to 
the glory of God, and the happiness of his friends, was 
reconciled to life, and was contented to bear a little 
longer the infirmities of human nature; since he was 
convinced that the soul could cxitt after the death of the 
boidy, and his Divine friend would never forsake him* 
This miracle was an incontestible proof of our Lord's 
mission, and many received it as suctt. It is surprising 
to think that any should resist such forcible conviction ; 
but some there were who, with incorrigible hardness of 
heart, confirmed our Lord's former remark, If they 
hear not Motet and the Prophets, neither ivill they be /^r- 
tuaded though one rose from the dead. 

The portion of sacred writ we have been considering 
abounds with instruction. From' the sickness and death 
of Lazarus, and the consequent affliction of his sisters, 
we learn, that the best people are liable to personal and 
domestic evils \ but they will ultimately promote the 
glory of God, and the eternal happiness of those who 
submit to them properly. If relief and consolation are 
delayed, they may be certain it is for some good pur- 
pose, and should therefore wait with patience and re- 
signation. No dangers or difficulties could intimidate 
our Lord from pursuing the work appointed for him 
by the Father. We should endeavour to imitate his 
blessed example to the utmost of our power, "and per- 
form the duties of" life with steadiness and intrepidity, 
whilst we have opportunity • then, when the night of 
death comes, we may close our eyes in peace, in full 
assurance that our Lord will awaken us at the last day. * 
Let us, then, attach ourselves to his service with the 
same affection as St. Thomas did* 

If 
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If we accustom ourselves to contemplate our Savio&i 
as the Resurrection and' the Life, it will greatly moderate 
our grief for the loss of friends, whom we may then ex- 
pect to meet again with joy. 

As our blessed Redeemer himself wept when he saw' 
the tears of others, though he was going to wipe them 
away, we should sympathize in the afflictions of our 
friends, and not flee, as many do, from all scenes of 
sorrow and distress. — Numbers of those, who came ta 
comfort Martha and Mary, were converted to the faith 
of Christ; and, without the aid of a miracle, those 
who go to the house of mourning, may derive spiritual 
benefit to themselves, 
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